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 INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE 

 Introduction  

 Rother District Council and Hastings Borough Council have jointly commissioned 4 global 

Consulting and Strategic Leisure Ltd to produce a Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) for the 

two local authorities as a single area. Rother and Hastings Councils will be hereafter 

referred to as ‘the Councils’ and the overall geographical area will be referred to as the 

‘study area’. 

 Rother District Council (RDC) and Hastings Borough Council (HBC) have close sporting 

links with a number of clubs and sites serving the local residents of both local authorities. 

It is therefore considered pragmatic to consider the two local authorities as a single study 

area, while realising the planning and development constraints faced by the two individual 

authorities.  

 A PPS is a strategic assessment that provides an up to date analysis of supply and 

demand for playing pitches (grass and artificial) in the local authority. Given the breadth 

of sports played in the study area, as well as the intention of the Councils to incorporate 

as much grass-roots participation as possible within the study, the assessment will focus 

on the following sports; 

 Football 

 Rugby 

 Cricket 

 Hockey 

 Tennis 

 Stoolball 

 Outdoor Bowls 

 American Football 

 The Councils are committed to providing sports provision that meets the needs of its 

residents and local clubs. The Councils also have an obligation to assess planning 

applications with a complete evidence base and make decisions that benefit the local 

residents of Rother and Hastings. The Councils have adopted development plans in 

place (Rother Core Strategy, 2014andHastings Planning Strategy, 2014) and these must 

be assessed in line with the future demand for playing pitches and how any loss of 

playing fields would impact the local residents. 

 The objectives of the Rother and Hastings PPS are; 

 Engage with Sport England and the relevant National Governing Bodies 

(NGB’s) for sport and use the national PPS methodology to provide the 

project with a structure proven across the rest of England. 

 Provide a robust evidence base that can be used by multiple Council units 

and other stakeholders for a wide range of future projects  
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 Gather a representative evidence base, by achieving a high response rate 

from the surveys sent to clubs, schools and parish councils/community 

organisations 

 Identify cross boundary NGB issues, the nature and location of any 

overuse, unmet demand and spare capacity for play across all pitch types 

and sports including all elements of current and future demand 

 Establish clear, prioritised, specific and achievable recommendations and 

actions to address the key issues around pitch provision and participation  

 Methodology 

 The assessment methodology adopted for the PPS follows the published guidance from 

Sport England. The guidance used is the 2013 version, Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance 

– An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy. Figure 1 

summarises the approach proposed in this guidance and is broken down into 10 steps. 

Figure 1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach (Sport 
England, 2013) 

 

 To facilitate information gathering and help ensure PPS reports are based on a robust 

evidence base, 4 global has developed an online data entry and assessment platform 

(see images below), which contains all pitch provider and club information. This will 

enable the Council to keep supply and demand information and the strategy up to date 

through to the end of the strategy and beyond. 

  

1. Prepare and tailor 
the approach

2. Gather supply 
information and 

views

3. Gather demand 
information and 

views

4. Understand the 
situation at 

individual sites

5. Develop the 
future and current 

pictures of provision

6. Identify the key 
findings

7. Develop the 
recommendations & 

action plan

8. Write and adopt 
the strategy

9. Apply & deliver 
the strategy

10. Keep the 
strategy robust
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Figure 2 - 4 global’s Online Playing Pitch Platform  

 

 A Project Steering Group comprising representation from the Councils, Sport England 

and National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the study from its 

commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and 

verified the data and information collected to allow the work to proceed efficiently through 

each stage, reducing the margin of error. Details of the steering board and the 

organisations they represent are included in Appendix C – Steering Board Members. 

 The Structure of the Executive Summary 

 The structure of the Executive Summary report is as follows  

 Section 1 - Introductory 

 Section 2 – Strategic Context 

 Section 3 – Summary of Key Findings 

 Section 4 - Recommendations and Action Plan. 

 In addition to the Executive Summary, a detailed report has also been produced, which 

provides a full evidence base for the analysis and a clear methodology for the project. 
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 STRATEGIC CONTEXT  

 This section summarises the most important policies and context that impact upon the 

strategy and its interpretation. It also gives an overview of the demographics of the study 

area, which provides contextual background to sport participation and the need for 

provision now and in the future. 

 Sport specific strategies and policy documents published by NGBs are included within 

each sport’s section to provide more relevant context to each sport. 

 National Context 

 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning 

policies for England.  This provides the framework, which must be taken into account in 

the preparation of local plans and is a material consideration in determining planning 

decisions. The NPPF highlights the purpose of the planning system in terms of 

contributing to the achievement of “sustainable development”, and defines the three 

dimensions of this – economic, social and environmental. Gains in these should be 

sought simultaneously. 

 A ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’ is central to the NPPF. Paragraph 

14 states that, for plan-making, this means:  

 Local planning authorities should positively seek opportunities to meet the 

development needs of their area;  

 Local Plans should meet objectively assessed needs, with sufficient 

flexibility to adapt to rapid change, unless:  

 Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 

outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this Frame 

work taken as a whole; or  

 Specific policies in this Framework indicate development should be 

restricted. 

 The NPPF sets out the requirement of local authorities to establish and provide adequate 

and proper leisure facilities to meet local needs. Paragraphs 73 and 74 outline the 

planning policies for the provision and protection of sport and recreation facilities. 

 “Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and 

recreation can make an important contribution to the health and well-being 

of communities. Planning policies should be based on robust and up to 

date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and recreation 

facilities and opportunities for new provision. The assessments should 

identify specific needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of 

open space, sports and recreational facilities in the local area. Information 

gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open 

space, sports and recreational provision is required”. 

 ‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including 
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playing fields, should not be built on unless:  

 An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open 

space, buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or  

 The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by 

equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable 

location; or  

 The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the 

needs for which clearly outweigh the loss.”  

 Sport England is a statutory consultee on all planning applications that affect sports 

pitches and it has a long established policy of playing pitch retention, even prior to the 

NPPF guidance. It looks to improve the quality, access and management of sports 

facilities as well as investing in new facilities to meet unsatisfied demand. Sport England 

requires local authorities to have an up-to date assessment of playing pitch needs and an 

associated strategy including a recommendation that the evidence base is reviewed 

every three years. The key drivers for the production of the strategy as advocated by 

Sport England are to protect, enhance and provide playing pitches, as follows: 

 Protect: To provide evidence to inform policy and specifically to support 

Site Allocations and Development Management Policies which will protect 

playing fields and their use by the community, irrespective of ownership  

 Enhance: To ensure that sports facilities are effectively managed and 

maintained and that best uses are made of existing resources - whether 

facilities, expertise and/or personnel to improve and enhance existing 

provision – particularly in the light of pressure on local authority budgets  

 Provide: To provide evidence to help secure external funding for new 

facilities and enhancements through grant aid and also through the 

Community Infrastructure Levy1 (CIL) and Section 106 agreements 

 Sport England and local authorities can then use the strategies developed and the 

guidance provided in making key planning decisions regarding sports pitches and facility 

developments in the area and to support or protect against planning applications brought 

forward by developers.  

  

                                                      
 
1 The Community Infrastructure Levy is a planning charge, introduced by the Planning Act 2008 as 
a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to help deliver infrastructure to support the 
development of their area. It came into force on 6 April 2010 through the Community Infrastructure 
Levy Regulations 2010. Development may be liable for a charge under the Community 
Infrastructure Levy. Source: Planning Portal https://www.planningportal.co.uk (Department for 
Communities and Local Government: 2016) 

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/
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 Local Context – Rother 

 Rother is located in the eastern part of East Sussex and shares a border with the County 

of Kent. The District derives its name from the River Rother which traverses the northern 

part of the area from Ticehurst through rural villages to reach the English Channel at Rye. 

The District covers approximately 200 square miles and with the exception of Bexhill and 

the historic towns of Battle and Rye, the area is mainly rural. Rother is a district that 

includes pockets of severe and enduring deprivation, within a district of relative affluence. 

 Approximately 92,325 people currently live in Rother (ESiF 2014 estimates), many 

dispersed across the rural area, but with nearly half being in Bexhill. There is a high 

proportion of elderly people, especially in Bexhill.  

 Based on planned housing growth, Rother’s population is projected to increase by 

approximately 9,200 people between 2011 and 2028. ONS population projections also 

show that older age cohorts that are forecast to increase most. 

 The main settlement in Rother is Bexhill, with the key demographic trends summarised in 

the below points; 

 Bexhill is the largest settlement in Rother district. It has a population of 

43,714 people, equivalent to 48% of the district as a whole.  

 The town’s age structure reflects a combination of the town’s history, 

seaside location, and quiet character, with relatively low house prices 

compared to the wider South East.  

 There is a high proportion of older people, with 34.3% of the population 

aged over 65 years, which compares with 24.7% for East Sussex and 

18.6% for the South East.  

