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 INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE 

 Introduction  

 Rother District Council and Hastings Borough Council have jointly commissioned 4 global 

Consulting and Strategic Leisure Ltd to produce a Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) for the 

two local authorities as a single area. Rother and Hastings Councils will be hereafter 

referred to as ‘the Councils’ and the overall geographical area will be referred to as the 

‘study area’. 

 Rother District Council (RDC) and Hastings Borough Council (HBC) have close sporting 

links with a number of clubs and sites serving the local residents of both local authorities. 

It is therefore considered pragmatic to consider the two local authorities as a single study 

area, while realising the planning and development constraints faced by the two individual 

authorities.  

 A PPS is a strategic assessment that provides an up to date analysis of supply and 

demand for playing pitches (grass and artificial) in the local authority. Given the breadth 

of sports played in the study area, as well as the intention of the Councils to incorporate 

as much grass-roots participation as possible within the study, the assessment will focus 

on the following sports; 

 Football 

 Rugby 

 Cricket 

 Hockey 

 Tennis 

 Stoolball 

 Outdoor Bowls 

 American Football 

 The Councils are committed to providing sports provision that meets the needs of its 

residents and local clubs. The Councils also have an obligation to assess planning 

applications with a complete evidence base and make decisions that benefit the local 

residents of Rother and Hastings. The Councils have adopted development plans in 

place (Rother Core Strategy, 2014andHastings Planning Strategy, 2014) and these must 

be assessed in line with the future demand for playing pitches and how any loss of 

playing fields would impact the local residents. 

 The objectives of the Rother and Hastings PPS are; 

 Engage with Sport England and the relevant National Governing Bodies 

(NGB’s) for sport and use the national PPS methodology to provide the 

project with a structure proven across the rest of England. 

 Provide a robust evidence base that can be used by multiple Council 

units and other stakeholders for a wide range of future projects  
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 Gather a representative evidence base, by achieving a high response 

rate from the surveys sent to clubs, schools and parish 

councils/community organisations 

 Identify cross boundary NGB issues, the nature and location of any 

overuse, unmet demand and spare capacity for play across all pitch 

types and sports including all elements of current and future demand 

 Establish clear, prioritised, specific and achievable recommendations 

and actions to address the key issues around pitch provision and 

participation  

 Methodology 

 The assessment methodology adopted for the PPS follows the published guidance from 

Sport England. The guidance used is the 2013 version, Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance 

– An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy1. Figure 1 

summarises the approach proposed in this guidance and is broken down into 10 steps. 

Figure 1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach (Sport 
England, 2013) 

 

                                                      
 
1 https://www.sportengland.org/media/3522/pps-guidance-october-2013-updated.pdf 

1. Prepare and tailor 
the approach

2. Gather supply 
information and 

views

3. Gather demand 
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4. Understand the 
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7. Develop the 
recommendations & 

action plan

8. Write and adopt 
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9. Apply & deliver 
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10. Keep the 
strategy robust
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 To facilitate information gathering and help ensure PPS reports are based on a robust 

evidence base, 4 global has developed an online data entry and assessment platform 

(see images below), which contains all pitch provider and club information. This will 

enable the Council to keep supply and demand information and the strategy up to date 

through to the end of the strategy and beyond. 

Figure 2 - 4 global’s Online Playing Pitch Platform  

 

 A Project Steering Group comprising representation from the Councils, Sport England 

and National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the study from its 

commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and 

verified the data and information collected to allow the work to proceed efficiently through 

each stage, reducing the margin of error. Details of the steering board and the 

organisations they represent are included in Appendix A – Steering Board Members. 

 The Structure of our Report 

 The structure of the PPS report is as follows  

 Section 2 – Strategic Context 

 Section 3 – Football 

 Section 4 – Cricket  

 Section 5 – Rugby 

 Section 6 – Hockey 

 Section 7 – Tennis 

 Section 8 – Stoolball 

 Section 9 – Bowls 

 Section 10 – American Football 

 Section 11 – Scenario Testing 

 Section 12 – Summary of Key Findings 

 Section 13 - Recommendations and Action Plan. 

 Supporting information is included in the appendices and referenced throughout. 

 In addition to the detailed report, an Executive Summary has also been produced, which 

brings together the key outputs of the study, as well as the main issues and opportunities 

for each sport and the overall Action Plan. This is included as a separate document. 
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 STRATEGIC CONTEXT  

 This section summarises the most important policies and context that impact upon the 

strategy and its interpretation. It also gives an overview of the demographics of the study 

area, which provides contextual background to sport participation and the need for 

provision now and in the future. 

 Sport specific strategies and policy documents published by NGBs are included within 

each sport’s section to provide more relevant context to each sport. 

 National Context 

 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning 

policies for England.  This provides the framework, which must be taken into account in 

the preparation of local plans and is a material consideration in determining planning 

decisions. The NPPF highlights the purpose of the planning system in terms of 

contributing to the achievement of “sustainable development”, and defines the three 

dimensions of this – economic, social and environmental. Gains in these should be 

sought simultaneously. 

 A ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’ is central to the NPPF. Paragraph 

14 states that, for plan-making, this means:  

 Local planning authorities should positively seek opportunities to meet 

the development needs of their area;  

 Local Plans should meet objectively assessed needs, with sufficient 

flexibility to adapt to rapid change, unless:  

 Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 

outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this Frame 

work taken as a whole; or  

 Specific policies in this Framework indicate development should be 

restricted. 

 The NPPF sets out the requirement of local authorities to establish and provide adequate 

and proper leisure facilities to meet local needs. Paragraphs 73 and 74 outline the 

planning policies for the provision and protection of sport and recreation facilities. 

 “Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and 

recreation can make an important contribution to the health and well-

being of communities. Planning policies should be based on robust and 

up to date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and 

recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The 

assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative or 

qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and recreational 

facilities in the local area. Information gained from the assessments 

should be used to determine what open space, sports and recreational 

provision is required”. 
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 ‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, 

including playing fields, should not be built on unless:  

 An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open 

space, buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or  

 The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by 

equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a 

suitable location; or  

 The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the 

needs for which clearly outweigh the loss.”  

 Sport England is a statutory consultee on all planning applications that affect sports 

pitches and it has a long established policy of playing pitch retention, even prior to the 

NPPF guidance. It looks to improve the quality, access and management of sports 

facilities as well as investing in new facilities to meet unsatisfied demand. Sport England 

requires local authorities to have an up-to date assessment of playing pitch needs and an 

associated strategy including a recommendation that the evidence base is reviewed 

every three years. The key drivers for the production of the strategy as advocated by 

Sport England are to protect, enhance and provide playing pitches, as follows: 

 Protect: To provide evidence to inform policy and specifically to support 

Site Allocations and Development Management Policies which will 

protect playing fields and their use by the community, irrespective of 

ownership  

 Enhance: To ensure that sports facilities are effectively managed and 

maintained and that best uses are made of existing resources - whether 

facilities, expertise and/or personnel to improve and enhance existing 

provision – particularly in the light of pressure on local authority budgets  

 Provide: To provide evidence to help secure external funding for new 

facilities and enhancements through grant aid and also through the 

Community Infrastructure Levy2 (CIL) and Section 106 agreements 

 Sport England and local authorities can then use the strategies developed and the 

guidance provided in making key planning decisions regarding sports pitches and facility 

developments in the area and to support or protect against planning applications brought 

forward by developers.  

  

                                                      
 
2 The Community Infrastructure Levy is a planning charge, introduced by the Planning Act 2008 as 
a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to help deliver infrastructure to support the 
development of their area. It came into force on 6 April 2010 through the Community Infrastructure 
Levy Regulations 2010. Development may be liable for a charge under the Community 
Infrastructure Levy. Source: Planning Portal https://www.planningportal.co.uk (Department for 
Communities and Local Government: 2016) 

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/
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A NEW STRATEGY FOR AN ACTIVE NATION: SPORTING FUTURE (2015) 

 It has been 13 years since the previous strategy for sport (Game Plan, 2002) was written 

and published by the Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS). Since then the 

sporting world and the way the public engages with sport has fundamentally transformed 

and changed which in turn means that the government has identified a need to update 

the way it delivers sport. 

 The current government therefore released an updated sports strategy in late 2015, to 

address the changing landscape for sports and physical activity in the UK. As a result of 

this strategy and of particular relevance to Local Authorities and local sport delivery 

organisations, the methods used to measure the impact of physical activity will change 

significantly, through the introduction of Active Lives. 

 The strategy is based on five simple but fundamental outcomes, which all organisations 

that deliver sport and physical activity should look to address 

 Physical health 

 Mental health 

 Individual development 

 Social and community development  

 Economic development  

 The success of an organisation in demonstrating the above outputs will influence future 

funding decisions, with an overall objective of basing these decisions on the social good 

that sport and physical activity can deliver, not simply on the number of participants. 

 The strategy also looks to focus on increasing participation among hard to reach 

demographic groups, whose engagement in sports and physical activity is well below the 

national average. As a result, funding will be distributed to focus on those who tend not to 

take part in sport, including women and girls, disabled people, those in lower socio-

economic groups and older people.  

 When considering the Council’s responsibilities for delivering sport and physical activity, 

the new strategy emphasises the importance of local authorities, stating that they will 

continue to have an absolutely crucial role in delivering sport and physical activity 

opportunities. 

 Local Context 

 The study area of Rother and Hastings is situated in Sussex, on the South-East coast of 

England. A summary of the local context for both local authorities is included in the two 

following sections. Map 1 below shows the two local authorities spatially, illustrating the 

difference in size, as well as the location of Hastings, bordered on all land-boundaries by 

Rother. 
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Map 1 – Rother and Hastings
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 Local Context – Rother 

 Rother is located in the eastern part of East Sussex and shares a border with the County 

of Kent. The District derives its name from the River Rother which traverses the northern 

part of the area from Ticehurst through rural villages to reach the English Channel at Rye. 

The District covers approximately 200 square miles and with the exception of Bexhill and 

the historic towns of Battle and Rye, the area is mainly rural. Rother is a district that 

includes pockets of severe and enduring deprivation, within a district of relative affluence. 

 Approximately 92,325 people currently live in Rother (ESiF 2014 estimates), many 

dispersed across the rural area, but with nearly half being in Bexhill. There is a high 

proportion of elderly people, especially in Bexhill.  

 Based on planned housing growth, Rother’s population is projected to increase by 

approximately 9,200 people between 2011 and 2028. ONS population projections also 

show that older age cohorts that are forecast to increase most. 

 The main settlement in Rother is Bexhill, with the key demographic trends summarised in 

the below points; 

 Bexhill is the largest settlement in Rother district. It has a population of 

43,714 people, equivalent to 48% of the district as a whole.  

 The town’s age structure reflects a combination of the town’s history, 

seaside location, and quiet character, with relatively low house prices 

compared to the wider South East.  

 There is a high proportion of older people, with 34.3% of the population 

aged over 65 years, which compares with 24.7% for East Sussex and 

18.6% for the South East.  

 Migration information confirms a trend in older couples (aged 45+) and 

retirees moving to the town.   

 The proportion of children, younger adults and people aged 30-44 are all 

correspondingly lower than county and regional averages.   

STRATEGIC REVIEW OF DOCUMENTATION – ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 A number of current strategic polices and strategies will influence the supply and demand 

for sport and recreation facilities in Rother. These strategies are summarised in the 

section below: 

 Rother Corporate Plan (2014 – 2021) 

 Local Plan Core Strategy (2011 – 2028) 

 Previous Playing Pitch Strategy (2012 – 2018) 

 Leisure Facilities Strategy (2015-2020) 

 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study (2007) 
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Rother Corporate Plan (2014 – 2021) 

 This plan sets out for the following vision for Rother: 

‘The Rother District will be recognised for its high quality of life as a place where 

there is a strong emphasis on community and neighbourhoods. This will be 

achieved by continuing to support and further encourage the development of 

vibrant, strong, safe and inclusive communities’ 

 The document identifies the following key requirements that are relevant to the PPS for 

the local authority; 

 For Rother to be a place that is able to attract and retain young people. It 

should encourage a local identity that welcomes all people and tackles 

deprivation as well as retaining confidence in public safety 

 For residents to have the opportunity of being pro-active in sport as well 

as cultural activities, leading to a greater community spirit and health 

lifestyles for everyone 

 An outstanding countryside and coastline that are carefully managed, 

conserved and promoted for their contribution to the quality of life of 

local residents 

 A range of transport options that meet the needs of people living, visiting 

and working in the district  

 Further to the vision of the district, the Council’s core aims for 2014 – 2021 are, in priority 

order; 

 An efficient, flexible and effective Council 

 Sustainable economic prosperity  

 Stronger, safer communities 

 A high quality physical environment 

Active Rother Project 

 The Active Rother programme for Rother 2013 sets out the challenges faced in the 

District in terms of low participation rates, and growing obesity, plus the impact of 

deprivation in specific wards. 

 This strategy built on the Active Communities Programme, run since 2008, and highlights 

the need to maximise investment in open space to develop increased opportunities for 

participation, and increased use of facilities. 

 
Local Plan Core Strategy (2011 to 2028) 

 The overall vision for Rother contained in the Core Strategy presents a description of 

Rother in 2028, highlighting the changes from today. 

“Rother District is recognised for its high quality of life, where there is a strong 

emphasis on community life. This has been achieved by continuing to support 

and further develop vibrant, safe, balanced and inclusive communities.  
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There is a strong commitment to a more sustainable, low carbon future and 

adapting to climate change. There is sensitive stewardship of environmental 

resources and conservation of the area’s outstanding environmental and cultural 

assets.  

Sustainable economic growth has been secured, with much improved job 

opportunities, which encourage young people to stay in the area and provides 

greater prosperity for all.  

Improved economic and social well-being has been facilitated by better access to 

jobs and services, in both urban and rural areas, and improved connectivity with 

the rest of the region, including through effective telecommunications networks.  

Development and change has contributed significantly to meeting local needs 

and aspirations, having responded positively to the district’s circumstances, as 

well as to regional and sub-regional imperatives.  

There has been a notable improvement in economic conditions in the coastal 

towns of Bexhill and Rye as a result of a strong focus on regeneration notably 

through close working with neighbouring Hastings.  

Bexhill has retained and strengthened its distinct identity and become one of the 

most attractive places to live on the south coast - attractive to families, the young 

and older people alike. It is the main focus of development in the district, and this 

continues to enable improvements in the supply of jobs and services.  

Rye has improved its economic and social circumstances whilst fully respecting 

and sensitively managing its historic character, vulnerability to flooding and 

ecologically important setting. It maintains a strong tourism sector and Port 

activities.  

The inland and essentially rural areas of Rother, falling mainly within the High 

Weald AONB, retain their essential local character.  

Battle continues to be a thriving small market town and tourist centre which 

retains its character, with sensitive conservation of its historic core and setting.  

The character and diversity of villages has also been retained. They are vibrant 

and inclusive, having evolved organically in a manner sensitive to their 

surroundings.  

The countryside continues to be protected for its intrinsic value as well as being 

more accessible and economically active, while change is carefully managed to 

respect its character”.  

 The vision translates into the following Strategic Objectives; 

Table 1 – Strategic Objectives for Rother District Vision 2028 

Theme Strategic Objective 

Overall Spatial 
Strategy  

To achieve a pattern of activity and development that contributes to the 
Sustainable Community Strategy, the ‘Spatial Vision’ and responds to 
particular local circumstances and environmental resources.  



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 13 of 176 

Theme Strategic Objective 

Bexhill  To strengthen the identity of Bexhill and for it to become one of the 
most attractive places to live on the south coast, attractive to families, 
the young and elderly alike, within an integrated approach to securing 
a more prosperous future for the Bexhill and Hastings area.  

Hastings Fringes  To provide attractive and accessible fringes of Hastings, consistent 
with environmental designations.  

Rye  To improve the economic and social well-being of Rye, including in 
relation to its market town role, tourism and the Port of Rye, whilst fully 
respecting and sensitively managing its historic character, vulnerability 
to flooding and ecologically important setting.  

Battle  To support the market town and tourist centre role and character of 
Battle, and conserve its historic core and setting.  

Rural Areas  To meet local needs and support vibrant and viable mixed 
communities in the rural areas, whilst giving particular attention to the 
social, economic, ecological and intrinsic value of the countryside.  

Sustainable 
Resource 
Management  

To mitigate and adapt to climate change impacts, and to use natural 
resources efficiently.  

Communities  To continue to support, and further develop, vibrant, safe, balanced 
and inclusive communities.  

Local Housing 
Needs  

To provide housing in a way that supports local priorities and provides 
choice, including for affordable housing.  

Economy  To secure sustainable economic growth for existing and future 
residents and provide greater prosperity and employment opportunities 
for all.  

Environment  To maintain the high quality, and improve the long term stewardship, of 
the natural and built environment, with full regard to potential future 
consequences of climate change.  

Transport and 
Accessibility  

To provide a higher level of access to jobs and services for all ages in 
both urban and rural areas, and improve connectivity with the rest of 
the region.  

 As part of the Core Strategy, planning policies OSS1, BX1, HF1, RY1, BA1 and RA1 

provide greater detail on housing numbers across the Rother part of the study area.  

 The distribution of approximate development levels is shown in Table 2 below. 

Table 2 – Approximate Development Levels 2011 – 2028 for Rother 

Area  Housing  

Bexhill 3,100 dwellings  

Hastings fringes 100-250 dwellings  

Battle 475-500 dwellings  

Rye 355-400 dwellings  

Villages 1,670 dwellings  

Total  At least 5,700 dwellings 

 

 One of the key priorities for the Local Plan is: ‘Better facilities for sports, leisure and 

culture’. There is a strong relationship between health and recreation, while evidence 

has shown that there are existing deficiencies in some leisure provision. Promoting active 

communities is a key priority action for the Local Plan.  

 Policy CO3 of this strategy states that the provision of sufficient, well-managed and 

accessible open spaces sports and recreation facilities, including indoor sports facilities, 

will be achieved by; 
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 Safeguarding existing facilities from development, and only permitting 

their loss where it results in improved provision (in terms of quantity and 

quality) as part of a redevelopment or elsewhere within the locality;  

 Allocating land for open space, sports and recreation purposes, and 

permitting proposals for the improvement of existing or provision of new 

facilities, in localities where deficits in facilities are identified;  

 Application of the quantity, access and quality standards of Rother’s 

Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study across all open spaces, 

including indoor sports facilities within the district;  

 Requiring either direct provision or financial contributions towards 

improvements to existing open space, sport and recreation provision to 

ensure adopted standards are maintained within the locality;  

 Increasing access to the countryside by promoting improvements to the 

rights of way network, especially around the urban areas, particularly in 

reference to Combe Valley Countryside Park;  

 Giving particular support for water-based recreation along the coast near 

Camber Sands and Bexhill, and at Bewl Water, having due regard to 

environmental considerations.  

Rother Playing Pitch Strategy (2012 – 2018) 

 This 6-year strategy was undertaken by Rother District Council and provides 

recommendations in line with the previous Sport England PPS guidance.  

 Rother District Council have chosen to update its existing Playing Pitch Strategy prior to 

the end of the lifecycle of the previous strategy. This is due to the following reasons; 

 The publication of a more recent (October 2013) ‘Playing Pitch Strategy 

Guidance’ Sport England 

 The adoption of the Local Plan Core Strategy 2011-2028 which sets 

new, increased development targets across the District, with over 50% 

of housing development focused at Bexhill  

 Local intelligence of an existing need for increased and improved 

pitches, as well as the threatened loss of existing private pitches, in 

Bexhill 

 The recent adoption of a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for 

Rother, which will provide a potential source of funding for well-

evidenced local priorities for sporting infrastructure 

 The complete recommendations section is included in Appendix B – Supporting 

Information, however the general recommendations for each ward are contained in Table 

3 below. 

Table 3 – General Recommendations per ward from 2012 RDC PPS 

Ward  General Recommendation  

Bexhill Increase opportunities for community use of existing and future facilities 
at educational establishments. 
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Ward  General Recommendation  

Battle Ensure initiatives for new or improved provision are inclusive i.e. 
suitable for all abilities and genders. 

Brede Valley Ensure that there is at least one high quality football facility and also a 
good quality cricket facility in the area (possibly joint use) with 
associated training provision. 

Crowhurst Support initiatives to increase the quality of existing facilities, particularly 
for training. 

Darwell Improve existing provision rather than creating new facilities. 

Eastern 
Rother 

Focus on the improvement of pavilions rather than the development of 
new facilities 

Ewhurst & 
Sedlescombe 

Improve existing provision rather than creating new facilities. 

Marsham  Explore options to link with educational establishments or youth clubs 
for coaching and training across all sports 

Rother Levels Focus on the improvement of pavilions rather than the development of 
new facilities 

Rye Consider how the former Freda Gardham School site could address 
quantitative issues for all sports in Rye 

Salehurst Increase the amount of community use at education sites, particularly at 
Bodiam and Robertsbridge Community College 

Ticehurst & 
Etchingham 

Improve the quality of existing provision 

 
Rother District Council Leisure Facilities Strategy 

 In 2015, Rother District Council developed an indoor sports and leisure facilities strategy 

for the local authority, which looked to update the 2009 – 2020 Rother and Hastings 

Leisure Facilities Strategy 

 Table 4 below summarises the key recommendations from the strategy and illustrates the 

key priorities for leisure facility development in Rother. 

Table 4 – RDC Leisure Facilities Strategy Action Plan 

Ward  General Recommendation  

Sports Halls 

Protect SH 1. Protect the existing stock of sports halls for community use as 
there is a need to retain the existing quantity of supply across the district 
to meet demand up to 2025 and beyond. 

Timescale – ongoing 
Lead responsibility – Rother District Council 

Enhance SH  2  Consider  the  opportunities  to  improve  the  quality  of  existing  
venues  in  terms  of  sports  halls,  flooring,  lighting  and  changing 
accommodation. 

Timescale – ongoing 
Lead responsibility – Rother District Council 

Provide SH 3. Provide a new indoor sports hall located in Bexhill to meet the 
needs of indoor hall sports, so as to increase and broaden the sports 
and physical activity participation and contribute to the District Council’s 
collective regeneration objectives for the District. The scale of the sports 
hall should be a 34.5m x 20m the maximum size for a 4 badminton court 
size sports hall 

Timescale – short term 2015 - 2020 
Lead responsibility – Rother District Council 

Swimming Pools 
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Ward  General Recommendation  

Protect SP 1 Protect the existing stock of swimming pools for community use as 
there is a need to retain the existing quantity of supply across the district 
to meet demand up to 2025 and beyond 
 

Timescale – ongoing 
Lead responsibility – Rother District Council Planning and Active Rother 

Enhance SP 2 consider the opportunities to improve the quality of existing 
swimming pools in terms of changing accommodation and 
modernisation of the pool 

Timescale – ongoing 
Lead responsibility – Rother District Council 

Provide SP 3. Provide a new swimming pool located in Bexhill as an integral 
part of the Bexhill proposed new Leisure Centre. The requirement is for 
a pool facility which meets the full swimming activities of learn to swim, 
casual recreational swimming, fitness lane swimming and club 
development. The recommendation is for is a 6 lane x 25 metre main 
pool and a separate teaching/learner pool of 100 sq metres of water.  

Timescale – short term 2015 - 2020 
Lead responsibility – Rother District Council 

Health and Fitness 

Protect HF 1. To retain the existing supply of health and fitness venues in the 
District and promote enhancement of the quality of the venues 

Timescale – short term 2015 - 2020 
Lead Responsibility – Rother District Council 

Provide HF 2. Provide a new health and fitness centre with a gym of 120 
stations for cardio vascular, strength and conditioning as an integral part 
of the Bexhill new Leisure Centre (with recommendation SH 3 and SP 
3)  

Timescale – short term 2015 - 2020 
Lead Responsibility – Rother District Council 

Studios 

Provide S 1 Provide two studios as part of the Bexhill new sports and leisure 
centre (with recommendation SH 3, SP 3 and HF 2)  

Timescale – short term 2015 - 2020 
Lead responsibility – Rother District Council 

Squash 

Protect SQ 1. Retain the existing squash court provision for both pay and play 
and membership access 

Timescale – ongoing 
Lead Responsibility – Rother District Council 

Provide SQ 2. Consider the provision of 2 squash courts as part of the Bexhill 
new Leisure Centre (with recommendations SH 3, SP 3, HF 2 and S 1)  

Timescale – ongoing 
Lead Responsibility – Rother District Council 
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Rother District Council Open Space, Sports and Recreation Study  

 In 2006/07, Rother District Council commissioned an audit and assessment of Rother’s 

open spaces, sport and recreation facilities. The Study compiled a full audit of open 

spaces within the District and assessed these spaces for the open space, sport and 

recreation needs of people living, working and visiting Rother. The Study produced local 

provision standards (in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility) for different types of 

open space. These local standards were then compared to the existing provision, 

enabling the identification of surpluses and deficits of provision to be identified across the 

District. 

 Table 5 below summarises the outputs of this analysis, providing standards for quantity 

and quality of facilities, as well as an overall quality vision for outdoor sports facilities 

within Rother. 

Table 5 – RDC Open Space, sports and recreation study key recommendations 

Standard  Explanation 

Quantity 
Standard 

 Bexhill – 0.95 ha per 1,000 populations.  Battle and Rye – 3.33 ha per 

1,000 populations. Rural – 2.10 ha per 1,000 populations.  

Accessibility 
Standard 

20 minutes’ walk time.  

Quality Vision A clean and litter free sports facility with appropriate and well-drained 
good quality surfaces, and appropriate ancillary accommodation 
including toilets, car parking, litter and dog-fouling bins. All new sites 
should meet national governing body guidelines, with all existing sites 
aspiring to this. 

 Local Context – Hastings 

 Hastings is a community of approximately 90,000 people located with the English 

Channel to the south, Combe Haven Valley to the west, Fairlight to the east and the High 

Weald to the north. Together with Bexhill the town of Hastings sits in an urban area with a 

population around 135,000. Its history is shaped partly by its relationship to the sea, but 

also by its distance (60 miles) from London. The town has 8 miles of coastline and is 

surrounded by the mainly rural district of Rother. The population of Hastings is typically 

younger than the rest of East Sussex, with a current age profile similar to the national 

picture. Based on the housing growth proposed between 2011 and 2028, the population 

is forecast to grow by 3.2%. At the same time a growth in the number of households is 

expected to increase from 41,100 in 2011 to 44,500 in 2028 (an increase of 8.2%).  

 By 2028 there will be a greater proportion of older people, with particular growth in the 

post retirement age group (30% in 2028, compared to 24% in 2011).  

 Ensuring that the PPS action plan and recommendations are in line with the priorities of 

the most recent sport and physical activity strategy is key, in order to allow HBC to 

continue improving the provision and accessibility of sports provision in its most deprived 

areas. 
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STRATEGIC REVIEW OF DOCUMENTATION – HASTINGS BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 A number of current strategic polices and strategies will influence the supply and demand 

for sport and recreation facilities in Rother. These include: 

 Hastings Corporate Plan (2017 – 2018) 

 Hastings Planning Strategy (2014 – 2018) 

 Hastings Leisure Facility Strategy (2015-2020) 

 Hastings Specific Development Management Plan (2014) 

 Hastings Sport and Physical Activity Strategy (2015 – 2018) 

 Hastings Parks and Open Spaces Strategy (2006) 

 Hastings Pitch Improvement Plan (2003) 

 
Hastings Borough Council Corporate Plan 2017/18 

 Hastings Borough Council has developed a corporate plan for the period 2017-18 with 

the following aspirations: 

 Hastings will be recognised as an international centre of excellence for 

cultural and scientific creativity, supported by the highest quality 

educational establishments to provide first-class career opportunities to 

its citizens.  

 Rewarding jobs with a decent wage, good standards of healthcare and 

warm, comfortable, affordable homes will be available to all.  

 It will be a town that welcomes visitors and new residents wherever they 

are from, where diversity, individuality and eccentricity are celebrated, 

and the individual needs of all are recognised and met.  

 The best of the towns historic built and natural environment will be 

preserved, while embracing new developments that excite and enrich 

the town's appearance.  

 It will be a 'green' town, where industries, structures and practices that 

help to reduce the towns carbon footprint are strongly promoted, 

creating the best possible quality of life for all our workers and citizens, 

who are enabled and encouraged to accept opportunity as their birth-

right.  

 Finally, Hastings’ corporate plan aspires to make the town famous not 

just for its history, but for its vision and achievements, a place to be 

admired throughout the world, to which every visitor would seek to 

return. 

 The key priorities of the council within the context of the corporate plan for 2017/18 are:  

 Creating decent homes: To facilitate the supply of secure, affordable 

and well-designed homes, through strategic planning policies, planning 

conditions, regulation of the private rented sector, tackling and 

eliminating bad landlords, and by working with social housing providers. 
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 An attractive town: To maintain visually interesting, well-maintained, 

uncluttered, clean and functional urban public spaces, especially along 

the seafront and in our town centres, integrated with high quality 

protected green spaces accessible to all.  

 A greener town: To promote practices that minimise our carbon 

footprint through our policies and our own operations, protect and 

enhance biodiversity, and limit damaging consequences of human 

intervention on the natural environment.   

 Transforming the way we work: To maximise the benefits provided by 

new technology, to take opportunities for smarter ‘One Team’ working 

and continue our drive to be more Customer First focused and efficient 

in the design and delivery of services.   

Planning Strategy (2014 to 2028) 

 The overall Planning Strategy vision for the Borough is:  

“By 2028 Hastings, founded upon our unique heritage, natural environment and 

seaside location, and supported by social, economic, cultural and environmental 

regeneration will be a safe and thriving place to live, work and visit, that offers a 

high quality of life, and has a strong economy and sustainable future.” 

 The ambition of the council is for a town which is:  

 Prosperous  

 Inclusive and cohesive  

 “Green” 

 Interlinked to the wider economy  

 Skilled  

 Healthy 

 Diverse  

 Hastings Borough Council wants to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to live in a 

decent home, which they can afford. This will require the delivery of at least 3,400 new 

dwellings between 2011 – 2028, 

Table 6 – Housing projections for HBC 

Sources of new homes likely to come forward by 2028 
Net number 

of units 

Units completed 2011/12 - 2012/13  373  

Commitments – sites under construction, with planning permission or 
resolution to grant planning permission  

1,209  

Small site (5 or less net dwellings) commitments 2013/14 – 2015/16 157  

Existing Local Plan allocation (excluding those with no extant permission) 747  

Other sites potentially developable sites - no planning status (informed by 
the SHLAA and the merging Development Management Plan document)  

771  

Small site (less than 6 dwellings) windfall allowance 2016/17 – 2027/28 
(12 years x 35 dwellings)  

420  

Total  3,647  
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 The Planning Strategy is separated into a number of policy areas, with those relevant to 

the PPS summarised below; 

 Policy FA1: Strategic Policy for Western Area: The following table sets out the overall 

indicative quantity of development for Western Area, which will be explored in further 

detail in the Development Management Plan. 

Table 7: Indicative quantity of development for Western Area  

Planning Focus Area 
Housing – range of dwellings by area up to 

2028 

1. Little Ridge and Ashdown  220-280 

2. Greater Hollington  250-310 

3. Filsham Valley and Bulverhythe 630-700 

Total  1,100 - 1,290 

 Policy FA2: Strategic Policy for Central Area: The following table sets out the overall 

indicative quantity of development for the Central Area, which is explored in more detail in 

the Development Management Plan. 

Table 8: Indicative quantity of development for Central Area 

Planning Focus Area 
Housing – range of dwellings by area up to 

2028 

4. St Helens  210 - 250  

5. Silverhill and Alexandra Park  300 - 360  

6. Maze Hill & Burtons St Leonards  220 - 280  

7. Central St Leonards and Bohemia  240 - 300  

8. Hastings Town Centre  200 - 240  

10. West Hill  50 - 70  

Sub-total  1,220 - 1,500  

 Policy FA5 Strategic Policy for the Eastern Area: The following table sets out the 

overall indicative quantity of development for Eastern Area, which will be explored in 

further detail in the Development Management Plan. 

Table 9: The indicative quantity of development for Eastern Area 

Planning Focus Area 
Housing – range of dwellings by area 

up to 2028 

9. Old Town  50 - 70  

11. Hillcrest and Ore Valley  440 - 540  

12. Clive Vale and Ore Village  250 - 310  

13. Hastings Country Park  0  

Total  740 - 920  

 Protecting the existing stock of playing fields and sports pitches is also important to 

maintain the health and wellbeing of local people, and in light of increasing pressures for 

development. We therefore seek to protect the existing provision, and encourage the 

development of new facilities in central locations.   

 Policy CI2: Sports and Leisure Facilities: Major sports and leisure facilities should be 

centrally located, or easily accessible to all of the community. Provision for casual 

recreation, such as multi-use games areas should be locally based within communities to 

allow the best possible access.  
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Hastings Sport & Physical Activity Strategy (2016-2020)3 

 Hastings Borough Council have refreshed their sport and physical activity strategy, to 

reflect the progress that has been made in the recent past, as well as the changing 

nature of the challenges faced by the borough. 

 The strategy emphasises the challenges of deprivation in the borough, with recent figures 

showing that 27.7% of children in the borough live in poverty. The strategy emphases the 

importance of focussing on those key groups that are less likely to take part in physical 

activity. These groups include women and girls, elderly people, disabled people and 

those from lower socio-economic groups. 

 The Strategy explained that since the previous issue of the strategy, physical activity and 

obesity levels in Hastings have improved, however the health of people living in Hastings 

is still poorer than other areas.  

 The strategy sets out the following strategic vision; 

“Hastings will be an active town where high quality sport and physical activity 

opportunities are accessible to all and the majority of people are actively 

engaged in sport and physical activity” 

 The purpose of the strategy is to; 

 Ensure a coordinated approach to physical activity and sporting 

opportunities in the town, allowing a wide range of partners to develop 

skills and expertise in order to increase the impact of local interventions. 

 Raise awareness of the contribution that sport and physical activity can 

give to developing the health of local residents, addressing inequalities 

and developing the economic and social health of the area. 

 Build the capacity of all statutory, community and voluntary 

organisations to increase participation in sport and physical activity. 

