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Those of us who live in Hastings know what a 
great place it is. It has its challenges but so does 
everywhere. As a council we are trying to meet 
those challenges and continue regenerating the 
town even with significantly less money at our 
disposal.

But people from outside the town especially those 
who haven’t been here for some time sometimes 
have an image of our town which is just not the 
Hastings 2012 we all know.

The national press don’t always help – digging up 
archive photos to accompany articles on Hastings 
which are of derelict buildings from ten years ago 
which have since been ‘grotbusted’ by the council 
and improved beyond recognition.

And our image is important to us. It’s important in 
tackling those challenges we all know we have got.

If we want more visitors spending money in the 
town, if we want more university students choosing 
Hastings to study, if we want more  businesses 
locating here like Saga have and more people 
choosing to buy homes and move here then our 
image has got to show Hastings as we know it 
really can be.

And our town is famous. The Battle of Hastings 
determined the history of the country, its language, 
its culture, its legal system – but everyone knows 
about 1066 so we don’t need to keep telling them. 

We are just Famously Hastings and that’s our 
unique selling point. And underneath that short 
and sharp marketing slogan can be Famously 

Cultural, Famously Historic, Famously Fun, Famously 
Scenic or whatever particular message we want to 
develop.

And now we can be famous for rebuilding. For as 
we go to press, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has 
announced that they will invest over £11million 
towards restoring the town’s iconic pier.

This is excellent news for Hastings Pier and White 
Rock Trust (HPRWT), all supporters and of course 
residents of and visitors to Hastings.

The council’s compulsory purchase order has been 
approved so we are now in a position to hand the 
pier over to HPWRT and will remain committed to 
working with HPWRT to raise the matched funding 
required to complete the first stage of works

As a council we said we were going to rebrand the 
town building on all that’s best about it and that’s 
what we have done. But Famously Hastings doesn’t 
belong to the council it belongs to everyone.

I hope our tourist businesses, our university, our 
inward investment projects and even our estate 
agents will want to use it.

And the best ambassadors for it are all of us – 
Hastings people talking up our town. Let’s make it 
Famously Successful.

Cllr Jeremy Birch 
Leader, Hastings Borough Council
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Tourism is still big business for Hastings

The latest tourism statistics for 2011, released 
by Tourism South East, show that the visitor 
economy is still vitally important for Hastings.
Lead member for regeneration, Cllr Peter 
Chowney explained:  “We keep hearing about 

the decline of the British seaside resort and 
how tourism isn’t important any more. 

That simply isn’t true as far as Hastings 
is concerned”

“Whilst it is right that we look to 
diversify what the town does, 

we must also recognise that 
people love visiting us, 

and these 

visitors provide valuable jobs. In fact these 
independent figures show that tourism related 
expenditure is worth a staggering £239m to 
the Hastings economy and that an estimated 
5,160 jobs in the town are supported by tourism 
spend”.
“It’s also worth noting that people are wanting 
to stay longer, with an estimated 420,000 
overnight visits here in 2011, a rise of 4% on 
2010; some 14% of these were by overseas 
visitors, which is a very high figure”.
Hastings prides itself on the spectacular events 
that take place throughout the year which 
continue to provide extraordinary entertainment 
for residents and visitors alike.

Alongside the annual events like Jack in the 
Green, Old Town Carnival, the Seafood & Wine 
Festival, Coastal Currents and Bonfire Night this 
year Hastings and St Leonards played host to 
the Olympic Torch and saw 14,231 pirates being 
counted onto the beach smashing the Guinness 
Record previously set.
The packed Stade Saturdays’ programme which 
included Hofesh Shechter Dance Company, 
world famous Dutch Street arts company Close 
Acts presentation of ‘Pileau’ and the Boat 
Project also drew spectators from far and wide. 
The Stade Saturday events were performed 
every Saturday from March to October on the 
Stade Open Space, making excellent use of the 
area.
Visitors to Hastings promenade are now able to 
enjoy so much more. The installation of Pelham 
Place playground and St Leonards Warrior 
Square Play Stop provides good, safe play areas 
for young families and the gym equipment 

recently installed along the promenade offer 
open air exercise opportunities for all. 
And that’s not all!  An inspection carried out by 
the Marine Conservation Society (MCS), found 
that Marina beach, St Leonards, once again 
met the recommended criteria for the MCS 
award for achieving the highest standards of 
beach management and bathing water and 
both Marina and Pelham Place beaches were 
awarded the Keep Britain Tidy’s Quality Coast 
Award. 
www.famouslyhastings.com/visit

Main Picture: Red Arrows fly 
over Pelham Beach on Pirate 
Day.

Inset: Torchbearer Keith Leech 
brings the Olympic Flame into 
Hastings Old Town
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Free family activities
The council’s Active Hastings team, Play 
Hastings team and StreetGames team are 
ensuring that families continue to have inclusive 
access to free activities and leisure time, 
despite our unpredictable coastal weather and 
financially challenging times.

The annual programme of activities continues 
to be delivered, rain or shine, in a fabulous mix 
of environments, bridging the gap between 
communities. Summer 2012 saw a host of free 
play, sports sessions and events taking place 
town wide. Explore Your Shore, seafront Family 
Games, Play Days in the Park, Adventure Play 
Day and a host of free neighbourhood play and 
sports sessions supported thousands of families 
in accessing free leisure activities locally.