 Migration information confirms a trend in older couples (aged 45+) and 

retirees moving to the town.   

 The proportion of children, younger adults and people aged 30-44 are all 

correspondingly lower than county and regional averages.   

 Local Context – Hastings 

 Hastings is a community of approximately 90,000 people located with the English 

Channel to the south, Combe Haven Valley to the west, Fairlight to the east and the High 

Weald to the north. Together with Bexhill the town of Hastings sits in an urban area with a 

population around 135,000. Its history is shaped partly by its relationship to the sea, but 

also by its distance (60 miles) from London. The town has 8 miles of coastline and is 

surrounded by the mainly rural district of Rother. The population of Hastings is typically 

younger than the rest of East Sussex, with a current age profile similar to the national 

picture. Based on the housing growth proposed between 2011 and 2028, the population 

is forecast to grow by 3.2%. At the same time a growth in the number of households is 

expected to increase from 41,100 in 2011 to 44,500 in 2028 (an increase of 8.2%).  
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 By 2028 there will be a greater proportion of older people, with particular growth in the 

post retirement age group (30% in 2028, compared to 24% in 2011).  

 Ensuring that the PPS action plan and recommendations are in line with the priorities of 

the most recent sport and physical activity strategy is key, in order to allow HBC to 

continue improving the provision and accessibility of sports provision in its most deprived 

areas. 

POPULATION PROFILES AND PROJECTIONS FOR THE STUDY AREA 

 Understanding the population and future growth projections are important in planning the 

future provision of sports facilities.  

 The Councils have provided housing projections in line with the Core Strategy housing 

growth figures, with both the current and projected populations shown spatially overleaf.  

Map 2 illustrates the relatively high density of population in Hastings and the sparser 

distribution of population across Rother.  

 The overall population in Rother and Hastings is projected to grow between 2016 and 

2028 by 4%, from 182,941 to 191,094 with the highest growth centred around Bexhill and 

Hastings.  

 In terms of demographics, a number of age groups are projected to reduce in population 

over the study period, with a projected reduction of 5,108 45-54 year olds. In contrast, the 

older age groups are projected to grow, with an overall projected increase of 17,409 for 

the 55+ age group.  
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Map 1 – Rother and Hastings Population (2016 Projected – source: Office of National Statistics 2014 population projections) 
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Map 2 – Rother and Hastings Population Change. Source: Office of National Statistics 2014 population projections 

 Map 2 shows the 

future projected 

population change 

across Rother and 

Hastings, and how 

the population will 

increase around the 

urban areas, and 

particularly in 

western Bexhill and 

central Hastings. The 

darker the green 

shade, the higher the 

population growth in 

that specific area. 

The red shading 

indicates a projected 

reduction in 

population within the 

given ward.
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DEPRIVATION 

 Deprivation in the study area is a severe issue, but in Hastings in particular. The health of 

people in Hastings is generally worse than the England average. Deprivation is higher 

than average and about 27.7% (4700)2 of children live in poverty. Life expectancy for both 

men and women is lower than the England average, with the difference between life 

expectancy for the most and least deprived areas being 10.4 years for men2. 

 The health of people in Rother is generally better than the England average. Deprivation 

is lower than average, however about 17.8% (2,400)2 children live in poverty. Life 

expectancy for women is higher than the England average, however it is 8.5 years lower 

in the most deprived areas of Rother than in the least deprived areas3 

 Hastings is the 20th most deprived local authority area in England out of 326 authorities 

(lower ranking = more deprived). 16 of the 53 Super Output Areas (SOAs)4 in Hastings 

are in the most deprived 10% in England, compared with 15 in 2010. These are all of 

Central St Leonards and Castle wards, and parts of Hollington, Gensing, Ore, Wishing 

Tree, Tressell and Baird. 

 Rother has six (10%) of SOAs amongst the most deprived 20% in England, four in Bexhill 

(Sidley and Central wards), one in Rye and one in Eastern Rother. 

 Hastings remains the most deprived in the South East, and in the South East Local 

Enterprise Partnership (SELEP) area based on both average score and proportion of 

SOAs in most deprived 10%. 

 The two most deprived neighbourhoods in Hastings are Broomgrove and Farley Bank / 

Halton, are among the most deprived 1% in England. The “7 Streets” area of St Leonards 

are among the most 2% deprived in England.  

 According to the IMD 2015 extent measure 40.3% of Hastings’ population experiences a 

degree of deprivation. 

 Hastings remains the 2nd most deprived seaside town in England after Blackpool 

according to both the rank of average score and the proportion of SOAs in the most 

deprived 10% nationally5.  

 Map 3 overleaf shows the high deprivation in central Hastings, as well as in eastern 

Rother, around Rye and Iden. Lowering levels of deprivation in Sidley and Bexhill Central 

wards have also been identified as priorities for Rother District Council. 

 

                                                      
 
2 Hastings Health Profile (Public Health England: 2015) 
3 Rother Health Profile (2015: Public Health England) 
4 Super Output Areas are a geography for the collection and publication of small area statistics. 
They are used on the Neighbourhood Statistics site and across National Statistics. 
5 English Index of Multiple Deprivation (Office of National Statistics: 2015) 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/beginner-s-guide/census/super-output-areas--soas-/index.html
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Map 3 – Areas of Deprivation in Rother and Hastings 
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 Table 1 summarises the overall demographics in the study area 

Table 1 – Summary of Rother and Hastings Demographic Profile 

Key Factors Rother and Hastings 

Population 2016 (estimated 
- all ages) 

(2014-based Population 
Projections; R&H) 

91,802 (Rother)  
91,139 (Hastings) 
 
182,941 (TOTAL) 

Population 2028 (all ages) 
 

97,353 (Rother) 
93,741 (Hastings) 
191,094 (TOTAL) 

Population Increases Planned Rother: At least 5,700 dwellings 
Hastings: At least 3,600 dwellings.  
Total: At least 9,347 dwellings  

Population characteristics Predominantly white; the population is ageing – the largest growth in the population will be in the 76-84 age group. 

Rural Areas Rother is predominantly rural, with the largest settlement being the coastal town of Bexhill, with smaller market towns of Battle and Rye and 
a number of smaller villages and rural settlements across the rest of the District. Hastings is a far smaller local authority and is made up 
largely of the Hastings town. It is therefore an entirely urban local authority. 

Car Ownership As Rother is more rural, a far higher percentage have access to a car, with only 17.8% not having access. This is lower than both the East 
Sussex and National averages 30.8% of the population in Hastings do not have access to a car, which is 10% more than the East Sussex 
average and almost 6% higher than the national average. This has a significant impact on the ability of residents to get to sports facilities 
and should therefore be considered. 

Deprivation Rother has far lower levels of deprivation, with 8.7% living in the 20% most deprived areas of England. Deprivation is a significant issue, 
especially in Hastings where 44.9% of the population living in the 20% most deprived areas of England. 

Obesity Rother: 21.1% of the adult population are categorised as obese, although 65.8% are classified as overweight 
20.6% of reception children and 32% of Year 6 children were classed as overweight (including obese).Hastings: 22.5% of the adult 
population are categorised as obese, although 64.26% are classified as overweight (including those categorised as obese). 25.1% of 
reception children and 34.3% of Year 6 children were classed as overweight (including obese).  

Health Issues The health of people in Rother is generally better than the England average, with local priorities including cancers, circulatory diseases. In 
contrast, the health of people in Hastings is generally worse than the England average, however the same local priorities for health are 
highlighted  

                                                      
 
6 Rother Public Health Outcomes Framework - http://www.phoutcomes.info/Hastings (2016: Public Health England) 
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 Local Sports Context for Rother and Hastings 

 This section summarises the key sports specific strategies and plans for Rother and 

Hastings, as well as the local participation trends in order to understand the key priorities 

for sports and leisure in the local and surrounding areas. 

THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF SPORT 

 Sport has a valuable role to play in benefitting the health and social economy of the 

nation and at local level. It is estimated that sport makes an £11.3 billion contribution to 

the health economy of England7. in 2010, sport contributed gross value-add of £20.3 

billion to the economy in England.  

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND PARTICIPATION 

 This section summarises the key trends for physical activity, utilising Sport England 

sources such as the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation.  

 

The Value of Participation 

 The value of participation in sport and physical activity is significant, and its contribution 

to individual and community quality of life should not be under estimated. This is true for 

both younger and older people; participation in sport and physical activity delivers: 

 Opportunities for physical activity, and therefore more ‘active living’ 

 Health benefits – cardiovascular, stronger bones, mobility 

 Physical health benefits – prevents and manages 20 chronic disease 

including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, cancer, obesity, 

musculoskeletal conditions 

 Mental health benefits – prevents mental health problems and improves the 

quality of life of those experiencing mental health problems and illnesses 

 Social benefits – socialisation, communication, inter-action, regular contact, 

stimulation 

 In addition, participation in sport and physical activity can facilitate the learning of new 

skills, development of individual and team ability / performance, and provide a 

‘disciplined’ environment in which participants can ‘grow’ and develop. 