 The strategy sets out the following key priorities for the 2016 – 2020 time period 

 Increasing participation in physical activity and encouraging more 

residents to meet the Department of Health’s physical activity 

recommendations 

 Enhancing skills and building volunteer capacity within the local sport 

and physical activity sector 

 Strengthening partnerships and coordinating physical activity and 

sporting opportunities in the town 

                                                      
 
3 Hastings Sport and Physical Activity Strategy 2016-2010 (Hastings Borough 
Council and Active Hastings: 2016) 
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 The following playing fields and/or sports pitches are identified as part of the green 

infrastructure network and should be protected in line with policy CI2 of the Hastings 

Planning Strategy 

 Ark William Parker Academy 

 Baird Primary Academy 

 The Firs (Mini soccer centre) 

 The Pilot Field 

 Alexandra Park. 

Hastings Leisure Facilities Strategy (2015-2018) 

 The identified priorities for future facility provision in the borough are shown in Table 10 

below: 

Table 10: Priorities for future facility provision in HBC 

Facility Type Recommendation 

Athletics tracks  
The short term priority is for a viable operations plan to be agreed post 
the current agreement which ceases 2018.  

Sports halls  
Additional hall space required at peak times. Location to be further 
assessed. Alternatively, look to extend community use of educational 
halls. 

Health & fitness 
suites  

Additional stations required at Falaise. Quantity to be confirmed.  

Swimming pools  Additional 414 m2 required (equivalent of 7-8 lanes of a 25m pool). 
Leisure water, dedicated learner pool and additional 25m lanes required.  

Synthetic turf pitches  Additional 1-2 full sized, floodlit third generation pitch required.  

Football stadia  Upgraded facilities required.  

Bowling green’s 
indoor  

No additional, but significant improvements required  

Bowling green’s 
outdoor  

No additional  

Indoor tennis courts  
Low cost indoor courts are required. Number of courts and location 
requires further assessment. 

Outdoor tennis courts  
Enhancement of current Alexandra Park courts is a priority, with future 
option to reinstate additional courts if required  

Multi Use Games 
Areas (MUGA’s)  

Additional MUGAs required. Quantity and location requires further 
assessment.  

Climbing walls / 
climbing facilities  

Current supply adequate for beginners. Enhancements of current stock 
required for regular climbers.  

Water sport facilities   Further assessments required  

Skate parks   Additional Indoor park required and extension to White Rock Skate Park 

 
Specific Development Management Plan 

 Hastings Borough Council is in the process of producing a series of documents that will 

guide the future planning of the town. Together, these documents will form the new 

Hastings Local Plan. 

 The Hastings Planning Strategy was adopted in February 2014. This is 

the overarching strategic document that provides a long-term plan to 

deliver regeneration and sustainable growth in the town over the next 15 

years.  
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 The Development Management Plan is the second key document 

prepared as part of the Local Plan process. Its purpose is to set out clear 

policies to help shape the design and construction of new development 

and to allocate sites to deliver the overarching policies in the Planning 

Strategy. This document has been updated and will form part of the 

evidence base for Hastings Local Plan. 

 The Local Plan therefore shares the same strategic objectives as the Planning Strategy, 

which are:  

 Achieve and sustain a thriving economy  

 Ensure everyone has the opportunity to live in a decent home, which 

they can afford, in a community in which they want to live  

 Safeguard and improve the town’s environment Addressing the impacts 

of climate change 

 Supporting sustainable communities 

 Provision of an efficient and effective transport system Making best use 

of the Seafront and promoting tourism  

Parks and Open Spaces Strategy (2006) 

 The Strategy identifies some priority Sport and Recreation Facilities as key sites in the 

Borough. For example: 

 Bexhill Road Recreation Ground  

 Horntye Park 

 William Parker Sports College 

 Sandhurst Recreation Ground (Football/cricket)  

 Sites of Borough wide significance, subject to further review include: 

 Tilekiln  

 White Rock  

Hastings Playing Pitch Improvement Plan (2003) 

 The results of the 2003 Pitch Improvement Plan are shown in Table 11 below 

Table 11: Summary of 2003 Pitch Improvement Plan Results 

 Supply Peak Demand Surplus/deficit 

Football 

Mini-soccer 17 12 +5 

Junior soccer 18 18 0 

Senior soccer 20 16 +4 

Cricket 

Junior cricket (grass) 0 2 -2 

Junior cricket 
(artificial) 

1 3 -2 

Senior cricket 7 7 0 

Rugby 

Mini rugby 1 2 -1 
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Junior rugby 0 2 -2 

Senior rugby 2 2 0 

Hockey 

Junior hockey 0 1 -1 

Senior hockey 1 1 0 

POPULATION PROFILES AND PROJECTIONS FOR THE STUDY AREA 

 Understanding the population and future growth projections are important in planning the 

future provision of sports facilities.  

 The Councils have provided housing projections in line with the Core Strategy housing 

growth figures, with both the current and projected populations shown spatially overleaf.  

Map 2 illustrates the relatively high density of population in Hastings and the sparser 

distribution of population across Rother.  

 The overall population in Rother and Hastings is projected to grow between 2016 and 

2028 by 4%, from 182,941 to 191,094 with the highest growth centred around Bexhill and 

Hastings.  

 In terms of demographics, a number of age groups are projected to reduce in population 

over the study period, with a projected reduction of 5,108 45-54 year olds. In contrast, the 

older age groups are projected to grow, with an overall projected increase of 17,409 for 

the 55+ age group.  
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Map 2 – Rother and Hastings Population (2016 Projected – source: Office of National Statistics 2014 population projections) 
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Map 3 – Rother and Hastings Population Change. Source: Office of National Statistics 2014 population projections 

 Map 3 shows the 

future projected 

population change 

across Rother and 

Hastings, and how 

the population will 

increase around the 

urban areas, and 

particularly in 

western Bexhill and 

central Hastings. The 

darker the green 

shade, the higher the 

population growth in 

that specific area. 

The red shading 

indicates a projected 

reduction in 

population within the 

given ward.
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DEPRIVATION 

 Deprivation in the study area is a severe issue, but in Hastings in particular. The health of 

people in Hastings is generally worse than the England average. Deprivation is higher 

than average and about 27.7% (4700)4 of children live in poverty. Life expectancy for both 

men and women is lower than the England average, with the difference between life 

expectancy for the most and least deprived areas being 10.4 years for men4. 

 The health of people in Rother is generally better than the England average. Deprivation 

is lower than average, however about 17.8% (2,400)4 children live in poverty. Life 

expectancy for women is higher than the England average, however it is 8.5 years lower 

in the most deprived areas of Rother than in the least deprived areas5 

 Hastings is the 20th most deprived local authority area in England out of 326 authorities 

(lower ranking = more deprived). 16 of the 53 Super Output Areas (SOAs)6 in Hastings 

are in the most deprived 10% in England, compared with 15 in 2010. These are all of 

Central St Leonards and Castle wards, and parts of Hollington, Gensing, Ore, Wishing 

Tree, Tressell and Baird. 

 Rother has six (10%) of SOAs amongst the most deprived 20% in England, four in Bexhill 

(Sidley and Central wards), one in Rye and one in Eastern Rother. 

 Hastings remains the most deprived in the South East, and in the South East Local 

Enterprise Partnership (SELEP) area based on both average score and proportion of 

SOAs in most deprived 10%. 

 The two most deprived neighbourhoods in Hastings are Broomgrove and Farley Bank / 

Halton, are among the most deprived 1% in England. The “7 Streets” area of St Leonards 

are among the most 2% deprived in England.  

 According to the IMD 2015 extent measure 40.3% of Hastings’ population experiences a 

degree of deprivation. 

 Hastings remains the 2nd most deprived seaside town in England after Blackpool 

according to both the rank of average score and the proportion of SOAs in the most 

deprived 10% nationally7.  

 Map 4 overleaf shows the high deprivation in central Hastings, as well as in eastern 

Rother, around Rye and Iden. Lowering levels of deprivation in Sidley and Bexhill Central 

wards have also been identified as priorities for Rother District Council. 

 

                                                      
 
4 Hastings Health Profile (2015: Public Health England) 
5 Rother Health Profile (2015: Public Health England) 
6 Super Output Areas are a geography for the collection and publication of small area statistics. 
They are used on the Neighbourhood Statistics site and across National Statistics. 
7 English Index of Multiple Deprivation (Office of National Statistics: 2015) 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/beginner-s-guide/census/super-output-areas--soas-/index.html
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Map 4 – Areas of Deprivation in Rother and Hastings 
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 Table 12 summarises the overall demographics in the study area 

Table 12 – Summary of Rother and Hastings Demographic Profile 

Key Factors Rother and Hastings 

Population 2016 (estimated 
- all ages) 

(2014-based Population 
Projections; R&H) 

91,802 (Rother)  
91,139 (Hastings) 
 
182,941 (TOTAL) 

Population 2028 (all ages) 
 

97,353 (Rother) 
93,741 (Hastings) 
191,094 (TOTAL) 

Population Increases Planned Rother: At least 5,700 dwellings 
Hastings: At least 3,600 dwellings.  
Total: At least 9,347 dwellings  

Population characteristics Predominantly white; the population is ageing – the largest growth in the population will be in the 76-84 age group. 

Rural Areas Rother is predominantly rural, with the largest settlement being the coastal town of Bexhill, with smaller market towns of Battle and Rye and 
a number of smaller villages and rural settlements across the rest of the District. Hastings is a far smaller local authority and is made up 
largely of the Hastings town. It is therefore an entirely urban local authority. 

Car Ownership As Rother is more rural, a far higher percentage have access to a car, with only 17.8% not having access. This is lower than both the East 
Sussex and National averages 30.8% of the population in Hastings do not have access to a car, which is 10% more than the East Sussex 
average and almost 6% higher than the national average. This has a significant impact on the ability of residents to get to sports facilities 
and should therefore be considered. 

Deprivation Rother has far lower levels of deprivation, with 8.7% living in the 20% most deprived areas of England. Deprivation is a significant issue, 
especially in Hastings where 44.9% of the population living in the 20% most deprived areas of England. 

Obesity Rother: 21.1% of the adult population are categorised as obese, although 65.8% are classified as overweight 
20.6% of reception children and 32% of Year 6 children were classed as overweight (including obese).Hastings: 22.5% of the adult 
population are categorised as obese, although 64.28% are classified as overweight (including those categorised as obese). 25.1% of 
reception children and 34.3% of Year 6 children were classed as overweight (including obese).  

Health Issues The health of people in Rother is generally better than the England average, with local priorities including cancers, circulatory diseases. In 
contrast, the health of people in Hastings is generally worse than the England average, however the same local priorities for health are 
highlighted  

                                                      
 
8 Rother Public Health Outcomes Framework - http://www.phoutcomes.info/Hastings (2016: Public Health England) 
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 Neighbouring Local Authority Playing Pitch Analysis 

 In order to assess the recommendations for sports development and facilities in the study 

area, it is important to understand the priorities of neighbouring local authorities, 

especially regarding major facility development plans.  

 The reason for this is that often major sports facilities (such as a synthetic athletics track 

or a large AGP development) attract demand from numerous local authorities as 

residents are prepared to travel further for high quality facilities.  

 This section therefore looks to summarise the status of the Playing Pitch Strategies for 

neighbouring local authorities and where possible, assesses the strategic or major facility 

plans that may have an impact on the supply and demand for sports facilities in the study 

area. 

 In addition to the summaries below, map 9 and 10, contained with the Football AGP 

analysis section, provide a spatial analysis of sand-based and 3G AGP facilities across 

the study area and neighbouring local authorities, which can be used to assess the 

overall supply and demand for AGP’s in the study area. 

SHEPWAY DISTRICT 

 Following consultation with Shepway District Council, no strategic priorities or major 

sports facility developments were identified within the next 5 years.  

 The previous Playing Pitch Strategy was undertaken using the ‘Towards a Level Playing 

Field’ guidance and was issued in 2011, therefore recommendations and the action plan 

are not directly relevant to the Rother and Hastings Strategy. 

 The full 2011 strategy document is available at http://goo.gl/FwKx0p 

WEALDEN DISTRICT 

 Following consultation with Wealden District Council, the Council is currently undertaking 

a Playing Pitch Strategy for the local authority. The strategy is scheduled for completion 

by early 2017 and there is a Council aspiration to have a sports park in the south of the 

district, however this is currently at a very early stage in consideration. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS  

 The Playing Pitch Strategy for Tunbridge Wells commenced in May 2016 and therefore it 

is not possible to identify key priorities for the local authority at the time of issue for this 

document. 

 Following consultation with the local council, however, it is clear that high population 

growth is projected, with the borough increasing from 116,000 to 135,000 between 2013 

and 2033 

http://goo.gl/FwKx0p
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 This growth, coupled with a perceived shortage in grass pitches and the presence of only 

1 sand-based AGP that is available to the community, is likely to drive the need for new 

and improved sporting provision across the borough. This development is likely to have 

an impact on the supply and demand for sports provision in Rother and Hastings, 

however it is not possible to quantify the impact of this at such as early stage. 

ASHFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 The Playing Pitch Strategy for Ashford Borough Council (ABC) commenced in Q4 2015 

and therefore it is not possible to identify priorities for the ABC at the time of issue. 

 Following consultation with ABC, a shortage of 3G AGP provision has been identified, 

which is projected to worsen as the local population continues to grow. The significant 

population increase, influenced by the high quality transport links into central London, is 

also likely to increase pressure on planning and housing growth.  

 With this context in mind, it is key to develop sustainable sporting provision that can be 

used by local residents across the South East of England. When looking at how RDC and 

ABC can work together, the area of Tenterden will be key, as there is significant projected 

population growth and potential facility developments. Due to the proximity of Tenterden 

to Eastern Rother, it is important that Local Authorities work together to ensure that the 

facility mix meets demand and the location makes the facility accessible to the greatest 

number of people. 

 Local Sports Context for Rother and Hastings 

 This section summarises the key sports specific strategies and plans for Rother and 

Hastings, as well as the local participation trends in order to understand the key priorities 

for sports and leisure in the local and surrounding areas. 

THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF SPORT 

 Sport has a valuable role to play in benefitting the health and social economy of the 

nation and at local level. It is estimated that sport makes an £11.3 billion contribution to 

the health economy of England9. in 2010, sport contributed gross value-add of £20.3 

billion to the economy in England.  

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND PARTICIPATION 

 This section summarises the key trends for physical activity, utilising Sport England 

sources such as the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation.  

 

The Value of Participation 

 The value of participation in sport and physical activity is significant, and its contribution 

to individual and community quality of life should not be under estimated. This is true for 

both younger and older people; participation in sport and physical activity delivers: 

                                                      
 
9 Local Sport Profile 2015 and the Economic value of sport (Sport England: 2015) 
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 Opportunities for physical activity, and therefore more ‘active living’ 

 Health benefits – cardiovascular, stronger bones, mobility 

 Physical health benefits – prevents and manages 20 chronic disease 

including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, cancer, 

obesity, musculoskeletal conditions 

 Mental health benefits – prevents mental health problems and improves 

the quality of life of those experiencing mental health problems and 

illnesses 

 Social benefits – socialisation, communication, inter-action, regular 

contact, stimulation 

 In addition, participation in sport and physical activity can facilitate the learning of new 

skills, development of individual and team ability / performance, and provide a 

‘disciplined’ environment in which participants can ‘grow’ and develop. 

 The benefits of regular and active participation in sport and physical activity will be 

important to promote in relation to future sport, leisure and physical activity in Rother and 

Hastings. There is an existing audience in the study area, which already recognise the 

advantages of participation, and a latent community who are ready to take part. The 

sport, physical activity and leisure offer in the study area can support the delivery of the 

desired outcomes across a number of strategic priorities and objectives. 

 
Current Participation Rates 

 The participation levels evidenced below10 suggest that the study area has less of a 

sporting and physically active population compared to national and regional figures. 

 The Active People Survey (APS) 10 (2015/16 Q2) highlights that of 

those aged 14+ in Rother, 35.1% participates once a week in sport; this 

is lower than the South East of England (39.5%) and England average 

(37.0%).  

 However, levels of participation (16+ males and females) population in 

sport have increased over the period the APS Survey has been 

undertaken. Overall, participation rates are higher for males than 

females in Rother 

 The Active People Survey (APS) 10 (2015/16 Q2) highlights that of 

those aged 14+ in Hastings, 31.2% participates once a week in sport; 

this is lower than the South East (39.5%) and England average (37.0%).  

 Levels of participation (16+ males) population in sport have increased 

over the period the APS Survey has been undertaken, but those for 

females have decreased. Overall, participation has remained relatively 

constant over the period of the Active People survey. 

                                                      
 
10 Active People Survey: Sport England (2016) 
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 All relevant Active People (APS 10) participation data for the study area is summarised 

overleaf in Table 13. 
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Table 13: Adult (16+) Participation in Sport – Rother and Hastings  

APS 10 
Measurement 

Year Rother Hastings 
South East 
of England 

England Comment 

16+ participation in 
sport at least once a 
week 

2005/06 29.1% 28.9% 37.10% 34.6 % Rates in the two districts are lower than South East of England and 
England averages. 

2015/16 33.4% 29.2% 38.7% 36.1% 

16+ 1-2 x 30 minutes 
of moderate sports 
participation per 
week 

2015/16 25.7% 21.6% 27.4% 25.5% 

While Rother’s rate of participation is above the national average, 
Hasting’s rate is considerably lower. 
Rother’s rate of participation has increased from AP1 2005/06 23.4% to 
25.7%, whilst that in Hastings has fallen  
from AP1 2005/06 24.1% to 21.6%. 

16+ 30 minutes 
moderate intensity 
activity 3 or more 
times a week 

2015/16 15.0% 14.7% 19.0% 17.7% 

The proportion of people in Rother taking part in 30 minutes’ moderate 
intensity activity 3 times or more times a week has increased since APS1 
2005/06 (11.0%), however it has steadily decreased from APS7 2012/13 
(16.8%) 
The proportion of people (14.5%) in Hastings taking part in 30 minutes’ 
moderate intensity activity 3 or more times a week has increased since 
APS1 2005/06 (13.0%), however it has steadily decreased from APS7 
2012/13 (16.8%) 

 APS 10 Q2 also identifies that: 

 In terms of Latent Demand, 44.8% of all adults in Rother, and 57.2% of all adults in Hastings want to do more sport 

 33.5% of adults in Rother, and 28.2% of adults in Hastings, who are already physically active, want to do more sport (APS 8 

2013/14 – data for APS 9 and APS10 are not available due to the insufficient sample size) 

 30.9% of those who are physically inactive in Rother (APS 8 2013/14), and 28% of those who are physically inactive in Hastings 

want to do more sport 

 Satisfaction with existing sports facilities has decreased from 55.6% to 53.1% in Rother, and decreased significantly in Hastings 

from 61.2% to 54.1% over the last 3 years.  
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MARKET SEGMENTATION – ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 Sport England’s market segmentation model comprises of 19 ‘sporting’ segments. It is 

designed to assist understanding of attitudes, motivations and perceived barriers to 

sports participation and to assist agencies involved in the delivery of sport and recreation 

to develop tailored interventions, communicate more effectively with the target market 

and to better understand participation in the context of life stages and cycles. 

 The Sport England Market Segmentation analysis for Rother District Council identifies 

that the dominant segments are Roger and Phyllis, Elsie and Arnold, Roger and Joy, 

Phillip, and Tim 

Table 14: Market Segmentation Summary – Dominant Segments for Rother District Council 

Market 
Segment 

Segment 
Name 

Description Top Sports 
% of Rother 

popn 

Ralph and 
Phyllis  

Comfortable  
Retired 
Couples  

Retired couples (aged 66+), 
enjoying active and 
comfortable lifestyles.  

Keep 
fit/gym, 
Swimming, 
Golf 

13% 

Elsie and 
Arnold 

Retirement 
Home 
Singles 

Lowest participation rates 
of the 19 segments. Poor 
health and disability are 
major inhibitors. 
Participation mainly in low 
intensity activity.  
Safer neighbourhoods or 
people to go with would 
encourage participation. 
Organised, low-impact, low 
intensity events would be 
welcomed.  

Walking, 
bowls and 
dancing  
 

10% 

Roger and 
Joy 

Early 
Retirement 
Couples  

 

Typically aged 56 – 65 this 
couple may be in 
employment, but nearing 
the end of their careers, or 
already have taken early 
retirement. They are slightly 
less active than the 
average adult population. 

Walking, 
swimming, 
table tennis, 
golf and 
keep fit 
classes 

9.5% 

Philip 
Comfortable 
Mid Life 
Males M 

Mid-life professional (aged 
46-55), sporty males with 
older children and more 
time for themselves. 

Cycling, keep 
fit/ gym, 
swimming, 
football, golf. 

9% 

Tim 
Settling 
Down 
Males  

Sporty male professionals 
(aged 26-45), buying a 
house and settling down 
with partner.  

Cycling, 
keep fit/ 
gym, 
swimming, 
football, 
athletics 
and golf.  

8.5% 

 The implications of the above analysis are that there is a need to ensure provision of 

quality facilities for: cycling; fitness; keep fit/gym; swimming; football; athletics or running, 

bowls, dancing, walking and golf at local level. 
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 The distribution of the most dominant market segments in Rother District is shown below 

in Map 5. This map shows that in Rother, the majority segments across the district are 

Ralph and Phyllis (virtually the whole district), Elsie and Arnold (in the south of the 

District), Roger and Joy (just outside the south of the District), Philip (just outside the 

south of the District), and Tim (north of the District). This type of local intelligence should 

be used to develop and drive programmes to maximise participation opportunities at local 

level, by providing activities in which people want to take part. 

 It is key that as well as considering the dominant segments within the recommendations 

and action plan, a clear focus is also placed on those demographics that current have 

high levels of inactivity.  

 
Map 5: Dominant Market Segments Rother 

 

MARKET SEGMENTATION – HASTINGS BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 The Sport England Market Segmentation analysis for Hastings Borough Council identifies 

that the dominant segments are Elsie and Arnold, Phillip, Roger and Joy, Jamie, and 

Elaine. The implications of this analysis are that there is a need to ensure provision of 

quality facilities for: cycling; fitness; keep fit/gym; swimming; football; athletics or running, 

tennis, badminton, bowls, dancing, walking, horse riding and golf at local level. 

Table 15: Market Segmentation – Dominant Segments in Hastings Borough Council 

Market 
Segment  

Segment 
Name 

Description Top sports 
% of HBC 

popn 

Elsie and 
Arnold 
(13) 

Retirement 
Home 
Singles 

Lowest participation rates of 
the 19 segments. Poor health 
and disability are major 
inhibitors. Participation mainly 
in low intensity activity. 
Organised, low-impact, low 
intensity events would be 
welcomed. 

Walking, bowls 
and dancing  
 

9.75 
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Market 
Segment  

Segment 
Name 

Description Top sports 
% of HBC 

popn 

Philip (11) 

Comfortable 
Mid Life 
Males Mid-
Life Males 

Mid-life professional (aged 
46-55), sporty males with 
older children and more time 
for themselves. 

Cycling, keep fit/ 
gym, swimming, 
football, golf. 

9 

Roger 
and Joy 
(19) 

Early 
Retirement 
Couples  

 

Typically aged 56 – 65 this 
couple may be in 
employment, but nearing the 
end of their careers, or 
already have taken early 
retirement.  
They are slightly less active 
than the average adult 
population. 

Walking, 
swimming, 
table tennis, 
golf and keep 
fit classes 

8.25 

Jamie (2) 
Sports 
Team 
Drinkers  

Young blokes (aged 18-25) 
enjoying football, pints and 
pool. 

Football, 
Cricket, Keep 
fit/gym, Athletics 

7 

Elaine 
Empty Nest 
Career 
Ladies 

Married women, aged 46-55. 
Mid-life professionals who 
have more time for 
themselves since their 
children left home 
 

Keep fit/gym 
and swimming 
cycling, athletics 
or running, 
tennis, 
badminton and 
horse riding. 

6.25 

 As cited in the 2015 Leisure Facilities Strategy11, the overall segmentation data indicates 

a mixed population with differing needs. The profile includes a significant number of older 

people with specific needs and interests in lower impact forms of physical activity, and a 

younger profile who are interested in a variety of more active leisure pursuits. Each 

segment will have additional barriers to participation, such as cost and transport. 

 It also indicates groups that should complement each other in terms of use of facilities 

with the older users making use of facilities during the daytime while the younger 

demographic groups are more likely to use sports facilities outside of normal working 

hours, when leisure centres experience peak usage. 

 This mixed profile points towards the need to provide a range of flexible facilities to cater 

for a broad range of sporting interests. Transport accessibility, price and childcare 

provision are other considerations in encouraging participation by these groups. 

 The distribution of the most dominant market segments in Hastings Borough is shown 

overleaf in Map 6. This map shows that in Hastings, the majority segments across the 

district are Elsie and Arnold (focused areas across the District), Phillip (south east and 

south west of the District), Roger and Joy (areas across the District), Jamie (specifically 

in and around St Leonards), and Elaine (small areas in the south of the Borough).  

                                                      
 
11 Hastings Leisure Facilities Strategy (2015: Hastings Borough Council) 
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Map 6: Dominant Market Segments in Hastings Borough 

 It should be noted that further detailed demographic assessments are undertaken 

throughout the PPS process and summarised in this report. The Sport England market 

segmentation explained in this section is just one tool that helps to illustrate the general 

context of the study area. The results should therefore be viewed alongside the PPS and 

the respective Leisure Facilities strategies to show the overall trends for sport and 

physical activity in Rother and Hastings. 
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 FOOTBALL 

 Introduction 

 This section of the report focusses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches. 

At the end of this section there is also a summary of the supply and demand findings for 

third generation (3G) Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) that are becoming increasingly 

important to service the needs of football for both competitive play and training. 

 In August 2015, the FA released their National Game Strategy for Participation and 

Development (2015 – 2019)12, which committed the organisation to invest £260 million 

into grassroots football over the next four years. The strategy has four key priorities; 

 Participation – ‘More players playing football more often’. The FA are 

aiming to boost female youth participation by 11% and retain the current 

level of male team affiliation 

 Player Development – ‘Better quality players being developed and 

entering the talent pathways’. The FA will invest £16m into coach 

education and development programmes. There will also be 1,000 more 

top level grassroots coaches developed and on-going investment into 

the skills coaching programme for 5 – 11 year olds 

 Better Training and Playing Facilities – The FA has committed £48m 

to new and improved facilities through the Football Foundation. This 

includes the roll out of a new sustainable model for grassroots facilities 

in 30 cities through football hubs owned and operated by local 

communities. An ambition has also been stated to ensure that half of 

mini-soccer and youth matches are played on high-quality artificial grass 

pitches 

 Football Workforce – ‘Recruiting and developing volunteers and paid 

staff who service the game’. This will grow the workforce, increase the 

number of qualified referees and ensure there is an advisory board for 

every County FA 

 The national strategy follows the FA’s October 2014 announcements, stating its 

intentions to deliver 30 football hubs in cities across the country. The FA intends to 

increase the number of full size, publicly accessibility 3G AGP’s to over 1,000 across 

England. It also intends to facilitate the delivery of more than 150 new club-owned and 

managed football hubs to support the delivery of FA, County FA and professional club 

youth development and coach education programmes. It also aims to ensure that at least 

50% of all mini soccer and 9v9 matches are played on good quality 3G AGP’s.  

                                                      
 
12 FA National Game Strategy (http://goo.gl/RHIZAT: 2015) 

http://goo.gl/RHIZAT
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 A key trend for football across the country is the contraction of adult affiliated clubs and 

the growth of more casual and efficient forms of football, such as 5 and 7-a-side and 

organised evening 11-a-side, typically played on floodlit 3G pitches. This trend reflects 

the perceived reduction in free time across the UK and the reticence to commit to weekly 

football on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. This is trend is less applicable for Rother and 

Hastings, due to the lack of commercial small-sided football available across the study 

area. There are exceptions to this, with 5-a-side leagues being run at Battle Sports 

Centre, Horntye and Hastings Academy.  

 The growth of demand and supply of 3G provision and the changing patterns of demand 

among grass roots footballers is key and will be addressed as an output of this study. 

 In addition to the focus on 3G facilities the FA has emphasised, throughout consultations, 

the commitment of the organisation to improving grass pitches, with the overall target 

being to improve 2,000 grass pitches and reduce the amount of cancellations, especially 

due to waterlogging.  

 The body that governs football in the study area is the Sussex County FA and all of the 

FA’s community and development objectives are implemented through this local body 

 Consultation Overview 

 4 global consulted with Sussex County FA to provide an overview of club and facility 

needs and issues across the study area. This section covers the main points raised 

during the consultation. 

FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

 Football participation in Sussex is relatively low compared to the rest of the country 

(Active People data is unavailable for the study area due to the size of the sample). In 

line with the recent National Strategy, the provision of 3G AGP’s is seen as a priority for 

the FA as this improves the quality and sustainability of football facilities across the UK. 

Currently there are no full sized 3G AGP’s in the study area, with the full sized sand-

based pitches at Horntye and the Bexhill College Sports Centre being used for football 

use.  

 For grass-based pitches, facility provisions for football appear to meet demand 

sufficiently, however maintenance and general pitch quality are seen to require 

improvement. These views will be validated by the findings of this study and will provide 

the Councils and the FA with information that can be used to improve natural turf pitches, 

which is a key performance indicator for the FA in the National Game Strategy 2015-2019 

 The FA stated that a key priority is to provide facilities that are sustainable for the long-

term future of football in the study area. There is currently a large reliance on education-

owned pitches, with little or no mitigation for the risk of these schools closing or changing 

their community use policies. 
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 The FA would like an output of the strategy to be a more collaborative and aligned 

maintenance programme, with a number of clubs contributing and managing a 

maintenance equipment bank and using this new machinery to improve the quality of the 

local pitches. 

 Supply 

QUANTITY OVERVIEW  

 In order to gather a full understanding of the supply of football pitches in Rother and 

Hastings, Council site assessor’s visited all football sites in the area and assessed the 

facilities using the FA’s guidelines, as shown in Playing Pitch Strategy Appendix 2 - 

Football Association13. Where appropriate an Institute of Groundsmen (IOG) qualified 

pitch assessor also undertook an assessment of key sites to cross check the original 

scores and ensure the scoring is consistent with the rest of the country. 

 A detailed record of all the supply data can be found in Technical Appendix C – Football 

Analysis, however this section will summarise the key findings. 

 Table 16 summarises how the grass football pitches in the study area were assessed, in 

line with Sport England PPS methodology (non-technical assessments). 

Table 16 – Supply of pitches in the study area. Source: RDC and HBC site assessments 

 Table 16 shows that the majority of pitches across the district are rated as STANDARD, 

however there is an even spread between GOOD and POOR for the remaining pitches 

indicating that the overall quality is fairly low. This analysis has been benchmarked in 

Table 17 below, which compares the split of scoring between the three ratings for Rother 

and Hastings with 5 other local authorities in the Southern and Eastern regions of the UK. 

These Local Authorities have been kept anonymized as the associated strategies are still 

in progress at the time of issue.   

 Table 17 indicates that out of six local authorities, Rother and Hastings (R&H) has the 

second highest proportion of GOOD pitches. On the other hand, Table 17 also illustrates 

that Rother and Hastings has the largest proportion of POOR pitches, with the other five 

LA’s having the majority of their pitches assessed as STANDARD. 

Table 17 – Assessment benchmarking across the UK. Source: 4 global site assessments 

Pitch 
Rating 

Average Pitch Score 

LA A LA B LA C LA D LA E R&H 

Good  3.5% 4.7% 4% 8% 32% 27% 

Standard  94.3% 92.9% 90.6% 84% 67% 40% 

Poor  2.2% 2.4% 4.4% 7% 1% 30% 

                                                      
 
13 Sport England PPS Guidance – Football Appendix (http://goo.gl/em3wyj: 2015) 

Quality score 
Adult football Youth football Mini soccer 

11v11 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Good (80-100%) 16 5 6 6 1 

Standard (50-79.9%) 18 23 5 5 0 

Poor (0-49.9%) 11 15 0 10 6 
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Map 7 – Site audit for football pitches in Rother and Hastings 

 Map 7 illustrates the 

geographical location of all 

football pitches across the 

study area. The colour of the 

dot for each site represents 

the type of pitches at each 

site. Further explanation and 

analysis of the community 

use arrangement can be 

seen in Technical Appendix C 

– Football Analysis  

 Map 7 shows the spread of 

football sites across the study 

area and shows the 

concentration of sites in 

Bexhill and Hastings. In the 

more rural areas in Rother, 

there is a very even spread of 

small village and parish 

council owned sites.
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PITCH OWNERSHIP  

 As is common across the UK, a large proportion of sports provision in the study area is 

owned and operated by education and the two local authorities.  

 Table 18 below shows the spread of ownership, with the highest proportion owned by 

education establishments, Parish Councils and the Local Authorities. There is a very low 

level of private and club ownership, which leads to the majority of maintenance and 

operational management being undertaken by the respective Parish Council or Local 

Authority. There is an increasingly successful asset transfer ‘model’ being utilised across 

the UK by local authorities in order to reduce their maintenance expenditure and this is a 

strategy that could be explored by RDC and HBC. Further consultation is required 

between the Councils and the local clubs in order to facilitate this. 

 It should be noted, that consultations with Rother District Council throughout the PPS 

process have indicated that asset transfer is not a favoured approach due to the 

requirement to keep key open spaces under the control of RDC. Hastings Borough 

Council are open to explore these options as an output of this strategy.  

Table 18 – Site ownership in Rother and Hastings. Source: 4 global site assessments 

Type of ownership Ownership Management 

Parish Council 12 15 

Club 0 3 

Education 40 33 

Trust 6 6 

Private 2 2 

Local Authority 16 16 

PITCH QUALITY 

 Each site and pitch was visited by the Council and assessed in accordance with the non-

technical assessment guidance provided by the FA. The assessment scores take into 

account pitch and changing room quality. In addition to the site visits, club consultations 

were used to verify the quality ratings. Each pitch is rated as good, standard or poor, 

which is then linked to its carrying capacity (number of games/matches per week which 

this standard of pitch should be able to accommodate.) 