Active Hastings New Adventure Playground & 
Skate Park extension
The Adventure Playground in Upper Broomgrove 
Road has seen a derelict building and unused 
outside space transformed into an exciting 
playground where children have the freedom to 
use their imagination, create, make friends and 
try new things such as building their own dens. 
It offers free play sessions and is open most 
evenings after school and Saturdays. The venue 
is also available for hire (including children’s 
parties). 
An extension to the Boyley Skate Park at White 
Rock Gardens will be completed by summer 
2013. Local skaters and BMXers are helping 
to lead the development and a wide-spread 
consultation will take place over the winter 
months enabling all potential users to have 
influence over the final design.  

  

Continued investment 
The council’s leisure team together with internal 
and external partners, this year alone, have 
helped to secure over £350,000 to enhance 
the town’s quality of public, open access leisure 
equipment and spaces. 
Projects this year have included the new seafront 
play spaces, additional play in Alexandra Park 
and St Johns Road play ground. Boyne Road 
play ground will be refurbished and a brand new 
play space will be installed in the Hollington 
area. 

Training young volunteers
Together with the Academies, Brighton 
University and through day to day community 
work, the leisure teams have been able to 
support and train local young people, aged 
between 12 and 18, as volunteers for leisure 
events. 
Volunteering at leisure events is a positive, 
innovative way to help young people build on 
their skills and enables them to help out in their 
community. Many of the activities are practical, 
such as fishing, woodwork, craft activities, and 
sports coaching. 

Get involved 
The Active Hastings Partnership comprises 
of local organisations whose aim is to make 
participation in sport and physical activity a 
regular habit for more local residents. The local 
Play Forum co-ordinates a number of local 
organisations whose joint aim is to increase 
quality play opportunities. 
To get involved in these forums or for more 
information about Play Hastings or Active 
Hastings programmes visit: 
www.hastings.gov.uk/play 
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Activities at Upper Broomgrove Road 
Far left: indoor messy play 
Left: outdoor adventure play
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The climate change strategy and action plan 
for Hastings and St Leonards is now in place. 
It is the result of a series of workshops, on-line 
consultations and conversations and is split into 
ten themes, including recycling, health, green 
spaces, the low carbon economy and more. 
Thank you to everyone who took part, gave 
views and added information. The town-wide 
plan, including activities by community, public 
and private sectors, was formally adopted by 
cabinet in September. 
Cllr Jeremy Birch, leader, said: “Changes to our 
climate will impact in lots of ways on the way 
in which we live. Our houses, schools and offices 
must be equipped to function during heat 
waves, withstand increasingly stormy weather 
and be resilient to flooding.
“We need to protect those who may be most 
vulnerable, whilst also making the most of 
any opportunities that may arise from these 
changes”
www.hastings.gov.uk/climatechangestrategy

Climate Local 
A new pledge has taken the place of the 
Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change, 
called ‘Climate Local’. The council’s cabinet 
signed up to the commitment in November 
which states:
“We recognise that our council has an important 
role to help our residents and businesses to 
capture the opportunities and benefits of 
action on climate change. These include saving 
money on energy bills, generating income from 
renewable energy, attracting new jobs and 
investment in ‘green’ industries, supporting new 
sources of energy, managing local flood-risk 
and water scarcity and protecting our natural 
environment.
We will set locally-owned and determined 
commitments and publish our commitments, 
actions and progress. We will also share the 
learning from our experiences and achievements 
and regularly refresh our commitments and 
actions. “

Future Cities Finale
The final conference of the Future Cities 
European collaboration is set to take place 
in Hastings, at the Sussex Exchange building 
off Queensway. The Exchange showcases 
environmental features and was part financed 
by the project. International partners and 
delegates will have a guided tour of the 
completed building as part of the conference, 
which will take place on 26 and 27 February 
2013.
The conference will present practical 
adaptation measures and share good practice, 
provide an insight into the ongoing policy 
discussions in Europe and offer practical 
insight and  opportunities for networking.
It will be of interest to planners, architects, 
developers, policy makers, local authorities and 
interested residents. For more information and 
to book email jdodson@hastings.gov.uk 

Climate change plan in place
People around north-west of the borough have 
long struggled to find a place for meals and 
drinks in inspiring surroundings, while local 
companies have lacked a choice of decent 
venues for meetings and events.
This recently changed when the Sussex 
Exchange opened in early Autumn. Comprising a 
high quality restaurant and conference venue it 
was developed as part of the local regeneration 
programme from Sea Change Sussex. 
The building is striking and contemporary with 
sleek lines and lots of glass. It’s on Queensway, 
opposite the junction with Napier Road and 
incorporates an impressive range of eco - 
features including biomass heating – which you 
can see in action - green roofs and even loos 
flushed by rainwater.
Open from 8am to late evenings Monday to 
Friday, and from noon on Saturdays, it serves 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks and coffees in an 
airy, inviting environment. 
A glance at the menu reveals a strong emphasis 
on fresh local produce: from Hastings fish to 
Romney Marsh lamb, Sussex beef plus local veg, 
wines and cheeses. 
You can see sample menus and information 
about special events – such as the recent 
Seafood Week, Medieval Banquet and the 
Christmas party menu - on    
www.sussexexchange.co.uk