 The benefits of regular and active participation in sport and physical activity will be 

important to promote in relation to future sport, leisure and physical activity in Rother and 

Hastings. There is an existing audience in the study area, which already recognise the 

advantages of participation, and a latent community who are ready to take part. The 

sport, physical activity and leisure offer in the study area can support the delivery of the 

desired outcomes across a number of strategic priorities and objectives. 

 
Current Participation Rates 

                                                      
 
7 Local Sport Profile 2015 and the Economic value of sport (Sport England: 2015) 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 16 of 42 

 The participation levels evidenced below8 suggest that the study area has less of a 

sporting and physically active population compared to national and regional figures. 

 The Active People Survey (APS) 10 (2015/16 Q2) highlights that of those 

aged 14+ in Rother, 35.1% participates once a week in sport; this is lower 

than the South East of England (39.5%) and England average (37.0%).  

 However, levels of participation (16+ males and females) population in 

sport have increased over the period the APS Survey has been 

undertaken. Overall, participation rates are higher for males than females 

in Rother 

 The Active People Survey (APS) 10 (2015/16 Q2) highlights that of those 

aged 14+ in Hastings, 31.2% participates once a week in sport; this is 

lower than the South East (39.5%) and England average (37.0%).  

 Levels of participation (16+ males) population in sport have increased over 

the period the APS Survey has been undertaken, but those for females 

have decreased. Overall, participation has remained relatively constant 

over the period of the Active People survey. 

 All relevant Active People (APS 10) participation data for the study area is summarised 

overleaf in Table 13. 

 

                                                      
 
8 Active People Survey: Sport England (2016) 
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Table 2: Adult (16+) Participation in Sport – Rother and Hastings  

Aps 9 Measurement Year Rother t Hastings 
South East 
of England 

England Comment 

16+ participation in 
sport at least once a 
week 

2005/06 29.1% 28.9% 37.10% 34.6 % Rates in the two districts are lower than South East of England and 
England averages. 

2015/16 33.4% 29.2% 38.7% 36.1% 

16+ 1-2 x 30 minutes 
of moderate sports 
participation per 
week 

2015/16 25.7% 21.6% 27.4% 25.5% 

While Rother’s rate of participation is above the national average, 
Hasting’s rate is considerably lower. 
Rother’s rate of participation has increased from AP1 2005/06 23.4% to 
25.7%, whilst that in Hastings has fallen  
from AP1 2005/06 24.1% to 21.6%. 

16+ 30 minutes 
moderate intensity 
activity 3 or more 
times a week 

2014/2015 15.0% 14.7% 19.0% 17.7% 

The proportion of people in Rother taking part in 30 minutes’ moderate 
intensity activity 3 times or more times a week has increased since APS1 
2005/06 (11.0%), however it has steadily decreased from APS7 2012/13 
(16.8%) 
The proportion of people (14.5%) in Hastings taking part in 30 minutes’ 
moderate intensity activity 3 or more times a week has increased since 
APS1 2005/06 (13.0%), however it has steadily decreased from APS7 
2012/13 (16.8%) 

 APS 10 Q2 also identifies that: 

 In terms of Latent Demand, 44.8% of all adults in Rother, and 57.2% of all adults in Hastings want to do more sport 

 33.5% of adults in Rother, and 28.2% of adults in Hastings, who are already physically active, want to do more sport (APS 8 2013/14 

– data for APS 9 and APS10 are not available due to the insufficient sample size) 

 30.9% of those who are physically inactive in Rother (APS 8 2013/14), and 28% of those who are physically inactive in Hastings want 

to do more sport 

 Satisfaction with existing sports facilities has decreased from 55.6% to 53.1% in Rother, and decreased significantly in Hastings from 

61.2% to 54.1% over the last 3 years.  
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 Summary of Key Findings 

 A detailed supply and demand analysis has been undertaken for all sports across the 

study area. The full outputs of this are included in the main PPS Analysis Report. 

 The following section provides a summary of the key findings for each of the sports 

analysed within the main report. 

 Football 

Table 3: Key findings for Football 

Football Summary Box 

 The supply and demand analysis indicates there is a deficit of capacity 

across Rother and Hastings for grass football pitches, with deficiency being 

most severe for youth 11v11 pitches and mini soccer 5v5 pitches. Note: This 

analysis is undertaken using a reduced maximum carrying capacity for 

pitches of all sizes, based on widespread drainage issues as well as the lack 

of Sunday league football across the study area, as agreed with the FA as 

the most appropriate reflection of match play for the study area 

 Although the data for the study area as a whole shows a deficit for grass 

pitches, when considered on its own, Hastings has a surplus of senior 

pitches but a deficit of youth and mini pitches 

 Balance figures; adult football +11.5 pitches, youth football -19.5 pitches and 

mini soccer -1.5 pitches 

 This balance shows that there is an overall deficit of football pitches across 

Rother and Hastings, with only adult football showing a surplus of supply. In 

reality, this surplus is undermined by youth and mini-soccer teams playing 

matches on adult sized pitches 

 To address the negative balance across adult and youth 11v11 pitches, it is 

recommended that additional capacity of 8 match equivalents per week is 

developed across the study area. This can be achieved through the 

development of 3 11v11 good quality grass pitches, the improvement of 

existing standard and poor quality pitches, or a combination of the two 

 The Councils should also explore the option of remarking adult and youth 

pitches as mini soccer pitches, to address the deficit and provide small 

children with fit-for-purpose football facilities 

 A key FA priority for Rother and Hastings is to develop a collaborative pitch 

maintenance programme for the study area, with club officers, council 

officers and volunteers benefitting from a joint equipment bank and training 

by qualified FA pitch experts 

 A significant proportion of football pitches are owned and managed by the 

respective local authority or local parish council’s, with a general downward 

trend in pitch quality identified throughout club consultations 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 19 of 42 

Football Summary Box 

 The Councils are looking for more efficient ways to distribute their 

maintenance budgets and would like to work with the National Governing 

Bodies to prioritise and deliver pitch and facility maintenance projects 

 A number of the key clubs in the area, such as Bexhill United and Little 

Common FC, play on sites owned by the local authority however these sites 

are unable to meet the requirements of the FA for the level of competition 

played by each of the club’s first teams. This also applies to Westfield FC 

however the arrangement is different at this site is leased from the Parish 

Council 

 The report has highlighted instances of demand displacement from within 

the study area to neighbouring local authorities, caused by operational and 

financial issues at the original sites. RDC and HBC have an ambition, where 

possible, to bring these clubs (and associated demand) back into the study 

area, and will work with the club to ensure fit-for-purpose facilities area 

available. 

 A number of locally owned authority site are currently protected as part of 

Hastings Borough Council Planning Policy, namely; Ark William Parker, 

Sandhurst Rec, The Pilot Field. Tilekiln Rec, Tackleway and the Firs. 

Gibbons field is not protected as a playing field but is protected as green 

space 

 A common issue across the sites is the quality of ancillary facilities, which 

are in some cases unfit for purpose and urgently requiring re-development 

 There is a deficit of 3G AGP supply, with a recommended need for between 

4.8 and 5 full size 3G pitches (1.4 and 3.6 in Hastings and in Rother 

respectively), based on FA calculations. There are not currently any Fifa 1* 

3G pitches in the study area that are suitable for competitive football. While 

the FA calculation identifies a need for 5 new pitches across the study area, 

following consultation with the FA and the Councils, this is not a realistic 

aspiration due to the rural nature of much of the study area, as well as the 

lack of funding opportunities. The output of this strategy is therefore a 

recommendation to develop 3 full size pitches across the study area (2 in 

Rother and 1 in Hastings), with a view to reviewing this model as and when 

this output is achieved 

 The following requirements should be addressed for any new 3G facility 

across Rother and Hastings; 

o Able to serve areas of high relative population density, such as 

Bexhill and Hastings, in order to ensure that demand for the 

facilities is consistent and they are accessible to the greatest 

possible number of participants 

o Developed in line with a usage agreement that ensures 

community use at peak times (1700 – 2200 weekdays and all 
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Football Summary Box 

day throughout the weekend) 

o Utilises a consistent pricing policy for residents. Pricing policies 

should be affordable for grassroots clubs. This should include a 

match-rate at weekends that is equivalent to the LA national turf 

pitch prices 

o Be able to satisfy the requirements for FA Step 5 and 6 grounds, 

to ensure that local football clubs can continue to move up the 

FA affiliated football ladder. Note: this is not required for all new 

facilities but appropriate availability should be provided to the 

competitive clubs who require these facilities. This includes 3G 

stadia Step 5 & 6 facilities where appropriate and where the 

operating model is financially sustainable 

o Facilities are to be built to FIFA quality concept for Football Turf – 

FIFA quality (previously FIFA 1 star) accreditation. These should 

be tested and registered on the FA 3G pitch register. 