 The following major sites achieved the best scores from the site assessments undertaken 

by the Councils. Further detail of the site summaries is provided in the Technical 

Appendix C – Football Analysis. 

Bexhill Road Recreation Ground14: This is the largest football site across the 

study area and accommodates the majority of adult football from Hastings.  Six of 

the adult pitches on the site have enhanced drainage, which significantly 

improves playability in poor weather. It is key to note, however, that the entire site 

                                                      
 
14 Bexhill Road Recreation Ground is almost entirely located within Rother District’s 

administrative boundary, but is owned and managed by Hastings Borough Council.  
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is located on a flood plain so the site suffers from loss of fixtures due to 

waterlogging. The site is served by two pavilions, one brick built and the other 

timber framed. The Timber framed pavilion has reached the end of its life and will 

require replacement or a full refurbishment in the near future. All pitches were 

assessed between November and mid-December, which means that the pitch 

scores do not fully reflect the pitch conditions at the wettest times of the year. 

This contributed significantly to the high score achieved by the site during 

assessment.  

Tilekiln Recreation Ground (H): The site is operated by the local authority 

(Hastings) and accommodates 6 ESFL premier division teams. The football 

pitches at the site are generally of a good quality; however the site is prone to 

some waterlogging during the winter months. A recent IOG assessment 

concluded that the nature of the soil is slowly permeable, seasonally wet, slightly 

acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils. There is no enhancement to any of the 

drainage on site. The pavilion is fit for purpose however requires refurbishment to 

ensure it is an attractive facility to use. 

Polegrove Recreation Ground (R): The site is operated by the local authority 

(Rother) and is situated in central Bexhill. This is the premier public sports ground 

in the town serving as the home ground for both Bexhill United and Glenco 

Football Clubs and accommodating a senior flood-lit pitch, junior pitches and a 

grass training area.  Use of the site for closed-gate matches, public events and 

cricket creates management and maintenance challenges.  The pitch, changing 

facilities and grandstand are standard and the grandstand in particular would 

benefit from upgrading.  No land drainage system is in place and turf 

maintenance practices alone (as per the maintenance specification – see 

Appendix E) are insufficient to ensure that pitches are playable during prolonged 

spells of rainfall.  The grass training area is intensively used which presents 

capacity and maintenance issues. 

Little Common Recreation Ground (R): The site is operated by the local 

authority (Rother) and is a large site on the outskirts of Bexhill accommodating 

six pitches including one senior flood-lit pitch. The pitches are rated as standard 

and although there is drainage in place, ground conditions are still an issue 

during periods of persistent rain.  This has implications on both fixtures and 

training as there is no all-weather surface available.  The ancillary facilities 

managed jointly by the home football and cricket clubs are rated the best in the 

district. 

 The following sites (excluding primary education facilities) scored particularly poorly; 

Swan Meadow Playing Field (R): The site is operated by a Trust and drainage 

issues and the slope of the pitch, together with a lack of good cultural practices 

due to scarce resources combine to give the pitch a poor quality rating.  This is 

exacerbated by use of the pitch for training due to a current lack of alternative 

local provision.  Whilst in good condition, the modern pavilion doesn’t comply with 
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current FA recommendations. 

Guestling Playing Field (R): The site is operated by Guestling Parish Council 

and the pitches receive minimal maintenance, are poorly drained and slope more 

than most others in the district, all of which contributes to their rating as poor.  

Pressure on the senior pitch, which is over-marked for U11s, will be relieved next 

season if the Parish Council’s intention of bringing the redundant pitch, formerly 

used for senior football, back into use is realised.  The Parish Council aspires to 

modernise the pavilion which has no showers and is extremely basic. 

Ark William Parker (H): The site is in educational ownership and has significant 

formal and informal school use. This education use, combined with after-school 

community use, leads to heavy pitch wear. Evidence suggests that maintenance 

is not being carried out effectively however ground conditions are likely to be 

poor, regardless of the maintenance regime.  

 Overall, the assessment results indicate that the quality of pitches across the study area 

is adequate, with a number of large, high quality and fit for purpose sites which serve a 

large proportion of the local residents. It is key to note that although a number of the sites 

were given a GOOD or high STANDARD score as part of the assessments, further 

contextual information and detail from the IOG assessor illustrates that many of these 

sites, such as Bexhill Road, fall significantly in quality during periods of poor weather.  

 It is important that the site by site analysis considers this in order to provide a balanced 

and realistic set of recommendations for the strategic football sites in the study area. 

 Demand 

 Football is the most popular team participation sport across the study area, with a total of 

210 teams recorded by the study, as shown in Table 19.  

Table 19 – Team Profile for football in Rother and Hastings  

Area 

Adult Teams Youth Teams Mini Teams 

Total 
Men’s Ladies 

Boys Girls Mini Soccer 

11v11 9v9 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Rother 39 1 38 31 1 0 24 18 152 

Hastings 20 0 14 10 - - 9 5 58 

 Using the above team data and the volume of 60 clubs that were surveyed, the club to 

team ratio in Rother and Hastings is 1:3.5, i.e. each club runs on average 3.5 teams. This 

compares to a national ratio of 1:3.3 and shows that there are marginally more teams 

within each club on average compared to national levels. 

MAJOR CLUB DEMAND SUMMARY 

 The largest 4 clubs in terms of the number of teams are summarised below. A more 

detailed analysis of these clubs can be seen in Technical Appendix C – Football Analysis. 

Sedlescombe Rangers FC – This is the biggest club in the area with a total of 4 

senior and 17 junior teams. The club is currently satisfied with the quality of the 

pitches and facilities at Oaklands park, however more fit-for-purpose sized 
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pitches would be of benefit. Improved training facilities are also required, as well 

as facilities to satisfy the increasing demand for football in the area. The club has 

identified an urgent need for all weather training facilities. 

Little Common FC – A large club of 4 adult and 13 junior teams. Although the 

club is generally satisfied with the quality of pitches and facilities at their home 

ground, they have identified serious drainage issues on some of their pitches, 

making parts of the site unplayable for 2 – 3 months per season. The club would 

like to fully enclose their 1st team pitch, which they currently maintain, in order to 

meet grading requirements for the FA Step15 that they currently play in. They are 

currently prohibited to do this as the site is on public land and if this continues to 

be the case then the club will consider relocation to allow future growth. 

Hastings United (Youth and Adult) – The club is split into two distinct parts, 

with the 3 adult teams comprising of an U21 development squad, U19 AWPA 

Academy team and the semi-professional 1st team who play in the Ryman South 

league (the town’s most senior team). The senior club have highlighted 

significant demand for additional 3G training facilities. The teams train on grass 

at Ark William Parker Academy and 3G at Hastings Academy. The youth part of 

the club has 12 teams ranging from U9’s to U18’s, with all teams training and 

playing at the Sandhurst pitches. The Club is planning to increase the number of 

junior and mini teams and have stated the pitches are poor with severe slopes 

and lots of unofficial use. 

Hastings Rangers Youth – The club has 4 youth teams, which has stayed 

consistent over past couple of years. The club have plans to increase the number 

of junior and mini teams and have states that they have unmet demand for 3G 

training facilities. 

 In addition to the demand identified above, a number of the clubs have highlighted issues 

with drainage and also a latent demand for 3G AGP facilities, primarily for training.  

 Future Demand  

 In order to calculate the future demand for football in the study area, a Team Generation 

Rate16 has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current 

population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age 

groups) will typically cause enough demand for a football team. 

 This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the local 

authorities to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams 

in each of the key age groups. 

                                                      
 
15 For an explanation of the FA ‘step’ structure see here: http://www.thefa.com/my-football/club-
leagues/league-steps-1-7 
16 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current 
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team. 
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the 
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from 
the ‘new’ population. 
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Table 20 - Team Generation Rates for Rother and Hastings.  

Football 
age group 

Current 
popn. 
Within age 
group 

No. 
Of 
teams 

TGR* 

Future 
population 
(2028) within 
age group 

Projected 
no. of 
teams 

Projected  
new teams 

Rother 

Snr Men 
(19-45yrs) 

 11,492  39.0 3.4  10,635  36.1 -2.9 

Snr Women 
(19-45yrs) 

 11,968  1.0 0.1  11,213  1.1 0** 

Youth Boys 
(12-18yrs) 

 2,717  69.0 25.4  2,846  72.3 3.3 

Youth Girls 
(12-18yrs) 

 2,537  1.0 0.4  2,701  1.4 0** 

Mini soccer 
mixed (6-
11yrs) 

 3,657  42.0 11.5  3,578  41.1 -0.9 

Hastings 

Snr Men 
(19-45yrs) 

 15,965  20 1.3  14,231  17.8 -2.2 

Snr Women 
(19-45yrs) 

 16,485  1.0*** 0.1  15,425  1.1 0** 

Youth Boys 
(12-18yrs) 

 3,038  24.0 7.9  3,168  25.0 1.0 

Youth Girls 
(12-18yrs) 

 2,871  0.0 N/A  3,087  0 0 

Mini soccer 
mixed (6-
11yrs) 

 4,326  14.0 3.2  4,124  13.3 -0.7 

*Team Generation Rate; teams generated by 1000 people 

**The additional projected demand is not sufficient to require new teams 

***This includes a new women’s team for the 16/17 season 

 Table 20 illustrates that when considering the projected population to 2028 across the 

various age groups in Rother and Hastings, the study is not projecting any growth in the 

demand for adult football, if current trends continue. In fact, if the ratio of teams to 

population projections stays consistent, both local authorities will face a reduction of 2 to 

3 adult teams. Mini soccer also shows a small reduction, but on a smaller scale. In 

contrast, a growth in the requirement for youth (12-18) teams is projected, which is driven 

by the projected growth in population for the 10-14 age group to 2028.  

 The TGR calculations have illustrated that there is projected to be a small increase in 

demand for women and girls football across the study area, however there is unlikely to 

be enough demand to satisfy the need for further teams. If the local authority and the FA 

are successful in attracting more females (than projected) to play the game, then there is 

likely to be a need for further teams. 

 These reductions do not reflect the consultations held with the clubs, however it should 

be noted that these projections are for 2028 and it is highly unlikely that clubs will be able 

to project overall team numbers that far in the future. 
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 When comparing these findings to national trends, the reduction in adult teams is 

consistent with the rest of the country, whereas a projected reduction in mini soccer is in 

contrast to an upward trend for the rest of the UK. This is likely to be driven by a variety of 

factors, such as the quality of facilities across the study area or the lack of a focussed 

and fit-for-purpose ‘offer’ for mini football. 

 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Councils and the local 

FA development officers do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the 

period and are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players 

to participate in football in the study area. In reality, it is expected that there will be 

improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as 

well as higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an 

improved ability to generate demand and convert it into participation. 

 In particular, the study area currently has a low level of formal sports participation for 

women and girls, which the Councils are looking to address with specific programmes 

and initiatives. If these are successful then it would be expected that greater pressure is 

placed on facilities, namely through the requirements for female specific changing 

facilities. 

 The team generation rates are also based on the current number of teams so where an 

age group or demographic has no teams, this will result in a low or non-existent team 

growth projection. The detailed analysis of Team Generation Rates can be seen in 

Technical Appendix D – Rother and Hastings PPS TGR Calculations. 

 Supply and Demand Balance 

 This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for grass football pitches 

(both for current and future scenarios) for the study area as a whole. Following 

consultation with the Councils and the FA, it was confirmed that although the FA PPS 

guidance recommends that all GOOD pitches have a capacity of 3 adult matches, 4 youth 

matches and 6 minis matches (all per week), this capacity is not realistic for Rother and 

Hastings. This is due primarily to the drainage issues caused by a high clay content in the 

soil, as well as the lack of a Sunday league, which means that 3 matches per week are 

never played on sites and including the full capacity will provide a distorted overall 

balance. 

 To this end, two scenarios have been used for the capacity analysis; 

Scenario 1: Using the FA standard recommended capacity of 3 adult matches, 4 

youth matches and 6 mini matches per week on a GOOD standard pitch 

Scenario 2: Reducing the maximum carrying capacity of all GOOD pitches to 2 

adult matches, 3 youth matches and 4 mini matches17. 

                                                      
 

17 The FA indicate scenario 2a (that the likelihood of sites in Rother and Hastings have a maximum carrying 

capacity of two games a week for adult matches, 3 youth matches and 4 mini matches) is the most accurate 

reflection of the supply and demand for football in the study area.  
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 The pitch balance figures i.e. the relationship between supply and demand, have been 

calculated using the capacity and pitch quality ratings. Table 21 and 22 below show the 

capacity analysis for both Scenario 1 and 2 respectively and each of these scenarios are 

split into A and B to illustrate the impact on the overall balance when Bexhill Road 

Recreation Ground is considered as part of each local authority, given that this site 

straddles the geographical boundary between the two administrative areas. 

Table 21 – Scenario 1a: Overall football balance figures for Rother and Hastings based on 3 
match equivalent carrying capacity for GOOD sites – (Bexhill Road Recreation Ground 
included in Rother data) 

Balance per Pitch Type Adult 
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

ROTHER 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

51 17 24 28 0 120 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

29.5 29.5 16 12 9 96 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

+21.5 -12.5 +8 +16 -9 +24 

HASTINGS 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

16 8 6 12 0 42 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

11.5 12.5 7.5 7 1.5 40 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

+4.5 -4.5 -1.5 +5 -1.5 +2 

TOTAL 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

67 25 30 40 0 162 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

41 42 23.5 19 10.5 136 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

26.5 -17 6.5 21 -10.5 26.5 

 The results for scenario 1 in Table 21 indicate that at present, supply exceeds demand 

for football as a whole sport. It is clear, however that the current level of provision does 

not provide fit-for-purpose facilities for youths playing on 11-a-side pitches and mini’s 

playing on 5v5 pitches. In practice, the lack of youth 11v11 is unlikely to be a significant 

issue as those youth teams requiring 11-a-side pitches will use the adult pitches (which 

show a significant surplus). Efforts should be made to ensure that youth 11 v 11 teams 

play on the appropriate pitch size as recommended by the FA. 
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Table 22 – Scenario 2a: Overall football balance figures for R&H based on 2 match carrying 
capacity for GOOD sites – (Bexhill Road Recreation Ground included in Rother data) 

ROTHER 

Balance per Pitch Type  Adult  
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

40 14 21 20 0 95 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

29.5 29.5 16 12 9 96 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

10.5 -15.5 5 8 -9 -1 

HASTINGS 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

12 6 5 8 0 31 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

11.5 12.5 7.5 7 1.5 40 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

0.5 -6.5 -2.5 1 -1.5 -9 

TOTAL 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

52 20 26 28 0 126 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

41 42 23.5 19 10.5 136 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

11.5 -22 2.5 9 -10.5 -9.5 

 In contrast to scenario 1, Table 22 illustrates that when the maximum capacity for GOOD 

sites is reduced in line with scenario 2, the study area has a deficit of football pitches. As 

above, in practice, the lack of youth 11v11 is unlikely to be a significant issue as those 

youth teams requiring 11-a-side pitches will use the adult pitches and these are very 

often an appropriate size for youth football.  

 Notwithstanding that, the overall balance for both local authorities is negative, illustrating 

that if youth 11v11 matches are transferred to adult pitches then there is likely to be a 

deficit of the adult pitches.  

 Furthermore, due to the location of the Bexhill Road Recreation Ground, which is situated 

on the border between the two local authorities, it is important that the strategy considers 

the site within the wider planning context for both of the Councils. 

 The previous tables show the supply and demand figures when the Bexhill Road 

Recreation Ground site is seen to fall within Rother, however for completeness these 

calculations have been re-configured to calculate the supply and demand for pitches if 

Bexhill Road is considered to fall within Hastings, as shown in Scenario 1b and 2b below. 
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Table 23– Scenario 1b: Overall football balance figures for R&H based on 3 match equivalent 
carrying capacity for GOOD sites – (Bexhill Road included in Hastings data) 

ROTHER 

Balance per Pitch Type Adult 
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

27 17 16 16 0 76 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

25 26 14 11.5 8 84.5 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

2 -9 2 4.5 -8 -8.5 

HASTINGS 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

40 8 14 24 0 86 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

15.5 16 9.5 7.5 2.5 51 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

24.5 -8 4.5 16.5 -2.5 35 

TOTAL 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

67 25 30 40 0 162 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

41 42 23.5 19 10.5 136 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

26.5 -17 6.5 21 -10.5 26.5 

Table 24 – Scenario 2b: Overall football balance figures for R&H based on 2 match 
equivalent carrying capacity for GOOD sites – (Bexhill Road included in Hastings data) 

ROTHER 

Balance per Pitch Type  Adult  
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

24 14 15 12 0 65 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

25 26 14 11.5 8 84.5 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

-1 -12 1 0.5 -8 -19.5 

HASTINGS 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

28 6 11 16 0 61 

Demand – match 
equivalents for matches 
and training 

15.5 16 9.5 7.5 2.5 51 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

12.5 -10 1.5 8.5 -2.5 10 

TOTAL 

Supply – pitch capacity in 
match equivalents 

52 20 26 28 0 126 

Demand – match 
equivalents  

41 42 23.5 19 10.5 136 

Current Overall balance 
(matches per week) 

11.5 -22 2.5 9 -10.5 -9.5 
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 These additional tables show that when Bexhill Road is considered as part of Hastings’ 

pitch stock, the overall balance for football is more positive. This is driven by the large 

amount of capacity at Bexhill Road Recreation Ground, which is reduced by Scenario 2, 

however still illustrates a surplus of football provision in Hastings.  

MATCH CANCELLATIONS 

 In addition to the above findings, consultation with the Councils and the FA has indicated 

that there are currently a high number of cancellations occurring across both local 

authorities throughout the periods of poor weather in December, January and February. 

These cancellations have a significant impact on the overall capacity of sites, further 

increasing the deficit for football provision across the study area. 

 The table below shows the number of cancellations at each of the key council owned 

sites across the study area for football matches in the 2015/16 season. It should be noted 

that this is up to early April 2016 and may not include the final few weeks of the winter 

season. 

Table 25 – Cancellations for football for Rother and Hastings council-owned sites 

Site 
Total Football 
Cancellations  

% of all Football 
Bookings 

Rother 

Little Common Recreation Ground 52 21% 

Polegrove 41 23% 

Rye Salts 12 32% 

Sidley Recreation Ground 23 38% 

The Downs 12 33% 

Total 140 25% 

Hastings 

Bexhill Road Recreation Ground18 97 24% 

Tilekiln 17 17% 

Sandhurst Recreation Ground 40 24% 

The Firs 11 38% 

Total 165 24% 

 Table 25 illustrates the high levels of cancellations at sites owned and managed by the 

Councils and highlights a key issue that needs to be addressed as an output of the PPS. 

 As cancellation data is not available for all sites assessed within the study, the above 

figures will not be factored into the overall capacity analysis, however they will be 

referenced in the site by site analysis and final action plan.  

 It is vital that poor pitches are considered throughout the strategy and delivery of the 

action plan, in order to address the sites where sports facilities do not meet the needs of 

the local residents. The Action Plan and recommendations section of the document will 

provide site specific recommendations for each of the poor sites, however as a general 

guidance, stakeholders should look to work together to reduce the number of poor 

pitches across the study area. 

                                                      
 
18 The site is included in Hastings as it is owned and managed for Hastings Borough 
Council.  
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 As demonstrated in the above section, using the FA recommended carrying capacity for 

good pitches in the study area is not appropriate, due to the volume of cancellations and 

the lack of an adult Sunday league. As such a maximum carrying capacity of two games 

a week for adult matches, 3 youth matches and 4 mini matches) is the most accurate 

reflection of the supply and demand for football in the study area.  

CASUAL USE FOR FOOTBALL 

 In addition to the supply and demand calculations explained in this section, the 

recommendations and action plan will also include the fact that football is also played 

casually across a number of the locally owned, easily accessible football facilities in the 

study area. A number of the large, local authority owned sites such as Bexhill Road 

Recreation Ground and Little Common Recreation Ground are likely to be subject to 

informal play, especially during the summer months.  

SHORT-TERM USE OF GROUNDS 

 In addition to the cancellation data above, there is also demand for football that is often 

moved from site to site, within the study area, to mitigate for issues such as drainage and 

pitch availability. For instance, Bexhill Road has been used 6 times by Little Common FC 

across the 2015/16 season, with Bexhill AAC also playing 9 fixtures. Battle Baptist, 

Beckley Youth and Hastings Athletic have all played a small number of additional games 

at Bexhill Road.  

 As these additional games do not represent a large proportion of overall demand at 

Bexhill Road, as well as the lack of similar data for other council sites, this data will not be 

included in the overall capacity analysis. The overall impact will, however, be considered 

as part of the qualitative site-by-site analysis. 

SUNDAY LEAGUE FOOTBALL 

 There is currently no Sunday League competitive football played in either Rother and 

Hastings. It should be noted that if this type of football (affiliated but low standard adult 

football) was to increase in demand and there was sufficient demand for a competitive 

league, the demand for facilities and the resulting wear and tear of grass pitches would 

increase. 
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 Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 Based on the evidence collated in the PPS for football pitch provision, it can be 

concluded that there are certain football facilities across the study area that are recorded 

as high value sites, for a number of reasons. 

 Table 26 provides a justification for how each of the sites, where football is currently 

available to the community, should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided for. Where it is 

recommended that a site is not required for community use football, this will also be 

explained in the table. 

 To confirm which sites have spare capacity or a deficit, the site-by-site analysis in this 

section will provide a total balance per site to illustrate the sites that need investment 

either to improve the quality of pitches (and therefore carrying capacity), as well as the 

sites that need a greater number of grass pitches in order to satisfy demand. This will be 

shown in the ‘capacity for community use’ column.
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Table 26 – Site –by-site analysis for football sites in community use in Rother and Hastings 

Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

Ark William Parker 
Academy (H) 

4 Education 53% 48% +2.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields as 
part of the Local Plan. This is an education site that 
is used for matches and training by St Leonards FC 
and West Hill United. 

E 

This site currently suffers from considerable 
educational use as the school site is an ex Sport’s 
College with 900 male students. Further 
improvement to the maintenance programme is 
required in order to ensure that the heavy pitch wear 
does not lead to the site being unplayable in periods 
of poor weather. 

PV 

Additional 11v11 football pitches would reduce the 
current levels of wear and tear on the pitch stock, 
however due to land restrictions this is unlikely to be 
viable, The development of a nearby 3G facility 
would reduce demand on the grass pitches and 
improve the quality of the overall provision. 

Baird Primary 
Academy (H) 

1 Education 51% 0% +1.5 

PR 
This is a primary education site that is used 
sparingly by St Leonards FC for training purposes.  

E 

This site has adequate pitch provision but no 
ancillary facilities, as the school building is used for 
educational sport but this is not available to those 
using the pitch for community use. 

PV 

If this site was to open itself further to community 
use, a basic ancillary would be required in order to 
provide changing facilities and basic amenities to 
supporters and parents. 

Battle Abbey Prep 
School (R) 

2 (1 grass/1 
AGP) 

Education 47% 8% 0 PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields as 
part of the Local Plan. This is an education site that 
is used for training by Little Common FC, as well as 
for education use. 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

E 

This site has a single 11v11 pitch, as well as a small 
sided sand-based AGP on site. The senior pitch 
requires an improved maintenance programme to 
ensure that it can be of an adequate standard 
throughout the year and can also increase the 
amount of community use on the grass pitch. 

PV 

The ancillary has been identified as being very poor 
and if the school is looking to increase the amount 
of community use at the site then a new ancillary 
changing facility would be required. 

Battle Area Sports 
Centre (R) 

1 Education 76% 66% 0 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The site currently provides match and 
training facilities to Battle Baptist FC and Style 
Soccer FC. There is also an AGP on site, which 
satisfies significant training demand from local 
clubs. 

E 

Although the site scored well during the 
assessment, this pitch currently suffers from 
drainage issues, which limits availability of use. An 
improved maintenance programme is required in 
order to ensure the pitch is of an adequate quality 
throughout the season.  

PV 

No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. There is an ancillary facility within 
the school which is available but rarely used by 
teams. 

Battle Recreation 
Ground (R) 

2 Town Council 64% 62% 0.5 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is of adequate quality and is 
used by Battle Baptist FC for their adult match play 

E 

The Town Council have identified drainage issues 
with the site however these were not seen as a 
significant issue during the site assessment. 2 
drainage ditches have been dug, which are likely to 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

improve the condition of the pitches considerably. 
The site would benefit from further maintenance 
advice and resources in order to increase the 
standard and attract further community use. In 
particular, levelling is needed to the upper part of 
the site, which accommodates the junior pitch. 
Battle Baptists have identified ambitious expansion 
plans and sometimes train outside of the district due 
to lack of training facilities. 

PV 
The club house is large and pleasant however does 
not have adequate access for disabled people. The 
Town Council is looking to address this. 

Bexhill College 
(Gunters Lane) (R) 

2 Education 63% 60% 3.5 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is a two pitch site that is used heavily 
for education use, as well as by Bexhill Town Youth. 

E 

This pitch is adequate for the current levels of use, 
however would require improved maintenance if the 
college wished to increase the amount of 
community use if the site. The very small clubhouse 
also requires renovation, to provide showers and 
disabled access. 

PV 

No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. If renovation of the current 
ancillary facility is not possible the this should be 
replaced to enhance the attractiveness of the site 
for community use. 

Bexhill Road 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

12 Local Authority 86% 49% 

 
 
 
 
+18.5 
(not this does 
not include the 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is the major football site across both 
local authorities and sits on the geographical 
boundary between Rother and Hastings. The 
assessment identifies that this is a high quality 
football site, with greater detail provided previously 
in this report. Notwithstanding this, there are issues 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

short-term or 
ad hoc demand 
that the site is 
subjected to in 
periods of poor 
weather. 

with drainage and ancillaries that need to be 
addressed as the site has had football matches 
cancelled on 22% of the match days that were 
scheduled for football in the 2015/16 season. 

E 

The site has previously had drainage work 
undertaken on 6 of the 8 adult pitches and this 
investment should be extended to the remaining 
pitches, as the initial work has led to improvements 
in quality.  

PV 
The timber ancillary on the Hastings side of the site 
has reached the end of its life and an alternative 
ancillary solution is required.  

Bodiam 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

2 Parish Council 44% 60% -1 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is used by Hurst Green FC and for 
extensive casual use by local residents. 

E 

The Parish Council currently undertakes all of the 
maintenance and this is reflected in the overall pitch 
quality assessment. If additional use is sought by 
the Parish Council, then additional maintenance 
resources and expertise could reduce the current 
issues of drainage to some extent, but would not 
overcome the problem entirely due to the pitches 
being located on a floodplain. The site currently has 
a deficit of supply, however small improvements to 
the maintenance process would bring the site up to 
an acceptable quality.  

PV 
No further enhancement has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Catsfield Playing 
Field (R) 

2 Parish Council 53% 82% -1 
PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields as 
part of the Local Plan. This is a village site that is 
the homeground of Catsfield FC, with further casual 
use from local residents  

E The club or Parish Council have not identified any 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

key issues with the quality of provision, however the 
site assessor scored the site poorly, especially with 
regards to the maintenance programme. Further 
support and resources for basic pitch maintenance 
would improve the overall quality of provision.  

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Claremont 
Preparatory and 
Nursery School 
(R) 

6 Education 67% 8% 1 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
local plan. This site is an education site with an 
additional sand-based AGP on site. 

E 

The site scored well, apart from the extensive 
drainage issues that were encountered by the site 
assessor. Basic maintenance ensures the pitch is 
kept well however further dressing and fertilisation 
of the pitch do not take place.  
There is an ancillary changing facility on site that is 
used primarily for cricket. The ancillary facilities 
would need to be developed further if the site is to 
be used for a greater level of community use. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Crowhurst 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

2 Parish Council 53% 52% 0 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields as 
part of the Local Plan. This is a two pitch site that is 
used by Crowhurst FC and Crowhurst Youth for 
matchplay and training.   

E 

The pavilion is in a poor condition and would ideally 
be replaced with a new-build with additional storage, 
possible incorporating the adjacent Youth Club 
building. In the short term it is in need of major 
refurbishment, with the timber floor and verandah 
being the main priorities. There is a proposal to 
reduce the frequency of mowing due to resource 
constraints, however this will have a negative 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

impact on the overall quality of the site. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Gibbons Memorial 
Field (H) 

1 Parish Council 76% 100% +1 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. Hollington Utd Senior and Junior teams 
use the pitch as their home ground. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part 
of this study. The club has not stated that further 
pitch or facility investment is required. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of the study.  

Guestling Playing 
Field (R) 

3 Parish Council 50% 40% +2.5 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The pitches receive minimal 
maintenance and are of poor overall quality. 

E 

The Parish Council has intentions to bring the 
redundant pitch, formerly used for senior football, 
back into use. Although the capacity analysis 
currently identifies a surplus, this project should be 
encouraged and supported in order to increase the 
overall capacity of the site. An improvement in 
overall maintenance is required in order to bring the 
quality of pitches to a required standard. 
The planned refurbishments of the pavilion should 
also be supported by the local authority and NGB’s. 

PV 
The addition of a full sized adult pitch, as above, 
should be supported. 

Icklesham 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

1 Education 47% 52% -0.5 PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields as 
part of the Local Plan. This is a 1 pitch rural site that 
provides facilities for the needs of its local residents. 
The football club does not currently pay anything for 
the use of the facility however if a small charge was 
administered, this could raise funds for the 
enhancement recommendations below. 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

E 

The pitch quality is poor and needs to be improved. 
Drainage was not seen to be an issue but wider 
maintenance and quality of turf scored poorly. 
Improving the standard and carrying capacity of the 
pitch will reduce the current deficit of supply. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study 

Iden Playing Field 
(R) 

1 Parish Council 44% 69% -0.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a single pitch site used by 
Beckley Rangers FC. If the land at Rye Cricket Salts 
can be developed to include more pitches, then 
further analysis should be undertaken to determine 
if demand can be displaced to this higher quality 
facility. 

E 

This pitch scored very poorly, with some of the 
worst drainage in the study area and severe sloping 
and wear. Basic maintenance would vastly improve 
the quality of the pitch and this should be sought if 
the pitch is going to continue to provide for formal 
football use. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. The ancillary facility is currently fit 
for purpose. 

Little Common 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

6 Council 86% 89% +10.5 PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a large site situated in Bexhill 
which is protected by Fields in Trust status and is 
the home ground of Little Common FC. Although the 
site shows there to be spare capacity, the majority 
of demand is for Saturday PM, which causes a 
bottleneck for bookings. This ensures that all ‘spare’ 
capacity occurs at times when there is no demand 
for the pitches, such as for Sunday league matches. 
It should also be noted that in the 2015/16 season, 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

21% of all football bookings were cancelled due to 
the condition of the pitches. 

E 

This site scored well during the site assessments, 
however the site has been identified by the club as 
having poor drainage, leading to match 
cancellations in the wettest times of the year.  
The site had a high quality ancillary facility that was 
lottery funded. This is used solely for sports 
purposes. 
Little Common FC require an enclosed pitch to meet 
the FA requirements for their level of competitive 
football, which will be covered in the ‘provide’ 
section below. 

PV 

An enclosed pitch is required as part of the 1st 
team’s league requirements, however this is unlikely 
to be feasible at the current site as the site is owned 
by RDC and designated as public open space. 
There are therefore requirements for the pitches to 
be used for alternative uses, such as casual use 
and community activities. 

Northiam Playing 
Fields (R) 

2 Parish Council 47% 49% +0.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields as 
part of the Local Plan. This is a rural two pitch site 
and it would be difficult to displace demand to a 
nearby facility.   

E 

Only basic maintenance is carried out at this 
standard pitch which accommodates both senior 
and junior football.  There is no drainage system 
and as a consequence the pitches are unplayable at 
times. This needs to be addressed to allow further 
community use. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

Oaklands Park (R) 3 Parish Council 79% 66% -5.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a three pitch site of good quality, 
which is the home ground of Sedlescombe Rangers 
FC, who are satisfied with the quality of facilities.  

E 
For the site to satisfy the level of demand from the 
club, further improvements are required to the pitch, 
in order to increase carrying capacity.   

PV 

If space allows, further pitches should be cut and 
marked in order to provide more capacity at the site. 
The number of new pitches should be determined 
by the space available. However the current 
capacity analysis demonstrates a need for 3 extra 
pitches. 

Peasmarsh 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

1 Local Authority 43% 66% 0 

PR 

This is a single pitch that is currently used by 
Peasmarsh United FC and Beckley Rangers FC. If 
there is further investment at Rye Cricket salts and 
further pitches are added, then demand for this 
facility could be displaced to a higher quality facility 
with better transport links. 

E 

This is a low quality pitch that requires general 
maintenance to improve quality of the pitch. 
Peasmarsh FC were not contactable as part of the 
project, however the ancillary was assessed as 
being satisfactory. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Pickforde Lane 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

1 Parish Council 64% 57% 0.5 PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields as 
part of the Local Plan. This is a single pitch, rural 
site that is the home ground for Ticehurst FC. The 
facilities were seen as fit for purpose and the goal of 
increasing the level of physical activity in the village 
through the provision of good quality sports 
facilities, as identified in the consultation, is very 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

positive.  

E 
No further required enhancement has been 
identified as part of this study.    

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Polegrove 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

3 Local Authority 91% 79% -10.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is the home ground of Bexhill 
United FC, Glenco FC and Bexhill United Ladies 
FC. It is significantly over-capacity and the clubs 
have identified that the quality of pitches are poor 
and that maintenance is not of the required 
regularity. It should also be noted that in the 
2015/16 season, 23% of all football bookings were 
cancelled due to the condition of the pitches. 

E 

This site would benefit from further a review and 
expert advice from the IOG through the FA Pitch 
Improvement Programme. Improved drainage 
should be investigated, however significant progress 
could be made by improving the maintenance 
programme. 

PV 

At least one further adult pitch is required in order to 
reduce the deficit of supply at the site, however this 
is unlikely to be feasible due to the spatial 
constraints.  