The restaurant has a stunning panorama over 
the surrounding woodlands and, in fine weather, 
you can sit out on the balcony. Free WiFi means 
you can take your laptop along and work, shop 
or catch up with friends online while being 
uplifted by the views.
Downstairs, the venue’s meeting rooms 
accommodate from two to 130 people and all 
have free WiFi and the latest AV equipment. 
The rooms aren’t only suitable for businesses, 
though: they’re available for a wide range of 
social clubs and events as well.
They include an impressive Cinema with 
surround sound, 3D/2D projector. As well as 
being ideal for presentations and company 
meetings, films are being screened for the public 
and the venue is organising ‘film with dinner’ 
evenings. Check the website to see what’s on.
The Sussex Exchange has opened to fill a 
much-needed gap in the market and reactions 
from local people have been overwhelmingly 
positive.  To make up your own mind, visit www.
sussexexchange.co.uk or drop by to have a look 
around.  
Contact 01424 858 461 or    
info@sussexexchange.co.uk if you wish to book 
ahead. And you can keep in touch with the 
latest menus, offers and events through your 
favourite social media channels – simply search 
for ‘sussex exchange.’

Scenic dining at the Sussex Exchange 



 

• Key business sectors  
• Premises 
• Education  
• Quality of Life 
• Business support and contacts  
…and more 

Available free from the Town Hall, 
Aquila House, libraries, Let’s Do 
Business Group etc 
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Representatives from schools, colleges and 
businesses came together on 25 September 
to look at ways of better preparing our young 
people for work.  

In the first event of its kind in Hastings, 
delegates heard from some inspirational 
speakers, including Mike Allistone from Prime 
Care who said: “We like employing young people 
but we need them to be more work ready, with a 
better idea of what the real world of work is like.”  

The conference was an opportunity to 
improve collaboration to help young people 
and employers alike.  Employers described 
the essential qualities they look for in young 
recruits, and schools explained how they 
help their students develop these qualities. 
Leader of the Council Jeremy Birch chaired the 
conference, and said: “Hastings Borough Council 
is committed to encouraging the creation of 
sustainable employment and the ability of local 
people to gain and maintain employment. This 
event is just one of a number of initiatives that 
we are coordinating.”

The council, schools, Jobcentre Plus, Sussex 

CoastCollege and other partners will now work 
together to take forward practical initiatives. 
These could include more work experience 
positions, mentoring and other support, more 
employers coming into schools, school visits to 
workplaces, and more apprenticeships.

such as creating more work experience positions, 
mentoring and other support, having more 
employers coming into schools and school visits 
to workplaces, and more apprenticeships. 

For more information, and for businesses 
considering offering work experience or wanting 
to link with schools, contact Hannah Brookshaw: 
01424 451337 or owngrown@hastings.gov.uk 

How to get involved?
If you are a young person and want to find out 
how you can get involved in work experience or 
apprenticeships, talk to your school, college or 
Jobcentre Plus careers advisor, or contact the 
National Careers Service.

www.hastings.gov.uk/business_jobs/ready_
willing_able

Councillor Jeremy Birch and keynote speaker 
Sandy Campbell from Workingrite

 

own grown initiative

Help your business by helping 
a young person. 
Can you offer:
• work experience? • tasters? • workplace visits? 
• apprenticeships? • work with schools? • mentoring?

NO JOB>>NO EXPERIE
NC

E>>NO JOB>>NO EXPERIENCE>>NO JOB
>

>

NO EXPERIENCE>> 
Multiple copies for reception areas, marketing etc available free. 
Call 01424 451986 or email regeneration@hastings.gov.uk 

Hastings’ Official Business Guide

Contact Hannah Brookshaw
01424 451337   owngrown@hastings.gov.uk

Ready, Willing and Able Employability 
Conference attracts 120 attendees!
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Little about Hastings, the stunning coastal town 
famed for it’s fisheries, countryside and festivals 
suggests that it has a global reputation for 
something entirely different.
UK Export Week took place during November 
and Hastings was showcased on the 
international stage as a hotspot for businesses 
willing to work with global markets to deliver 
quality products at competitive prices.  
Hastings exports are not limited to a single 
sector, with the town noted globally for 
exporting items in the vacuum technology, food, 
sports, plastics, aeronautic, automotive, music 
and high fashion industries to name a few.  With 
such a diverse mixture of potential markets and 

access to a variety of value chains, Hastings 
based businesses are able to take advantage of 
a market worth in excess of £82.1bn.
Hastings Borough Council and Let’s Do Business 
Group are keen to support businesses looking 
to break in to the export market.  If you are a 
business and would like help to break in to the 
export market or are a current exporter with 
ambitions to expand then please contact the 
Let’s Do Business Group  on 0844 415 2272 or 
by email info@ldbgroup.co.uk .
To find out more about the Hastings export 
trade and see case studies from some of our 
most exciting businesses, visit   
www.famouslyhastings.com/export 