 In order to secure the sites and develop the appropriate facilities to meet the 

needs of local residents, the Councils and the FA should look to explore the 

use of education sites, in order to maximise use during school time and also 

utilise on-site maintenance teams for general upkeep. School sites should 

be considered where the appropriate community development outcomes 

can be secured and a sinking fund for carpet replacement can be full 

demonstrated 

 It is key that when looking at 3G AGP development and the business cases 

that support these projects, stakeholders adhere to a consistent pricing 

matrix for users. The development of an appropriate matrix should be 

discussed with the FA, in order to ensure consistent pricing across the study 

area and to make sure that ‘price wars’ do not emerge between competing 

facilities 

 There is currently no Sunday League competitive football played in either 

Rother and Hastings. It should be noted that if this type of football (affiliated 

but low standard adult football) was to increase in demand and there was 

sufficient demand for a competitive league, the demand for facilities and the 

resulting wear and tear of grass pitches would increase. 

 

 Cricket 

Table 4: Key findings for Cricket 

Cricket Summary Box 

 There is an overall surplus of cricket wickets across the study area. 

 There is a lower number of non-turf pitches than would normally be expected in an 

area with the demand for cricket that is present in Rother and Hastings. This leads 
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to a small number of sites being over-capacity, with clubs unable to use non-turf 

pitches for youth cricket. In line with ECB guidance, the use of non-turf pitches 

should be limited to junior cricket and training, however the development of high 

quality non-turf pitches would reduce the wear and tear on the existing grass pitches 

and improve the overall quality of cricket in the study area.  

 The shortfall is particularly apparent in Bexhill and Hastings, where users regularly 

report not being able to secure facilities for Saturday PM match slots during the 

summer 

 Team generation rates, calculated using national population growth projections, 

suggest that there will be negative growth in demand for cricket  

 Balance figures for 2016 (not including non-turf pitches) - +412 wickets (Rother) and 

+71 (Hastings) 

 While the TGR does not identify any projected growth, the Councils have predicted 

an increase in the demand for women and girls cricket across the study area, with 

both the Councils and the ECB actively looking to increase the amount of ladies’ 

cricket that is played. 

 Key priorities for cricket in the area include;  

o Confirming the long term strategy for Bexhill CC in terms of preferred 

pitch location.  

o Work with Sidley CC regarding their aspirations to return to playing 

cricket in Bexhill  

o Confirm the long term playing location for Hastings and St Leonards 

Priory CC, considering the uncertainty surrounding the Horntye Park 

Sports Complex 

o Providing further capacity at peak Saturday PM match times, to allow 

users to book facilities more easily, either through more efficient 

management of match timetables or the provision of additional pitches 

and squares in Bexhill and Hastings. 

o Assisting the rural clubs with continued development of both playing 

and ancillary facilities  

 Users are finding it increasingly difficult to secure matchplay facilities in the areas of 

Bexhill and Hastings. While cricket is well supplied in the rural parts of the district, 

further capacity is required in the more urban areas. 

 Increasing the number of opportunities for women and girls to play cricket and 

improving the ‘offer’ in order to attract and retain new participants 

 Rugby 

Table 5 – Key findings for Rugby  

Rugby Summary Box 

 There are three main rugby clubs in Rother and Hastings; Rye RFC, Hastings and 

Bexhill RFC and St Leonards Cinque Ports RFC 

 The three key sites that have community use all have deficiency of supply, with Ark 

William Parker Academy calculated as having the most significant deficit. It should 

be noted that while the balance for rugby at Bexhill Road is balanced, when 

American Football is taken into consideration then a deficit is created 

 The RFU are looking to support all three clubs to improve their facilities and 
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continue to attract new players and social members 

 Both Rye Rugby Club and Bexhill Road Recreation ground suffer from having poorly 

maintained pitches, which leads to a low carrying capacity due to the amount of time 

these pitches need to recover following a match or training session 

 61% of rugby matches at Bexhill Road Recreation Ground were cancelled in 

2015/16, which significantly limits the ability of St Leonards Cinque Ports RFC  

 Team generation rates across the study area project a small growth in mini-rugby 

demand, however this is offset by a projected reduction in demand for senior rugby 

 The RFU is looking to encourage clubs to be part of the Pitch Improvement 

Programme. This will provide detailed maintenance and facility development advice, 

as well as funding for equipment and materials. 

 An urgent output of the study is the need to support Rye Rugby Club (-6) and 

Hastings and Bexhill RFC (-9.5) to reduce the deficit of pitches at their respective 

homegrounds. This can be achieved by increasing the quality of existing pitches, 

increasing the quantity of provision, or a combination of the two. Clubs across the 

study are would benefit significantly from having access to a 3G AGP facility for 

training purposes, therefore the secured use by rugby of any new 3G developments 

in the study area should be explored 

 If land is available, the Council and the RFU should be looking to secure new 

pitches for Rugby in the area. New rugby sites should be well located within 15 

minute drive time to Bexhill and/or Hastings. There should also be the option to 

transfer ownership of the asset to the rugby club if the club is willing. Any new site 

that is developed for rugby and maintained by the local authority will need to have a 

clear agreement stating the required level of maintenance and responsibilities of 

each party in order to maintain the quality of the grass pitches and the ancillary 

facilities 

 There has been no further requirement for new rugby provision in the rural areas of 

the local authority. 

 

 Hockey 

Table 6 – Key findings for Hockey  

Hockey Summary Box 

 South Saxons Hockey Club is the only club in Rother and Hastings, running 9 teams 

across senior men, women and juniors 

 Hockey is played at Horntye Park Sports Complex, where the sand-based surface 

was identified as poor and requiring replacement.   

 With the on-going uncertainty over the future of Horntye Park Sports Complex, it is 

important that provision for hockey in the study area is protected and South Saxons 

are able to use a facility that is fit for purpose and continues to allow the club to 

grow the amount of hockey played in the study area 

 South Saxons have identified latent demand for hockey, which could be addressed 

if there was further capacity for additional Saturday match play. This is likely to be 

addressed by the recommendation to build 3G facilities elsewhere in the study area, 

as casual use and small sided commercial football, played both at the weekend and 

during peak weekdays, could be displaced elsewhere, therefore providing greater 
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capacity for hockey usage. 

 Tennis 

Table 7 – Key findings for Tennis  

Tennis Summary Box 

 Tennis is played across Rother and Hastings, with supply provided by a 

combination of membership-based clubs and local authority owned public courts 

 The general quality of tennis supply was deemed to be marginally higher in 

Hastings (78% compared to 74%), however there is significantly more supply in 

Rother due to the difference in size and large amount of rural areas serviced by 

their own courts 

 The Councils own and manage a number of key facilities, such as Alexandra Park, 

Falaise Road and Egerton Park 

 Following consultation, the LTA has stated that it is looking to partner with local 

authorities in park court redevelopment projects, and would like to work with the 

Councils to identify sites where this would lead to the greatest growth in 

participation. 

 Although latent demand is identified when using the Sport England Active People 

Tool, following consultations it can be concluded that additional courts are not 

required to meet capacity. The Councils and the LTA should instead prioritise the 

improvement of quality for existing sites. 

 The LTA have identified a deficit of indoor tennis facilities in the study area 

 Stoolball 

Table 8 – Key findings for Stoolball  

Stoolball Summary Box 

 Stoolball is played across Sussex, which has the highest proportion of stoolball 

participants for any county across the UK 

 Stoolball is growing, with new clubs emerging in Sussex, Kent and Surrey and 

matches being played not only during weekday evenings but also at the weekends 

 Stoolball in Rother and Hastings is played at cricket facilities with clubs utilising 

playing and ancillary facility normally used by the local cricket club. 