Riverhall Lane 
(Solomons Lane) 
(R) 

1 Private 41% 63% 0.5 PR 

This is a private site that Mountfield FC currently 
rent for a peppercorn rent. The pitch was not 
deemed to be of high quality and demand could be 
displaced to nearby supply in Robertsbridge or 
Battle. If demand is to be moved to Battle 
Recreation Ground, then the requirement for pitch 
quality improvements at the site is strengthened. 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

E 

If this pitch is to be maintained, it would benefit from 
an improved maintenance programme, as this is 
currently undertaken by the club in return for the 
peppercorn rent they pay. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Robertsbridge 
Community 
College (R) 

2 Education 49% 77% 0 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is an education site that is used by 
three local clubs for matches but would like to 
encourage more community use. 

E 
The pitches need more regular mowing and a basic 
maintenance programme. There is a high quality 
ancillary facility. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Rye Cricket Salts 
(R) 

1 Local Authority 86% 82% +1 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a high quality single pitch site 
that is currently used by Beckley Rangers. The site 
currently accommodates one 9v9 pitch but has the 
capacity to have more pitches. It should also be 
noted that in the 2015/16 season, 32% of all football 
bookings were cancelled due to the condition of the 
pitches. 

E 

If this pitch is to cater for higher levels of demand, 
then the current level of maintenance must be kept, 
with a focus on regular grass cutting and ongoing 
work on the drainage. 

PV 

If demand is to be displaced from nearby Iden and 
Peasmarsh, 2 further adult pitches are required in 
order to ensure that there is not a future deficit in 
supply. 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

Sandhurst 
Recreation Ground 
(H) 

5 Local Authority 80% 57% -3.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is operated by the local 
authority and accommodates the majority of the 
towns youth football.  

E 

The site suffers from poor drainage and poor levels 
and the site assessment does not represent the 
quality of the pitches in periods of poor weather. 
Expert guidance is required to provide assistance 
with the current waterlogging issue. It should also 
be noted that in the 2015/16 season, 24% of all 
football bookings were cancelled due to the 
condition of the pitches. 

PV 

There are currently two pavilions on site, both of 
which are nearing the end of their life. These should 
be rationalised and replaced by a single, fit-for-
purpose ancillary facility for the entire site. 

Sidley Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Local Authority 86% 40% +1.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a one pitch site that is protected 
under Fields in Trust status. It should be noted that 
in the 2015/16 season, 38% of all football bookings 
were cancelled due to the condition of the pitches. 

E 

This is a relatively high quality site however 
maintenance often falls short due to the quality and 
performance of the contractor, leading to the high 
levels of cancellations cited previously. The pavilion 
is functional rather than attractive due to the threat 
of vandalism.  However, there is an aspiration not 
only to improve it aesthetically, but to bring it up to a 
standard in-line with FA guidelines. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Sidley Sports and 
Social Club (R) 

0 (Site not 
currently in 

Private Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site was repossessed in 2015 due 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

use) to financial issues, with all football demand being 
displaced to Hooe Rec in Wealden. This site was 
previously a step 5 football ground and provided a 
high quality of football provision for local residents. 
The site is not currently in use. 

E 

If this site was to be brought back into use, 
investment would be required in order to ensure the 
pitch quality and ancillary is fit for purpose and has 
the required access. The pavilion facilities and 
stands have previously suffered from arson and 
vandalism. 

PV 

A new pavilion and stand structure would be 
required if the site was to be used for football and if 

it was required for step 615 and above. 

Stonegate 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

1 Parish Council 76% 48% +1 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a rural 1 pitch site that satisfies 
the demand of the local residents.  

E 

A survey to determine the integrity of the pavilion’s 
structure and electrics should be undertaken and 
provision made to address any identified issues 
both in the short term and the longer term. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Swan Meadow 
Playing Field (R) 

1 Trust 44% 51% -1.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is a trust-owned site that is used by 
Burwash Juniors FC and Burwash FC, with no 
further capacity for additional use. 

E 

The site currently has issues with drainage and 
there is a lack of good maintenance practices due to 
scares resources. An improved maintenance 
programme is required in order to reduce the deficit 
in capacity at the site.  
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

PV 
This is a modern facility that does not comply with 
current FA regulations however this is not seen to 
be a significant issue. 

Tackleway FC (H) 2 Charity 69% 42% -1.5 

PR 
This site is not allocated as being available to 
community use and is held in charity ownership. 
The pitch and ancillary quality is of adequate quality  

E 
Basic maintenance needs to be improved, such as 
regular grass cutting, however the pitch is in 
relatively good condition. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

The Clappers 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

1 Parish Council 50% 62% 0 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is currently used extensively by 
Robertsbridge United FC and for additional casual 
and formal use.  

E 

The ground currently suffers from poor drainage and 
further support is required to confirm whether this is 
due to poor maintenance procedures. The ancillary 
facility is currently subject to flooding and requires 
renovation to address this. 

PV 
An additional small sided junior pitch would provide 
greater capacity for the site and reduce the wear on 
the adult pitches. 

The Down (R) 1 Local Authority  77% 25% +1 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is currently used Bexhill 
Amateurs AC. 

E 

The site achieved a standard score, but it should be 
noted that in the 2015/16 season, 33% of all football 
bookings were cancelled due to the condition of the 
pitches.  The adult football club which uses this site 
does not use the ancillary and opts to use a facility 
across the road which it is affiliated with. The 
current ancillary is not fit for purpose and needs 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 69 of 176 

Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

renovation or replacement, to bring it up to FA 
standards. .. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

The Firs (Mini 
Soccer Centre) (H) 

1 Local Authority 86% 23% +3.5 

PR 

This site is a former football stadium. The derelict 
stands remain fenced off, restricting use of the site, 
they will eventually require disposal. Regarding the 
ancillary statement, the former stadium building 
(changing & bar etc.) has had a successful change 
if use – now leased to an education trust. However, 
there is no ancillary available to the community. 
The site also has a MUGA that has regular bookings 
and caters for informal play. 

E 
No further enhancement is required at this site, as 
investment is unlikely to result in a high quality, due 
to the space constraints. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

The Parish Field, 
Westfield (R) 

1 Trust 83% 71% -0.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a one pitch site used by 
Westfield Youth FC. The club has indicated that 
when the Westfield Down project is completed, they 
would wish to continue utilising this site, in addition 
to the proposed facilities at the new development, 
subject to agreement by the Parish Council. . 

E 

No further enhancement is required at this stage, as 
this is a high quality pitch and investment is unlikely 
to be sustainable given the current development 
position. Although the club had indicated that they 
would wish to continue using this facility, in addition 
to the new facility, after the Westfield Down project 
is completed 

PV No further required provision has been identified as 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

part of this study. 

The Pilot Field (H)  1 Local Authority  100% 92% +0.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The site is under the management of 
Hastings United FC and the pitch is the best quality 
in the town. There is a long term aspiration to sell 
the site and relocate with enhanced facilities. 

E 
If the ancillary is to be retained, significant repairs 
are required on the main stand. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Ticehurst Village 
Club/Ticehurst 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

1 Trust 60% 45% +0.5 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This rural site is used by Wadhurst 
Junior FC, as well as for training by Ticehurst FC.  

E 
Improve toilet provision which is currently provided 
in a separate building to the portacabin changing 
accommodation. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

 
 
Tilekiln Recreation 
Ground (H) 
 
 
 

3 Local Authority 89% 63% +3.0 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The football pitches at the site are 
generally of a good quality; however the site is 
prone to waterlogging during the winter months. A 
recent IOG assessment concluded that the nature of 
the soil is slowly permeable, seasonally wet, slightly 
acid but base-rich loamy and clay soils. It should 
also be noted that in the 2015/16 season, 17% of all 
football bookings were cancelled due to the 
condition of the pitches. 

E 

There is currently no additional drainage 
infrastructure on site, with the site suffering from 
poor drainage during periods of wet weather. 
Further investigation into the optimum maintenance 
programme should be undertaken. 
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Site Name 
Total No. of 
Pitches (all 

sizes) 
Ownership 

Pitch 
assessment 

score 

Ancillary 
assessment 

score 

Capacity for 
community 
use (match 

equivalents) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provide (PV) 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 

Winchelsea Beach 
Recreation Ground 
(Harbour Field) (R) 

2 Parish Council 53% 40% +4 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The site provides valuable small-sided 
pitches in the town. 

E 

The pitches are currently a good standard however 
the scoring represents the lack of formal 
maintenance programme, which would need to be 
addressed if further demand for the site is to be 
satisfied. 

PV 
No further required provision has been identified as 
part of this study. 
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 Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) for Football 

 There are several surface types that fall into the category of Artificial Grass Pitches 

(AGP). The three main groups are rubber crumb (3G), sand-based (filled or dressed) and 

water based. 

 The FA considers high quality 3G pitches as essential in promoting coach and player 

development. These pitches can support intensive use and as such are great assets for 

both playing and training. Primarily such facilities have been installed for community use 

and training however they are increasingly used for competition, which the FA wholly 

supports providing the pitch has been appropriately tested and is on the FA 3G pitch 

register. The FA’s long-term ambition is to provide every affiliated team in England with 

the opportunity to train once a week on a floodlit 3G surface together with priority access 

for Charter Standard Community Clubs through a partnership agreement. 

 The FA has adopted the use of 3G pitches across all of its competitions and incorporated 

this into the standard code of rules. This decision was taken due to the significant 

advances that have been made to the development of 3G Football Turf (FT), its adoption 

by professional leagues throughout Europe and by both UEFA and FIFA for major 

competitions.  

 Competitive affiliated football can take place on 3G surfaces that have been tested to FA 

standards and is on the FA 3G Football Turf Pitch Register. All football training can take 

place on sand and water based surfaces but a 3G surface is preferred. 

QUANTITY AND QUALITY OVERVIEW  

 Table 27 provides a list of all full size (approx. 100m x 60m or bigger) AGP’s that are 

used for football in Rother and Hastings, either for training or competitive play. These 

have been separated from the other AGP’s in the hockey section of this report as small 

sided AGP’s are not of strategic importance for Sport England or the FA.  

 The study area currently has two full sized AGP, none of which are 3G. Of the two small 

sided 3G AGP’s, both have floodlighting and therefore can be used by the community at 

peak times throughout the year. 

Table 27 – Full size AGP provision in Rother and Hastings 

Site 
Name 

Pitch 
Type 

Size 
Communit

y use 
category 

Security 
of use 

Pitch 
score 

Flood-
light 

Status 

FA Pitch 
Register 

Bexhill 
College 
Sports 
Centre 

Sand 
based 

101x
63m 

Available 
for 
community 
use and 
used 

Secured 
61 - 
Standard 

Yes No 

Horntye 
Park 
Sports 
Complex 

Sand 
based 

100x
60m 

Available Secured 
64 – 
Standard 

Yes No 
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 In addition to these sites the Hastings Academy 3G, The Firs, Torfield, Alexandra Park, 

Grove School (St Leonards Academy MUGA) and St Leonards Academy, Battle Area 

Sports Centre, Bexhill High School, Claremont Prep School, Vinehall School and 

Buckswood School are all sites that are used for formal community football training 

however they are not included in the previous table as they are not suitable for match 

play. 

DEMAND  

 Demand for AGP’s for football is typically highest at peak times, on weekdays between 

6pm and 10pm.  

SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – THE FA MODEL 

 The FA uses an indicative supply and demand model based on the latest Sport England 

research, AGP’s State of the Nation (March 2012). This model assumes that 51% of 

usage is by sports clubs when factoring in the number of training slots available per pitch 

type per hours from 5pm – 10pm Monday to Friday and 9am – 5pm Saturday and 

Sundays. It is currently estimated that one full size AGP can service 42 teams. 

 On the basis that there are 210 teams playing across the study area, there is a 

recommended need for between 4.8 and 5 full size 3G pitches, to be used at peak times. 

Ideally, this new provision would be spread across the study area, but with a focus on 

providing for Bexhill and Hastings. 

 There are not currently any Fifa 1* 3G pitches in the study area that are suitable for 

competitive football. There is therefore a deficit of 3G AGP supply, with a recommended 

need for between 4.8 and 5 full size 3G pitches (3.6 in Rother and 1.4 in Hastings), based 

on FA calculations. 

 While the FA calculation identifies a need for 5 new pitches across the study area, 

following consultation with the FA and the Councils, this is not a realistic aspiration due to 

the rural nature of much of the study area, as well as the lack of funding opportunities. 

The output of this strategy is therefore a recommendation to develop 3 full size pitches 

across the study area (2 in Rother and 1 in Hastings) 

 It is recommended that these facilities are located within the 20-minute catchment areas 

of Bexhill and Hastings, as this level of supply would satisfy the demand for football within 

the two urban areas (for 42 teams within Hastings and 84 within Bexhill and the 

surrounding area), while acknowledging the likelihood that those in the rural areas would 

be required to travel further to use the facilities.  

 Where appropriate and football demand dictates, resurfacing existing sand based AGP’s 

that are surplus to hockey requirements can be a cost effective method to increase 3G 

provision. However, often such pitches fall below the FA recommended pitch size for a 

full size pitch. 
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 The recommendations section of this report will evaluate whether there is enough 

additional demand to satisfy the supply of this number of 3G AGP’s and if so, where 

these should be located. 

SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

 Map 8 and 9 overleaf provide a spatial analysis of full size sand based and 3G AGP’s in 

the study area. These maps also include full size AGP’s from neighbouring local 

authorities, as there is a significant potential export of demand if the facilities in 

neighbouring local authorities are an attractive offer for residents. The coloured areas 

show the unique catchment area of each of the AGP’s, which indicates the closest AGP, 

within 20-minute drive time, for local residents. 
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Map 8 – Spatial analysis and cross –boundary demand for sand-based AGP’s in Rother and Hastings. Apart from R&H and Ashford, all AGP data from Active 
Places Power (Sport England) 

 

 Map 8 illustrates that, due 

to the only full sized sand-

based AGP facilities being 

located in Bexhill, Hastings 

or outside of the study area, 

a significant proportion of 

the local residents are 

either serviced by a facility 

outside of the study area, or 

not serviced at all within 20 

minutes.  

 The map illustrates that the 

eastern side of the study 

area, including Rye, Iden 

and parts of Winchelsea, 

are not serviced (within off-

peak 20-minute drive time) 

by a full sized sand-based 

AGP.     
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Map 9 – Spatial analysis and cross –boundary demand for 3G AGP’s in Rother and Hastings. Apart from R&H and Ashford, all AGP data from Active Places 
Power (Sport England) 

 

 Map 9 illustrates that the 

majority of the study area is 

not serviced by a full size 3G 

AGP. There is a small 

amount of potential exported 

demand to nearby 

Eastbourne, which is 

supported by the Facility 

Planning Model calculations.  

 For Hastings, none of the 

local authority is serviced by 

a full sized 3G AGP.
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SPORT ENGLAND FACILITY PLANNING MODEL (2015) 

 In order to evaluate the strategic need for artificial grass pitch provision across the study 

area, Sport England has undertaken a National Run of the Facility Planning Model 

(FPM)19. This is included in Technical Appendix B – Facility Planning Model. 

 The report provides a strategic assessment of the current level of provision for Artificial 

Grass Pitches in Hastings and Rother. The assessment uses Sport England’s Facilities 

Planning Model and the data from National Facilities Audit run as of January 2015. 

 The report cites that although the population of Hastings is less than the population of 

Rother, the demand for AGP’s in the peak period is higher in Hastings. This is a result of 

the younger demographic breakdown of the population in Hastings which will create 

greater demand for AGPs.   

 The FPM report identifies the following key additional findings; 

 The % of the population without access to a car is much greater in 

Hastings than Rother and is also higher than the national average. 

 Many residents in Rother live outside the catchment area of their closest 

AGP. 

 Both local authorities have a relatively high levels of exported demand. 

 494 visits per week in Hastings are unmet in the peak period. 541 visits 

per week in Rother are unmet in the peak period. The main reason for 

unmet demand in Hastings and Rother is the fact there is insufficient 

capacity at existing AGPs to cater for demand.  

 The joint unmet demand from both local authorities starts to justify the 

need for another AGP.  This is a crude assumption with no spatial 

analysis.  It assumes all unmet demand is in the same location.  In 

reality the unmet demand is spread across both local authorities and a 

new AGP regardless of location could not be assumed to meet all unmet 

demand because some residents would remain outside its catchment.   

 The highest levels of unmet demand in Hastings is located in 

Broomgrove, Hollington and St Leonards. The levels of unmet demand 

are spread across Rother but the highest levels of unmet demand in 

Rother are in Bexhill and Rye. The level of unmet demand in both 

Hastings and Rother is similar to the level of unmet demand in 

Eastbourne, Wealden and Ashford. 

 The AGPs in Hastings do not attract many people from outside Hastings 

according to the model.  The AGPs in Hastings satisfy 67 VPWPP (Visits 

per week in the peak period) from residents outside Hastings and 873 

VPWPP from residents within Hastings.   

 The FPM shows there is demand for additional capacity at existing 

                                                      
 
19 Hastings and Rother AGP FPM (Sport England: 2015) 
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AGPs and begins to demonstrate demand for additional AGP provision 

to serve both Rother and Hastings.  

 The above analysis, supported by both the FA standard-based calculations and the 

spatial analysis explained in this section, indicates that additional AGP provision is 

required in order to serve the local residents of Rother and Hastings and provide fit-for-

purpose facilities and reduce the demand for grass pitches throughout the study area.  

 3G football turf pitches that are on the FA register will also help to meet the affiliated 

match day demands and alleviate the pressure caused by match cancellations. 

Operational and management practices and policies are crucial in opening up such 

pitches at weekends. Equally affordable pricing policies are critical if teams are 

encouraged to use more 3G pitches.  

 The FA have indicated that all current and future 3G provision should be tested in 

accordance with the required performance criteria for the FA and registered on the FA 

Register for 3G Football Turf Pitches. This is to ensure that facilities are fit for purpose, 

safe for participants and consistent across the country. 

 In addition, it should be ensured that a sinking fund (formed by periodically setting aside 

money over time ready for surface replacement when required) are put in place to 

maintain 3G pitch quality in the long term. The FA recommend £25k per annum in today’s 

market, however further guidance should be sought from the FA for advice on detailed 

financial planning for new facilities. 

 It should be noted that affordable pricing policies for Hastings residents will be lower than 

the national average due to the high levels of deprivation and low standard of living in 

parts of the borough. This is also likely to be the case in parts of Rother, especially in 

areas of high deprivation such as Bexhill Sidley and the Central Wards. 

 Recommendations for future AGP developments and the criteria that new developments 

will need to meet in order to satisfy the demands of local residents are explored further in 

the summary box below.  
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 Football Summary  

 A full set of football recommendations is provided in Section 11 but below is a short 

summary of the key findings from the football analysis  

Table 28 – Summary of Football Findings for Rother and Hastings 

Football Summary Box 

 The supply and demand analysis indicates there is a deficit of capacity 

across Rother and Hastings for grass football pitches, with deficiency being 

most severe for youth 11v11 pitches and mini soccer 5v5 pitches. Note: This 

analysis is undertaken using a reduced maximum carrying capacity for 

pitches of all sizes, based on widespread drainage issues as well as the lack 

of Sunday league football across the study area, as agreed with the FA as 

the most appropriate reflection of match play for the study area 

 Although the data for the study area as a whole shows a deficit for grass 

pitches, when considered on its own, Hastings has a surplus of senior 

pitches but a deficit of youth and mini pitches 

 Balance figures; adult football +11.5 pitches, youth football -19.5 pitches and 

mini soccer -1.5 pitches 

 This balance shows that there is an overall deficit of football pitches across 

Rother and Hastings, with only adult football showing a surplus of supply. In 

reality, this surplus is undermined by youth and mini-soccer teams playing 

matches on adult sized pitches 

 To address the negative balance across adult and youth 11v11 pitches, it is 

recommended that additional capacity of 8 match equivalents per week is 

developed across the study area. This can be achieved through the 

development of 3 11v11 good quality grass pitches, the improvement of 

existing standard and poor quality pitches, or a combination of the two 

 The Councils should also explore the option of remarking adult and youth 

pitches as mini soccer pitches, to address the deficit and provide small 

children with fit-for-purpose football facilities 

 A key FA priority for Rother and Hastings is to develop a collaborative pitch 

maintenance programme for the study area, with club officers, council 

officers and volunteers benefitting from a joint equipment bank and training 

by qualified FA pitch experts 

 A significant proportion of football pitches are owned and managed by the 

respective local authority or local parish council’s, with a general downward 

trend in pitch quality identified throughout club consultations 

 The Councils are looking for more efficient ways to distribute their 

maintenance budgets and would like to work with the National Governing 

Bodies to prioritise and deliver pitch and facility maintenance projects 

 A number of the key clubs in the area, such as Bexhill United and Little 

Common FC, play on sites owned by the local authority however these sites 
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Football Summary Box 

are unable to meet the requirements of the FA for the level of competition 

played by each of the club’s first teams. This also applies to Westfield FC 

however the arrangement is different at this site is leased from the Parish 

Council 

 The report has highlighted instances of demand displacement from within 

the study area to neighbouring local authorities, caused by operational and 

financial issues at the original sites. RDC and HBC have an ambition, where 

possible, to bring these clubs (and associated demand) back into the study 

area, and will work with the club to ensure fit-for-purpose facilities area 

available. 

 A number of locally owned authority site are currently protected as part of 

Hastings Borough Council Planning Policy, namely; Ark William Parker, 

Sandhurst Rec, The Pilot Field. Tilekiln Rec, Tackleway and the Firs. 

Gibbons field is not protected as a playing field but is protected as green 

space 

 A common issue across the sites is the quality of ancillary facilities, which 

are in some cases unfit for purpose and urgently requiring re-development 

 There is a deficit of 3G AGP supply, with a recommended need for between 

4.8 and 5 full size 3G pitches (1.4 and 3.6 in Hastings and in Rother 

respectively), based on FA calculations. There are not currently any Fifa 1* 

3G pitches in the study area that are suitable for competitive football. While 

the FA calculation identifies a need for 5 new pitches across the study area, 

following consultation with the FA and the Councils, this is not a realistic 

aspiration due to the rural nature of much of the study area, as well as the 

lack of funding opportunities. The output of this strategy is therefore a 

recommendation to develop 3 full size pitches across the study area (2 in 

Rother and 1 in Hastings), with a view to reviewing this model as and when 

this output is achieved 

 The following requirements should be addressed for any new 3G facility 

across Rother and Hastings; 

o Able to serve areas of high relative population density, such as 

Bexhill and Hastings, in order to ensure that demand for the 

facilities is consistent and they are accessible to the greatest 

possible number of participants 

o Developed in line with a usage agreement that ensures 

community use at peak times (1700 – 2200 weekdays and all 

day throughout the weekend) 

o Utilises a consistent pricing policy for residents. Pricing policies 

should be affordable for grassroots clubs. This should include a 

match-rate at weekends that is equivalent to the LA national turf 

pitch prices 
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Football Summary Box 

o Be able to satisfy the requirements for FA Step 5 and 6 grounds, 

to ensure that local football clubs can continue to move up the 

FA affiliated football ladder. Note: this is not required for all new 

facilities but appropriate availability should be provided to the 

competitive clubs who require these facilities. This includes 3G 

stadia Step 5 & 6 facilities where appropriate and where the 

operating model is financially sustainable 

o Facilities are to be built to FIFA quality concept for Football Turf – 

FIFA quality (previously FIFA 1 star) accreditation. These should 

be tested and registered on the FA 3G pitch register. 

 In order to secure the sites and develop the appropriate facilities to meet the 

needs of local residents, the Councils and the FA should look to explore the 

use of education sites, in order to maximise use during school time and also 

utilise on-site maintenance teams for general upkeep. School sites should 

be considered where the appropriate community development outcomes 

can be secured and a sinking fund for carpet replacement can be full 

demonstrated 

 It is key that when looking at 3G AGP development and the business cases 

that support these projects, stakeholders adhere to a consistent pricing 

matrix for users. The development of an appropriate matrix should be 

discussed with the FA, in order to ensure consistent pricing across the study 

area and to make sure that ‘price wars’ do not emerge between competing 

facilities 

 There is currently no Sunday League competitive football played in either 

Rother and Hastings. It should be noted that if this type of football (affiliated 

but low standard adult football) was to increase in demand and there was 

sufficient demand for a competitive league, the demand for facilities and the 

resulting wear and tear of grass pitches would increase. 

  



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 82 of 176 

 CRICKET 

 Introduction and Strategic Context  

 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the ECB, an analysis of key 

recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and summarised below.  

GROUNDS TO PLAY – ENGLAND AND WALES CRICKET BOARD STRATEGIC PLAN 
(2010 – 2013) 

 The ECB published its strategic plan in 2010. One of the core aims of the strategy is to 

enhance facilities, environments and participation. The ECB is prioritising the expansion 

of indoor cricket facilities, better use of school facilities and establishing better school-

club links in order to position cricket at the heart of the community. This strategy was 

followed by the National Club Strategy (2012). 

NATIONAL CLUB STRATEGY (2012) 

 The ECB’s National Club Strategy was developed from its Strategic Plan. It focuses on 

promoting the sustainability of clubs and their facilities.  The ECB aims to develop 

accessible, high quality and innovative facilities which inspire the nation to choose cricket, 

and create a culture of sustainable development which will leave a legacy for generations 

to come. 

 Consultation Overview  

KEY CLUBS 

 There are 32 clubs in the area, four of which have 8 or more teams in total (Bexhill CC, 

Rye CC, Crowhurst Park CC and Hastings & St Leonards Priory CC). 

 Bexhill Cricket Club is the major club in Rother and is the only club to play in the ECB 

Sussex Premier Cricket League, which is the biggest league system in this part of 

Sussex. The club has a thriving junior section and a colt’s side however the club has 

stated that their facilities are not allowing the club to develop and grow. Hastings Priority 

is also a priority club for the ECB, with the club utilising an excellent purpose built facility 

at Horntye Park Sports Complex. 

 Further information on the other key clubs in the area can be seen in Technical Appendix 

C – Cricket Analysis. 

PROGRAMMES, INITIATIVES AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES   

 The ECB is looking to counteract a national decline in participation in cricket and reduce 

the impact of player export from rural areas to more urban and developed communities. 

The ECB has also identified an issue of maintaining regular players, in line with cross-

sport trends that suggest players are looking for informal, flexible participation 

opportunities rather than regular, time consuming match play. 
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 Supply 

QUANTITY OVERVIEW  

 Table 29 below presents the data collected on cricket pitch supply in Rother and 

Hastings. Technical Appendix C – Cricket Analysis presents a detailed audit of all pitches 

across the study area including carrying capacity and supply and demand balance. Map 

10 overleaf also shows the supply of cricket pitches across the study area. 

Table 29 – Supply of cricket pitches in Rother and Hastings 

Local Authority Grass wickets Artificial wickets 

Rother 182 4 

Hastings  35 0 

Total Cricket Pitches 217 4 

 Map 10 illustrates that there is an even spread of cricket pitches across the study area, 

however when sites that are not available to the community are removed from Hastings, 

there is only a small amount of cricket supply. This is unlikely to led to a deficit, due to the 

quantity and quality of cricket provision at Horntye. 

 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 84 of 176 

Map 10 – Cricket Sites in Rother and Hastings 
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TENURE AND MANAGEMENT 

 Table 30 illustrates that ownership of cricket sites is dominated by Parish Councils or 

trust organisations, which means that individual clubs have a reduced responsibility in the 

maintenance and management of facilities.  

Table 30 – Ownership breakdown for Cricket in Rother and Hastings 

Pitch ownership 
Ownership of available cricket 

pitches 
Ownership of unavailable 

cricket pitches 

Club 0 5 

Private 3 1 

Trust 8 6 

Parish Council 12 9 

Local Authority 2 2 

Education 5 4 

Other 2 5 

QUALITY ASSESSMENT  

 Each site (where access was possible) was visited and assessed by the Council’s using a 

non-technical assessment framework provided by the ECB. The assessment takes into 

account the quality of playing surface, the quality of changing rooms and the score of 

their maintenance regime when compared to ECB recommendations. In addition to the 

site visits, the club consultation was used to validate the quality ratings. Each site is rated 

as GOOD, STANDARD or POOR. 

 Table 31 summarises the quality assessment results. Full details of the subsequent 

carrying capacity allocations of each site by pitch type can be found in Technical 

Appendix C – Cricket Analysis. Given the ratings, the overall standard of pitches across 

Rother and Hastings is adequate, with 95% of open and working pitches scoring standard 

or better.  

Table 31 – Summary of cricket pitch scoring in Rother and Hastings 

Rating Good Standard Poor 

Number of pitches 14 22 2 

 The top three scoring sites (not including education facilities) are summarised below; 

 Horntye Park Sports Complex (95%) (H): This the main source of 

cricket provision in Hastings and is the home ground of Hastings & St 

Leonards Priory CC. 

 Oaklands Park (86%) (R): Situated in Sedlescombe, the outfield, 

wickets and ancillary facilities at this site, including a modern pavilion, 

combine to make it the best cricket facility in the district 

 Little Common Recreation Ground (85%) (R): This facility on the 

outskirts of Bexhill benefits from a high standard of grass wickets, a 

good artificial wicket and excellent pavilion accommodation. 
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 Demand 

CLUB AND TEAM PROFILE  

 Through the demand consultations with clubs, 32 clubs have been identified as playing in 

Rother and Hastings. 28 of these clubs are shown in Table 32 below, with details on the 

team profiles where it was possible to contact them. The additional 4 clubs are included 

in Technical Appendix C – Cricket Analysis as these were not contactable as part of the 

demand consultation process. 

Table 32 – Cricket club profiles for responding clubs. Source: PPS club consultations 

Club 
No. of competitive teams 

Total 
Senior men Senior women Juniors 

Rother     

Bexhill Cricket Club 5 0 7 12 

Rye Cricket Club 3 0 5 8 

Crowhurst Park CC 4 1 5 10 

Battle CC 3 0 3 6 

Bodiam CC 1 0 0 1 

Robertsbridge CC 3 0 2 5 

Little Common Ramblers CC 2 0 1 3 

Pett CC 4 0 1 5 

Catsfield CC 1 0 0 1 

Crowhurst CC 1 0 0 1 

Mountfield CC 1 0 0 1 

Brightling Park CC 1 0 0 1 

Ashburnham CC 1 0 0 1 

Beckley CC 1 0 0 1 

Westfield CC 1 0 0 1 

Parkhurst CC 1 0 0 1 

Netherfield CC 1 0 0 1 

Brede Cricket Club 1 0 0 1 

Burwash Weald CC 1 0 0 1 

Burwash CC 1 0 0 1 

Northiam CC 2 0 0 2 

Winchelsea CC 1 0 0 1 

Etchingham CC 1 0 0 1 

Flimwell CC 2 0 3 5 

Sidley Cricket Club*     

Rother Total 43 1 27 71 

Hastings     

Clive  Vale CC 1 0 0 1 

Hastings & St Leonards Priory CC 4 1 6 11 

Sidley Cricket Club* 1 0 0 1 

Hastings Total 6 1 6 13 

Total 50 2 33 85 

* Club currently playing outside the Rother area due to the repossession of Sidley Sports 

& Social Club. The Club is currently displaced to Hastings.  

 To further understand the demand for cricket in the study area, the following detailed 

consultations provide further clarity on the priorities and issues of key clubs in the study 

area. 
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Table 33 – Major club cricket consultations in Rother and Hastings 

 
Club Consultation Summary 

Bexhill 
CC 

12 teams in total, with 5 adult sides (2 of them playing in the Premier 
Leagues) and 7 juniors that are in constant growth due to well established 
school links. 
Although their pitch at Polegrove Rec has been marked in the top 20 of the 
county, the club stated that they are very much at the lower end of playing 
standards and facilities in Sussex and the lowest in the Sussex Premier 
League. 
The playing standard and quality of maintenance were said to have 
deteriorated in recent years, with the main problems identified being the 
length of the grass and evenness of the outfield. 
Facilities have been rated as unacceptable: no heating in the building, which 
makes it difficult to use out of season; no segregated toilets, showers or 
changing areas. “A new ground is vital to the success of our club. One which 
would enable the club to continue to compete at the highest level for not just 
3-4 years, but the next 50. We would need a new pavilion that is fit for 
purpose. One which would attract players of all calibre to the sport and the 
town itself. One which could be used 12 months of the year in order to 
generate the necessary revenue to properly invest in the sport and 
maintenance. With this we could afford to progress the clubs own upkeep of 
the playing facilities to the highest standards.” 

Crowhurst 
CC 

A one-team club, entirely managed by volunteers who are responsible for all 
the ground works and maintenance of the clubhouse. 
They have rated the quality of their pitches as good and although the current 
facilities have been identified as acceptable, they were also described as 
slightly out-dated and in need of improvement. Currently developing plans 
for a new Pavilion (costing approximately £350k) in order to attract more 
members and allow further growth. 

Hastings 
and St 
Leonards 
Priory CC 

Priory is a well-established local club, with 4 men’s and 1 women’s team. 
The club has a strong youth section. The number of teams has remained 
static over the past 3 seasons with the exception of the re-introduction of a 
senior men’s team. The club rate the overall quality of the Horntye site as 
standard, however they have raised an issue with the quality of the Ark 
William Parker Academy site, caused by lack of maintenance over the 
winter. The club have therefore relocated the teams that were previously 
playing at the site to Sandhurst Recreation Ground. 
The club has stated that it would like to have access to another square, in 
order to have matches played simultaneously at the same site. 

Sidley CC 

The club hosts one adult team. The club were originally based in Sidley, 
Rother. However, after losing their home ground in 2012 they moved to 
Sandhurst in Hastings (approx. 8 miles away). As a result, their 1st and 2nd 
teams and youth section all folded. At the time of moving their youth section 
had 70+ members.  The club are satisfied with the Sandhurst pitch but are 
keen to find a home ground closer to Sidley, where they have aspirations to 
develop  

CURRENT, FUTURE AND LATENT DEMAND  

 In order to calculate the future demand for cricket in the study area, a Team Generation 

Rate (TGR) has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current 

population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age 

groups) will typically cause enough demand for a cricket team.  
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 This TGR can now be applied to the population projections for the study area to confirm 

how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams in each of the key 

age groups. See footnote 12 for an explanation of the TGR calculation process. 