The councils planning service will soon be 
launching a new improved online service which 
will make it easier for you to find out about and 
follow planning applications in the town.
Public Access will allow you to 
•		follow	the	progress	of	an	application
•		view	associated	plans	and	documents,	

including officer’s report and decision notice
•		make	comments	on	an	application
•		see	if	appeals	have	been	lodged	and	any	

decisions made
You will be able to create an account and 
receive automatic email updates when 
an application is received in your area, 
and further updates as the application 
progresses.  The system will 
make it much easier to 
find application 
details and 
comment on 
applications.
At the same 
time the other 
planning pages will 
be reorganised to make 
information easier to find.
Look out for the improvements 
in the new year at
www.hastings.gov.uk/planning 

Planning Portal
You can apply for planning permission and get 
lots of planning advice on the Planning Portal 
www.planningportal.gov.uk

 

The Council is currently reviewing its Housing 
Allocations Scheme in light of changes 
introduced by the Localism Act 2011. This will 
enable us to better manage the housing register 
ensuring affordable homes can be allocated to 
local people that need them the most. 

Once a final draft of the Scheme is approved,  a 
12 week public consultation will take place and 
give you an opportunity to provide your views on 
the proposed changes.
For further information, please visit   
www.hastings.gov.uk/housing  

Housing Allocations Scheme 
Review

Hastings - famously globalPublic Access for Planning
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Hastings Week Celebrations

Town Team Puts 
Central St Leonards on the Map

Hastings enjoyed a weekend of celebrations, 
despite very inclement weather at the start, to 
mark the 946th anniversary of the Battle of 
Hastings, fought on 14th October 1066.

Cllr Peter Chowney, the council’s deputy leader 
and lead member for regeneration, explained:

“As always, the town had a packed programme 
of events for Hastings Week, co-ordinated by the 
volunteers of the Hastings Week Committee.

“The opening weekend had an especially full 
programme, and I’m pleased that everything 
was able to go ahead as planned here in 
Hastings, despite the weather, which sadly led to 
the cancellation of the re-enactment in Battle.

“Some 26 town criers shouted it out at the 60th 
National Town Criers Championships, held in 
Priory Meadow, with Mark Wylie, from Wiltshire 
being the eventual winner.

“The torchlight procession and fireworks display 
attracted an estimated 20 000 visitors, who 
were treated to a brilliant display, thanks to 
Hastings Borough Bonfire society and locally-
based Renegade Pyrotechnics. Sincere thanks to 

the volunteers who give up their time to put on 
such a fantastic display.

“I enjoyed watching the historic commercial 
vehicles arriving on the Stade Open Space 
on their annual ‘Sprat & Winkle’ run from 
Sevenoaks. There were some superb vehicles, 
over 40 in all, including an old fire engine from 
the Isle of Man, a heritage lorry loaded with a 
generator which powered some of the first lights 
at Heathrow Airport and, of course, our very 
own trolleybus ‘Happy Harold’ giving rides. It 
was great to see so many people enjoying this 
on the Stade Open Space, which was of course, 
designed for events just like this.

“The weekend  had a fitting end as Mildred & 
Rodney Pelling were jointly awarded the Order of 
1066 Award for the tremendous amount of work 
they have done for the local community. This is 
the first time ever there has been a joint award, 
and it made a great end to a great week.

“I would like to thank again, everyone involved 
with organising the week for the fantastic job 
they did.” Central St Leonards Town Team which includes 

local businesses, resident groups and key 
partners have come together to create a plan 
that will kick start the work to help improve the 
retail heart of Central St Leonards. 
Hastings Borough Council leader Cllr Jeremy 
Birch, and Town Team Champion says: “Central 
St Leonards is one of our top priorities, and 
we are committed to working with the local 
community to continue to revitalise the 
shopping area and create a thriving commercial 
& social centre”.
Local venue owner Carol Sanigar said : “The 
town team won’t be just another talking shop, 
we want to develop an action plan which is truly 
owned by the local community that will make 
real improvements to the area, attracting local 
residents and visitors alike.
The Town Team Plan will involve local residents, 
businesses and groups and will deliver a range 
of actions from street enhancements 
and improved signage to regular 
street markets and footfall increasing 

events. A high profile Shop & Eat Local scheme 
will be launched in the new year supported with 
regular events happening in and around the 
Central St Leonards high streets.    
Sylvia Bennett vice chair of the Gensing & 
Central St Leonards Community Forum said: “We 
know this part of the town is very special, we 
want others to visit the area and appreciate it 
too.” 
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For the first time Hastings will have a traditionally themed and lit 
Christmas Market with wooden huts between the ice rink and 
the Town Centre. It  will operate throughout December, including 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings.
Browse the market stalls of niche local retailers selling arts and crafts, 
handmade jewellery, tree decorations and all manner of festive fayre 
including Sussex beers, ciders and cheeses, all to the sounds of a German 
street organ to complete the wonderful Christmas atmosphere. 
If you haven’t already tried ice skating, why not gives it a go?
The ice rink is open every day, except Christmas day, until 7 January. Prices 
are from just £5.50 for children and £7 for adults which includes skate 
hire and toddlers can hire a friendly penguin to lean on! Tickets can be 
purchased from Hastings Information Centre in Priory Meadow’s Queens 
Square.
Santa’s Grotto will be open in Priory Meadow Shopping Centre every day 
until Christmas Eve at the following times:
 Monday 17 – Wednesday 19 December 12noon – 5pm 
 Thursday 20 – Sunday 23 December 12noon – 8pm 
 Monday 24 December, Christmas Eve 12noon – 4pm 
You can buy tickets to see Santa from the Customer Service desk in the 
shopping mall. Tickets are £2.50 per child and include a wrapped gift.