 Of all cricket sites used for Stoolball in the study area, the following sites scored the 

highest on assessment; 

o Ark William Park Academy, Battle Area Sports Centre, The Clappers, 

Staplecross Recreation Ground, King George V Playing Fields and 

Ashburnham Recreation Ground 

 Following consultation with Stoolball England, the key priorities for the area are to; 

o Focus on the continued growth of the sport through the general 

improvement in facilities and marketing 

o Work with the cricket clubs to develop ancillary facilities and improve 

social areas 

 Work with Ark William Parker to fix facility hire fees and maintain stoolball at the site 
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 Bowls 

Table 9 – Key findings for Bowls  

Bowls Summary Box 

 Bowls is played across 19 sites in Rother and Hastings at bowls greens owned by 

the Local Authority, Parish Councils and private bowls clubs 

 The general trend for bowls demand in the study area is consistent, with the 

majority of clubs stating that membership numbers had stayed at a similar level 

across previous years and was not projected to grow in the future. This is consistent 

with national trends, which indicate a falling demand for bowls across the country 

but a consistency of demand in rural areas with ageing populations 

 This is consistent with the calculations for latent demand, which do not identify 

future demand for new facilities as the small amount of projected increase can be 

satisfied by the current supply of bowls clubs. It is not possible to utilise the team 

generation calculation for Bowls club as the detailed team information is not 

available 

 The proportion of bowls participant’s in the study area is higher than the national 

average, however the national trends indicate a downward trend for bowls  

 The largest clubs in the area (no. of members) are Clive Vale Lawn Bowls Club, 

White Rock Bowls Club, Gullivers Bowls Club and Polegrove Bowls Club 

 The key priorities for bowls in the study area are focussed on ancillary facility 

development and improve disabled access to clubhouses and pavilions, as well as 

improving the ditch channels at White Rock (Falaise Road) 

 American Football 

Table 10 – Key findings for American Football  

American Football Summary Box 

 American Football in Rother and Hastings is played by Hastings Conquerors, who 

attract demand from across the study area and neighbouring local authorities 

 The club is growing and is one of the largest in the south east of England 

 The club is based at Bexhill Road Recreation Ground and has over 70 members 

(adults and juniors) 

 The club expects a high increase in participants (30+) in the next three years. This 

is influenced by the lack of competing supply, with Hastings Conquerors being the 

only AF club within 1 hours’ drive. The club also believes there is significant latent 

demand for American Football in the UK, however Active People data is not 

available to quantify the amount of latent demand 

 Priorities for American Football in the study area are  

o Providing assistance to the club in the recruitment and education of 

coaching staff 

o Improve the overall standard of playing facilities, with the ideal outcome 

being the use of a 3G AGP that can be used for full contact sports 

 An improvement or replacement of the ancillary clubhouse at Bexhill Road 

Recreation Ground, to provide facilities for the 100+ players and coaches to 

congregate and socialise after a game. 
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 Summary and Action Plan  

 Overview 

 In order to continue the development of sport and physical activity across Rother and 

Hastings, it is expected that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch 

Strategy project, continues to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as 

part of the strategy. 

 Through a detailed supply and demand analysis of the 8 sports included in the scope of 

the strategy, as well as stakeholder consultations across the study area, an action plan 

has been created, which will guide the steering group in their delivery of sports provision 

and facility decisions over the next 10 years. 

 This section provides a detailed action plan, broken down by site with clear owners, 

timescales and expected resources. This is shown overleaf in Table 87. 

 The table identifies potential sources of external funding (not provided by Rother District 

Council or Hastings Borough Council). It should be noted that funding for the actions 

below could come from one, or a combination, of funding sources. This is not an 

extensive list and could be extended to other sources, depending on availability. 

 CIL Monies 

 Section 106 funding 

 Community Grants Schemes 

 The Action Plan does not identify all those clubs that may be partners or provide 

resources in relation to its delivery.  It is assumed that where clubs have a long-standing 

interest in a specific site that they will be a partner in delivering the actions and contribute 

financially or in-kind where appropriate. 

 The Action Plan does not identify Rother District Council or Hastings Borough Council as 

a key resource either in terms of officer time or finance, except for those sites owned 

and/or managed by the Council.  However, the Councils have an interest in all those 

projects delivered within each local authority area and may contribute towards them 

either financially or in-kind, as appropriate and subject to available resources. 

 In addition to this, the following high level recommendations for the study area are 

summarised below; 

 Increase the provision of 3G AGP provision across the study area, with 

the development of 2 full size pitches in Rother and 1 full size pitch in 

Hastings, all in line with the requirements and criteria set out in the main 

report 

 Continue to invest in the grass pitches across the study area, to improve 

the quality and reduce the amount of cancelled games during periods of 

poor weather.  

 Seek additional capacity of 8 match equivalents per week is developed 

across the study area for football. This can be achieved through the 
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development of 3 11v11 good quality grass pitches, the improvement of 

existing standard and poor quality pitches, or a combination of the two 

 With regards to cricket, providing further capacity at peak Saturday PM 

match times, to allow users to book facilities more easily, either through 

more efficient management of match timetables or the provision of 

additional pitches and squares in Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Reduce the deficit of rugby pitches in Rye and Bexhill/Hastings. This can 

be achieved by increasing the quality of existing pitches, increasing the 

quantity of provision, or a combination of the two. Town and Parish 

Councils should look to collaborate with the National Governing Bodies 

in order to enhance current maintenance practices.   

 Explore opportunities to develop the basic maintenance capabilities of 

volunteers and local residents through sharing knowledge and expertise, 

providing training and setting up equipment banks where practical 

 Use the existing Institute of Groundsmen (IOG) reports to inform the re-

prioritisation of maintenance work across local authority owned pitches, 

in order to address sites with significant pitch quality issues 

 Collaborate with the ECB and the FA to address issues with 

‘bottlenecks’ on Saturday PM match slots (lack of facilities available at 

peak time). In terms of cricket, this could be through more efficient 

management of match timetables or the provision of additional pitches 

and squares in Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Utilise CIL Monies, Section 106 and other sources of sports related 

funding where available to fund the development of local sports facilities  
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Table 11 – Rother and Hastings PPS Action Plan  

Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Alexandra 
Park (H) 

Tenn-1 

This is the largest active local 
authority owned site in 
Hastings and benefits from 
access to public toilet facilities 
due to its location in the park 

1. Work with the LTA to explore the 
potential of the LTA Investment Fund, 
which can then lead to investment at 
Alexandra Park 
2. Explore utilising LTA funding to 
develop floodlights and improve overall 
court quality, as well as running LTA 
programmes at the courts throughout 
summer evening and weekends 

HBC 

LTA 

HBC officer 
time to bid for 
funding 
HBC match 
funding 
LTA facility 
grant 

Short Medium 

Ark William 
Parker 
Academy (H) 

Crick-1 

The practice nets are 
currently unusable and 
require renovation if the site is 
to be used for community use. 

Work with the ECB to renovate the 
practice nets to allow training and match 
day use. 

Ark William 
Parker 
Academy 

ECB 
HBC 

ECB grant 
funding 
HBC officer 
time 

Medium Low 

Rug-1 

Drainage issues have been 
identified at the site, following 
an initial pitch improvement 
project at the site. The 
changing facilities are also not 
fit for purpose for female and 
disabled users 

1. Work with the RFU to confirm ongoing 
maintenance and investment 
programme, to build on the progress 
made during the pitch improvement 
programme. 
2. Invest in moveable floodlights, to allow 
training to take place off the pitches and 
for training space to be moved around 
the ground depending on the state of the 
grass. 

Hastings and 
Bexhill RFC 

HBC 
RFU 
AWP 
Academy 

RFU support 
HBC officer 
time 

Short Medium 

Stool-1 

There is a risk that prices for 
hire are increased by the 
academy, leading to the club 
not being able to afford to use 
the facility 

Seek to agree a formal agreement with 
the academy with a commitment to fixing 
prices over an agreed term, to provide 
the club with medium to long term 
security of tenure. 

Stoolball 
England 

HBC 
AWP 
Academy 

HBC officer 
time 

Short Medium 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 28 of 42 

Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Ashburnham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Crick-2 

The mobile net that has been 
previously used for training on 
the square is broken and not 
fit for purpose. 

Work with the ECB to access the small 
grants scheme and apply for a 
new/repaired roll-on net. 

Ashburnham 
and Penhurst 
PC 

RDC 
ECB 

ECB grant 
funding 

Medium Low 

Beckley 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Tenn-2 

The site needs significant 
refurbishment as it is not 
currently fit for purpose or an 
attractive place to play tennis 

Ascertain if there is local demand for  
tennis provision and if so, work with the 
LTA to apply for funding for new or 
refurbished facilities.. 

Beckley PC 

RDC  
LTA 

LTA grant 
funding 

Medium Low 

Battle Area 
Sports Centre 
(R) 

Foot-2 

Although the site scored well 
during the assessment, this 
pitch currently suffers from 
drainage issues, which limits 
availability of community use. 

Work with the FA and the IOG to confirm 
the cause of the drainage issues. 

Battle Area 
Sports 
Centre  

RDC 
IOG 
Battle TC 
Claverham 
College 
FA 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Battle Sports 
Centre Officer 
Time 
FA 
maintenance 
grants/funding 

1. Short 
 
 
 
 
2. Medium 

1. Low 
 
 
 
 
2. High 

Battle 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-3 

Site users have identified 
drainage issues at the site, 
however drainage ditches 
have recently been dug, 
which are likely to have a 
positive impact on the quality 
of the pitches during periods 
of wet weather. 
Levelling work is also needed 
to bring the junior pitch up to 
the required standard. 