Table 34: Impact of population projections on the need for cricket provision (Team 
Generation Rates).  

Age group 

Current 
popn. 
Within 

age 
group 

TGR 
Current 
no. Of 
teams 

Future  
(2031) 

population 
within age 

group 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams 

Additional 
teams 

required for 
increased 

popn. 

Rother 

Adult (19-65) 
– males only 

 16,989  2.5 43.0  15,121  38.3 -4.7 

Youth (8-18) – 
boys only 

 3,105  8.7 27.0  3,124  27.2 0.2 

Hastings 

Adult (19-65) 
– males only 

 21,765  0.3 6.0  19,356  5.3 -0.7 

Adult (19-65) 
– females only 

 22,284  1.0 0.0  19,907  0.9 -0.1 

Youth (8-18) – 
boys only 

 3,540  1.7 6.0  3,637  6.2 0.2 

 Table 34 illustrates that in both Rother and Hastings, the projected number of adult teams 

required is lower for 2028 than it is currently. This is driven by the projected reduction in 

45-65-year old males, as well a reduction in 15-29 year old males. The projected 

reduction in adult teams is higher in Rother as Hastings’s projections show a far smaller 

reduction in 19-65 year old males. Both local authorities are projecting a very small 

increase in the demand for youth teams. The detailed analysis of Team Generation Rates 

can be seen in Technical Appendix D - PPS TGR Calculations. 

 This analysis projects change in demand for the study area as a whole, however 

following consultation it is clear that while demand for organised sport is falling in the 

villages and rural areas of the study area, settlements such as Bexhill, Sidley and 

Hastings, are expecting an increase in demand for sports such as cricket, therefore it is 

not pragmatic to plan for sport in these areas using a projected deficit of demand. 

 It is important to note that this calculation also assumes that clubs, the Councils and the 

ECB do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are 

therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in 

cricket in Rother and Hastings. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved 

channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as 

higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an 

improved ability to generate demand and convert it into participation. 
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 Furthermore, due to the current lack of girl’s cricket in the study area, the TGR calculation 

does not project a growth in demand for girl’s cricket teams. In reality, both the Councils 

and the ECB are actively looking to increase the amount of girl’s cricket that is played in 

the study area, which is likely to lead to a small increase in demand in the medium to long 

term. This is unlikely to have a significant impact on the requirement for new facilities, 

however will increase the requirement for fit-for-purpose ancillary facilities, which will 

need to have separate changing facilities.   

 Capacity Analysis for Cricket in Rother and Hastings  

 Using the supply of the cricket sites and the current level of demand, the overall capacity 

of each of the sites has been calculated. 3 of the 16 cricket sites have been identified as 

having spare capacity for their grass wickets, namely Icklesham Recreation Ground, Pett 

Recreation Ground and Rye Cricket Salts. 

 Table 35 shows the total supply and demand balance for cricket pitches in Rother and 

Hastings, taking into consideration the use of artificial pitches for matches, which occurs 

in Rother. Table 35 also shows the balance when it is assumed that non-turf pitches are 

not used for matches at any age groups. It is likely that in reality, a small number of clubs 

such as those with larger junior sections, will use the non-turf pitches for a small 

proportion of their matches.  

Table 35 – Overall Cricket balance figures for Rother and Hastings  

Rother 

Including Non-turf Pitches in Analysis 

Supply and demand figures 
(matches) 

Demand 
528 

Supply  
1120 

Overall balance (matches)  +592 

Pitch balance figure (no. of 
grass or artificial wickets) 

  118grass wickets or 10 artificial wickets 

Not Including Non-turf Pitches in Analysis 

Supply and demand figures 
(matches) 

Demand 
528 

Supply 
940 

Overall balance (matches)  +412 

Pitch balance figure (no. of 
grass or artificial wickets) 

 82 grass wickets or 7 artificial wickets 

Hastings 

Not Including Non-turf Pitches in Analysis 

Supply and demand figures 
(matches) 

Demand 
104 

Supply 
175 

Overall balance (matches)  +71 

Pitch balance figure (no. of 
grass or artificial wickets) 

 14 grass wickets or 1 artificial wicket 

Combined 

Including Non-turf Pitches in Analysis 

Supply and demand figures 
(matches) 

Demand 
632 

Supply  
1295 

Overall balance (matches)  +663 

Pitch balance figure (no. of 
grass or artificial wickets) 

  132 grass wickets or 11 artificial wickets 

Not Including Non-turf Pitches in Analysis 

Supply and demand figures Demand Supply 
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 This analysis indicates that there is a significant over-supply of cricket provision across 

the study area. This analysis should be considered with the significant caveat that in 

practice, it is difficult for local authority and parish council maintained facilities to create 

squares that can deliver five matches per pitch per season.  

 It is also important to note that following consultations with clubs across the study area, 

users are finding it increasingly difficult to secure matchplay facilities in the areas of 

Bexhill and Hastings. This identifies a geographical issue that while cricket is well 

supplied in the rural parts of the district, further capacity is required in the more urban 

areas. 

 Notwithstanding this capacity calculation, the demand consultations and further 

consultation with the Councils and the ECB have illustrated a number of key priorities for 

cricket in the study area, which will be addressed in the site-by-site analysis and action 

plan.  

 

(matches) 632 1115 

Overall balance (matches)  +483 

Pitch balance figure (no. of 
grass or artificial wickets) 

 97 grass wickets or 8 artificial wickets 
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 Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 Based on the evidence collated in the PPS for cricket pitch provision, it can be concluded that there are certain cricket facilities across Rother and 

Hastings that are recorded as high value sites, for a number of reasons. 

 Table 36 provides a justification for how each of the cricket sites should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided for. 

Table 36 – Strategic cricket sites for protection and enhancement 

Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Ark William 
Parker (H) 

1 Secured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as a playing pitch site in the Local Plan. This is an 
education site that has previously had Sports College status and has good quality 
cricket facilities. The cricket pitches are used by Priory CC, as well as the Civil 
Service Stoolball Team.  

E 

The practice nets are currently unusable, and should be renovated if the site is to 
be used for greater levels of community use. Since the pitch assessments were 
carried out, the club has identified that the increase in rugby at the site has had a 
negative effect on the overall quality of the outfield. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Ashburnham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a rural 
cricket site used by the local cricket team for casual and competitive use. The site 
is also used for extensive community use and casual use by local residents, as 
well as by neighbouring clubs such as Bexhill CC and Hellingly.  

E 
The club would like to repair their mobile net, in order to allow training to continue 
on the square in the summer.  

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Beckley Park 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

1 Unsecured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is a rural site 
used by the local cricket club.  

E 
No further need for enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The 
club currently pays for a local contractor to cut the outfield and undertakes all other 
maintenance themselves through volunteers. 

PV Additional nets would provide the club with a summer practice facility 
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Bodiam 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

Although available for community use, this facility was little used in the 2015 
season and consequently, maintenance is not sustained throughout the season.  
The pavilion is adequate, but does not meet modern standards. If demand can be 
allocated to nearby cricket clubs, such as Northiam CC, then this site could be re-
designated as open space.  

E 

No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities are fit for purpose for their use. If additional use is sought by the Parish 
Council, then additional maintenance resources and expertise could reduce the 
current issues at the site to some extent, but would not overcome the problem 
entirely due to the pitch being located on a floodplain. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Brightling 
Park (R) 

1 Unsecured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is a rural site 
used by the local cricket club.  

E 

No further enhancement has been identified as being necessary at this time. The 
pitch is currently maintained to a high standard and although the pavilion is 
extremely basic and doesn’t meet modern standards it is fit for purpose for the use 
of the club. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Buckswood 
School (R) 

1 Unsecured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This is a private and high quality education site that is used only for education use. 
The school is looking to acquire more land in nearby Guestling but requests have 
previously been refused by the Parish Council. Spare capacity has been identified 
at Guestling Playing Field as part of this study. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Burwash 
Common 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

1 Secured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The ground is run 
by a management committee and is rated as a good all-round facility. The pavilion 
and terrace is used for a variety of community functions as well as for cricket.  

E 
If the club is to grow its junior section, then an artificial pitch on the square would 
be a useful addition, however it is not currently required.  
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Catsfield 
Playing Field 
(R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is a site owned 
by the Parish Council used by the local cricket club. The site is also used for 
stoolball and is available for further community use if fixtures don’t clash with the 
current club’s fixture list. 

E 
Significant issues were identified with rabbit holes and damage to the surface, 
which was deemed to be partially unsafe on inspection.  

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Claremont 
Preparatory 
and Nursery 
School (R) 

1 Unsecured 
Under 
renovation 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This is an education site that was under renovation during the project site 
assessments.  

E Not applicable – see above 

PV Not applicable – see above 

Crowhurst 
Park Cricket 
Club (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a privately 
owned site that is used by the local cricket club.  

E 

The pavilion requires significant attention as the timber frame is currently rotting. 
The club is also looking to formalise the tenure of the site with Sport England and 
the ECB. The club should look to sign a long term community use agreement with 
the landowner to ensure long term security of tenure.  

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Crowhurst 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site is owned by the Parish Council and used by the local cricket club and for 
community use by local residents. There is potentially an opportunity to share 
grounds with the nearby Crowhurst Park Cricket Club, if the common issues with 
ground identity and local competition can be avoided. If this occurred then the 
recreation ground could be re-designated as open space 

E 

The current facilities are maintained to a relatively high standard and are fit for 
purpose for the use of the club. The pavilion is in a poor condition and would 
ideally be replaced with a new-build with additional storage, possibly incorporating 
the adjacent Youth Club building.  In the short term it is in need of major 
refurbishment with the timber floor and verandah being the main priorities 

PV 
If the ground is to continue as a cricket site, then additional practice facilities would 
improve the quality of the overall site and allow training throughout the summer. 
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Drewett 
Cricket Field 
(R) 

1 Secured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a rural site 
used by the local cricket club and scored well during the pitch assessment. 

E 
The pavilion requires refurbishment and if completed, would ensure the site is an 
example of high quality rural cricket provision.  

PV 
Additional practice nets would be of benefit, however these are not an urgent 
requirement. 

Flimwell 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is a rural site 
used by the local cricket club.  

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities are not of a high quality however the cricket club has not identified any 
urgent improvements that require addressing. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Frewen 
College (R) 

1 Unsecured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is an 
education site that is used by the community. The school is looking  to increase 
community use, which is currently limited to Northiam CC.  

E 
Northiam CC should look to sign a formal community use agreement with the 
school to ensure long-term security of tenure.  

PV 
The pavilion is old but in reasonable repair. This will need replacing within the next 
5 – 7 years. 

George 
Meadow (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a high 
quality site with practice nets, an artificial pitch and a modern pavilion. This site is 
used by Battle CC, who have a long term lease on the site from Battle Town 
Council.  

E 
The club has been affected significantly by vandalism, with attempts to reduce this 
using anti-climb paint resulting in the vandals smearing the paint over the new 
artificial wicket. Further support is required to reduce this threat. 

PV Better net facilities are sought after by the club. 

Horntye Park 
Sports 
Complex (H) 

1 Secured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a very high 
quality cricket site that is used by Hastings and St Leonards Priory CC. There is 
currently uncertainty over the long-term sustainability of the Horntye complex, 
however adequate provision for Hastings and St Leonards Priory CC should be 
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

wickets protected as part of any future development plans. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities are maintained to a very high standard, which is not currently necessary 
given the standard of cricket that is played at the site. 

PV 
While this is a high quality site with a surplus of supply, there is often a bottleneck 
for the supply of facilities for Saturday PM matchplay, with a number of users 
highlighting the difficulty to secure regular match facilities.  

Icklesham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
over capacity 
for grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This site is used 
as a second ground for Rye Cricket Club, who have stated that there preferred 
location would be in Rye, nearer to the club’s home ground. The ground has also 
suffered from vandalism, forcing matches to be moved to Northiam CC.  

E 

The pavilion needs refurbishment following extensive vandalism. If Rye CC move 
away from the ground, it is unlikely to be feasible to maintain the grass square 
however to maintain the presence of cricket at the site it is recommended that the 
non-turf pitch is refurbished and used for casual used occasional matches. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Iden Playing 
Field (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is an 
adequate site with long term security of tenure and protection via Fields in Trust 
Status.  

E 
The pavilion is old and basic with development and renovation being required if the 
club is looking to recruit further players. In practice the facilities are likely to be 
adequate for the current level of demand. 

PV As above, a new pavilion is likely to be required in 5 – 10 years. 

King George 
V Playing 
Fields (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This site is owned 
by the Parish Council however all maintenance is undertaken by the cricket club, 
who keep the facilities to a good standard.  

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities are maintained to a relatively high standard and are fit for purpose for the 
use of the club. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Little 
Common 

1 Secured Good 
Currently 
under 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This site is owned 
by the Local Authority and is the home ground of Little Common Ramblers CC. 
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Recreation 
Ground (R) 

capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

Given the location in Bexhill, this site could be used for further community use if 
the facilities allowed. 

E 
The outfield scored poorly during the site assessment and this should be 
addressed through repair of damage to the outfield caused by rabbit holes. The 
grass on the outfield also requires more regular cutting. 

PV 

The club have identified that new practice nets is a priority development. If 
vandalism could be guarded against, new nets could also be used by the 
community for recreational cricket practice, subject to the club’s willingness to 
undertake this.  

Netherfield 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a small site 
used only for weekly Sunday friendly matches during the summer. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities fit for purpose given the playing standard and non-competitive nature of 
the cricket played at the site. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Oaklands 
Park  (R) 

1 Secured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The outfield, 
wickets and ancillary facilities combine to make it the best cricket facility in Rother.  

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities are maintained to a high standard and are fit for purpose for the use of the 
club. 

PV 
If the junior section of the club is to grow, then an artificial wicket would be 
beneficial. Unfortunately, Sedlescombe CC did not choose to be part of this study 
and therefore their priorities and aspirations have not been captured.  

Pett 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
over capacity 
for grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This site is owned 
by the Parish Council and used by the local cricket club, which has 4 teams.  

E 

The club has not identified any major issues with the pitch quality on the site, 
however the site assessment identified issues with the length of grass and the 
damage to surface from mole hills and rabbit droppings. The current clubhouse 
development is likely to make the site a more attractive place to play cricket.  

PV 
The club would like a roll-on net to aid their weekly practices. To address the 
under-supply of grass pitches, a non-turf pitch would also allow the club to play 
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

junior fixtures on the artificial surface and provide greater capacity on the grass 
wickets for the adult sides.  

Polegrove 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is the home 
ground of Bexhill CC, which has 12 teams in total and are looking to grow further. 
Although Polegrove has been marked in the top 20 of the county, the club has 
stated that they are at the lower end of playing standards in Sussex and the lowest 
in the Sussex Premier League. The club is looking for either major refurbishment 
or a new site. 

E 
The club would like to develop St Mary’s Lane Bexhill, in order to bring more of 
their matches back into Bexhill and regain more of the club identity. If this plan is to 
be progressed, then St Mary’s Lane will require significant investment and funding.  

PV 
The club would like to invest in non-turf practice wickets, to allow a greater 
proportion of the club to partake in high quality weekly training sessions. 

Rye Cricket 
Salts (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
over capacity 
for grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields. This ground is currently the home 
ground of Rye CC and calculated as being over-capacity. Furthermore, part of the 
club also plays its home games in Icklesham due to lack of capacity at the site.  

E 

The club is scheduled to start leasing the pavilion from RDC in the near future and 
this should be encouraged, to ensure the club has greater responsibility and 
autonomy associated with site maintenance. Similarly, the club has stated that the 
quality of the pitches has improved since they took more responsibility for 
maintenance.  

PV 

The club has stated that a mobile cage and additional practice nets would provide 
more training capacity. Furthermore, the club have stated that the current non-turf 
wicket requires refurbishment, which would allow more teams to use this for 
matches, therefore reducing site capacity issues. If this is not feasible, then 
additional grass wickets are required, in order to address the deficit of supply at 
the site.  

Sandhurst 
Recreation 
Ground (H) 

1 Secured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a council 
owned and operated site that is currently used by Sidley Cricket Club following 
relocation from their home ground due to their previous facility being re-possessed.  
If Sidley CC are successful in finding a ground closer to their home town, and there 
is no demand for formal cricket at this site, then it may be possible to re-designate 
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

the site as open space. 

E 
The site is currently adequate for the requirements of Sidley CC. The site 
assessment identified that the ancillary facilities on the site are nearing end of life.   

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Sidley Sports 
and Social 
Club (R) 

1 Unsecured Not applicable 
Not 
applicable 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a cricket 
site which has recently been re-possessed, due to the site falling into financial 
difficulties. All cricket use has been displaced to Hastings and the club has lost the 
majority of its junior teams as a result. The club has stated it’s ambition to return to 
the old site in the future if ownership and management issues are resolved. 

E 
If the site is to be used for cricket again, the square will require significant 
investment in order to get it to an appropriate playing standard. 

PV 
A new ancillary is required as the previous building has been subject to arson and 
vandalism. 

St Mary’s 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. This site is 
currently used by Bexhill CC and has been earmarked by the club for further 
development, in order to provide a more local second ground for lower senior 
teams and junior teams to play and train in the short term, with the possibility of the 
site becoming the club’s main ground in the longer term. 

E 
In the short term, enhancement by the club of the cricket square and outfield 
through cultural practices should continue to be a priority.   

PV 
A shipping container is currently being used as an ancillary facility. A new ancillary 
would be required if the ground is to be used as a permanent ground for Bexhill 
CC. 

Stonegate 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This site is owned 
by the Parish Council however all maintenance is undertaken by the cricket club, 
who keep the facilities to a good standard.  

E 
A survey to determine the integrity of the pavilion’s structure and electrics should 
be undertaken and provision made to address any identified issues both in the 
short term and the longer term. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Swan 
Meadow 

1 Secured Standard 
Currently 
under 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This site is owned 
by a Trust, with a number of the club members sitting on the committee. 
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Playing Field 
(R)  

capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities are maintained to a relatively high standard and are fit for purpose for the 
use of the club. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

The Clappers 
(R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. Robertsbridge 
Cricket Club undertake the management and maintenance of the site and may 
look to benefit from an asset transfer, if the key stakeholders at the club are willing 
to take on the responsibility for this and the owners of the site can be determined. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. This is a high 
quality site with an adequate ancillary. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

The Down (R) 1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This site is owned 
by the council and maintained by RDC, but used by Parkhurst CC.  

E 
The site scored well for the quality of the pitch, however the ancillary facility is in 
need of further improvement in order to make it a more attractive place to play 
cricket. 

PV 
The site does not currently have non turf pitches to play on. Currently there does 
not appear to be the required level of demand to make this investment viable. 

Vinehall 
School (R) 

1 Unsecured Good 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This is a high quality education site that is not currently used by the community. 
The school has applied to remove the restriction conditions to allow their facilities 
to be used more extensively by the community.  

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facility mix is fit for purpose for education needs. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 

Westfield 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

1 Secured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a site that 
is privately owned, leased to Westfield Parish Council and sub-leased by the club, 
with the lease expiring in 2016. 

E 
Although the grass wickets are good and the outfield standard, the ancillary 
facilities are poor, in particular the lack of parking and the changing 
accommodation which is very old and very basic.  
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Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. The site 
assessment identified a poor pavilion and Westfield CC are working with the 
Parish Council to develop a new pavilion facility. 

Winchelsea 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

1 Unsecured Standard 

Currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass 
wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a small site 
used for village cricket and is adequate for the current level of competition. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. The current 
facilities are maintained to a relatively high standard and are fit for purpose for the 
use of the club. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this study. 
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 Cricket Summary 

 A short summary of the key findings from the cricket analysis is shown below. A full set of 

cricket recommendations is also provided in Table 37. 

Table 37 – Summary of Cricket Findings for Rother and Hastings 

Cricket Summary Box 

 There is an overall surplus of cricket wickets across the study area. 

 There is a lower number of non-turf pitches than would normally be 

expected in an area with the demand for cricket that is present in Rother and 

Hastings. This leads to a small number of sites being over-capacity, with 

clubs unable to use non-turf pitches for youth cricket. In line with ECB 

guidance, the use of non-turf pitches should be limited to junior cricket and 

training, however the development of high quality non-turf pitches would 

reduce the wear and tear on the existing grass pitches and improve the 

overall quality of cricket in the study area.  

 The shortfall is particularly apparent in Bexhill and Hastings, where users 

regularly report not being able to secure facilities for Saturday PM match 

slots during the summer 

 Team generation rates, calculated using national population growth 

projections, suggest that there will be negative growth in demand for cricket  

 Balance figures for 2016 (not including non-turf pitches) - +412 wickets 

(Rother) and +71 (Hastings) 

 While the TGR does not identify any projected growth, the Councils have 

predicted an increase in the demand for women and girls cricket across the 

study area, with both the Councils and the ECB actively looking to increase 

the amount of ladies’ cricket that is played. 

 Key priorities for cricket in the area include;  

o Confirming the long term strategy for Bexhill CC in terms of 

preferred pitch location.  

o Work with Sidley CC regarding their aspirations to return to 

playing cricket in Bexhill  

o Confirm the long term playing location for Hastings and St 

Leonards Priory CC, considering the uncertainty surrounding the 

Horntye Park Sports Complex 

o Providing further capacity at peak Saturday PM match times, to 

allow users to book facilities more easily, either through more 

efficient management of match timetables or the provision of 

additional pitches and squares in Bexhill and Hastings. 

o Assisting the rural clubs with continued development of both 

playing and ancillary facilities  

 Users are finding it increasingly difficult to secure matchplay facilities in the 

areas of Bexhill and Hastings. While cricket is well supplied in the rural parts 
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of the district, further capacity is required in the more urban areas. 

 Increasing the number of opportunities for women and girls to play cricket 

and improving the ‘offer’ in order to attract and retain new participants 
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 Rugby Union  

 Introduction and Strategic Context  

 The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body responsible for 

grassroots and elite rugby in England, with the season operating from September to April.  

 The RFU published its Facility Strategy (2014) for the next four years20. The strategy 

includes the following relevant objectives and priorities relevant to the PPS:  

 The core aims of the RFU are to create effective and efficient facilities, 

management and governance along with community integration 

 Facility priorities include improving changing provision, natural turf pitch 

quality, AGPs and floodlighting for both matches and training. These 

affect commercial opportunities within community clubs 

 Consultation Overview  

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF PARTICIPATION 

 The demand for rugby in the study area is satisfied by three clubs; Rye Rugby Club, 

Hastings and Bexhill RFC and St Leonards Cinque Ports Rugby Club. The three clubs 

operate at differing competitive levels and provide a range of offering, from participation-

based sociable rugby to more competitive rugby with higher quality facilities. 

KEY ISSUES 

 Only Rye Rugby Club has a long term self-owned site that they have long term security of 

use on. Hastings & Bexhill and St Leonards play on education and local authority owned 

sites respectively and have issues with drainage and maintenance as a result of this. 

 Supply 

QUANTITY OVERVIEW  

 There are only three clubs in the study area, however there is additional supply through 

private and state-owned education bodies and private trusts and charities. The ownership 

of rugby sites across the study area is shown in Table 38.  

Table 38: Ownership of rugby pitches in Rother and Hastings 

Ownership 
Number of pitches 

Senior Junior / Minis 

Education 13 11 

Private 0 1 

Club 3 3 

Local Authority 2 2 

Unknown 0 1 

                                                      
 
20 RFU National Facility Strategy (http://goo.gl/m6kqms: 2014) 
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 All rugby pitches have been assessed by the Councils using the RFU Site Assessment 

guidance. This provides pitches with an overall rating based on their maintenance and 

drainage processes, with the scores for those pitches used by the community 

summarised in the table below.  

 Further detail on this process can be seen in the Technical Appendix C – Rugby Union 

Analysis.  

 Map 11 shows the geographic location of the rugby pitches across the study area and 

illustrates that the current supply is spread across the two local authorities, with all local 

residents having access to a rugby facility within 20 minutes’ drive time (as per early AGP 

analysis of drive time in the local authority).  

 It should be noted that although there is theoretically rugby supply that satisfies all 

residents, a number of the sites in the more rural part of the study area are education 

owned. If only rugby clubs are included in the analysis, the northern part of Rother is 

likely to be in deficit for rugby clubs, due to Rye Rugby Club and Hastings and Bexhill 

Rugby Club being located in Rye and Bexhill/Hastings respectively.
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Map 11 – Rugby pitch audit in Rother and Hastings 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

 Each site was visited and assessed by the Councils using non-technical assessments as 

determined by the RFU. The methodology for assessing rugby pitch quality analyses two 

key elements; the maintenance programme and level of drainage.  

 Each is scored and classified in one of three categories. These represent actions 

required to improve site quality. A breakdown for each of the two scoring elements and 

three respective categories is provided in the following two tables. 

Table 39 – Rugby pitch maintenance quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS 
Guidance 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

MO Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme 

M1 Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme 

M2 Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme 

Table 40 – Rugby pitch drainage quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS 
Guidance 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

DO Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch 

D1 Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch 

D2 No action is needed on pitch drainage 

 These scores are then combined to provide a match equivalent capacity, as calculated in 

Table 41 below. Depending on the score of a site, a pitch is assigned a certain carrying 

capacity which can then be used to calculate the overall capacity of a site.  

Table 41 – Match equivalent calculation for rugby pitches. Source: Appendices 4a to 4c – 
Rugby Football Union21 

Drainage Maintenance 

Poor (MO) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (DO) 0.5 1.5 2 

Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 Table 42 summarises the quality assessment results for those sites currently used by the 

community. Full details of the subsequent carrying capacity allocations of each site by 

pitch type can be found in Technical Appendix C – Rugby Analysis.  

Table 42 – Quality summary by pitch type 

Drainage 
 

Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (D0) 1 - - 

Natural Adequate (D1) 5 - - 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1 - - 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) - - 2 

                                                      
 
21 Sport England PPS Guidance – RFU Appendices (http://goo.gl/em3wyj: 2015) 
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 Across all rugby pitches in the study area, the pitch at Bexhill Road Recreation ground 

was given the poorest rating, with the Ark William Parker academy being rated as the 

best rugby site across the study area. 

 Demand 

CURRENT DEMAND 

 Each of the three main clubs in the area were consulted with as part of the demand 

gathering process, with the consultation providing the following findings; 

Table 43: Summary of demand consultations from rugby clubs in Rother and Hastings 

Club Consultation Summary 

Rye Rugby 
Club 

The club’s current facility development plans include: new floodlights for 
training area, new rugby posts on senior pitches, spectator barriers and 
ground maintenance equipment.  
In the long term, the club would like a new purpose built club house and a 
floodlit 4G/3G world rugby approved pitch, to allow all teams to train all 
year round regardless of the weather, and also encourage women, men 
and children that dislike getting too muddy. 
The overall quality of the pitches at their home ground has been rated as 
standard, with some drainage and waterlogging problems; whilst the 
changing facilities and showers have been identified as good. 
“Our vision is to become a multisport venue centred around the rugby 
club. Our plan is to become the outdoor version of the sports centre, 
offering multiple sports and different types of rugby (non-contact and 
contact, competitive and social) for all ages and both genders.” 

Hastings 
and Bexhill 
RFC 

The club is based at Ark William Parker which has a range of sporting 
facilities on site. The H&B Rugby facilities consist of a pavilion (changing, 
toilets and social area) and 2 pitches. Refurbishing the social area 
(Summer 2016), providing disability toilet access and lift access to the first 
floor, enhancing the changing/ shower facilities for Girls/Women's are all 
priorities within the pavilion. At present the club have to exclude male 
members from the changing rooms when females are playing at home. 
Ideally, the club would also like additional floodlights. 
Pitch enhancement is also a priority. The club state that drainage has 
deteriorated over the years, but are playable unless there has been very 
heavy rain. The club are talking to the RFU regarding pitch enhancements 
and utilising the pitch improvement programme to help develop the 
standard of the pitches further. 

St Leonards 
Cinque 
Ports Rugby 
Club 

The club has one adult team who play at Bexhill Road. The club shares a 
pitch with Hastings Conquerors American Football Club. The club state 
that the pitch is frequently water logged and drainage is ‘a major issue’. 
The club often use Heathfield as an alternative pitch. 

 Further detail on the demand consultations and data collection can be seen in Technical 

Appendix C – Rugby Analysis 

FUTURE DEMAND 

 In order to calculate the future demand for rugby in Rother and Hastings, a Team 

Generation Rate (TGR) has been calculated using the current number of teams and the 

current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for 

various age groups) will typically cause enough demand for a rugby team.  
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 This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the 

study area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams 

in each of the key age groups. This population projection data has been provided by the 

Councils and aligns to their core strategy. See note 12 for a more detailed explanation of 

the process undertaken when calculating the TGR data.  

Table 44 – Future demand projections for rugby teams in Rother and Hastings.  

 Table 44 illustrates that the number of projected demand for rugby teams across the 

study area is likely to stay consistent between 2016 and 2028.  

  

Current 
popn. 
Within 

age 
group 

Current 
no. Of 
teams 

TGR 

Future  
(2028) 
popn 
within 

age 
group 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams 

Additional 
teams that 

may be 
generated 
from the 

increased 
population 

Rother 

Mini/Midi (6-
12) - Mixed 

 4,473  0.7 3.0  4,661  3.1 0.1 

Junior 
Rugby – 
Male (13-17) 

 2,188  0.5 1.0  2,140  1.0 0.0 

Senior 
Rugby – 
Male (18-45) 

 10,645  0.3 3.0  9,865  2.8 -0.2 

Junior 
Rugby – 
Female (13-
17) 

2,188 0 0 2,056 0 0 

Senior 
Rugby – 
Female (18-
45) 

11,124 0 0 10,462 0 0 

Hastings 

Mini/Midi (6-
12) - Mixed 

 5,100  1.2 6.0  5,217  6.1 0.1 

Junior 
Rugby – 
Male (13-17) 

 2,526  2.4 6.0  2,570  6.1 0.1 

Senior 
Rugby – 
Male (18-45) 

 14,956  0.4 6.0  13,229  5.3 -0.7 

Junior 
Rugby – 
Female (13-
17) 

2,473 0 0 2,525 0 0 

Senior 
Rugby – 
Female (18-
45) 

15,466 0 0 14,433 0 0 
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 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Councils and the RFU 

do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are therefore 

no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in rugby in 

in the study area. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved channels of digital 

communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality ancillary 

provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an improved ability to generate 

demand and convert it into participation. 

 Supply and Demand Balance 

 To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at rugby sites in Rother and Hastings, 

Table 45 shows the supply and demand figures across the three sites that have 

community rugby use.   

Table 45 – Supply and Demand Balance by Club  

Site Name Pitch type Quantity 
Supply 

(Capacity) 

Demand 
(matches + 
training in 

match 
equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 

SNR JNR 

Ark William 
Parker 
Academy (H) 

Senior 2 7 5.5 11 -9.5 

Bexhill Road 
Recreation 
Ground (R)  

Senior 1 0.5 0.5 0 0 

Rye Rugby 
Club (R)  

Senior 3 4.5 5 6 -6.5 

Total  - 4 12 12 17 -16 

 As shown, all three sites are over-capacity for rugby, with the negative balance being 

particularly high for Ark William Parker and Rye Rugby Club. This is particularly 

significant for Ark William, as the site assessment identified this site as having two GOOD 

standard pitches, which carry a higher carrying capacity than the majority of amateur 

rugby pitches.  

 Both Rye Rugby Club and Bexhill Road Recreation ground suffer from having poorly 

maintained pitches, which leads to a low carrying capacity due to the amount of time 

these pitches need to recover from being played on. It should also be noted that in the 

2015/16 season, 61% of rugby matches at Bexhill road were cancelled due to unfit 

pitches. This is a significant proportion of the season and severely limits the ability of the 

club to grow and develop, due to the uncertainty amongst players and supporters. As 

cancellation data is not available for the non-council owned pitches, this data is not 

included as part of the capacity analysis, however it is referenced in the site by site 

analysis and action plan. 
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 Although there are a number of education sites in the study area that provide rugby 

pitches and facilities, these have not been taken into consideration for the overall balance 

of rugby in the study area. This is influenced by the RFU national strategy to focus on the 

provision at purpose built club sites. The RFU believe that this is more likely to assist in 

retaining players across all age groups. 

 The key output of the supply and demand analysis is that action is required to ensure that 

rugby can be provided in the study area and that the rugby clubs are able to satisfy the 

demand from both juniors and adult teams. The site-by-site action plan will define the key 

steps that should be undertaken to improve the overall picture of provision and pitch 

stock. 

 Strategic Sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 As shown above, it is recommended that all sites that currently provide rugby for the 

community area are protected as they have greater demand than supply and are all 

popular clubs that appeal to a range of player types.
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 With this recommendation of protection in mind, Table 46 provides further recommendations on potential areas of enhancement for each of the 

rugby sites that are available for community use. 

Table 46 – Rugby sites for enhancement in Rother and Hastings 

Site Name 
No. Of 

Pitches  
Community 

Use category 

Non-technical 
Assessment 

Score 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Ark William 
Parker 
Academy (H)  

1 Senior  Secured 
2 x D3/M2 
(GOOD) 

-9.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This is a 
high quality educational site that is secured for community use. The pitches 
are very well maintained by club and ground staff and the site is the home 
ground of Hastings and Bexhill RFC. 

E 

Minor drainage issues were identified at the time of inspection, and this was 
also raised following consultation with the RFU. The club has worked with the 
RFU on a pitch improvement project and further investment on maintenance 
and drainage may be required to address these issues. There is also a need 
to enhance access and changing facilities at the site, particularly to provide 
dedicated facilities for female and disabled users. 

PV 
Additional training facilities/ floodlit space would allow the club to manage the 
wear on the two main pitches and reduce drainage and capacity issues during 
periods of poor weather.  