St Leonards will be open late for festive shopping on Friday 21 December 
with the magnificent Radiator Arts touring their crazy bike powered 
mobile light show, delicious festive hot punch, food and music.
This complements the seasonal offer from the independent shops in the 

atmospheric streets of the picturesque Old Town, all set to make Hastings 
a most magical Christmas destination. 

www.hastings.gov.uk/christmas



18   About Magazine - Winter 2012 About Magazine - Winter 2012   19   

Priory Quarter – Hastings’ new business district 
– has been rapidly emerging over the last 
few years. Top quality offices and education 
buildings have sprung up in this previously-
neglected part of the town centre between the 
rail station and Robertson Street.  
The district took yet another big step forward 
this November when the Rt Hon Eric Pickles 
MP, Secretary of State for Communities & 
Local Government, visited to launch the newest 
development phase.
The latest scheme is for 24,500 sq ft of high 
quality offices, being created by local economic 
development company Sea Change Sussex - the 
successor to Sea Space, which completed its 
regeneration programme in 2011.  
Sea Change’s aim is to attract further large 
employers into Hastings to occupy the offices, 
following recent success in bringing Saga and 
others into the town, creating over 800 jobs.

Demolition to make way for the project is 
now well under way and Sea Change plans 

to complete construction in 2014. The new 
offices will be able to accommodate 
over 350 workers. 
This latest scheme is 
being financed by a £7 
million loan from the 
government’s Growing 
Places Fund. It’s 

actually one of the first schemes backed by this 
fund to get under way anywhere in the country 
which is proof of Hastings’ can-do attitude and 
determination to keep moving forward. 
But this isn’t all. The development is the first part 
of a bigger project, with planning permission 
already in place and a further 37,000 sq ft of 
offices set to follow, bringing space for another 
900 workers. Combined, they have all the 
potential to make a huge positive impact on jobs 
in the town centre.
Eric Pickles also visited the University of 
Brighton’s new teaching building in Priory 
Quarter. The new building stands in Priory Square 
as an impressive twenty-first century learning 
environment. It is being created to double the 
University’s student capacity in Hastings 
and bring an increased emphasis on 
commercial courses and science to 
support local businesses. 

Onwards and upwards for 
Hastings’ Priory Quarter

The secretary of state was certainly enthusiastic 
about what he saw in the town.  

“It’s exciting to see all the 
work under way to boost 
the economy in Hastings,” 
he said. 
“I’m particularly pleased 
to witness the beginning 
of the new office 
development in Priory 
Quarter as it’s one of 
the first Growing Places 
funded projects to be put 
into action anywhere in 
the country. It’s great 
to see this investment 
translate into tangible 

building work so swiftly. I’m sure this in turn will 
lead to increased business activity and jobs in the 
near future.”
To keep up with this and other developments 
from Sea Change Sussex, visit 
www.seachangesussex.co.uk  

Eric Pickles hears first hand from Hastings 
business reps about how the town is facing up 
to the challenges.
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Recycling at Four Courts
Since the introduction of the new recycling bulk bins at Four Courts in June this year the approximate 
amount of recycling collected from the blocks of flats is an astonishing 12 tonnes. Prior to this there 
was none! Bevin Court has produced 3.3 tonnes, Kennedy Court 3.4 tonnes and Churchill Court 2.3 
tonnes resulting in waste collection dropping by half.
The design of the dry mixed 
recycling housing has meant 
that there is no contamination, 
which in turn leads to these 
exceptionally high recycling 
figures.

Recycling Update 7 Streets - New Community 
On-Street Recycling & Refuse 
Scheme
The aim for the seven streets, which currently 
include Kenilworth Road, Carisbrooke Road, 
Stockleigh and Silchester Roads is to improve 
the street scene, both through enhancing the 
appearance and to encourage residents to 
appreciate the importance of disposing of their 
waste and recycling responsibly.

There are all ongoing issues with the current 
OSCOR  (On Street Collection of Refuse) 
community bins in this area  but the council, in 
partnership with local residents are working hard 
to address this. The OSCOR sites will be removed 
and bin areas with new housings for waste 
and recycling collections will be introduced to 
encourage ownership and to tidy the area up.
Picture shows new bin housing for 7 street 
improvement scheme
www.hastings.gov.uk/recycle

Christmas tree recycling
Between Monday 31 December 2012 and 
Wednesday 16 January 2013 at the Harmers 
Lane site, Alexandra Park, off Upper Park Road 
you will be able to recycle your real Christmas 
tree. We cannot recycle artificial trees and don’t 
forget to remove all the decorations first!