1. Undertake a new assessment of the 
pitches during the 2016/17 season to 
confirm the impact of new drainage 
ditches.  
2. Carry out levelling work to the junior 
pitch 

Battle TC 

IOG 
RDC 
FA 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Battle TC  

Medium Low 

Bexhill Rug-2 The school has stated that 1. Work with RDC planning team to Bexhill Bexhill Short Low 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Academy (R) they would be prepared to 
discuss the use of grass 
pitches for rugby training, 
however floodlights would be 
required in order to make this 
feasible during the winter. 

confirm whether it is possible to obtain 
planning consent for new floodlights 
2. If point 1. Is successful, work with the 
RFU to confirm whether the installation 
of floodlights at the academy would be 
beneficial, practical and financially viable 
and if so, support the school in 
applications for funding.  

Academy 

RDC 
RFU 

Academy 
Resources 

Bexhill Road 
Recreation 
Ground 
(Located in 
RDC LA area 
but owned and 
managed by 
HBC) 

Foot-6 

The football pitches at the site 
suffer from drainage issues, 
with a high number of 
cancelled matches occurring 
from November to February. 

1. Re-prioritise the maintenance effort, 
especially during periods of wet weather, 
to address drainage issues and reduce 
cancellation. Utilise the outputs of the 
2015 IOG reports to provide greater 
detail and instruction on maintenance 
requirements 
2. Introduce strict use policy, with no 
casual use on the marked pitches, in 
order to allow recovery time for high use 
areas. 
3. Review pitch layout to ensure most 
efficient way to meet demand  

HBC  

RDC 
FA 

HBC officer 
time 
RDC officer 
time 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Re-
prioritisation of 
HBC 
maintenance 
scope 

1.Medium 
 
 
 
2. Short 
 
 
 
3. Short 

1. High 
 
 
 
2. Medium 
 
 
 
3. Medium 

Foot-7 

The timber ancillary facility on 
the Hastings side of the site 
has reached its end of life and 
needs replacing. The 2nd 
ancillary is also in a poor 
state. 

1. Rationalise the current ancillary 
facilities and invest in the existing 
western pavilion to ensure the facility is 
fit for purpose. Work with the FA and the 
RFU to refine the design of the facility 
and engage with the Hastings 
Conquerors on their needs and ambition 
to develop the social side of the club 
using a bar area. 
2. Work with the Community Interest 
Company who manage the adjacent Hub 
and wider Combe Valley Park area to 

HBC 

RDC 
FA 
Sport England 

HBC officer 
time 
FA Football 
Foundation 
 

Medium High 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

explore potential joint developments to 
serve the need of local residents. 

Rug-3 

There is a lack of appropriate 
ancillary facilities for rugby. 
The timber clubhouse it at the 
end of its life and needs 
replacing. 

1. Rationalise the current ancillary 
facilities and invest in the existing 
western pavilion to ensure the facility is 
fit for purpose. Work with the FA and the 
RFU to refine the design of the facility. 
2. Work with the new Visitor HUB 
Community Café facilities next door to 
explore the potential for both the Rugby 
Club and the American Football Club 
making use of the Hub facilities. 

HBC 

RDC 
RFU 
Sport England 

HBC officer 
time 
RFU facility 
funding 
 

Medium High 

AF-1 

There is a lack of appropriate 
ancillary facilities for American 
football. The timber clubhouse 
it at the end of its life and 
needs replacing. 

1. Rationalise the current ancillary 
facilities and invest in the existing 
western pavilion to ensure the facility is 
fit for purpose. Work with the Hastings 
Conquerors on their needs and ambition 
to develop the social side of the club 
using a bar area. 
2. Work with the Community Interest 
Company who manage the adjacent Hub 
and wider Combe Valley Park area to 
explore potential joint developments to 
serve the need of local residents. 

HBC 

RDC 
BAF 
Sport England 

HBC officer 
time 
BAF facility 
funding 

Medium High 

Bodiam 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-8 

The pitch quality score has 
identified issues with the 
pitch, particularly drainage, 
which is supported by user 
consultations. 

Work the FA to determine whether 
investment in improved drainage and 
maintenance would represent value for 
money with consideration of demand and 
the site’s location on a flood plain.   

Bodiam PC 

IOG 
RDC 
FA 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

Medium Low 

Brightling Park 
(R) 

Crick-3 
The pavilion is in poor 
condition and is not fit for 

 Replace the clubhouse with a basic 
modern structure that can be used by the 

Brightling CC 

Brightling 
Brightling Park 
Trust 

Medium Low 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 31 of 42 

Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

purpose. cricket club and for local community use 
and leisure events. 

Park Trust 
Brightling PC 
RDC 

ECB grant 
funding 

Burwash 
Common 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

Crick-4 

The square does not currently 
have an artificial pitch on the 
square, which limits the 
amount of junior cricket that 
can be played during the 
season. 

Work with the ECB to apply for small 
grants funding for a new non-turf pitch on 
the edge of the square. 

Burwash 
Common 
Cricket Club 

ECB 
Burwash PC 
RDC 

ECB grant 
funding 

Medium Low 

Catsfield 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Foot-9 

The site scored poorly on 
assessment, with particular 
focus on the maintenance 
programme. The Parish 
Council currently undertake 
the maintenance and further 
support and resources for 
basic pitch maintenance 
would improve the overall 
quality of provision.  

Work with the FA to provide the Parish 
Council with advice on best practice 
maintenance techniques and if required, 
use an Institute of Groundsmanship 
assessment to identify key issues at the 
site. 

Catsfield PC  

FA 
RDC 
IOG 

FA pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Catsfield PC 

Short Low 

Crick-5 

On inspection, significant 
issues were identified with 
rabbit holes and damage to 
the surface, which was 
deemed to be partially unsafe 
on inspection.  

1. Work with the Parish Council to 
improve security against animal damage 
2. Work with the ECB to provide 
guidance on pest control for publicly 
owned pitches. 

Catsfield PC  

ECB 
RDC 

Catsfield PC 
officer time 

Short Low 

Stool-2 

The club has stated that dog 
fouling is an issue and the 
outfield would benefit from 
periodic rolling to ensure it 
maintains evenness. 

1. Work with the Parish Council to 
improve signage at the site, in order to 
reduce dog fouling. 
2. Collaborate with the cricket club to 
organise for volunteers to use the cricket 
club maintenance equipment to roll the 
outfield. 

Catsfield PC  Catsfield PC Short Low 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 
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Crowhurst 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-10 

The pavilion is in need of 
major refurbishment, with the 
timber floor and verandah 
being the main priorities. 
There is a proposal to reduce 
the frequency of mowing due 
to resource constraints. 

Ensure that the current level of 
maintenance is at least maintained, in 
order to reduce the risk of the site quality 
degrading further. 

 
Crowhurst 
PC 

FA 

Crowhurst PC  Short Medium 

Crowhurst 
Park Cricket 
Club (R) 

Crick-6 

The pavilion requires 
significant attention as the 
timber frame is currently 
rotting. The club is also 
looking to formalise the tenure 
of the site with Sport England 
and the ECB. 

1. The club should look to sign a long 
term community use agreement with the 
landowner to ensure long term security 
of tenure. 
2. Work with the ECB to confirm the best 
approach for the pavilion (renovation or 
replacement) and support the club in this 
development  

Crowhurst 
Park CC 

Battle TC 
ECB 
 

Crowhurst 
Park CC 
volunteer time 
Claremont 
School 
ECB facility 
funding 

1. Short 
 
2. Long 

1. Low 
 
2. Medium 

Drewett 
Cricket Field 
(R) 

Crick-7 

The pavilion requires 
refurbishment and if 
completed, would ensure the 
site is an example of high 
quality rural cricket provision.  

Refurbish the ancillary facility to ensure 
the facilities meet the need of the club 
and local residents 

Hurst Green 
CC 

ECB 

ECB grant 
funding 
Hurst Green 
CC volunteer 
time 

Long Low 

Egerton Park 
Bowls Green 
(R) 

Bowls-1 
Disabled access is poor and 
should be improved 

Work with Bowls England to apply for 
funding to plan for and implement 
improved accessibility at the site.  

Egerton Park 
BC 

RDC 
Bowls 
England 

RDC  
Bowls 
England 
facility funding 
SE facility 
funding 

Medium Low 

Falaise Road 
(H) 

Tenn-4 
This site is currently out of 
service due to the poor quality 
of facilities.  

Confirm with the LTA whether it is 
realistic for funding to be assigned to the 
site. If this is not feasible, look to re-
designate the courts as open space or 
an alternative sports facility. 

HBC 

LTA 

HBC officer 
time 
LTA funding (if 
required) 

Short High 

Frewen 
College (R) 

Crick-8 
The school is looking to 
increase community use at 

1. Northiam CC should look to sign a 
formal community use agreement with 

Frewen 
College 

 
Frewen 

Medium low 
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the site, however there is not 
a formal security use 
agreement in place between 
Northiam CC and Frewen 
College.  

the school to ensure a long-term security 
of tenure 
2. Begin planning for a replacement 
pavilion and identifying how that will be 
funded. 

