Following the WAG meeting of 7th October 2025, I have revised the relevant part of the constitution (Para 45 of Part 3c of Part 8) as follows to enable applications for works to trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) to be considered at Planning Committee where the proposed works include tree felling, the site is located in a Conservation Area and the application is recommended for approval. Paragraph 44 is provided for context. Paragraph 42 is added at the bottom. This sets out the circumstances that enable an application to be considered at planning committee and include call in and a threshold in terms of letters of objection and would apply, if this amendment is accepted, to TPO applications located in a conservation area, where felling is proposed and the officer is recommending approval.

Original:
44. For the avoidance of doubt the following applications in paragraphs 45 to 56 (inclusive) are delegated to be determined by Authorised Officers under delegated authority and unless expressly specified will not be determined by the Planning Committee unless submitted by, or on behalf of the Council, submitted by, or on behalf of the Foreshore Trust a serving elected Councillor or Officer of the Council where the officer is employed in a politically restricted post and/or within the Council’s planning service in accordance with paragraph 42(e) above. 

45. All consents under the Tree Preservation Order Regulations

Proposed:

44. For the avoidance of doubt the following applications in paragraphs 45 to 56 (inclusive) are delegated to be determined by Authorised Officers under delegated authority and unless expressly specified will not be determined by the Planning Committee unless submitted by, or on behalf of the Council, submitted by, or on behalf of the Foreshore Trust a serving elected Councillor or Officer of the Council where the officer is employed in a politically restricted post and/or within the Council’s planning service in accordance with paragraph 42(e) above. 

45. Applications under the Tree Preservation Order Regulations, where tree felling is not proposed. For clarity, where tree felling is proposed, the site is in a Conservation Area and the application is recommended for approval, the application will be subject to paragraph 42 of Part 3c of Part 8.
END

Additional information
Paragraph 42 sets out the circumstances in which an application can be required to go which are as follows:
42. This authority is subject to the following exceptions: 
a. The application has attracted five or more written representations from different households or businesses on planning grounds or a petition as defined in Standing Orders and the written representations or petition are contrary to the Officers recommendation, or 
b. The Chair of the Planning Committee has referred any application to the Planning Committee within 21 days after validation of an application or 21 days after the date of any advert placed in the press whichever is the later giving clear planning reasons in writing for the referral, or 
c. Any Member of the Council with the consent of the Chair or a Ward Councillor, has given written notice to the Head of Strategic Programmes within 21 days after validation of an application or 21 days after the date of any advert placed in the press whichever is the later requiring that application to be considered by the Planning Committee, giving clear planning reasons for the referral, or
d. The application relates to or affects Council owned land and the application is submitted by or on behalf of the Council, or 
e. The application is submitted by, or on behalf of, a serving Councillor or Officer of the Council where the officer is employed in a politically restricted post and/or within the Council’s planning service, or 
f. The Planning Committee otherwise direct in respect of any particular application or reserved matter; or 
g. The Head of Strategic Programmes has referred an application or matter to the Planning Committee within 21 days after validation of an application or 21 days after the date of any advert placed in the press whichever is the later giving clear planning reasons for the referral, or 
h. The application relates to or affects Foreshore Trust land and the application is submitted by or on behalf of the Foreshore Trust.

A question was raised regarding pollarding, in that there was concern that a person who has received consent for pollarding may subsequently pollard the tree to the ground.
Pollarding means pruning a tree to remove its upper branches. Pollarding helps to keep trees healthy, safe, manageable and prevents them outgrowing the available space, especially in urban streets. 
All tree consents define clearly in the description or decision, the extent of pollarding allowed, in metres. If that consent is breached, we can take enforcement action. 
Unauthorised works can occur irrespective of whether an application is considered at planning committee or not.
Finally, just a reminder that if all tree apps were to be considered at planning committee, this would mean that each planning committee would have to consider approximately 13 tree applications, in addition to the standard items that otherwise go. This is not feasible or practical and would cause delays in processing of applications and complaints.