Town Centre Recycling 
Campaign Phase 2
The next phase of the campaign is to encourage 
more, higher quality recycling in Cornwallis 
Gardens, Cornwallis Terrace and part of 
Cambridge Road and in time include Holmebury 
House.

Recycling in these areas will be introduced 
in stages. Cornwallis Terrace will begin with 
seagull proof sacks for waste and recycling and 
Cornwallis Gardens and Holmbury House will 
have community bulk bin recycling including 
glass. The community bulk bins for recycling in 
this area will start in Jan/Feb 2013. Cambridge 
Road will continue with the pink bag recycling 
scheme.
           

Recycle your used small 
electrical items at a WEEE 
Small electrical goods must not be placed in 
your normal household waste or recycling 
collection. The vivid pink WEEE (Waste Electric 
and Electronic Equipment)  banks are located 
at Summerfields Leisure Centre, Morrisons, 
Sainsburys, Asda Tesco Extra, Southdown 
Avenue and Stonehouse Drive.  They all take 
items such as toasters, hairdryers, irons and 
remote controls.

Get it sorted 01424 451077
www.hastings.gov.uk/recycle

YOUR RECYCLING AND WASTE COLLECTION

SEAGULL PROOF SACKS
Use our new 

Seagull Proof Sacks to keep your streets clean.Look out for the 
information leaflet.

Get it sorted
01424 451077

www.hastings.gov.uk/recycle

YOUR RECYCLING AND WASTE COLLECTION

Weekly WEDNESDAY at 7.00am

RECYCLING - PINK BAGS
RUBBISH - BLACK BAGS

plastic
bottlescans

paper cardboard

Recycling targets
The councils recycling target for 2012/2013 is 28% we are currently at 27.2%.  We still have a 
little way to go but with all the variety of schemes in place and the continued efforts made by 
so many residents we are in a good position to reach the target by April 2013.
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Don’t be put off clearing paths because you’re 
afraid that someone might get injured as a 
result of your actions which could result in legal 
repercussions; simply follow our advice to make 
sure you clear the pathway safely.
•	 Clear	the	snow	or	ice	earlier	rather	than	later	

as fresh snow is much easier to shift
•	 Cover	the	now	clear	area	with	salt	before	

nightfall to stop it refreezing overnight
•	 Use	salt	or	sand	–	NOT	water	–	as	this	could	

create dangerous ‘black ice’
•	 Take	care	when	you	move	the	snow,	making	

sure you don’t accidentally block someone’s 
path or bin.

www.hastings.gov.uk/community_living/
weather

Good Neighbours
If you think your neighbour may have difficulty 
getting in or out of their home, offer to clear 
snow and ice around their property. Check that 
any elderly or disabled neighbours are okay in 
the cold weather. If you are worried about them, 
contact East Sussex County Council’s Social Care 
Direct service on 0345 60 80 191.

Frequently asked questions

Q  Who is responsible for clearing snow and 
ice from our roads and pavements?

A  East Sussex County Council (ESCC) is the 
Highway Authority and the law says that they 
must “ensure, so far as is reasonable, that 
passage along a highway is not endangered 
by snow and ice”.

 A full ESCC Winter Maintenance Information 
pack and other advice is available on the 
ESCC website at www.eastsussex.gov.uk/
roadsandtransport

Q What will Hastings Borough Council do?
A Whilst Hastings Borough Council is not legally 

responsible for treating roads and pavements 
during severe weather it recognises the 
enormity of the task and has agreed to assist 
ESCC and try to help make life a little easier 
for residents.

 Hastings Borough Council has a prioritised 
action plan for a period of prolonged snow 
and ice. Details of this plan are available at 
www.hastings.gov.uk/weather

 We will be clearing a route for pedestrians in 
the Town Centres and other major shopping 
areas. We also have a list of hostage roads 
(steepish hills that form the main access to 
housing areas); in these areas we will initially 
provide salt that people can spread and within 
a day or so, spread salt on your behalf on 
these roads. We will also spread salt on access 
roads to main employment areas.

Q Who should I contact about school 
closures and transport disruption? 

A Visit www.eastussex.gov.uk for information 
about school closures and transport 
disruption. 

The Snow Code

The council’s park rangers introduced a new 
Green Dog Walkers scheme in Alexandra Park 
and Hastings Country Park over the summer 
months aimed at changing attitudes to dog 
fouling. 
‘Green Dog Walkers’ are dog walkers who 
have signed a pledge to always clean up after 
their dog and carry extra dog waste bags 
so they can give a bag to anyone who finds 
themselves without one.
The scheme has over 450 dog walkers 
currently signed up. All members have been 
given a badge with the Green Dog Walkers 
logo in recognition of the scheme along 

with a free dog waste bag holder in the shape 
of a bone to further support it.
Cllrs Emily Westley and Phil Scott (pictured 
below) have felt dog mess is such an important 
community issue they have teamed up 
to actively support the Green Dog Walker 
Initiative:
“The pilot scheme was a great success and 
it’s encouraging to see so many dog walkers 
already signed up to clean up after their dog.  
Dog mess is an unpleasant issue for everyone 
to deal with which is why we are promoting 
initiatives aimed at responsible dog ownership 
and reducing the amount of dog mess in our 
parks. We are looking to extend the Green 
Dog Walker scheme to other parks in the Town 