Northiam CC 
RDC 
 

College 
Sport England 
RDC 

George 
Meadow (R) 

Crick-9 

The club has been affected 
significantly by vandalism, 
with attempts to reduce this 
using anti-climb paint resulting 
in the vandals smearing the 
paint over the new artificial 
wicket. 

1. ECB to support the club in improving 
the measures to reduce vandalism 
2. Apply to ECB small grants fund, in 
order to install improved net facilities at 
the club 

Battle CC 

Battle TC 
ECB 
RDC 

Battle TC  
ECB advice 
and support 
ECB small 
grants fund 

Short Medium 

Guestling 
Bowls Green 
(R) 

Bowls-2 
The ancillary facilities are 
dated and require 
refurbishment  

Work with Guestling Parish Council to 
refurbish the clubhouse. 

Guestling 
Bowls Club 

Guestling PC 
RDC 

Bowls 
England 
facility funding  

Long Low 

Guestling 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Foot-11 

The pitches are maintained by 
the Parish Council and 
currently receive minimal 
maintenance and are of poor 
overall quality. The pavilion 
falls short of modern 
standards 

1. Support the Parish Council with their 
ambitions of bringing the previously used 
senior football pitch back into use. 
2. Work with Sport England to develop a 
business plan for redeveloping the 
pavilion 

Guestling PC  

FA 
RDC 

FA facility 
funding 

Medium Medium 

Horntye Park 
Sports 
Complex (H) 

Hock-1 

The sand-based carpet is 
nearing the end of its life and 
requires replacing within the 
next year. 

If this site is to be continued to be used 
as hockey provision, replace the sand-
based carpet. 

England 
Hockey 

South Saxons 
HC 
Horntye Trust 
HBC 
Sport England 

England 
Hockey 
facilities 
funding 
Horntye Trust 
funding 
HBC officer 
time 

Short High 
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Crick-10 

This is a very high quality 
cricket site however there is 
uncertainty over the future of 
the site. 

1. Ensure that if any displacement of 
demand occurs, the cricket club are 
provided with facilities that are equally as 
good or better than the current facilities. 
2. Explore the possibility of a second 
pitch nearby, to increase the capacity for 
cricket matches at peak time on a 
Saturday afternoon.  

ECB 

HBC 
None Short High 

Icklesham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-12 
The football club do not 
currently pay anything for the 
use of the site. 

Review operational model and consider 
a small charge, which can be used to 
contribute to a sinking fund for ongoing 
maintenance and facility improvements . 

Icklesham 
PC 

RDC 
Icklesham PC Short  Low 

Foot-13 

The maintenance of the site is 
poor and needs to be 
addressed by basic, improved 
maintenance procedures. 

Incorporate additional turf management 
tasks into the current grounds 
maintenance arrangement  

Icklesham 
PC  

RDC 
FA 

Icklesham PC Short Medium 

Crick-11 

The pavilion has recently 
been refurbished following 
vandalism and now needs 
further modernisation. 

If Rye CC continue to use the site for 
formal cricket, then work with the ECB to 
relocate or refurbish the pavilion and 
seek support in improving the measures 
to reduce vandalism. 

Rye CC 

ECB 
RDC 

ECB facility 
grants and 
Rye CC 
funding 
Icklesham PC 

Medium Low 

Stool-3 

The facilities at the cricket 
club that are used by the 
stoolball club are very poor 
and the site requires a new 
pavilion to allow mixed 
changing.  

Pending a decision on the future of 
cricket at the site, the Stoolball Club 
should look to work with the cricket club 
and football club to source funding for a 
new ancillary facility, including basic 
changing rooms and a social area, 

Stoolball 
England 

Icklesham PC 
RDC 

Stoolball 
England and 
Icklesham 
Stoolball club 
funding 
Icklesham PC 

Medium Medium 

Iden Playing 
Field (R) 

Foot-14 

This pitch scored very poorly 
on assessment, with some of 
the worst drainage in the 
study area and severe sloping 
and wear. 

 If the site is to be retained as playing 
pitches, identify how additional 
maintenance could improve the pitch and 
how this could be financed. 

Iden PC 

RDC 
FA 

Iden PC Short Medium 
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King George V 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Stool-4 

The Stoolball Club has 
identified that the toilets and 
disabled access are not 
currently fit for purpose. 

Work with the Parish Council, the ECB 
and the cricket club to improve disabled 
access to the ancillary facility.  

Stoolball 
England 

Mountfield PC 
ECB 
RDC 

Stoolball 
England 
funding 
Mountfield PC 

Medium Low 

Little Common 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-15 

This site scored well during 
the site assessments, 
however the site has been 
identified by the club as 
having poor drainage, leading 
to match cancellations in the 
wettest times of the year.  

If stakeholders are prepared to pursue, 
then look at passing greater 
responsibility for maintenance to Little 
Common FC. This  will include the 
training of volunteers on maintenance 
procedures, including any new 
machinery.  

RDC 

FA 
Little Common 
FC 

RDC  
FA 
maintenance 
funding 

Medium Medium 

Foot-16 

Little Common FC require an 
enclosed pitch to meet the FA 
requirements for their level of 
competitive football, however 
this is not feasible at the 
current site due to the wider 
requirements of the Council. 

On the assumption that Little Common 
Recreation Ground cannot support the 
requirements for Step 6, ensure LCFC is 
earmarked to have sole use or a share of 
any new or redeveloped football site 
within the study area that satisfied Step 6 
requirements, 

RDC 

Little Common 
FC 
FA 

RDC 
FA 
Little Common 
FC 

Short High 

Crick-12 

On inspection, significant 
issues were identified with 
rabbit holes and damage to 
the surface, which was 
deemed to be partially unsafe. 

1. Work with the ECB to provide 
guidance on pest control for publicly 
owned pitches. 
2. Monitor the performance of the current 
grounds contractor to ensure all requisite 
maintenance is being undertaken at site.  

LCR CC 

ECB 
RDC 

RDC  Medium Low 

Crick-13 
The club has identified that 
new practice nets are a 
priority development. 

Work with the ECB to access the small 
grants scheme and apply for new static 
practice nets 

LCR CC 

ECB 
RDC 

ECB small 
grants funding 
RDC  

Medium Low 

Northiam 
Playing Fields 
(R) 

Foot-17 

There is no drainage system 
at the site and as a 
consequence the pitches are 
unplayable during the wettest 
periods of the season. The 

Work with the FA and the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues. 
Refurbish the ancillary in line with league 
and club requirements. 

Northiam PC 

RDC 

RDC officer 
time 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 

Medium 
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ancillary is also not fit-for-
purpose and needs 
refurbishing 

IOG study 
resources 

Oaklands Park 
(R) 

Foot-18 

The current site cannot satisfy 
the level of demand for junior 
and adult football and there is 
no further space at the site to 
increase the number of 
pitches. 

1. Ensure that Sedlescombe Rangers FC 
is provided with consistent training and 
match slots on any new 3G AGP 
development sites that are accessible to 
club members. 
2. If stakeholders are prepared to 
pursue, then look at passing greater 
responsibility for maintenance to 
Sedlescombe Rangers FC, which will 
include the training of volunteers on 
maintenance procedures, including any 
new machinery.  

Sedlescombe 
PC 

Sedlescombe 
Sports 
Association 
SR FC 
FA 
RDC 

RDC 
Sedlecombe 
PC officer time 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
SRFC  

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 

1. High 
 
 
2. Medium 

Pett 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Crick-14 

The club has identified that a 
roll-on net would allow 
practice to occur on the 
square. 
The site is currently over-
capacity for cricket. 

1. Work with the ECB to access the small 
grants scheme and apply for a new roll-
on practice net. 
2. Work with the ECB to install a non-turf 
pitch on the square, in order to reduce 
the demand for grass pitches by junior 
teams. 

Pett CC 

Pett PC 
ECB 
 

ECB grant 
funding 
Pett CC 
volunteer time 

Medium Low 
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Polegrove 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-19 

The site is significantly over-
capacity and the users have 
identified that the quality of 
pitches are poor and that 
maintenance is not 
undertaken at the required 
regularity. 
At least one further pitch is 
required in order to reduce the 
deficit of supply at the site, 
however this is unlikely to be 
feasible due to the spatial 
constraints at the site. 

1. Work with the FA and the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues. Prepare a 
specification to address this and seek 
funding for implementation 
2. Monitor the performance of the current 
grounds contractor more closely to 
ensure all requisite maintenance is being 
undertaken at site. 
3. If stakeholders are prepared to 
pursue, then look at passing greater 
responsibility for maintenance to Bexhill 
United FC, which will include the training 
of volunteers on maintenance 
procedures, including any new 
machinery.  

RDC 

Bexhill United 
FC 
Glenco FC 
FA 

RDC  
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
IOG study 
resources 

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 
 
 
3. Medium 

Medium 

Crick-15 

The club has stated that the 
site is not of a requisite quality 
for the standard that the 1st 
team currently plays at, 
primarily because of the 
pavilion. The club is looking 
for either a major 
refurbishment or a new site. 