Bexhill Road 
Recreation 
Ground (R)  

1 Senior Secured D1/MO (POOR) 0 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. The site 
has a single rugby pitch that is used by St Leonards Cinque Ports Rugby Club 
and Hastings Conquerors American Football Club.  

E 

Both clubs have identified the pitch as being of poor quality and subject to 
drainage problems. The key issue with the rugby pitch is the lack of 
appropriate ancillary facilities. The timber clubhouse it at the end of its life and 
needs replacing. Alternative training grounds are also required for both of the 
clubs, to reduce the wear on the single grass pitch. 

PV 
As above, the site requires a new ancillary facility that can be used by the 
rugby club and American football clubs and generate secondary revenue, as 
well as providing facilities for supporters.  

Bexhill High 
School (R)  

1 Senior Unsecured D1/M0 (POOR) +1.5 
PR 

This is an education site that is available for community use outside of school 
hours however there is currently no demand and there is limited scope for 
community use in the winter due to the lack of floodlights. 

E The school may look to make a small area available for rugby and American 
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Site Name 
No. Of 

Pitches  
Community 

Use category 

Non-technical 
Assessment 

Score 

Balance – 
Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

football training, throughout the weekend and during the week. If funding and 
planning permission could be agreed, floodlights at the site could allow the 
pitches to be used for training, providing a revenue for the school and 
increasing community use. 

PV 
As above, if planning consent is achievable, then floodlights could turn the 
school into a value asset for rugby and American football. 

Robertsbridge 
Community 
College (R) 

1 Senior Unsecured D1/M0 (POOR) +1.5 

PR 

This is a one pitch education site that is not currently used by the community. 
The college is keen to maximise community use of its sports facilities, but 
there is no demand for use of the rugby pitch by the community at present so 
it is only used by the students.  There are very good changing facilities within 
the adjacent college building which are available to anyone hiring the pitch. 

E 
These pitches would require an improved maintenance programme if they 
were to be used for community rugby use. The college is keen to introduce a 
more comprehensive maintenance regime if resources allow.  

PV No further provision identified as part of this study.  

Rye Rugby 
Club (New 
Road) (R)  

1 Senior 
1 Junior 

Secured 
3 x D1/M0 
(POOR) 

-6.5 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the local plan. This is the 
main hub for rugby in Rother, with two current pitches and plans to reinstate a 
third. but recognises that both its ancillary facilities and pitches will need 
improvement to accommodate greater use.  At present, no sports turf 
maintenance is carried out other than grass cutting.  The club hopes to 
secure a RFU grant to fund specialist advice in relation to improving the 
pitches through an enhanced maintenance regime, including tackling areas of 
compaction. 

E 
Further support is required to provide expert advice and allow the club to 
improve their maintenance procedures, as the current process is not 
sustainable.   

PV No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
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 Rugby Summary 

 Table 47 below provides a short summary of the key findings from the rugby analysis  

Table 47 – Summary of Rugby Findings for Rother and Hastings 

Rugby Summary Box 

 There are three main rugby clubs in Rother and Hastings; Rye RFC, 

Hastings and Bexhill RFC and St Leonards Cinque Ports RFC 

 The three key sites that have community use all have deficiency of supply, 

with Ark William Parker Academy calculated as having the most significant 

deficit. It should be noted that while the balance for rugby at Bexhill Road is 

balanced, when American Football is taken into consideration then a deficit 

is created 

 The RFU are looking to support all three clubs to improve their facilities and 

continue to attract new players and social members 

 Both Rye Rugby Club and Bexhill Road Recreation ground suffer from 

having poorly maintained pitches, which leads to a low carrying capacity due 

to the amount of time these pitches need to recover following a match or 

training session 

 61% of rugby matches at Bexhill Road Recreation Ground were cancelled in 

2015/16, which significantly limits the ability of St Leonards Cinque Ports 

RFC  

 Team generation rates across the study area project a small growth in mini-

rugby demand, however this is offset by a projected reduction in demand for 

senior rugby 

 The RFU is looking to encourage clubs to be part of the Pitch Improvement 

Programme. This will provide detailed maintenance and facility development 

advice, as well as funding for equipment and materials. 

 An urgent output of the study is the need to support Rye Rugby Club (-6.5) 

and Hastings and Bexhill RFC (-9.5) to reduce the deficit of pitches at their 

respective homegrounds. This can be achieved by increasing the quality of 

existing pitches, increasing the quantity of provision, or a combination of the 

two. Clubs across the study are would benefit significantly from having 

access to a 3G AGP facility for training purposes, therefore the secured use 

by rugby of any new 3G developments in the study area should be explored 

 If land is available, the Council and the RFU should be looking to secure 

new pitches for Rugby in the area. New rugby sites should be well located 

within 15 minute drive time to Bexhill and/or Hastings. There should also be 

the option to transfer ownership of the asset to the rugby club if the club is 

willing. Any new site that is developed for rugby and maintained by the local 

authority will need to have a clear agreement stating the required level of 

maintenance and responsibilities of each party in order to maintain the 
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quality of the grass pitches and the ancillary facilities 

 There has been no further requirement for new rugby provision in the rural 

areas of the local authority. 
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 Hockey 

 Introduction and Strategic Context 

 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the England Hockey Board 

(EHB), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and 

summarised below.  

THE NATIONAL HOCKEY FACILITY STRATEGY – THE RIGHT FACILITIES IN THE 
RIGHT PLACES (2012). 

Vision: For every hockey player in England to have appropriate and 
sustainable facilities that provide excellent experiences for players. 

Mission: More, Better, Happier players with access to appropriate and 
sustainable facilities  

 The club market for hockey is well structured and clubs are required to affiliate to England 

Hockey to play in community leagues. As a result, only a few occasional teams lie outside 

of the EH affiliation structure. Schools and Universities are the other two areas where 

significant hockey is played. 

 The EHB has the ambition of growing participation by 10,000 adults and 32,500 children. 

To enable this the following three objectives have been highlighted; 

 PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently 

has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school, 

universities). We need to retain the current provision where appropriate 

to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country 

 IMPROVE: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically and 

administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs 

to be strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and ancillary 

facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to obtain better 

agreements with facilities providers & education around owning an 

asset. 

 DEVELOP: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there 

is an identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might 

include consolidation hockey provision in a local area where appropriate. 

Research has identified key areas across the country where there is a 

lack of suitable Hockey provision and there is a need for additional 

pitches. There is an identified demand for multi pitches in the right 

places to consolidate hockey and allow clubs to have all of their 

provision catered at one site. 
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 Consultation Overview  

 This section summarises the consultations with England Hockey and key facility providers 

for hockey 

ENGLAND HOCKEY 

 Consultation with England Hockey (EH) has indicated that Rother and Hastings has one 

competitive hockey club; South Saxons Hockey Club, which is located at Horntye Park 

Sports Complex. There are no hockey clubs or hockey specific facilities located in the 

Rother district. 

 The key priority for England Hockey is to ensure that South Saxons HC has long term 

security over their home ground and a fit-for-purpose facility for the level of competitive 

hockey that is played throughout the club.  

 Supply 

 Table 48 shows the AGP facilities that are currently available for community use and are 

of a suitable size for competitive hockey to be played.  

Table 48 – Quantity overview for sand-based AGP’s in Rother and Hastings 

Site name 
AGP 
type 

Weekday hours 
available 

Saturday match 
slots available 

Sunday match 
slots available 

Horntye Park 
Sports Complex 

Sand 
dressed 

24.8 10 10 

 There are additional full sized sand-based AGP’s at Bexhill College Sports Centre, Bexhill 

High School and Vinehall School however these are either not suitable for hockey or not 

of an adequate size for competitive hockey use. 

TENURE AND MANAGEMENT  

 The Horntye complex is currently owned and managed by a trust. The trustees are 

currently looking at an alternative business model as the site is not financially sustainable 

for the long term. 

 Demand 

CURRENT DEMAND  

 There is only one hockey club in Rother and Hastings, which plays a range of competitive 

hockey through junior and adult teams.  

 The team profile and demand for pitches in the district is summarised in Table 49 and 50 

below.  

Table 49 – Team profile for Hockey in Rother and Hastings 

Club Name 
Adult Teams 

Juniors Total 
Senior Men 

Senior 
Women 

Mixed 

South 
Saxons 
Hockey Club 

4 2 0 3 9 
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Table 50 – Match demand for hockey in Rother and Hastings 

 Number of teams 
Weekday Saturday Sunday 

Competitive Hours Required 

Senior teams (16-65) 6 0 7 0 

Junior teams (11-15) 3 0 0 2 

 Number of teams Training Hours Required 

Senior teams (16-65) 6 5 0 0 

Junior teams (11-15) 3 0 0 1.5 

 Table 49 and 50 indicate that with the current level of demand for hockey in Rother and 

Hastings, a single pitch AGP site is be able to satisfy the demand for all of the local 

residents that would like to play hockey.  

FUTURE DEMAND 

 In order to calculate the future demand for Hockey in the study area, a Team Generation 

Rate (TGR) has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current 

population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age 

groups) will typically cause enough demand for a hockey team.  

 This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the 

study area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams 

in each of the key age groups. This population projection data has been provided by the 

Councils and aligns to their core strategy. Please see note 12 for an explanation of the 

process for calculating the Team Generation Rates in the table below. 

Table 51 – Future demand projections for hockey teams in Rother and Hastings.  

Age 
group 

Current 
popn. 
Within 
age 
group 

Current 
no. of 
teams 

TGR 

Estimated 
future 
population 
for Rother 
and Hastings 

Predicted 
future 
number of 
teams 

Additional 
provision 
needed to 
accommodate 
new teams 

Adult – 
M (16-45) 

 15,965  4.0 0.3  14,231  3.6 -0.4 

Adult – F 
(16-45) 

 16,485  2.0 0.1  15,425  1.9 -0.1 

Jnr (B)  2,531  2.0 0.8  2,635  2.1 0.1 

Jnr (G)  2,399  1.0 0.4  2,569  1.1 0.1 

 Table 51 illustrates that, in line with population projections for 2028, a small reduction in 

demand for adult hockey teams will be realised. This is driven by the projected reduction 

in population of the key 15-29 demographics, across both Local Authorities. For junior 

hockey, a minor increase is projected, however this is unlikely to be enough to generate 

demand for an entire team.  

 The detailed analysis of Team Generation Rates can be seen in Technical Appendix D - 

Rother and Hastings PPS TGR Calculations. 
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 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Councils and England 

Hockey do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are 

therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in 

hockey in Rother and Hastings. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved 

channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as 

higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an 

improved ability to generate demand and convert it into participation. 

 It is also key to compare these findings with the South Saxons HC consultation. The Club 

has identified significant latent demand, which could be realised if facility capacity was 

increased. The Action Plan and future planning will take this projected demand into 

account, while as well as considering the TGR calculations for a longer term view.   

 Supply and Demand Balance 

 To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at hockey sites in the study area, Table 

52 shows the supply and demand figures for the single site that is used for community 

use hockey   

Table 52 – Supply and demand balance for hockey in Rother and Hastings  

Site name Supply (Hours) 

Demand (Hours 
required – for 
training and 

matches) 

Balance (Hours) 

 Weekday Sat Sun Weekday Sat Sun Weekday Sat Sun 

Horntye 
Park Sports 
Complex 

24.8 10 10 
5 (+11 

Football 
training) 

7 1.5 +8.8 +3 +8.5 

 Table 52 illustrates that when hockey demand and supply is analysed alongside football 

training, there is a small surplus of supply for peak midweek times at the Horntye Park 

Sports Complex. At weekends, when the AGP is used primarily for hockey, there is a 

small surplus on a Saturday and a larger surplus on a Sunday, however this calculation is 

made using the assumption that there are 10 hours per day available for competitive 

hockey at weekends. 

SPORT ENGLAND FACILITY PLANNING MODEL 

 In order to evaluate the strategic need for artificial grass pitch provision in Rother and 

Hastings, Sport England has undertaken a National Run of the Facility Planning Model22. 

 The report provides a strategic assessment of the current level of provision for Artificial 

Grass Pitches in Hastings and Rother. The assessment uses Sport England’s Facilities 

Planning Model and the data from National Facilities Audit run as of January 2015. 

                                                      
 
22 Hastings and Rother AGP FPM (Sport England: 2015) 
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 The report cites that although the population of Hastings is less than the population of 

Rother, the demand for AGP’s in the peak period is higher in Hastings. This is a result of 

the younger demographic breakdown of the population in Hastings which will create 

greater demand for AGPs.   

 The FPM report identifies the following key additional findings; 

 The % of the population without access to a car is much greater in 

Hastings than Rother and is also higher than the national average. 

 Many residents in Rother live outside the catchment area of their closest 

AGP. 

 Both districts have a relatively high levels of exported demand. 

 494 visits per week in Hastings are unmet in the peak period. 541 visits 

per week in Rother are unmet in the peak period. The main reason for 

unmet demand in Hastings and Rother is the fact there is insufficient 

capacity at existing AGPs to cater for demand.  

 The joint unmet demand from both districts starts to justify the need for 

another AGP.  This is a crude assumption with no spatial analysis.  It 

assumes all unmet demand is in the same location.  In reality the unmet 

demand is spread across both districts and a new AGP regardless of 

location could not be assumed to meet all unmet demand because some 

residents would remain outside its catchment.   

 The highest levels of unmet demand in Hastings is located in 

Broomgrove, Hollington and St Leonards. The levels of unmet demand 

are spread across Rother but the highest levels of unmet demand in 

Rother are in Bexhill and Rye. The level of unmet demand in both 

Hastings and Rother is similar to the level of unmet demand in 

Eastbourne, Wealden and Ashford. 

 The AGPs in Hastings do not attract many people from outside Hastings 

according to the model.  The AGPs in Hastings satisfy 67 VPWPP (Visits 

per week in the peak period) from residents outside Hastings and 873 

VPWPP from residents within Hastings.   

 The FPM shows there is demand for additional capacity at existing 

AGPs and begins to demonstrate demand for additional AGP provision 

to serve both Rother and Hastings.  

SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

 Map 12 overleaf provides a spatial analysis of full size sand based AGP’s in the study 

area in order to assess whether the current provision of ‘strategic’ hockey facilities meet 

the needs of the local residents. These maps also include full size AGP’s from 

neighbouring local authorities, as there is a significant potential export of demand if the 

facilities in neighbouring local authorities are an attractive offer for residents. The 

coloured areas show the unique catchment area of each of the AGP’s, which indicates 

the closest AGP, within 20-minute drive time, for local residents. 
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Map 12 – Spatial analysis and cross –boundary demand for sand-based AGP’s in Rother and Hastings. Apart from R&H and Ashford, all AGP data from Active 
Places Power (Sport England) 

 

 Map 12 illustrates that, due to the 

only full sized sand-based AGP 

facilities being located in Hastings, 

a significant proportion of the local 

residents are not serviced with an 

AGP facility from within Rother and 

Hastings  

 The map illustrates that the 

eastern side of the study area, 

including Rye, Iden and parts of 

Winchelsea, are not serviced 

(within 20-minute drive time) by a 

full sized sand-based AGP.     
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 Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 Based on the evidence collated in the PPS for hockey pitch provision, it can be concluded 

that Horntye Park Sports Complex is the only site where competitive hockey is played. 

 Table 53 provides a justification for how the single Hockey site should be Protected, 

Enhanced or Protected. 

Table 53 – Site by Site Analysis for Hockey 

Site 
Name 

Pitch Type 
and Size 

Pitch 
assessment 
score  

Balance 
(Total 
Hrs) 

Justification for Protection (PR), 
Enhancement (E) or Provision 
(PV) 

Horntye 
Park 
Sports 
Complex 

Sand-
dressed 
(100m x 
60m) 

64 - Standard 

+8.8 for 
weekdays 
  
+11.5 for 
weekend 

PR 

This site should be protected 
as an AGP in the Local Plan. 
This is the only site where 
competitive hockey is 
provided for in Rother and 
Hastings.  

E 

The carpet is nearing the 
end of its life and requires 
replacing within the next 
year.  

PV 

The club has stated that if 
additional capacity was 
available on a Saturday for 
more match play, the club 
would potentially host 5 
additional teams.  

 The summary box below shows the key findings for hockey for the Rother and Hastings 

PPS 

Table 54 – Hockey summary box for Rother and Hastings  

Hockey Summary Box 

 South Saxons Hockey Club is the only club in Rother and Hastings, running 

9 teams across senior men, women and juniors 

 Hockey is played at Horntye Park Sports Complex, where the sand-based 

surface was identified as poor and requiring replacement.   

 With the on-going uncertainty over the future of Horntye Park Sports 

Complex, it is important that provision for hockey in the study area is 

protected and South Saxons are able to use a facility that is fit for purpose 

and continues to allow the club to grow the amount of hockey played in the 

study area 

 South Saxons have identified latent demand for hockey, which could be 

addressed if there was further capacity for additional Saturday match play. 

This is likely to be addressed by the recommendation to build 3G facilities 

elsewhere in the study area, as casual use and small sided commercial 

football, played both at the weekend and during peak weekdays, could be 

displaced elsewhere, therefore providing greater capacity for hockey usage. 
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 Tennis  

 Introduction and Strategic Context  

 Tennis in the UK is governed by the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA), which provides 

coaching and participation support to local authorities 

 The LTA has previously released a three year Strategic Plan for British Tennis (2015 – 

2018)23, which identified the following headlines 

 Mission: Get more people playing tennis more often. Deliver great 

services to clubs  

 Purpose: To enrich lives through tennis. Build partnerships in the 

community by developing strong local park and other community tennis 

venue partnerships, as well as targeted investment in ‘welcoming’ park 

facilities for people to socialise and play 

 Values: Teamwork, Integrity, Passion and Excellence. Enhance the 

tennis offer in education by further strengthening the schools offer and 

maximising playing opportunities. 

 There is currently a stock of approximately 23,000 courts across the country, with 15,000 

in traditional clubs and 8,000 in local authority sites. The objective of this strategy will 

primarily be to recommend the improvements to local authority sites, which can then be 

made accessible to local residents, with the overall objective of increasing participation. 

 LTA Consultation 

 In order to understand the priorities for the LTA in Rother and Hastings, as well as in the 

rest of the South East, a consultation was undertaken with Kate Wilson, LTA Regional 

Participation Manager for the South East, during which the following priorities were 

highlighted; 

 There is latent demand for tennis across the UK and within this latent 

demand there is a number of people that want to play in an informal, non 

club-centric environment 

 Floodlighting is a key facility development because it extends the 

playability of current courts without investing in new courts. Floodlighting 

also helps to bring in income throughout the year, which helps with 

financial sustainability 

 The LTA has identified a deficit of indoor tennis across the study area 

 The LTA has a ‘Growing the Game’ investment fund that is available for 

all venues to apply for. The LTA will prioritise funding towards schemes 

that demonstrate sustainable tennis growth via robust business plans 

and cashflow forecasting, that have a good level of partnership funding 

and have all the required legal elements ie security of tenure, planning 

                                                      
 
23 British Tennis Strategic Plan - https://goo.gl/Ex0cck (LTA: March 2015) 
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permission. The LTA will fund up to 75% of projects which can take on 

loan funding and 50% for projects that are unable to take on loan 

funding 

 The LTA has an Easy Access Loan fund that is available for all venues 

to apply for, with the aim of retaining existing participation rates as a 

minimum. The applicant must provide 50% of the total project cost and 

projects will be assessed on their ability to cover loan repayments in 

addition to the required sinking funds. 

 Supply 

 Table 55 summarises the tennis courts assessed as part of the project across Rother and 

Hastings. The letter in brackets notes in which local authority the courts are located. 

Table 55 – Tennis site summary in Rother and Hastings 

Tennis Sites in Rother and 
Hastings 

No. of 
Tennis 
courts 

Community 
Use On Site 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Ownership 

Alexandra Park (H) 6 Available Secured HBC 

Amherst Tennis Club (H) 7 Not Available Secured Amherst LTC 

The Green Tennis Club (H) 9 Not Available Secured The Green LTC 

Falaise Road  (H) 6 

Not available 
(not used 
due to 
unsafe court 
condition) 

Secured HBC 

Vinehall School (R)  6 Available Secured Vinehall School 

Westfield Tennis Courts (R) 2 Available Secured 
Westfield Parish 
Council 

Riverside Recreation Ground 
Tennis Court (R) 

1 Available Secured 
Sedlescombe 
Parish Council 

Sedlescombe Golf Club (R) 2 Available Secured 
Sedlescombe 
Golf Club 

Beckley Recreation Ground 
(R) 

2 Available Secured 
Beckley Parish 
Council 

Egerton Park (R) 8 Available Secured 
Rother District 
Council 

Little Common Rec (R) 2 Available Unsecured 
Rother District 
Council 

Cooden Beach Tennis Club 
(R) 

6 Available Secured 
Cooden Beach 
Tennis Club 

Woodfield Rec Grd Tennis 
Court (R) 

1 Available Secured 
Fairlight Parish 
Council 

Pett Rec Tennis Court (R) 1 Available Secured 
Pett Parish 
Council 

Buckswood School (R) 2 Not Available Unsecured 
Buckswood 
School 

Swan Meadow Tennis 
Courts (R) 

2 Available Secured 
Burwash 
Common PFA 

Claremont School (R) 1 Not Available Unsecured 
Claremont 
School 

Claverham College (R) 3 Not Available Unsecured 
Claverham 
College (ESCC) 
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Tennis Sites in Rother and 
Hastings 

No. of 
Tennis 
courts 

Community 
Use On Site 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Ownership 

Crowhurst Rec Grd  (R)  1 Available Secured 
Crowhurst 
Parish Council 

Bexhill College (R) 3 Not Available Unsecured Bexhill College 

Bexhill High Academy (R) 1 Not Available Unsecured 
Bexhill High 
Academy 
(ESCC) 

North Trade Road 
Recreation Ground (R) 

2 Available Secured 
Battle Town 
Council 

Robertsbridge Community 
College (R) 

2 Not Available Unsecured 
Robertsbridge 
Community 
College (ESCC) 

Rye Lawn Tennis Club (R) 11 Available Secured 
Rother Meads 
Tennis and 
Games Club 

Frewen College (R) 1 Not Available Unsecured Frewen College 

Bricklehurst School (R) 1 Not Available Unsecured 
Bricklehurst 
School 

 As part of the PPS project, all of the above courts were assessed by the Councils, using 

a quality assessment framework agreed with the LTA. Table 56 below provides a 

summary of these assessments and illustrates the quality of tennis provision across 

Rother and Hastings.  

Table 56 – Tennis site summary in Rother and Hastings 

Area 
Number of 

Tennis Courts 

Available for 
community 

use 

Average Court 
Score 

Average % 
Rating 

Rother District 61 46 39.1 74% 

Hastings 
Borough 

28 12 (6*) 43 78% 

*Number in bracket shows courts at Falaise Road, which are not currently in use due to 

an unsafe surface. 

 Table 56 illustrates that although there are a greater number of tennis courts across 

Rother, the average quality of courts is largely similar across the study area. 

 Further detail of the supply assessment can be seen in Technical Appendix C – Tennis 

Analysis. 

 Demand 

 In order to assess the demand for tennis across the study area, key tennis clubs across 

the study area have been consulted with. This will provide an idea of the trend for tennis 

in the study area, which can also be cross-checked with Sport England’s active people 

data for the study area. 

 Table 57 below provides a summary of tennis clubs that have responded to the PPS 

survey and a summary of their comments. The letter in brackets notes which local 

authority the clubs are located in. 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 125 of 176 

Table 57 – Key comments from clubs across Rother and Hastings 

Club Members Consultation Summary 

The 
Green 
Tennis 

Club (H) 

150+ 

Majority of adult members, but also some children, youth and 
seniors – coming mainly from the immediate vicinity, as well as 
Hastings and St Leonards. 
Their Junior Coach leaving caused a major decrease in junior 
membership over recent years, but the club are now reinstating 
their junior section and expecting a growth of 40-50 members 
within the next 3 years. 
Fairly satisfied with their facilities, but have identified the following 
4 priority areas for investment in order to allow further use: 

-        Floodlights, more all-weather courts, maintenance of playing 
surfaces, finish on-going works to improve car park 

-   

Amherst 
Tennis 

Club (H) 
175+ 

Biggest tennis club in the area with approximately 175 members 
accessing the courts and facilities at Amherst Tennis Club for 
more than 12 hours per week. Most members travel to this facility 
by car and come from the Hastings and Rother areas. 
Club has seen an increase in their number of members over the 
last three years due to the quality of their facilities and expect 
further growth (of at least 20%) in the near future too. 
In order to be able to accommodate this planned growth, club will 
need 10 more hours of court time per week, which could be 
provided by increasing the number of floodlit courts. 
Club are very happy with the quality of their facility and would 
definitely recommend it to other clubs, but identified that cost of 
rent charged by council as substantial when compared to similar 
ones in surrounding areas.  

Bexhill 
Tennis 

Club (R) 
100+ 

The club uses Egerton Park as their preferred facility for training 
and competition. About 75% of active members fall into the 
‘Senior (60+)’ category. They are happy with the facilities and 
accessibility, but not satisfied with cleanliness, toilet conditions 
and general maintenance; water not draining out and 
accumulating in some of the court surfaces. A third court available 
to the club throughout the summer would be advantageous. 

Burwash 
Tennis 

Club (R) 
85+ 

The club uses Swan Meadow Tennis Centre and has an age 
diverse membership group, with almost 24% children, 24% youth, 
35% adult and 17% senior. Club is quite satisfied with the facility 
with the exception of disabled access which appears to need a lot 
of improvement. Court surfaces need to be maintained for 
enjoyment and safety and new nets would be good too. 

Cooden 
Beach 
Tennis 

Club (R) 

290+ 

The club uses their own private courts and have membership 
mostly in the ‘Adult’ and ‘Senior’ categories with no increase in 
membership in the past 3 years. Club ratings reflect satisfaction 
with the facility overall. There might be a bit of room for 
improvement when it comes to the childcare facility. Maintenance 
is their investment priority, since keeping up the playing facilities 
in good conditions is expensive and requires them to prepare 
early and budget in advance. Might not need support to achieve 
their aspirations. 

 The level of demand for tennis in Rother and Hastings can also be assessed using Sport 

England’s Active People Tool24 to identify trends in participation. 

                                                      
 
24 Sport England Active People Tool - http://activepeople.sportengland.org (Sport 
England (2016) 

http://activepeople.sportengland.org/
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 Table 58 below shows the trend for Tennis over the past 4 Active People periods (APS5 

to APS10), both for Sussex and nationally. Due to the sample size available, it is not 

possible to include the figures from Rother and Hastings as the assessment would not be 

statistically robust. 

Table 58 – Trends for tennis demand, measured by participation (1x30min) 

Geographical 
Area 

Time Period (1x30min session per week) 

2011/12 
(APS6) 

2012/13 
(APS7) 

2013/14 
(APS8) 

2014/15 
(APS9) 

2015/16 
(APS10) 

Sussex 1.61% 1.28% 1.24% 1.82% 1.69% 

England 1.03% 0.94% 0.89% 1.02% 0.98% 

 Table 58 illustrates that compared to the national average, tennis participation in Sussex 

is high, with a growth in popularity indicated by the APS10 results.  

 Table 59 below analysis the latent demand for Tennis in the same geographical areas. 

This table shows the proportion of the population that would like to play more tennis if the 

opportunity was available.  

Table 59 – Trends for tennis latent demand 

Geographical 
Area 

Time Period (Total Latent Demand) 

2011/12 
(APS6) 

2012/13 
(APS7) 

2013/14 
(APS8) 

2014/15 
(APS9) 

2015/16 
(APS10) 

Sussex 1.69% 1.94% 1.68% * * 

England 1.56% 1.96% 1.61% 1.32% 1.26% 

*Data unavailable; question not asked or insufficient sample size 

 Table 59 shows that latent demand for tennis is relatively consistent across Sussex and 

England, indicating that if the offer is appropriate for new participants, overall participation 

in tennis has the potential to rise significantly.  

 The supply and demand analysis will assess whether the study area currently has the 

facility provision available to satisfy this latent demand and if not, which facilities need to 

be improved in order to increase capacity. 

 Supply and Demand Analysis 

 Following consultation with the LTA and an analysis of the amount of capacity for tennis 

in Rother, there appears to be sufficient capacity in the study area to satisfy the demand 

for tennis.  

 To verify this analysis, Sport England’s Active People Tool has been used to assess the 

level of latent demand for tennis in the study area. As shown in Table 60 below, the level 

of projected latent demand for tennis in Sussex has been applied to the population of the 

study area to show the total amount of estimated latent demand in each of the local 

authorities. It should be noted that the latent demand figure from APS8 has been used as 

data is not available for APS9 or APS10. Population figures have been used for all ages 

between 15 and 69 as these are likely to be the age groups that are able to play tennis. 
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Table 60 – Estimated latent demand for Tennis in Rother and Hastings 

District 
Latent 

Demand 
(APS8) 

Population25 
(15 – 69) 

Projected 
latent 

demand 
(hours per 

week) 

No. of courts 
(available to 
community) 

Additional 
demand per 

court 
(hours per 

week) 

Rother 1.68% 57,744 970 46 23 

Hastings 1.68% 63,081 1,060 12 81 

 Table 60 illustrates that there is a significant level of projected latent demand for tennis in 

Rother, however it should be noted that this assessment uses an extensive age range, 

including residents up to age 69. The population also only considers residents older than 

age 15 as the Active Places figures are based on age 16+ so this is the closest possible 

data set to make the comparison consistent. 

 It is also key to understand that this analysis assumes that all those residents who have 

indicated latent demand for tennis would actually participate if the offer was attractive. 

There are number of other barriers to entry, including cost of participation and ease of 

transport, which should be considered before accurately projecting the number of 

potential tennis participants.  

 Notwithstanding the above, this analysis indicates that although the projected level of 

demand for tennis in Rother is likely to be able to be absorbed by the extensive network 

of clubs and courts in the District, the level supply in Hastings is unlikely to be sufficient 

for the projected demand.   

 This conclusion will be reflected in the Action Plan and is likely to lead to the 

recommendation to increase the capacity of publicly accessible courts, especially in 

Hastings, through further investment and development of new facilities. 

SITE-BY-SITE ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY 

 In order to work with the LTA to continue the development of tennis in Rother and 

Hastings, continued development of facilities and access is required. The detailed 

recommendations on how the Councils and the NGB’s should look to support this will be 

included in the Action Plan section of this report. 

 The site by site analysis shown in Table 61 below provides more detail on the justification 

for facility improvement for tennis facilities in the study area. It should be noted that only 

sites owned by the local authority or parish councils will be assessed in this analysis as 

these are the sites that the local authority has the greatest ability to influence and 

develop. Where different courts on the same site have been rated differently, the highest 

score has been used in the site rating column.  

  

                                                      
 
25 Rother and Hastings Population Projections for 2016 - (Rother District Council: 2016) 
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Table 61 – Site by site analysis for council owned tennis sites Rother and Hastings 

Site Name 
Site 

Rating 
Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 

Provision (PV) 

Alexandra 
Park (H) 

67% 

PR 

This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is the largest local authority owned site in the 
study area (Falaise Road has more courts but is not 
currently operational) and is a potential development site 
for the LTA. 

E 
This site would benefit from floodlights and a 
refurbishment of nets, fencing and court surfaces. 

PV 
As above, the site would benefit from new floodlights on a 
proportion of the courts, to increase the playability of the 
facility, especially during the winter. 

Beckley 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

42% 

PR 
This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a 2 court site that was scored poorly on 
inspection.  

E 
The site needs significant work, including court 
resurfacing and new nets.  

PV As above, this site requires new nets. 

Crowhurst 
Rec Ground 
(R) 

71% 

PR 
This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a single court site that is of adequate quality. 

E 
No further enhancement of the courts has been identified 
as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Egerton 
Park (R) 

75% 

PR 
This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a large local authority owned site that scored 
well during site assessments.  

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Falaise 
Road (R) 

45% 

PR 

This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a large local authority owned site however it 
is not currently in use due to the poor quality of the 
playing facilities.  

E 
The site requires refurbishment, particularly for the court 
surface, fencing and the nets, before it can be used by 
the public. 

PV 

The courts would benefit from floodlighting, however this 
is unlikely to be prioritised unless the basic refurbishment 
can be undertaken and demand for the courts can be 
demonstrated. 

Little 
Common 
Rec (R) 

45% PR 

This is a two court site that scored poorly during 
assessment due to condition and location. The significant 
expenditure needed to improve and maintain both courts 
cannot be justified given the low level of usage. It is 
recommended that only one of these courts be retained 
for tennis in the short term and the other be re-
designated as open space or alternative sporting 

provision. 
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Site Name 
Site 

Rating 
Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 

Provision (PV) 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

North Trade 
Road Rec 
Ground (R) 

75% 

PR 
This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a two court site that scored well during 
assessment. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Pett Rec 
Tennis 
Court (R) 

78% 

PR 
This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a single court site that scored well during 
assessment. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Swan 
Meadow 
Tennis 
Courts (R) 

93% 

PR 
This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a two court site that scored well during 
assessment. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Westfield 
Tennis 
Courts (R) 

82% 

PR 
This site should be protected as tennis courts in the Local 
Plan. This is a two court site that scored well during 
assessment. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

 The summary box below shows the key findings for tennis for the Rother and Hastings 

PPS 

Table 53 – Tennis summary box for Rother and Hastings  

Tennis Summary Box 

 Tennis is played across Rother and Hastings, with supply provided by a 

combination of membership-based clubs and local authority owned public 

courts 

 The general quality of tennis supply was deemed to be marginally higher in 

Hastings (78% compared to 74%), however there is significantly more 

supply in Rother due to the difference in size and large amount of rural 

areas serviced by their own courts 

 The Councils own and manage a number of key facilities, such as Alexandra 

Park, Falaise Road and Egerton Park 

 Following consultation, the LTA has stated that it is looking to partner with 
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local authorities in park court redevelopment projects, and would like to work 

with the Councils to identify sites where this would lead to the greatest 

growth in participation. 

 Although latent demand is identified when using the Sport England Active 

People Tool, following consultations it can be concluded that additional 

courts are not required to meet capacity. The Councils and the LTA should 

instead prioritise the improvement of quality for existing sites. 