during 2013.”
For more details about this scheme and 
to sign up visit www.hastings.gov.uk/
greendogwalkers or email rangers@
hastings.gov.uk or call 01424 451066
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On Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 
we challenge hatred and persecution 
as we share the memory of the 
millions who have been murdered in 
the Holocaust, Nazi persecution and  
genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur.
Communities in the UK will Build a 
Bridge for HMD 2013 to connect 
everyone in their neighbourhoods. 
In the past, groups have turned 
their back on former neighbours, 
colleagues and even friends who 
have faced persecution for being 
different. Today, our communities 
can reflect on the appalling cost of 
such divisions in the past and affirm 
that by coming together and staying 

together, we can create a safer, 
better future.
Hastings Borough Council will host a 
Holocaust Memorial Day Service at 
St Mary in the Castle on Saturday, 26 
January at 11am. The event will be 
attended by local dignitaries.
All members of the local community 
are invited.
Admission is free by ticket available in 
advance from Hastings Information 
Centre, Priory Meadow.

Working together to save
This autumn three new joint contracts have 
been secured and will ensure massive savings for 
all partners. 

A new innovative contract has been awarded 
to The Landscape Group, one of the longest 
established amenity horticulture specialists in 
the UK, to manage grounds maintenance, which 
includes all the parks and seafront flower beds in 
Hastings and Rother districts.

By working together, Hastings Borough Council, 
Rother District Council and AmicusHorizon 
housing association have formed a unique 
grounds maintenance partnership to realise 
significant savings whilst ensuring that 
maintenance standards remain of the highest 
quality.

Hastings Borough Council, Rother District 
Council, Eastbourne Borough Council and 
Wealden District Council have jointly awarded a 
ten-year contract to deliver waste and recycling 
collections, street cleansing and beach cleaning 
to Kier Service Environmental.

This East Sussex joint waste partnership will 

cover nearly 200,000 properties over a 550sqm 
area and is expected to save the partnership an 
estimated £30million over the next decade.

There will be a phased start to the four councils’ 
services, with Eastbourne and Wealden 
beginning on 1 April 2013, followed by Hastings 
in July 2013 and Rother in April 2014.

Following the appointment of new contractors 
for the grounds maintenance and the waste 
contracts, Hastings and Rother Councils have 
also joined forces to secure yet another contract. 
Gristwood and Toms will be providing the 
new service to maintain trees in local parks, 
woodlands and open spaces.   

The new ten year tree maintenance contract, 
which began on 6 November, has resulted in 
reduced costs for tree work for both councils.  
The contract also allows for AmicusHorizon 
housing association to join and take advantage 
of more competitive rates for tree works.

The grounds maintenance partners: Hastings Borough Council, 
Rother District Council, The Landscape Group and AmicusHorizon
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Hastings Museum & Art Gallery
Johns Place, Bohemia Road
Visit www.hmag.org.uk for more information 
or  01424 451052

Telling Stories
Until 13 January
The second exhibition of the Telling Stories 
project.
All the artists in the exhibition are storytellers 
of a sort -they share their experiences and by 
doing so, hope that you the viewer, bring your 
stories to the works to ‘complete’ them.

The Nature of Things: Animals in Art
From 26 Jan  – 7 April
An eclectic selection of 
paintings, ceramics, prints 
and ephemera from the 
museum collection with 
animals as the subject 
and inspiration. A gallery 
trail will be available.

Jerwood Gallery
Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings
www.jerwoodgallery.org 
01424 728377

Jerwood Drawing Prize
8 December  – 6 January
The Jerwood Drawing Prize 2012 is the largest 
and longest running annual open exhibition 
for drawing in the UK.
Closed from  7 Jan - 1 Feb, to rehang both the 
temporary exhibition and collection galleries. 
Re-opening on the 2 Feb with  the new show 
‘Knock Knock’

The White Rock Theatre
Hastings Seafront
For Tickets and information call the box office 
on 01424 462288

Peter Pan
Saturday 8  – Sunday 30 December
Paul Nicholas will lead the cast as Captain 
Hook in this year’s family pantomime. You’re 
guaranteed to be hooked as the swashbuckling 
adventure is brought magically to life. The 
perfect and unmissable treat for the festive 
season, outstanding entertainment for all the 
family!

A Christmas Carol
Saturday 19 January 2.30 and 7.30pm
An original musical adaptation of A Christmas 
Carol, probably the best-loved of all Dickens’ 
books. 

Electric Palace Cinema
39a High Street Old Town
For tickets and information 
www.electricpalacecimema.com
01424 720393

Stables Theatre
The Bourne, Hastings
www.stables-theatre.co.uk  
01424 432221

A Christmas Carol
14–29 December

Visit www.hastings.gov.uk/events for an  
up-to-date guide to ‘what’s on’ in Hastings

what’s on

Out of Hours Number

01424 451999 
Please also note that you cannot contact the 
emergency services (Fire and Rescue, Police, 
Ambulance or Coastguard) on this number.