Continue to work with the ECB to test 
whe’her further development of the new 
facilities at St Mary's Lane in Bexhill is 
viable.  

Bexhill CC 

ECB 
 

ECB support 
CIL/S106 

Short High 

Crick-16 
The club has stated that it 
currently does not have fit-for-
purpose practice facilities. 

Work with the club to apply for ECB 
small grants funding, to be used for non-
turf practice wickets to be used 
throughout the week for training 
purposes. 

Bexhill CC 

ECB 
RDC 

ECB small 
grants funding 

Short Medium 

Bowls-3 

The pavilion was identified as 
poor on inspection and would 
benefit from refurbishment. 
There is an ongoing issue 

Refurbish the ancillary facility, working 
with Bowls England to define the ideal 
design for a clubhouse. 

RDC 

Bowls 
England 
Bexhill Bowls 

RDC 
Bowls 
England 
facility funding 

Long Medium 
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with a leaking roof Club 
Fields in Trust 

Riverhall Lane 
(Mountfield) 
(R) 

Foot-20 
The playing pitch suffers from 
poor maintenance and has 
issues with drainage 

 Work with the FA and Mountfield FC to 
improve the maintenance programme at 
the site and provide support and advice 
to the club, who currently maintain the 
site. 

Mountfield 
FC 

FA 
RDC 

Mountfield FC 
volunteer time 
FA officer time 
 

Medium Low 

Rye Cricket 
Salts (R) 

Foot-21 

The site currently suffers from 
poor drainage, with 32% of all 
football cancelled due to an 
unfit pitch during the 2015/16 
season. 

 Invest in the maintenance of the new 
11v11 adult pitch and look to transfer 
demand from poor pitches in 
neighbouring villages, such as 
Peasmarsh or Beckley 

RDC 

FA 

Beckley 
Rangers 

RDC  
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 

Medium 

Crick-17 
The current non-turf pitch 
requires refurbishment as it is 
not currently fit-for-purpose. 

 Work with the club to apply for ECB 
small grants funding, to be used to 
refurbish or replace the non-turf wicket 
on the square, which can then address 
the demand issues by reducing the 
demand for grass wickets by the junior 
teams. 

ECB  

Rye CC 
RDC 

ECB small 
grants funding 
RDC 

Medium Low 

Sandhurst 
Recreation 
Ground (H) 

Foot-22 

The site suffers from poor 
drainage, with 24% of all 
football bookings being 
cancelled due to the condition 
of the pitches. The ancillary is 
also not fit-for-purpose 

1. Work with the FA and the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues and provide 
recommendations on future maintenance 
requirements for the contractor.  
2. Work with the maintenance contractor 
to ensure that maintenance is being 
carried out as per specified in the 
contract. 
3. Use the 2015 IOG report to inform the 
re-prioritisation of the maintenance 
schedule to reflect the needs of the 
particular site. 
4. Undertake a feasibility study for the 

HBC 

IOG 
FA 

IOG study 
costs 
Update of 
HBC 
maintenance 
contract 

Short High 
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refurbishment of the ancillary facility and 
work with the FA to refine the spec for 
any new developments. 

Sidley Sports 
and Social 
Club (R) 

Foot-23 

This site was repossessed in 
2015 due to financial 
mismanagement. The site 
was previously a Step 5 
football ground and provided 
a high quality of football 
provision for local residents. 
The site is not currently in 
use. 

1. Ensure that this site is protected and 
that any development on the site leads to 
replacement of facilities to at least the 
same or improved level of quality and 
facility mix.  
2. If possible, look to bring the site back 
into use and work with relevant clubs to 
confirm operational arrangements for 
ground-shares  or for using the site as a 
home ground. 

RDC 

FA 

RDC 
Heart of Sidley 
Group 

Medium High 

Foot-24 

If this site is to be used for 
competitive football, the 
current ancillary is not fit for 
purpose. 

If the site is to be used for football, work 
with the FA to develop a new ancillary 
facility including changing rooms and a 
social area. 

RDC 

FA 

RDC  
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Heart of Sidley 
Group 

Long Medium 

Crick-18 

The square is not currently 
used for cricket and will 
require significant investment 
in order to get it to an 
appropriate playing standard. 

Work with the ECB to estimate the 
amount of work and funding that would 
be required to bring the quality of the 
facilities back to the level they were at 
before the site was re-possessed.  

RDC 

ECB 

RDC 
Heart of Sidley 
ECB facility 
funding 

Long Medium 

Sidley 
Recreation 
Ground  (R) 

Foot 25 

Shortfalls in maintenance are 
thought to be contributing to 
the level of cancellations. 
The pavilion needs to be 
modernised so as to conform 
to FA standards and not to 
detract from the aesthetics of 
the area. 

Monitor the performance of the grounds 
maintenance contractor more closely to 
ensure that the sports pitch maintenance 
tasks are carried out as per the 
contracted specification. 
Investigate opportunities to fund a design 
feasibility study for a refurbished pavilion.  

RDC 

Heart of 
Sidley 

RDC 
Heart of Sidley 

Medium Long 
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St Mary’s 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Crick-19 

This site is being used on 
occasion by Bexhill CC as a 
second ground for lower 
senior and junior teams to 
play and train and 
consideration is being given to 
relocating the first team to this 
location. 

Work with the ECB to estimate the total 
funding that would be required to bring 
the site up to a requisite quality for 
competitive cricket. 

Bexhill CC 

RDC 
ECB 
Fields in Trust 

Bexhill CC 
RDC   

Short Low 

Crick-20 

A shipping container is 
currently being used as an 
ancillary facility. A new 
ancillary would be required if 
the ground is to be used as a 
permanent ground for Bexhill 
CC. 

Continue to improve the quality of the 
square and outfield in order to establish 
more regular use of the facility by the 
lower senior and junior teams.   

Bexhill CC 

ECB 
RDC 
Fields in Trust 

Bexhill CC 
volunteer time 
ECB facility 
funding 

Short Medium 

Stonegate 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-26 
The structure of the pavilion is 
not fit for purpose and may be 
unsafe. 

Undertake a survey to determine the 
integrity of the pavilion’s structure and 
electrics and provision made to address 
any identified issues both in the short 
term and the longer term, 

RDC 

FA 
Ticehurst PC 

Survey costs 
Structural and 
electrical 
remediation 
cost 

Short Low 

Swan Meadow 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Foot-27 

The site is over-capacity and 
the users have identified that 
the quality of pitches are poor 
and that maintenance is not 
undertaken at the required 
regularity. 
At least one further pitch is 
required in order to reduce the 
deficit of supply at the site, 
however this is unlikely to be 
feasible due to the spatial 
constraints at the site. 

Undertake an independent agronomist 
study, through the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues. 

Burwash 
Playing 
Fields 
Association 

RDC 
FA 
IOG 
Burwash FC 

IOG study 
costs 
Burwash PC 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

Short Medium 

Tackleway FC Foot-28 Basic maintenance needs to 1. Audit current grounds contractor to Tackleway HBC officer Short Low 
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(H)  be improved, such as regular 
grass cutting, however the 
pitch is in relatively good 
condition. 

ensure all requisite maintenance is being 
undertaken at site.  
2. If a new maintenance contractor is 
required, or if the scope of the 
maintenance contract is required to 
change, work with the FA to refine the 
requirement and key deliverables for a 
pitch maintenance contract. 

FC  

HBC 
FA 
 

time 
FA support 

The Down (R) Foot-29 

The pavilion is in need of 
modernisation and further 
investigation is needed to 
ascertain the best approach to 
improving drainage. 

1. Investigate opportunities to fund a 
design feasibility study for a refurbished 
pavilion.  
2. Work with the FA and IOG to 
determine the most cost effective 
approach to improving drainage. 

RDC 
 

RDC 
FA 
IOG 
 

Long Low 

Ticehurst 
Village 
Club/Ticehurst 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-30 

Players must use the toilets at 
the back of the village hall 
which are in a poor condition 
and are vulnerable to 
vandalism.  There is only 1 
gents urinal and 1 ladies 
toilet.  The changing 
accommodation is provided in 
a separate portacabin. 

Improve the toilet provision and provide 
fit-for-purpose facilities. 

Ticehurst PC 

Wadhurst 
Junior FC 
Ticehurst 
Village FC 
RDC 
FA  
Beatrice 
Drewe Trust 

FA 
Beatrice 
Drewe Trust 
Ticehurst PC 

Medium Medium 

Tilekiln 
Recreation 
Ground (H) 

Foot-31 

There is currently no 
additional drainage 
infrastructure on site, with the 
site suffering from poor 
drainage during periods of wet 
weather. 

Work with the FA and the IOG to confirm 
the cause of the drainage issues. 

HBC 

FA 
IOG 

HBC officer 
time 
IOG study 
costs 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

Medium High 
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