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Our Ref: HD14185 26 July 2025
Dear Robert,

Re: Urgent Concerns Regarding Selkie Seafood Bar Licensing
Restrictions — Selkie Seafood Bar, Bottle Alley,TN37 6FD

| am writing to express my deep concern and frustration over the situation currently
facing one of our valued, responsible, and well-regarded independent local
businesses.

I o Scafood Bar in Bottle Alley,
recently contacted me regarding the restrictive and seemingly unreasgnabl

conditions attached to his licence. Like many in the hospitality sector,
depends on this licence to operate his popular and much-loved business.

It is particularly concerning that while Selkie is permitted to place tables and chairs
within the alley, it is barred from doing so on a very small area of the adjacent beach,
even during peak times when the area is busy, and the sun is shining. This restriction
seems arbitrary and counterproductive.

Furthermore, | understanc— deliberately chose not to apply for a takeaway
licence due to its requirement, as an example, for single-use plastic lids, an
environmentally responsible decision that should be commended by our council, not
penalised.

More troubling still is the reported approach taken by council Licensing Officers, who
have not only insisted on strict enforcement of these terms but have also allegedly
threatened legal action, with no willingness to engage in constructive dialogue or
consider alternative solutions.

F is running a small business that contributes positively to the vibrancy of Bottle
ey, and | am not aware of a single public complaint about his operations. It is
difficult to understand how such rigid enforcement aligns with the council’s broader
responsibility to support local businesses and community well-being.

Is this really the best use of council resources and taxpayer money, cracking down
on a community-minded small business rather than encouraging its growth and
contribution to the local economy?

The Foreshore Trust was established to serve the interests of the people of Hastings,
and | can think of no better way to honour that purpose than by supporting local small
businesses, like Selkie Seafood Bar, that bring life to Bottle Alley and contribute
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directly to the regeneration of our area.

Let me be clear: | do not support the approach currently being taken. | stand
firmly with Connor and other local businesses in calling for a more reasonable
and collaborative approach from the council.

| urge you to contact Connor without delay and work with him to reach a sensible,
pragmatic solution that reflects the needs of our community and the spirit of local
enterprise.

All the best,
Wg{

Helena Dollimore MP
Labour and Co-operative Member of Parliament for Hastings, Rye and the
villages

cc: Clir Tony Collins— The Foreshore Trust, Hastings Borough Council
Mary Kilner — Chief Legal Officer, Hastings Borough Council
Clir Glenn Haffenden — Leader, Hastings Borough Council