Council Christmas opening hours 
Our council offices will be closing at lunchtime on Christmas Eve and re-opening as 
usual on Wednesday 2 January 2013

The Hastings Information Centre will be open as follows:

Christmas Eve: from 8.30am until 5pm

Christmas Day: closed

Boxing Day: closed

Thursday 27 December and Friday 28 December: from 10am – 6.15pm

Saturday 29 December: from 9am – 6.15pm

Sunday 30 December: from 10.30am – 5pm

Monday 31 December and New Year’s Day: from 10am – 5pm

The above times are for reception areas only.  Phones will close at 12noon on 24 
December and reopen at 8.45am on 2 January.
From Wednesday 2 January normal opening hours will resume. 

For information contact Hastings Information Centre on 01424 451066 or  
www.hastings.gov.uk/christmas
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Use this calendar to make sure you put your rubbish (grey bin - white weeks) or recycling (green bin - 
green weeks) out on the correct week. For a reminder of your collection day or any changes visit our 
website:  www.hastings.gov.uk/recycle or call the team on 01424 451077. 

Christmas date changes are shown below.
All other collections (including non-twin bins) are as normal on bank holidays. 
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Waste & Street Scene Services
recyclingandwaste@hastings.gov.uk    01424 451077

Recycling & Waste Twin Bin Calendar 2012/2013
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Collections between Dec 25 - 28 will take place 2 days later.
(eg. if your normal collection day is Tuesday, it will be Thursday)

Collections between Jan 1 - 4 will take place 1 
day later. (eg. if your normal collection day is 
Tuesday, it will be Wedneday)

!

twin bin calendar 12-13.indd   1 16/11/2012   16:48

Are you currently running a small business from 
home but need room to expand a little?  Or are 
you looking to separate your work and home 
life?

Hastings Borough Council offer easy in, easy 
out monthly licences on small units at the East 
and West Castleham Business Centres.  These 
units are suited to light industrial and office use 
for new start-up and already established small 
businesses.  The monthly licences offer flexibility 
and excellent value for money and the fees 
include parking, lighting, heating, cleaning of 
common areas and collection of non bulky/non 
hazardous refuse.

Castleham Business Centre (West) is currently 
undergoing an extensive refurbishment which 

will include new double glazed windows, entry 
phone system for security, upgraded electrical 
installation including energy efficient lighting in 
common areas and the possible creation of a 
small café/catering opportunity.
For the larger businesses, the Council has a 
portfolio of 62 factories, let on full repairing 
and insuring leases.  These are located on 
Castleham, Churchfields and Ponswood 
industrial estates.
To learn more about available properties or to 
arrange a tour please contact: Hastings Borough 
Council, Estates Services on 01424 451641 or 
email estates@hastings.gov.uk with your contact 
details and specific requirements.
www.hastings.gov.uk/estates

Let us help your business grow

Industrial & Commercial
Properties To Let

From 200sq.ft. work units let on monthly licences to 9,300sq.ft. 
leasehold factories, we have a wide variety of commercial   
property available for your business needs.

www.hastings.gov.uk/estates
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Please note:

•	 If	your	green	bin	contains	items	that	cannot	be	recycled	such	as	general	
rubbish (black bags), machine shredded paper, plastic bags, polystyrene, 
glass*, clothing*, garden waste* or wood it will not be collected. 

•	 Rubbish	placed	outside	your	bin	will not be taken. 

* Glass and clothing can be taken to one of our recycling sites around the town. A charged garden 
waste collection service is available. Visit our website or call 01424 451077 for more details.
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Get it sorted!

only at southeasternrailway.co.uk

MANY STANDARD OFF-PEAK 
TRAIN TICKETS 

BUY NOW

for travel 17 Nov - 24 Dec

full terms and conditions at southeasternrailway.co.uk/railsale

* journey time based on fastest off-peak option

OFF
Hastings to

Charing Cross

1h33m

 discounted price
only £22

or £14.50 with railcard 
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Rubbish and Recycling Collection Dates for 
Christmas and New Year 2012/13

Normal collection days apply up to and including Friday 21 December 

Revised collection days over the holiday period are listed below:

Normal Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Revised Collection Day
Monday 24 December  . . . . . . . . . . Monday 24 December
Tuesday 25 December . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 27 December
Wednesday 26 December . . . . . . . Friday 28 December
Thursday 27 December . . . . . . . . . Saturday 29 December
Friday 28 December . . . . . . . . . . . . Sunday 30 December
Monday 31 December  . . . . . . . . . . Monday 31 December
Tuesday 1 January  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday 2 January
Wednesday 2 January  . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 3 January
Thursday 3 January  . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday 4 January
Friday 4 January  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saturday 5 January

Collection days return to normal from Monday 7 January 2013

01424 451077     
www.hastings.gov.uk/recycle
recyclingandwaste@hastings.gov.uk

The Household Waste and Recycling Centre at Pebsham will be open 
until 1pm on 24 December and closed 25 & 26 December. It will be 
open as usual from 27 to 30 December, until 1pm on 31, and closed 
on 1 January. Normal opening times resume from 2 January 2013. 