 The LTA have identified a deficit of indoor tennis facilities in the study area 

 Stoolball 

 Stoolball in England is governed by Stoolball England, which provides participation 

support to local authorities and stoolball clubs across the UK but primarily in the South-

east of the country. 

 Stoolball England last released a national strategy in 2012, with the following vision 

identified as part of the strategy; 

‘We want to see stoolball played to a high standard with a consistent 

interpretation of the rules, increasing in strength in south-east England and 

expanding its reach to other regions of the country’ 

 In Sussex, which has the highest proportion of Stoolball participants, there are seven 

competitive ladies’ leagues, with mixed stoolball largely centred in the Hailsham, 

Eastbourne and Lewes areas of Sussex.  

 Stoolball is now moving forward, with new clubs emerging in Sussex, Kent and Surrey 

and matches being played not only during weekday evenings but also at the weekends 

when clubs organise fundraising tournaments.26 

 Stoolball in Rother and Hastings is played at cricket facilities, with clubs utilising the high 

quality outfields and ancillary facilities. On occasion the boundary markers are also used, 

as these are required as part of the standard stoolball pitch. 

 Supply 

 Table 62 summarises the stoolball facilities assessed as part of the project across the 

study area. The letter in brackets notes which local authority the facilities are located in. 

Table 62 – Stoolball site summary in Rother and Hastings 

Playing Pitch Sites – 
currently providing 
community use for 

stoolball 

Community 
Use On 

Site 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
Ownership 

Outfield 
Score 

Overall 
Rating 

Ark William Parker 
Academy (H) 

Available Secured Education 100.00% Good 

Ashburnham Available Secured Trust 86.67% Standard 

                                                      
 
26 The history and future of stoolball (Sport and Recreation Alliance: 2015) 
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Playing Pitch Sites – 
currently providing 
community use for 

stoolball 

Community 
Use On 

Site 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
Ownership 

Outfield 
Score 

Overall 
Rating 

Recreation Ground 
(R) 

Battle Area Sports 
Centre (R) 

Available Secured Education 100.00% Good 

Burwash Common 
Cricket Club (R) 

Available Secured Trust 80.00% Good 

Catsfield Playing Field 
(R) 

Available Secured 
Parish 
Council 

63.33% Good 

Crowhurst Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Available Secured 
Parish 
Council 

70.00% Standard 

Icklesham Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Available Secured 
Parish 
Council 

63.33% Standard 

King George V 
Playing Fields(R) 

Available Secured 
Parish 
Council 

86.67% Standard 

Little Common 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

Available Secured 
Local 
Authority 

53.33% Good 

Pett Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Available Secured 
Parish 
Council 

56.67% Standard 

Staplecross 
Recreation Ground 
(R) 

Available Secured 
Parish 
Council 

86.70% Standard 

Swan Meadow 
Playing Field (R) 

Available Secured Trust 73.33% Standard 

The Clappers (R) Available Secured Unknown 100.00% Standard 

 Demand 

 In order to assess the demand for stoolball across the study area, stoolball clubs across 

the study area have been consulted with. Stoolball data is not currently collected as part 

of Sport England’s Active People Survey and therefore it is not possible to use data from 

this source, as has been done in other parts of this study. It is therefore key to 

understand the priorities for local clubs, as well as Stoolball England, who have had a 

representative on the PPS Steering Group throughout the project. 

 Table 63 below provides a summary of the top 6 largest stoolball clubs that have 

responded to the PPS survey and a summary of their comments. The letter in brackets 

notes which local authority the clubs are located in. Further detail in relation to these 

consultations can be seen in Technical Appendix C – Stoolball Analysis 

Table 63 – Key comments from clubs across Rother and Hastings 

Club Members Consultation Summary 

The Original Civil 
Service Stoolball 

Team (H) 
25+ 

4 youth, 16 adult and 5 senior members coming from the 
areas of Hastings St Leonards, Bexhill and Rye. Very 
happy with the facilities at Ark William Parker Academy 
(which they access from 1 to 4 hours per week). 

Scorpion 
Stoolball Team 

(R) 
25+ 

Currently using the cricket pitches at Battle Area Sports 
Centre, which they access from 1 to 4 hours per week 
and they are very unlikely to recommend.  
Projected growth in membership of approximately 25% 
for the next 3 years (driven by the sociability of club and 
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Club Members Consultation Summary 
an increased awareness), which will generate a need for 
increased parking, improved facilities for spectators, 
improved ground and more and better equipment 

Catsfield 
Stoolball Club ( 
and mixed) (R) 

30+ 
31 members in total, with a recent increase as a 
consequence of trends in demand for sport (increased 
interest in this village sport). 

Icklesham 
Stoolball Club – 

Ladies and 
mixed (R) 

30+ 

A current total of 31 members (25 adults, 3 youth, 2 
children and 1 senior) coming from the Hastings and 
Icklesham areas. The club have seen a decrease in their 
membership due a lack of participant’s available leisure 
time and are not expecting any increase for the near 
future. 

Pett Stoolball 
Club (R) 

30+ 
Currently using the cricket pitches at Pett Recreation 
Ground, where most of their 29 members travel to by car 
from the Hastings and Pett areas. 

Robertsbridge 
Stoolball Club 

(R) 
25+ 

26 current members, accessing the facilities at The 
Clappers from 5 to 8 hours per week, where they are 
generally satisfied, but have identified a need for 
improvement in maintenance, cleanliness, value for 
money and ease of booking.  

United Friends 
Stoolball Club 

20+ 
Over 20 members playing at Catsfield Playing Field, with 
plans to grow the club and improve facilities. 

 Supply and Demand Analysis 

 Following consultation with Stoolball England and an analysis of the amount of capacity 

for stoolball in the study area, there appears to be sufficient capacity in the study area to 

satisfy the demand for stoolball.  

 To illustrate this point further, a detailed analysis of the consultation responses shows 

that of the 14 clubs that were consulted, only 2 clubs projected a growth in membership 

over the next 2-3 years, with 3 clubs projecting a decrease in members (United Friends, 

Burwash and Robertsbridge) and 6 clubs stating that they projected membership to stay 

consistent27. 

 These results illustrate that it is unlikely that new stoolball facilities will be required in the 

next 5 years and that investment should be focused on improving the quality of the 

current facilities.  

 Stoolball has increased steadily in popularity over the past 5 years and is forecast to 

continue its growth. Following consultation with Stoolball England, the NGB would like to 

develop the game outside of the South East, while continuing to help the game grow in its 

traditional south-eastern region. Unfortunately, due to the lack of APS data and Team 

Generation Rate calculations, it’s not possible to quantify this growth. 

  

                                                      
 
27 Note: The remaining clubs did not provide a projection of membership numbers 
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SITE-BY-SITE ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY 

 In order to provide Stoolball England with the requisite facilities to continue to grow as a 

sport and encourage participants from Rother, Hastings and further afield, continued 

development of facilities and access is required. The detailed recommendations on how 

the Councils and the NGB’s should look to support this will be included in the Action Plan 

section of this report. 

 The site by site analysis shown in Table 64 below provides more detail on the justification 

for facility improvement for Stoolball facilities in Rother and Hastings.  

Table 64 – Site by site analysis for stoolball clubs across Rother and Hastings 

Site Name 
Outfield 
Rating 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

Ark William 
Parker (H) 

100% 

PR 

This site should be protected as a playing pitch site in the 
Local Plan. This is an education site that has previously 
had Sports College status and has good quality cricket 
and stoolball facilities. The cricket pitches are used by the 
Civil Service Stoolball Team. There is a risk that if prices 
for hire are increased by the academy, then the stoolball 
club will not be able to use the facility. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Ashburnham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

87% 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a rural cricket site used by the local 
stoolball team. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Battle Area 
Sports 
Ground (R) 

100% 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This is a good quality cricket site which is 
well-used for Stoolball. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Burwash 
Common 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

80% 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The ground is run by a management 
committee and is rated as a good all-round facility. The 
pavilion and terrace is used for a variety of community 
functions as well as for cricket.  

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Catsfield 
Playing 
Field (R) 

63% 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is a site owned by the Parish Council used 
by 2 local stoolball clubs (3 teams). 

E 
The club has stated that dog fouling is an issue and the 
outfield would benefit from periodic rolling to ensure it 
maintains evenness. 

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part 
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Site Name 
Outfield 
Rating 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

of this study. 

Crowhurst 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

70% 

PR 
This site is owned by the Parish Council and used by the 
local cricket club, stoolball club and for community use by 
local residents.  

E 
No further enhancement of the grass pitch has been 
identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Icklesham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

63% 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the local 
plan. The site has a cricket pitch that is used for stoolball 
and although the cricket demand is reducing, the pitch is 
still used by Icklesham Stoolball club. 

E 

The facilities at the club are very poor and the site 
requires a new pavilion to allow mixed changing. The 
playing surface is also deemed to be poor by the club, 
however both of these issues will be difficult to address if 
the amount of cricket played at the site is reduced and 
clubs. 

PV 
A new pavilion is required to allow mixed changing and 
easier access. 

King George 
V Playing 
Fields (R) 

87% 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is owned by the Parish Council 
however all maintenance is undertaken by the cricket 
club, who keep the facilities to a good standard.  

E 
The stoolball club have identified the toilets and disabled 
access as their development priorities.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Little 
Common 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

53% 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is owned by the Local Authority and 
is used by the Little Common Stoolball club.  

E 

The outfield scored poorly during the site assessment 
and this should be addressed through repair of damage 
to the outfield caused by rabbit holes. The grass on the 
outfield also requires more regular cutting. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Pett 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

57% 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is owned by the Parish Council and 
used by the local cricket and stoolball teams.  

E 

No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. The current clubhouse development is likely to 
make the site a more attractive place to play stoolball in 
the future. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Staplecross 
Playing 
Field (R) 

87% 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. This site is owned by the Parish Council and 
is used by stoolball players from the local village and 
surrounding areas. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

Swan 73% PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
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Site Name 
Outfield 
Rating 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

Meadow 
Playing 
Field (R) 

Local Plan. This site is owned by a Trust, with a number 
of the club members sitting on the committee. 

E 

No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. The current facilities are maintained to a 
relatively high standard and are fit for purpose for the use 
of the club. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

The 
Clappers (R) 

100% 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan and used by Robertsbridge stoolball and 
cricket clubs. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. This is a high quality site with an adequate 
ancillary. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part 
of this study. 

 The summary box below shows the key findings for stoolball for the Rother and Hastings 

PPS 

Table 65 – Stoolball summary box for Rother and Hastings  

Stoolball Summary Box 

 Stoolball is played across Sussex, which has the highest proportion of 

stoolball participants for any county across the UK 

 Stoolball is growing, with new clubs emerging in Sussex, Kent and Surrey 

and matches being played not only during weekday evenings but also at the 

weekends 

 Stoolball in Rother and Hastings is played at cricket facilities with clubs 

utilising playing and ancillary facility normally used by the local cricket club. 

 Of all cricket sites used for Stoolball in the study area, the following sites 

scored the highest on assessment; 

o Ark William Park Academy, Battle Area Sports Centre, The 

Clappers, Staplecross Recreation Ground, King George V 

Playing Fields and Ashburnham Recreation Ground 

 Following consultation with Stoolball England, the key priorities for the area 

are to; 

o Focus on the continued growth of the sport through the general 

improvement in facilities and marketing 

o Work with the cricket clubs to develop ancillary facilities and 

improve social areas 

o Work with Ark William Parker to fix facility hire fees and maintain 

stoolball at the site 
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 Outdoor Bowls  

 Introduction and Strategic Context  

 Bowls in the UK is governed by Bowls England which provides participation support to 

local authorities and bowls clubs across the UK. 

 Bowls England has previously released a three year Strategic Plan for Bowls in England 

(2014 – 2017)28, which identified the following headlines 

 Vision: PROMOTE the sport of outdoor flat green bowls, RECRUIT new 

participants to the sport of outdoor flat green bowls and RETAIN current 

and future participants within the sport of outdoor flat green bowls.   

 Mission: Bowls England will provide strong leadership and work with its 

stakeholders to support the development of the sport of bowls in 

England for this and future generations 

 The key themes of Promote, Recruit, Retain will underline all of Bowls 

England’s work during the course of this strategic plan 

 Bowls England also identified the following strategic priorities for the period, up until 31st 

March 2017 

 To support participation in the sport of outdoor flat green bowls 

 To support county associations and clubs 

 To provide strong leadership and direction 

 Bowls England identified the following key performance targets that will underpin their 

work up to 31st March 2017 

Table 66 – Bowls England Key Performance Indicators 2014 - 2017 

SP 
Reference 

Strategic Priorities 

SP 1.1 115,000 Individual Affiliated Members 

SP 1.2 1,500 Coach Bowls Registered Members 

SP 1.3 
Increase total National Championship individual entries by 10 per cent 
during period 

SP 1.4 
Increase total National Competition individual entries by 10 per cent during 
period 

SP 1.5 
Medal places achieved in 50 per cent of events at the 2016 World 
Championships 

SP 2.1 35 County Development Plans in place and operational 

SP 2.2 County Development Officer appointed by each Unified County Association 

SP 3.1 
National membership scheme implemented with 100 per cent take up by 
County Associations  

SP 3.2 Administrative base for 1st April 2017 secured 

SP 3.3 Commercial income to increase by 20 per cent during period 

 

                                                      
 
28 Bowls England Strategic Plan - 
https://www.bowlsengland.com/uploads/strategic_plan_2013_2017_FINAL_251113.pdf  
(Bowls England: November 2013) 
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 Supply 

 Table 67 summarises the Bowls facilities assessed as part of the project across the study 

area. The letter in brackets notes which local authority the facilities are located in. 

Table 67 – Bowls site summary in Rother and Hastings 

Playing Pitch Sites – 
currently providing 

community use for bowls 

No. of 
greens 

Number 
of Rinks 

Community 
Use On 

Site 

Ownership 

Alexandra Park (H) 1 6 Available Local Authority 

West Marina (H) 1 6 Available Local Authority 

White  Rock (H) 4 24 Available Local Authority 

Westfield Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Westfield PC 

Northiam Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Northiam PC 

Beckley Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Beckley PC 

Battle Bowls Green (R) 1 6 Available Unknown 

Staplecross Bowls Green (R) 1 7 Available Staplecross PC 

Fairlight Bowls Green (R) 1 6 Available Fairlight PC 

Winchelsea Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Icklesham PC 

Guestling Bowls Green (R) 2 4  Available Guestling PC 

Polegrove Bowls Green (R) 4 24  Available Rother DC 

Egerton Park Bowls Green (R) 1 6 Available Rother DC 

Gullivers Bowls Green (R) 
2 (only 1 
currently 
used) 

6 Available Private Club 

Sidley Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Rother DC 

Iden Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Iden PC 

Peasmarsh Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Peasmarsh PC 

Rye Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Rother DC 

Pett Bowls Green (R) 1 4 Available Pett PC 

 Demand 

 In order to assess the demand for bowls across the study area, key bowls clubs across 

the study area have been consulted with. This will provide an idea of the trend for bowls 

in the study area, which can also be cross-checked with Sport England’s active people 

data for the study area. 

 Table 68 below provides a summary of bowls clubs that have responded to the PPS 

survey and a summary of their comments. The letter in brackets notes which local 

authority the clubs are located in. Further detail in relation to these consultations can be 

seen in Technical Appendix C – Bowls Analysis 

Table 68 – Key comments from clubs across Rother and Hastings 

Club Members Consultation Summary 

Clive Vale Lawn 
Bowls Club (H) 

70+ 

40 adult and 30 senior members, all coming from the 
Hastings and St Leonards areas. No recent changes in 
the number of members and no plans of further growth in 
coming years. 

Hastings Visually 
Handicapped 

Bowlers Club (H) 
10+ 

12 members access the facilities at White Rock for 5-8 
hours per week, and they have identified the grounds 
and maintenance of the site as very good, but very short 
in toilets for casual bowlers and general public. 
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Club Members Consultation Summary 

Alexandra Bowls 
Club (H) 

45+ 
40 senior members and5 adults, accessing Alexandra 
Park bowls green for over 12 hours per week. No 
aspirations of further growth in coming years. 

Hastings Bowls 
Club (H) 

50+ 
Currently 50 senior members. Club has seen a decrease 
in their membership in the last three years as a 
consequence of the cost of accessing the sport. 

Observer Bowls 
Club (H) 

40+ 

Majority of senior members, primarily coming from the 
Hastings & St Leonards and accessing the facilities at 
West Marina from 5 to 8 hours per week. Generally 
satisfied with their facilities, but have identified a need for 
improvement on the playing surfaces, changing facilities 
and toilets.  

White Rock 
Bowls Club (H) 

100+ 
65 adults and 35 senior members accessing the facilities 
at White Rock for over 12 hours per week. 

Spartan’s Bowls 
Club (R) 

45+ 
Currently 49 members, mainly from Bexhill and 
surrounding areas. Increase in their membership over 
the last 3 years due to more availability from players.  

Northiam Bowls 
Club (R) 

45+ 

47 active members with the vast majority being seniors. 
Very happy at Northiam Playing Fields, where the only 
issue identified was the lack of disabled access to the 
club house.  

Guestling Bowls 
Club (R) 

35+ 

Suffering a decrease in their membership (currently 35) 
due to player’s old age. Currently seeking financial 
support from Sport England to achieve club aspirations 
to incorporate a club house at Guestling Playing Fields.  

Lakeside 
Women’s Bowls 

Club (R) 
25+ 

25 active members playing at Egerton Park, where they 
rated the playing surface as good but described the 
clubhouse as too small and the toilets (only one on site) 
are not enough to accommodate home and away teams.  

Gullivers Bowls 
Club (R) 

75+ 

Over 75 members accessing the facilities at Gullivers 
Bowls Green for over 12 hours per week. Member 
numbers have not seen any changes in recent years, 
due to a lack of volunteer availability. 

Staplecross 
Bowls Club (R) 

60+ 

10 adult and 52 senior members primarily from the 
Ewhurst Parish, Sedlescombe and Hastings areas. The 
club continue to actively recruit for players which has 
translated into a constant increase in the number of 
members in recent years.  

Sidley Martlets 
Bowls Club (R) 

65+ 

68 current members using bowling greens at Sidley 
Recreation Ground for over 12 hours per week. 
The club has seen an increase in their membership over 
the last few years as a consequence of word of mouth 
and recommendation from members. 

Battle Bowls 
Club (R) 

70+ 
Recent increase in their number of members (currently 
71) but expecting a loss of around 5% within the next 3 
years.  

Polegrove Bowls 
Club (R) 

75+ 
Majority of senior members, with some adult and youth 
as well using the bowling greens at Polegrove 
Recreation Ground for over 12 hours per week. 

Peasmarsh 
Bowls Club (R) 

20+ 
Small club with majority of senior members playing at 
Peasmarsh Recreation Ground, where they are in 
charge of the up keeping of the green and facilities. 

Beckley Bowls 
Club (R) 

40+ 

10 adult and 30 senior members, with no aspirations for 
further growth in the near future. 
Facilities at Beckley Bowls Green were described as 
fairly good (maintained by club members) but with room 
for improvement, especially for the clubhouse and the 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 139 of 176 

Club Members Consultation Summary 
playing surface.  

Rye Bowls Club 
(R) 

35+ 

35 members from the Rye and surrounding areas. 
Generally satisfied with facilities at Rye Bowls Green, 
they have identified a need for improved maintenance at 
the clubhouse and for additional storage facility. 

Bexhill Bowls 
Club (R) 

140 
140 senior members from the Bexhill and Hastings 
areas, accessing the greens at Polegrove Recreation 
Ground for over 12 hours per week, 

 The level of demand for bowls in the study area can also be assessed using Sport 

England’s Active People Tool29 to identify trends in participation. 

 Table 69 below shows the trend for bowls over the past 4 Active People periods (APS5 to 

APS10, both for Sussex and nationally. Due to the sample size available, it is not 

possible to include the figures for the study area as the assessment would not be 

statistically robust. 

  Table 69 – Trends for bowls demand, measured by participation (1x30min) 

Geographical 
Area 

Time Period (1x30min session per week) 

2011/12 
(APS6) 

2012/13 
(APS7) 

2013/14 
(APS8) 

2014/15 
(APS9) 

2015/16 
(APS10) 

Sussex 0.90% 1.07% 0.92% 0.63% 0.98% 

England 0.61% 0.65% 0.62% 0.50% 0.51% 

 Table 69 illustrates that compared to the national average, bowls participation in Sussex 

is relatively high, with the  APS10 indicating a growth in popularity in the past year, back 

to the level seen from 2011 to 2014.  

 Table 70 below analysis the latent demand for bowls in the same geographical areas. 

This table shows the proportion of the population that would like to play more bowls if the 

opportunity was available.  

Table 70 – Trends for bowls latent demand 

Geographical 
Area 

Time Period (Total Latent Demand) 

2011/12 
(APS6) 

2012/13 
(APS7) 

2013/14 
(APS8) 

2014/15 
(APS9) 

2015/16 
(APS10) 

Sussex 0.35% 0.40% * * * 

England 0.18% 0.29% 0.20% 0.16% 0.19% 

*Data unavailable; question not asked or insufficient sample size 

 Table 70 shows that in the periods of time that latent demand data was available for 

bowls, there was a higher amount of people who were interested in taking up bowls, 

compared to the national average. The figures for England and whole illustrate a 

declining popularity of bowls across the country, which is supported by the consultations 

undertaken as part of this project. 

                                                      
 
29 Sport England Active People Tool - http://activepeople.sportengland.org (Sport England (2016) 

http://activepeople.sportengland.org/
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 The supply and demand analysis will assess whether the study area currently has the 

facility provision available to satisfy the current and future level of latent demand and if 

not, which facilities need to be improved in order to increase capacity. 

 Supply and Demand Analysis 

 Following consultation with the Bowls England and an analysis of the amount of capacity 

for bowls in the study area, there appears to be sufficient capacity in the study area to 

satisfy the demand for bowls.  

 It has not been possible to utilise the team calculation for Bowls club as the detailed team 

information is not available, however in order to understand the trends for current and 

future demands, Sport England’s Active People Tool has been used to assess the level of 

latent demand for bowls in the study area. As shown in Table 71 below, the level of 

projected latent demand for bowls in England has been applied to the population of the 

study area to show the total amount of estimated latent demand in each of the local 

authorities. It should be noted that the latent demand figure for England as a whole has 

been used as data is not available for APS10 Population figures have been used for all 

ages between 30 and 79 as these are likely to be the age groups that are likely to 

participate in bowls. 

Table 71 – Estimated latent demand for bowls in Rother and Hastings 

  
Latent 

Demand 
(APS10) 

Population30 
(30 – 79) 

Projected 
latent 

demand 

Number of courts 
(available to 
community) 

Additional 
demand per 

court 
(participants) 

Rother 0.19%  58,487  111 13 9 

Hastings 0.19%  54,529  103 6 17 

 Table 71 illustrates that there is a small amount of projected latent demand for bowls in 

the study area, with a potential additional 9 and 17 participants per club for Rother and 

Hastings respectively. It should be noted, however, that this number assumes a full 

conversion of latent demand to actual participation and in practice this is not possible due 

to the additional barriers to entry, such as cost and time availability. 

 Furthermore, this analysis considers all Rother and Hastings residents between the age 

of 30 and 79, in order to capture the vast majority of potential participants. In contrast to 

this, when the dominant market segments for Bowls participants in Sussex are analysed, 

using the Sport England Market Segmentation tool31, the following dominant segments 

are provided; 

 Roger and Joy: Early retirement couples, aged 56-65 

 Ralph and Phyllis: Comfortable retired couples, aged 66+ 

 Frank: Twilight years gents, aged 66+ 

 Elsie and Arnold: Retirement home singles, aged 66+ 

                                                      
 
30 Rother and Hastings Population Projections for 2016 - (Rother District Council: 2016) 
31 Market Segmentation Tool (2010: Sport England) 
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 This illustrates that the vast majority of bowls participants are aged 50+, which can be 

attributed to factors such as the low impact nature of the sport and the current scheduling 

of the sport to take place during the working day. When considering these demographics, 

the analysis can be re-run to focus on participants between 50 and 80 in Rother and 

Hastings, which provides the following results. 

Table 72 – Estimated latent demand for bowls in Rother and Hastings 

  
Latent 

Demand 
(APS10) 

Population32 
(50 – 79) 

Projected 
latent 

demand 

Number of courts 
(available to 
community) 

Additional 
demand per 

court 

Rother 0.19%  40,737  77 13 6 

Hastings 0.19%  31,438  71 6 12 

 Table 72 illustrates that when a more realistic segment of potential bowls participants is 

taken into consideration, if there was 100% conversion from latent demand to actual 

participants then there would be an additional 6 and 12 participants per club in Rother 

and Hastings respectively. Taking into consideration the previous comments on the 

potential conversion rates and given that none of the clubs have stated that they are at 

maximum capacity during the demand consultation, it can therefore be concluded that no 

additional bowls facilities are required in the study area to satisfy the current demand for 

bowls. 

Table 73 – Site by site analysis for council owned bowls sites Rother and Hastings 

Site Name 
Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision 

(PV) 

Alexandra 
Park 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
This is a well maintained facility with approximately 45 members.  

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

Battle Bowls 
Green 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan 
which is well maintained and home to a club that has recently 
enjoyed a growth in membership numbers. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

Beckley Bowls 
Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Egerton Park 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E 
Roof tiles on the pavilion would benefit from additional work, 
however the club has stated that the current provision is fit for 
purpose. 

PV Disabled access to the facility is poor and should be improved. 

Fairlight Bowls 
Green   

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

                                                      
 
32 Rother and Hastings Population Projections for 2016 - (Rother District Council: 2016) 
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Site Name 
Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision 

(PV) 

Guestling 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E Ancillary facilities would benefit from modernisation throughout. 

PV 
The club are currently looking for support to achieve club 
aspirations to incorporate a club house as Guestling Playing 
Fields.  

Gullivers 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E 

The recent development proposal results in the loss of one of the 
two greens (one green has been disused for circa 10 years). The 
proposal sees the ancillary facility being demolished and rebuilt 
as part of the scheme, along with the replacement of a two rink 
indoor bowls facility. The remaining bowling green will also be 
restored. . 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Iden Bowls 
Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Northiam 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV Disabled access to the facility is poor and should be improved. 

Peasmarsh 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Pett Bowls 
Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Polegrove 
Bowls Green 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
This is the home site of Bexhill Bowls Club and is one of the 
largest in the study area. 

E 
The facility was identified as poor on inspection and would benefit 
from refurbishment. There is an on-going issue with a leaking roof 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Rye Bowls 
Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Sidley Bowls 
Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Staplecross 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

West Marina 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
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Site Name 
Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision 

(PV) 

study.  

Westfield 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

White Rock 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E 
Enhancement of the ditch channels at the site has been identified 
as a short term development which will improve the quality of the 
overall facility. 

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

Winchelsea 
Bowls Green 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study.  

PV 
No further potential provision has been identified as part of this 
study.  

 

 The summary box below shows the key findings for bowls for the Rother and Hastings 

PPS 

Table 74 – Bowls summary box for Rother and Hastings  

Bowls Summary Box 

 Bowls is played across 19 sites in Rother and Hastings at bowls greens 

owned by the Local Authority, Parish Councils and private bowls clubs 

 The general trend for bowls demand in the study area is consistent, with the 

majority of clubs stating that membership numbers had stayed at a similar 

level across previous years and was not projected to grow in the future. This 

is consistent with national trends, which indicate a falling demand for bowls 

across the country but a consistency of demand in rural areas with ageing 

populations 

 This is consistent with the calculations for latent demand, which do not 

identify future demand for new facilities as the small amount of projected 

increase can be satisfied by the current supply of bowls clubs. It is not 

possible to utilise the team generation calculation for Bowls club as the 

detailed team information is not available 

 The proportion of bowls participant’s in the study area is higher than the 

national average, however the national trends indicate a downward trend for 

bowls  

 The largest clubs in the area (no. of members) are Clive Vale Lawn Bowls 

Club, White Rock Bowls Club, Gullivers Bowls Club and Polegrove Bowls 

Club 

 The key priorities for bowls in the study area are focussed on ancillary 

facility development and improve disabled access to clubhouses and 

pavilions, as well as improving the ditch channels at White Rock (Falaise 

Road) 
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 American Football 

 American Football in the UK governed by British American Football, which provides 

participation support to local authorities and American Football clubs across the UK. 

 British American Football released their national strategy for Great Britain in 2013. ‘From 

School Yard to Super Bowl’ cited that British American Football is currently in a period of 

unprecedented opportunity, with new funding opportunities, a medium term commitment 

to the UK market by the National Football League and continuously enhanced media 

coverage of the NFL, NCAA and US sports in general providing a tremendous platform33 

 The strategy also identified the following vision to act as the centre point of a 

communication strategy; 

“To develop an infrastructure which is capable of developing and sustaining the 

wider possible participation and interest in the game of football; facilitating the 

development of talent to the highest competitive levels; and is recognised both in 

Great Britain and internationally as being defined by endeavour and excellence in 

all areas” 

 Rother and Hastings has one American Football team, the Hastings Conquerors, who are 

a growing club and one of the largest in the area. Their priorities will be covered 

throughout the demand and supply sections detailed below. 

 Supply 

 The main site used by Hastings Conquerors is Bexhill Road Recreation Ground, which 

they use primarily for matches. The club also uses Tilekiln, Battle Sports Centre and 

Buckswood school, depending on availability.  

 Table 75 below provides details of their home ground only. 

Table 75 – American Football site summary in Rother and Hastings 

Site Name 
Community 
use on site 

Security of 
Use  

Owners 
Adult 

Pitches  
Junior/Minis 

Bexhill Road 
Recreation 
Ground 

Available Secured 
Local 
Authority 

1 0 

 Demand 

 In order to assess the demand for American Football across the study area, Hastings 

Conquerors have been consulted with. This will provide an idea of the trend for American 

Football in the study area, however this cannot be cross-checked with Active People due 

to the lack of data on American Football within the tool. 

 Table 76 below provides a summary of the consultation undertaken with Hastings 

Conquerors and identifies the key trends for American Football in Sussex. 
                                                      
 
33 ‘From School Yard to Super Bowl’ - http://goo.gl/7uTncV (British American Football: 
2013) 
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Table 76 – Key comments from American Football clubs across Rother and Hastings 

Club Consultation Summary 

Hastings 
Conquerors   

The club is based at Bexhill Road recreation ground and has over 70 
members (adults and junior). The club has identified that AF is one of the 
fastest growing sports in the UK. They have not carried out much 
recruitment locally and are still not known by the majority of residents. The 
club expects a high increase in participants (+30) in the next three years. 
This is driven by the lack of supply for American Football, with the club 
being the only AF club within 1 hour’s drive. 
 
The club is looking for assistance in recruitment and education of coaching 
staff, as well as an improved standard of playing facilities. The club would 
ideally like to have use of a 3G pitch, which would allow contact and 
reduce the amount of training and games called off by poor weather. The 
lack of appropriate club house at Bexhill Road is also an issue as there is 
nowhere currently for the 100 players and coaches to congregate after a 
game. 

 This consultation illustrates the growing popularity of American Football in the study area 

and emphasises the need for the Playing Pitch Strategy to support this and provide 

actions and recommendations that allow the club to continue growing and getting more 

local residents active. 

 Supply and Demand Analysis 

 Following consultation with Hastings Conquerors and an analysis of the amount of 

capacity for American Football in the study area, there appears to be a deficit of capacity 

in the study area to satisfy the demand for American Football.  

 The capacity analysis below illustrates the balance of supply and demand at Bexhill Road 

Recreation ground, which includes the demand and supply for rugby union at the same 

site. It is key to include both sports in the analysis as they use the same pitches for 

competitive matches.  

 Due to the absence of Sport England data for American Football, it is not possible to 

quantify the latent demand for the sport. It is therefore key to take the views of the club 

into considerations, which indicate that there is significant latent demand both nationally 

and within the south-east.  

Table 75 – Capacity analysis for American Football in Rother and Hastings 

Site Name Pitch type Quantity 
Supply 

(Capacity) 

Demand 
(matches + 
training in 

match 
equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 
SNR JNR 

Bexhill Road 
Recreation 
Ground 

Senior 1 0.5 1.5* 0.5 -1.5* 
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SITE-BY-SITE ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY 

 In order to allow American Football in grow in the study area, access to improved training 

and match pitches is required. The detailed recommendations on how the Councils and 

the NGB’s should look to support this will be included in the Action Plan section of this 

report. 

 The site by site analysis shown in Table 76 below provides more detail on the justification 

for facility improvement for American Football facilities in the study area.  

Table 76 – Site by site analysis for American Football in Rother and Hastings 

Site Name 
No. Of 
Pitches  

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Score 

Balance – 
Capacity 

for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), 
Enhancement (E) or Provision 

(PV) 

Bexhill 
Road 
Recreation 
Ground 

1 
Senior 

D1/MO 
(POOR) 

-1.5 

PR 

This site should be protected 
as playing pitches in the 
Local Plan. The site has a 
single rugby pitch that is used 
by St Leonards Cinque Ports 
Rugby Club and Hastings 
Conquerors American 
Football Club.  

E 

Both clubs have identified the 
pitch as being of poor quality 
and subject to drainage 
problems. The key issue with 
the rugby pitch is the lack of 
appropriate ancillary facilities. 
The timber clubhouse it at the 
end of its life and needs 
replacing. HC in particular 
have stated that they 
currently have approx. 100 
people coming to watch their 
games and there are 
currently no amenities for 
supporters to use. There is 
also no disabled access, 
which means some 
spectators are not able to 
access the pitches to watch 
the games. Alternative 
training grounds are also 
required for both of the clubs, 
to reduce the wear on the 
single grass pitch. 

PV 

As above, the site requires 
an enhanced ancillary facility 
that can be used by the rugby 
club and American football 
clubs and generate 
secondary revenue, as well 
as providing facilities for 
supporters.  
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 The summary box below shows the key findings for American Football for the Rother and 

Hastings PPS 

Table 77 – American Football summary box for Rother and Hastings  

American Football Summary Box 

 American Football in Rother and Hastings is played by Hastings 

Conquerors, who attract demand from across the study area and 

neighbouring local authorities 

 The club is growing and is one of the largest in the south east of England 

 The club is based at Bexhill Road Recreation Ground and has over 70 

members (adults and juniors) 

 The club expects a high increase in participants (30+) in the next three 

years. This is influenced by the lack of competing supply, with Hastings 

Conquerors being the only AF club within 1 hours’ drive. The club also 

believes there is significant latent demand for American Football in the UK, 

however Active People data is not available to quantify the amount of latent 

demand 

 Priorities for American Football in the study area are  

o Providing assistance to the club in the recruitment and education 

of coaching staff 

o Improve the overall standard of playing facilities, with the ideal 

outcome being the use of a 3G AGP that can be used for full 

contact sports 

 An improvement or replacement of the ancillary clubhouse at Bexhill Road 

Recreation Ground, to provide facilities for the 100+ players and coaches to 

congregate and socialise after a game. 
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 Scenario Testing 

 Horntye Park and Pilot Field Scenario 

INTRODUCTION 

 Horntye Park Sports Complex is a privately owned facility (owned by the Horntye Trust) 

that provides a sand-based AGP, a cricket pitch and pavilion, as well as indoor sports 

and conference facilities  

 Due to issues with the financial sustainability of the site, the Trust is currently looking at 

alternative options to deliver sports within the study area, using a more commercially 

viable business model34. 

 In line with the 2013 Sport England guidance, the PPS is required to look at study area 

specific scenarios in order to explore key issues and evaluate the viability of possible 

recommendations and actions.  

 With this in mind, the Steering Group for the project has decided that it is pragmatic to 

test a scenario that includes the closure of all sport provision on Horntye This will enable 

the Steering Group to analyse the full amount of displaced demand that would be created 

if the Trust was successful with its plans to relocate the Horntye Park Sports Complex. 

The scenario will also explore the potential relocation of the facilities at the Pilot field, as 

Hastings United Football Club have also expressed plans to relocate to an alternative site 

in the future. The potential relocation of the pitch at the Pilot Field may be considered in-

conjunction with the relocation of facilities at Horntye Park  

 This analysis can then be used to inform the facility mix for any new facilities built as a 

result of either or both of these proposals.  

SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 

 The table below shows all current demand that would be displaced should either one or 

both scenarios (relocation of the Horntye Park Sports Complex and/or relocation of the 

Pilot Field) be realised. This table shows demand in a mixture of hours per week and 

match equivalents, depending on the core measure used in the main PPS report. 

  

                                                      
 
34 It should be noted that the testing of this scenario does not in any presuppose the 

relocation of such facilities, it simply considers the balance of facilities (in terms of 
demand) that would need to be re-provided elsewhere.  
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Table 78 – Horntye Park and Pilot Field Scenario Test 

AGP 

Site Club 
Match Demand 

(Hours Per 
Week) 

Training Demand 
(Hours Per Week) 

Total Demand 
(Hours Per 

Week) 

Horntye Park 
Sports Complex 

Hastings Town 
United 2000 

1 12 13 

Icklesham 
Casuals FC 

(Rother) 
- 2 2 

South Saxons 
Hockey Club 

7 6.5 13.5 

Cricket 

Site Club 

Match 
Demand 
(Matches 

Per Season) 

Training Demand 
(Hours per week) 

Total Demand 
(Matches Per 
Season/Hours 

per week) 

Horntye Park 
Sports Complex 

Hastings & St 
Leonards Priory 

CC 
94 7 94/7 

Football 

Site Site Site Site Site 

The Pilot Field 
Hastings United 

FC 
1.5 - 1.5 

DISPLACED DEMAND 

 With regards to the Horntye Park Sports Complex, the table above illustrates that with the 

projected level of displaced demand, a full-sized sand-based AGP, capable of providing 

facilities for competitive hockey, would be required in order to meet the need of South 

Saxons Hockey Club.  

 There is also demand for AGP use by football clubs, which is currently provided by the 

sand-based facility at Horntye. In line the FA’s long term strategic objectives, as well as 

recent FA survey results, it would be preferable for this demand to be satisfied by a 3G 

AGP facility. It is key to note however, that hockey cannot be played on a 3G surface, 

therefore if this facility was to be replaced with a 3G AGP, then an additional sand-based 

facility will need to be re-provided for the hockey club. 

 Relating to cricket demand, the current Horntye Park facility satisfies demand for 94 

matches (58 senior and 36 junior), with a maximum capacity of 115 matches for the 

season. The Horntye Park site does not currently have any non-turf pitches. 

 In terms of the Pilot Field site, the table above illustrates that there is a demand of 1.5 

match equivalents per week for grass football pitches. This is significant in the case of the 

Pilot Field as the current facility caters for Hastings United Senior Club, who play at Step 

4 of the FA participation ladder. As a result of this, any replacement provision would need 

to either maintain or improve the overall quality of provision and adhere to, at least, all of 

the current FA ground requirements that the Pilot Field does. 

 



                                   
   
  Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy 
 

Page 150 of 176 

ADDITIONAL POINTS OF NOTE 

 Due to the location of the sites in question, both sites have a key role to play within their 

local neighbourhoods, representing a significant proportion of sports provision for 

residents in the study area. Any replacement site would need to be suitably accessible for 

local residents in Hastings, in order to serve the needs of hard to reach residents in the 

most deprived areas of the borough. 

 It should also be noted that the Horntye Park Sports Complex also includes a number of 

indoor facilities (sports hall, indoor cricket nets, conference facilities/function rooms, 

board room, bar and catering facilities). The replacement of these facilities would also 

need to be considered but this is outside of the scope of this scenario test as these do not 

fall within the PPS requirements. Further information and data on the supply and demand 

for these facilities can be seen in Hastings’ 2015 Indoor Leisure Facilities Strategy. 
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 Summary of Key Findings 

 The following section provides a summary of the key findings for each of the sports 

analysed in the previous sections. 

 Football 

Table 79: Key findings for Football 

Football Summary Box 

 The supply and demand analysis indicates there is a deficit of capacity 

across Rother and Hastings for grass football pitches, with deficiency being 

most severe for youth 11v11 pitches and mini soccer 5v5 pitches. Note: This 

analysis is undertaken using a reduced maximum carrying capacity for 

pitches of all sizes, based on widespread drainage issues as well as the lack 

of Sunday league football across the study area, as agreed with the FA as 

the most appropriate reflection of match play for the study area 

 Although the data for the study area as a whole shows a deficit for grass 

pitches, when considered on its own, Hastings has a surplus of senior 

pitches but a deficit of youth and mini pitches 

 Balance figures; adult football +11.5 pitches, youth football -19.5 pitches and 

mini soccer -1.5 pitches 

 This balance shows that there is an overall deficit of football pitches across 

Rother and Hastings, with only adult football showing a surplus of supply. In 

reality, this surplus is undermined by youth and mini-soccer teams playing 

matches on adult sized pitches 

 To address the negative balance across adult and youth 11v11 pitches, it is 

recommended that additional capacity of 8 match equivalents per week is 

developed across the study area. This can be achieved through the 

development of 3 11v11 good quality grass pitches, the improvement of 

existing standard and poor quality pitches, or a combination of the two 

 The Councils should also explore the option of remarking adult and youth 

pitches as mini soccer pitches, to address the deficit and provide small 

children with fit-for-purpose football facilities 

 A key FA priority for Rother and Hastings is to develop a collaborative pitch 

maintenance programme for the study area, with club officers, council 

officers and volunteers benefitting from a joint equipment bank and training 

by qualified FA pitch experts 

 A significant proportion of football pitches are owned and managed by the 

respective local authority or local parish council’s, with a general downward 

trend in pitch quality identified throughout club consultations 

 The Councils are looking for more efficient ways to distribute their 

maintenance budgets and would like to work with the National Governing 

Bodies to prioritise and deliver pitch and facility maintenance projects 
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Football Summary Box 

 A number of the key clubs in the area, such as Bexhill United and Little 

Common FC, play on sites owned by the local authority however these sites 

are unable to meet the requirements of the FA for the level of competition 

played by each of the club’s first teams. This also applies to Westfield FC 

however the arrangement is different at this site is leased from the Parish 

Council 

 The report has highlighted instances of demand displacement from within 

the study area to neighbouring local authorities, caused by operational and 

financial issues at the original sites. RDC and HBC have an ambition, where 

possible, to bring these clubs (and associated demand) back into the study 

area, and will work with the club to ensure fit-for-purpose facilities area 

available. 

 A number of locally owned authority site are currently protected as part of 

Hastings Borough Council Planning Policy, namely; Ark William Parker, 

Sandhurst Rec, The Pilot Field. Tilekiln Rec, Tackleway and the Firs. 

Gibbons field is not protected as a playing field but is protected as green 

space 

 A common issue across the sites is the quality of ancillary facilities, which 

are in some cases unfit for purpose and urgently requiring re-development 

 There is a deficit of 3G AGP supply, with a recommended need for between 

4.8 and 5 full size 3G pitches (1.4 and 3.6 in Hastings and in Rother 

respectively), based on FA calculations. There are not currently any Fifa 1* 

3G pitches in the study area that are suitable for competitive football. While 

the FA calculation identifies a need for 5 new pitches across the study area, 

following consultation with the FA and the Councils, this is not a realistic 

aspiration due to the rural nature of much of the study area, as well as the 

lack of funding opportunities. The output of this strategy is therefore a 

recommendation to develop 3 full size pitches across the study area (2 in 

Rother and 1 in Hastings), with a view to reviewing this model as and when 

this output is achieved 

 The following requirements should be addressed for any new 3G facility 

across Rother and Hastings; 

o Able to serve areas of high relative population density, such as 

Bexhill and Hastings, in order to ensure that demand for the 

facilities is consistent and they are accessible to the greatest 

possible number of participants 

o Developed in line with a usage agreement that ensures 

community use at peak times (1700 – 2200 weekdays and all 

day throughout the weekend) 

o Utilises a consistent pricing policy for residents. Pricing policies 

should be affordable for grassroots clubs. This should include a 
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Football Summary Box 

match-rate at weekends that is equivalent to the LA national turf 

pitch prices 

o Be able to satisfy the requirements for FA Step 5 and 6 grounds, 

to ensure that local football clubs can continue to move up the 

FA affiliated football ladder. Note: this is not required for all new 

facilities but appropriate availability should be provided to the 

competitive clubs who require these facilities. This includes 3G 

stadia Step 5 & 6 facilities where appropriate and where the 

operating model is financially sustainable 

o Facilities are to be built to FIFA quality concept for Football Turf – 

FIFA quality (previously FIFA 1 star) accreditation. These should 

be tested and registered on the FA 3G pitch register. 

 In order to secure the sites and develop the appropriate facilities to meet the 

needs of local residents, the Councils and the FA should look to explore the 

use of education sites, in order to maximise use during school time and also 

utilise on-site maintenance teams for general upkeep. School sites should 

be considered where the appropriate community development outcomes 

can be secured and a sinking fund for carpet replacement can be full 

demonstrated 

 It is key that when looking at 3G AGP development and the business cases 

that support these projects, stakeholders adhere to a consistent pricing 

matrix for users. The development of an appropriate matrix should be 

discussed with the FA, in order to ensure consistent pricing across the study 

area and to make sure that ‘price wars’ do not emerge between competing 

facilities 

 There is currently no Sunday League competitive football played in either 

Rother and Hastings. It should be noted that if this type of football (affiliated 

but low standard adult football) was to increase in demand and there was 

sufficient demand for a competitive league, the demand for facilities and the 

resulting wear and tear of grass pitches would increase. 

 

 Cricket 

Table 80: Key findings for Cricket 

Cricket Summary Box 

 There is an overall surplus of cricket wickets across the study area. 

 There is a lower number of non-turf pitches than would normally be 

expected in an area with the demand for cricket that is present in Rother and 

Hastings. This leads to a small number of sites being over-capacity, with 

clubs unable to use non-turf pitches for youth cricket. In line with ECB 
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guidance, the use of non-turf pitches should be limited to junior cricket and 

training, however the development of high quality non-turf pitches would 

reduce the wear and tear on the existing grass pitches and improve the 

overall quality of cricket in the study area.  

 The shortfall is particularly apparent in Bexhill and Hastings, where users 

regularly report not being able to secure facilities for Saturday PM match 

slots during the summer 

 Team generation rates, calculated using national population growth 

projections, suggest that there will be negative growth in demand for cricket  

 Balance figures for 2016 (not including non-turf pitches) - +412 wickets 

(Rother) and +71 (Hastings) 

 While the TGR does not identify any projected growth, the Councils have 

predicted an increase in the demand for women and girls cricket across the 

study area, with both the Councils and the ECB actively looking to increase 

the amount of ladies’ cricket that is played. 

 Key priorities for cricket in the area include;  

o Confirming the long term strategy for Bexhill CC in terms of 

preferred pitch location.  

o Work with Sidley CC regarding their aspirations to return to 

playing cricket in Bexhill  

o Confirm the long term playing location for Hastings and St 

Leonards Priory CC, considering the uncertainty surrounding the 

Horntye Park Sports Complex 

o Providing further capacity at peak Saturday PM match times, to 

allow users to book facilities more easily, either through more 

efficient management of match timetables or the provision of 

additional pitches and squares in Bexhill and Hastings. 

o Assisting the rural clubs with continued development of both 

playing and ancillary facilities  

 Users are finding it increasingly difficult to secure matchplay facilities in the 

areas of Bexhill and Hastings. While cricket is well supplied in the rural parts 

of the district, further capacity is required in the more urban areas. 

 Increasing the number of opportunities for women and girls to play cricket 

and improving the ‘offer’ in order to attract and retain new participants 

 Rugby 

Table 81 – Key findings for Rugby  

Rugby Summary Box 

 There are three main rugby clubs in Rother and Hastings; Rye RFC, 

Hastings and Bexhill RFC and St Leonards Cinque Ports RFC 

 The three key sites that have community use all have deficiency of supply, 

with Ark William Parker Academy calculated as having the most significant 
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deficit. It should be noted that while the balance for rugby at Bexhill Road is 

balanced, when American Football is taken into consideration then a deficit 

is created 

 The RFU are looking to support all three clubs to improve their facilities and 

continue to attract new players and social members 

 Both Rye Rugby Club and Bexhill Road Recreation ground suffer from 

having poorly maintained pitches, which leads to a low carrying capacity due 

to the amount of time these pitches need to recover following a match or 

training session 

 61% of rugby matches at Bexhill Road Recreation Ground were cancelled in 

2015/16, which significantly limits the ability of St Leonards Cinque Ports 

RFC  

 Team generation rates across the study area project a small growth in mini-

rugby demand, however this is offset by a projected reduction in demand for 

senior rugby 

 The RFU is looking to encourage clubs to be part of the Pitch Improvement 

Programme. This will provide detailed maintenance and facility development 

advice, as well as funding for equipment and materials. 

 An urgent output of the study is the need to support Rye Rugby Club (-6) 

and Hastings and Bexhill RFC (-9.5) to reduce the deficit of pitches at their 

respective homegrounds. This can be achieved by increasing the quality of 

existing pitches, increasing the quantity of provision, or a combination of the 

two. Clubs across the study are would benefit significantly from having 

access to a 3G AGP facility for training purposes, therefore the secured use 

by rugby of any new 3G developments in the study area should be explored 

 If land is available, the Council and the RFU should be looking to secure 

new pitches for Rugby in the area. New rugby sites should be well located 

within 15 minute drive time to Bexhill and/or Hastings. There should also be 

the option to transfer ownership of the asset to the rugby club if the club is 

willing. Any new site that is developed for rugby and maintained by the local 

authority will need to have a clear agreement stating the required level of 

maintenance and responsibilities of each party in order to maintain the 

quality of the grass pitches and the ancillary facilities 

 There has been no further requirement for new rugby provision in the rural 

areas of the local authority. 
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 Hockey 

Table 82 – Key findings for Hockey  

Hockey Summary Box 

 South Saxons Hockey Club is the only club in Rother and Hastings, running 

9 teams across senior men, women and juniors 

 Hockey is played at Horntye Park Sports Complex, where the sand-based 

surface was identified as poor and requiring replacement.   

 With the on-going uncertainty over the future of Horntye Park Sports 

Complex, it is important that provision for hockey in the study area is 

protected and South Saxons are able to use a facility that is fit for purpose 

and continues to allow the club to grow the amount of hockey played in the 

study area 

 South Saxons have identified latent demand for hockey, which could be 

addressed if there was further capacity for additional Saturday match play. 

This is likely to be addressed by the recommendation to build 3G facilities 

elsewhere in the study area, as casual use and small sided commercial 

football, played both at the weekend and during peak weekdays, could be 

displaced elsewhere, therefore providing greater capacity for hockey usage. 

 Tennis 

Table 83 – Key findings for Tennis  

Tennis Summary Box 

 Tennis is played across Rother and Hastings, with supply provided by a 

combination of membership-based clubs and local authority owned public 

courts 

 The general quality of tennis supply was deemed to be marginally higher in 

Hastings (78% compared to 74%), however there is significantly more 

supply in Rother due to the difference in size and large amount of rural 

areas serviced by their own courts 

 The Councils own and manage a number of key facilities, such as Alexandra 

Park, Falaise Road and Egerton Park 

 Following consultation, the LTA has stated that it is looking to partner with 

local authorities in park court redevelopment projects, and would like to work 

with the Councils to identify sites where this would lead to the greatest 

growth in participation. 

 Although latent demand is identified when using the Sport England Active 

People Tool, following consultations it can be concluded that additional 

courts are not required to meet capacity. The Councils and the LTA should 

instead prioritise the improvement of quality for existing sites. 

 The LTA have identified a deficit of indoor tennis facilities in the study area 
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 Stoolball 

Table 84 – Key findings for Stoolball  

Stoolball Summary Box 

 Stoolball is played across Sussex, which has the highest proportion of 

stoolball participants for any country across the UK 

 Stoolball is growing, with new clubs emerging in Sussex, Kent and Surrey 

and matches being played not only during weekday evenings but also at the 

weekends 

 Stoolball in Rother and Hastings is played at cricket facilities with clubs 

utilising playing and ancillary facility normally used by the local cricket club. 

 Of all cricket sites used for Stoolball in the study area, the following sites 

scored the highest on assessment; 

o Ark William Park Academy, Battle Area Sports Centre, The 

Clappers, Staplecross Recreation Ground, King George V 

Playing Fields and Ashburnham Recreation Ground 

 Following consultation with Stoolball England, the key priorities for the area 

are to; 

o Focus on the continued growth of the sport through the general 

improvement in facilities and marketing 

o Work with the cricket clubs to develop ancillary facilities and 

improve social areas 

 Work with Ark William Parker to fix facility hire fees and maintain stoolball at 

the site 

 Bowls 

Table 85 – Key findings for Bowls  

Bowls Summary Box 

 Bowls is played across 19 sites in Rother and Hastings at bowls greens 

owned by the Local Authority, Parish Councils and private bowls clubs 

 The general trend for bowls demand in the study area is consistent, with the 

majority of clubs stating that membership numbers had stayed at a similar 

level across previous years and was not projected to grow in the future. This 

is consistent with national trends, which indicate a falling demand for bowls 

across the country but a consistency of demand in rural areas with ageing 

populations 

 This is consistent with the calculations for latent demand, which do not 

identify future demand for new facilities as the small amount of projected 

increase can be satisfied by the current supply of bowls clubs. It is not 

possible to utilise the team generation calculation for Bowls club as the 

detailed team information is not available 
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 The proportion of bowls participant’s in the study area is higher than the 

national average, however the national trends indicate a downward trend for 

bowls  

 The largest clubs in the area (no. of members) are Clive Vale Lawn Bowls 

Club, White Rock Bowls Club, Gullivers Bowls Club and Polegrove Bowls 

Club 

 The key priorities for bowls in the study area are focussed on ancillary 

facility development and improve disabled access to clubhouses and 

pavilions, as well as improving the ditch channels at White Rock (Falaise 

Road) 

 American Football 

Table 86 – Key findings for American Football  

American Football Summary Box 

 American Football in Rother and Hastings is played by Hastings 

Conquerors, who attract demand from across the study area and 

neighbouring local authorities 

 The club is growing and is one of the largest in the south east of England 

 The club is based at Bexhill Road Recreation Ground and has over 70 

members (adults and juniors) 

 The club expects a high increase in participants (30+) in the next three 

years. This is influenced by the lack of competing supply, with Hastings 

Conquerors being the only AF club within 1 hours’ drive. The club also 

believes there is significant latent demand for American Football in the UK, 

however Active People data is not available to quantify the amount of latent 

demand 

 Priorities for American Football in the study area are  

o Providing assistance to the club in the recruitment and education 

of coaching staff 

o Improve the overall standard of playing facilities, with the ideal 

outcome being the use of a 3G AGP that can be used for full 

contact sports 

 An improvement or replacement of the ancillary clubhouse at Bexhill Road 

Recreation Ground, to provide facilities for the 100+ players and coaches to 

congregate and socialise after a game. 
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 Summary and Action Plan  

 Overview 

 In order to continue the development of sport and physical activity across Rother and 

Hastings, it is expected that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch 

Strategy project, continues to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as 

part of the strategy. 

 Through a detailed supply and demand analysis of the 8 sports included in the scope of 

the strategy, as well as stakeholder consultations across the study area, an action plan 

has been created, which will guide the steering group in their delivery of sports provision 

and facility decisions over the next 10 years. 

 This section provides a detailed action plan, broken down by site with clear owners, 

timescales and expected resources. This is shown overleaf in Table 87. 

 The table identifies potential sources of external funding (not provided by Rother District 

Council or Hastings Borough Council). It should be noted that funding for the actions 

below could come from one, or a combination, of funding sources. This is not an 

extensive list and could be extended to other sources, depending on availability. 

 CIL Monies 

 Section 106 funding 

 Community Grants Schemes 

 The Action Plan does not identify all those clubs that may be partners or provide 

resources in relation to its delivery.  It is assumed that where clubs have a long-standing 

interest in a specific site that they will be a partner in delivering the actions and contribute 

financially or in-kind where appropriate. 

 The Action Plan does not identify Rother District Council or Hastings Borough Council as 

a key resource either in terms of officer time or finance, except for those sites owned 

and/or managed by the Council.  However, the Councils have an interest in all those 

projects delivered within each local authority area and may contribute towards them 

either financially or in-kind, as appropriate and subject to available resources. 

 In addition to this, the following high level recommendations for the study area are 

summarised below; 

 Increase the provision of 3G AGP provision across the study area, with 

the development of 2 full size pitches in Rother and 1 full size pitch in 

Hastings, all in line with the requirements and criteria set out in the main 

report 

 Continue to invest in the grass pitches across the study area, to improve 

the quality and reduce the amount of cancelled games during periods of 

poor weather.  

 Seek additional capacity of 8 match equivalents per week is developed 

across the study area for football. This can be achieved through the 
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development of 3 11v11 good quality grass pitches, the improvement of 

existing standard and poor quality pitches, or a combination of the two. 

 With regards to cricket, providing further capacity at peak Saturday PM 

match times, to allow users to book facilities more easily, either through 

more efficient management of match timetables or the provision of 

additional pitches and squares in Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Reduce the deficit of rugby pitches in Rye and Bexhill/Hastings. This can 

be achieved by increasing the quality of existing pitches, increasing the 

quantity of provision, or a combination of the two. Town and Parish 

Councils should look to collaborate with the National Governing Bodies 

in order to enhance current maintenance practices.   

 Explore opportunities to develop the basic maintenance capabilities of 

volunteers and local residents through sharing knowledge and expertise, 

providing training and setting up equipment banks where practical 

 Use the existing Institute of Groundsmen (IOG) reports to inform the re-

prioritisation of maintenance work across local authority owned pitches, 

in order to address sites with significant pitch quality issues 

 Collaborate with the ECB and the FA to address issues with 

‘bottlenecks’ on Saturday PM match slots (lack of facilities available at 

peak time). In terms of cricket, this could be through more efficient 

management of match timetables or the provision of additional pitches 

and squares in Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Utilise CIL Monies, Section 106 and other sources of sports related 

funding where available to fund the development of local sports facilities  
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Table 87 – Rother and Hastings PPS Action Plan  

Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Alexandra 
Park (H) 

Tenn-1 

This is the largest active local 
authority owned site in 
Hastings and benefits from 
access to public toilet facilities 
due to its location in the park 

1. Work with the LTA to explore the 
potential of the LTA Investment Fund, 
which can then lead to investment at 
Alexandra Park 
2. Explore utilising LTA funding to 
develop floodlights and improve overall 
court quality, as well as running LTA 
programmes at the courts throughout 
summer evening and weekends 

HBC 

LTA 

HBC officer 
time to bid for 
funding 
HBC match 
funding 
LTA facility 
grant 

Short Medium 

Ark William 
Parker 
Academy (H) 

Crick-1 

The practice nets are 
currently unusable and 
require renovation if the site is 
to be used for community use. 

Work with the ECB to renovate the 
practice nets to allow training and match 
day use. 

Ark William 
Parker 
Academy 

ECB 
HBC 

ECB grant 
funding 
HBC officer 
time 

Medium Low 

Rug-1 

Drainage issues have been 
identified at the site, following 
an initial pitch improvement 
project at the site. The 
changing facilities are also not 
fit for purpose for female and 
disabled users 

1. Work with the RFU to confirm ongoing 
maintenance and investment 
programme, to build on the progress 
made during the pitch improvement 
programme. 
2. Invest in moveable floodlights, to allow 
training to take place off the pitches and 
for training space to be moved around 
the ground depending on the state of the 
grass. 

Hastings and 
Bexhill RFC 

HBC 
RFU 
AWP 
Academy 

RFU support 
HBC officer 
time 

Short Medium 

Stool-1 

There is a risk that prices for 
hire are increased by the 
academy, leading to the club 
not being able to afford to use 
the facility 

Seek to agree a formal agreement with 
the academy with a commitment to fixing 
prices over an agreed term, to provide 
the club with medium to long term 
security of tenure. 

Stoolball 
England 

HBC 
AWP 
Academy 

HBC officer 
time 

Short Medium 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Ashburnham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Crick-2 

The mobile net that has been 
previously used for training on 
the square is broken and not 
fit for purpose. 

Work with the ECB to access the small 
grants scheme and apply for a 
new/repaired roll-on net. 

Ashburnham 
and Penhurst 
PC 

RDC 
ECB 

ECB grant 
funding 

Medium Low 

Beckley 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Tenn-2 

The site needs significant 
refurbishment as it is not 
currently fit for purpose or an 
attractive place to play tennis 

Ascertain if there is local demand for  
tennis provision and if so, work with the 
LTA to apply for funding for new or 
refurbished facilities.. 

Beckley PC 

RDC  
LTA 

LTA grant 
funding 

Medium Low 

Battle Area 
Sports Centre 
(R) 

Foot-2 

Although the site scored well 
during the assessment, this 
pitch currently suffers from 
drainage issues, which limits 
availability of community use. 

Work with the FA and the IOG to confirm 
the cause of the drainage issues. 

Battle Area 
Sports 
Centre  

RDC 
IOG 
Battle TC 
Claverham 
College 
FA 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Battle Sports 
Centre Officer 
Time 
FA 
maintenance 
grants/funding 

1. Short 
 
 
 
 
2. Medium 

1. Low 
 
 
 
 
2. High 

Battle 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-3 

Site users have identified 
drainage issues at the site, 
however drainage ditches 
have recently been dug, 
which are likely to have a 
positive impact on the quality 
of the pitches during periods 
of wet weather. 
Levelling work is also needed 
to bring the junior pitch up to 
the required standard. 

1. Undertake a new assessment of the 
pitches during the 2016/17 season to 
confirm the impact of new drainage 
ditches.  
2. Carry out levelling work to the junior 
pitch 

Battle TC 

IOG 
RDC 
FA 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Battle TC  

Medium Low 

Bexhill Rug-2 The school has stated that 1. Work with RDC planning team to Bexhill Bexhill Short Low 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Academy (R) they would be prepared to 
discuss the use of grass 
pitches for rugby training, 
however floodlights would be 
required in order to make this 
feasible during the winter. 

confirm whether it is possible to obtain 
planning consent for new floodlights 
2. If point 1. Is successful, work with the 
RFU to confirm whether the installation 
of floodlights at the academy would be 
beneficial, practical and financially viable 
and if so, support the school in 
applications for funding.  

Academy 

RDC 
RFU 

Academy 
Resources 

Bexhill Road 
Recreation 
Ground 
(Located in 
RDC LA area 
but owned and 
managed by 
HBC) 

Foot-6 

The football pitches at the site 
suffer from drainage issues, 
with a high number of 
cancelled matches occurring 
from November to February. 

1. Re-prioritise the maintenance effort, 
especially during periods of wet weather, 
to address drainage issues and reduce 
cancellation. Utilise the outputs of the 
2015 IOG reports to provide greater 
detail and instruction on maintenance 
requirements 
2. Introduce strict use policy, with no 
casual use on the marked pitches, in 
order to allow recovery time for high use 
areas. 
3. Review pitch layout to ensure most 
efficient way to meet demand  

HBC  

RDC 
FA 

HBC officer 
time 
RDC officer 
time 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Re-
prioritisation of 
HBC 
maintenance 
scope 

1.Medium 
 
 
 
2. Short 
 
 
 
3. Short 

1. High 
 
 
 
2. Medium 
 
 
 
3. Medium 

Foot-7 

The timber ancillary facility on 
the Hastings side of the site 
has reached its end of life and 
needs replacing. The 2nd 
ancillary is also in a poor 
state. 

1. Rationalise the current ancillary 
facilities and invest in the existing 
western pavilion to ensure the facility is 
fit for purpose. Work with the FA and the 
RFU to refine the design of the facility 
and engage with the Hastings 
Conquerors on their needs and ambition 
to develop the social side of the club 
using a bar area. 
2. Work with the Community Interest 
Company who manage the adjacent Hub 
and wider Combe Valley Park area to 

HBC 

RDC 
FA 
Sport England 

HBC officer 
time 
FA Football 
Foundation 
 

Medium High 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

explore potential joint developments to 
serve the need of local residents. 

Rug-3 

There is a lack of appropriate 
ancillary facilities for rugby. 
The timber clubhouse it at the 
end of its life and needs 
replacing. 

1. Rationalise the current ancillary 
facilities and invest in the existing 
western pavilion to ensure the facility is 
fit for purpose. Work with the FA and the 
RFU to refine the design of the facility. 
2. Work with the new Visitor HUB 
Community Café facilities next door to 
explore the potential for both the Rugby 
Club and the American Football Club 
making use of the Hub facilities. 

HBC 

RDC 
RFU 
Sport England 

HBC officer 
time 
RFU facility 
funding 
 

Medium High 

AF-1 

There is a lack of appropriate 
ancillary facilities for American 
football. The timber clubhouse 
it at the end of its life and 
needs replacing. 

1. Rationalise the current ancillary 
facilities and invest in the existing 
western pavilion to ensure the facility is 
fit for purpose. Work with the Hastings 
Conquerors on their needs and ambition 
to develop the social side of the club 
using a bar area. 
2. Work with the Community Interest 
Company who manage the adjacent Hub 
and wider Combe Valley Park area to 
explore potential joint developments to 
serve the need of local residents. 

HBC 

RDC 
BAF 
Sport England 

HBC officer 
time 
BAF facility 
funding 

Medium High 

Bodiam 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-8 

The pitch quality score has 
identified issues with the 
pitch, particularly drainage, 
which is supported by user 
consultations. 

Work the FA to determine whether 
investment in improved drainage and 
maintenance would represent value for 
money with consideration of demand and 
the site’s location on a flood plain.   

Bodiam PC 

IOG 
RDC 
FA 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

Medium Low 

Brightling Park 
(R) 

Crick-3 
The pavilion is in poor 
condition and is not fit for 

 Replace the clubhouse with a basic 
modern structure that can be used by the 

Brightling CC 

Brightling 
Brightling Park 
Trust 

Medium Low 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

purpose. cricket club and for local community use 
and leisure events. 

Park Trust 
Brightling PC 
RDC 

ECB grant 
funding 

Burwash 
Common 
Cricket Club 
(R) 

Crick-4 

The square does not currently 
have an artificial pitch on the 
square, which limits the 
amount of junior cricket that 
can be played during the 
season. 

Work with the ECB to apply for small 
grants funding for a new non-turf pitch on 
the edge of the square. 

Burwash 
Common 
Cricket Club 

ECB 
Burwash PC 
RDC 

ECB grant 
funding 

Medium Low 

Catsfield 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Foot-9 

The site scored poorly on 
assessment, with particular 
focus on the maintenance 
programme. The Parish 
Council currently undertake 
the maintenance and further 
support and resources for 
basic pitch maintenance 
would improve the overall 
quality of provision.  

Work with the FA to provide the Parish 
Council with advice on best practice 
maintenance techniques and if required, 
use an Institute of Groundsmanship 
assessment to identify key issues at the 
site. 

Catsfield PC  

FA 
RDC 
IOG 

FA pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Catsfield PC 

Short Low 

Crick-5 

On inspection, significant 
issues were identified with 
rabbit holes and damage to 
the surface, which was 
deemed to be partially unsafe 
on inspection.  

1. Work with the Parish Council to 
improve security against animal damage 
2. Work with the ECB to provide 
guidance on pest control for publicly 
owned pitches. 

Catsfield PC  

ECB 
RDC 

Catsfield PC 
officer time 

Short Low 

Stool-2 

The club has stated that dog 
fouling is an issue and the 
outfield would benefit from 
periodic rolling to ensure it 
maintains evenness. 

1. Work with the Parish Council to 
improve signage at the site, in order to 
reduce dog fouling. 
2. Collaborate with the cricket club to 
organise for volunteers to use the cricket 
club maintenance equipment to roll the 
outfield. 

Catsfield PC  Catsfield PC Short Low 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Crowhurst 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-10 

The pavilion is in need of 
major refurbishment, with the 
timber floor and verandah 
being the main priorities. 
There is a proposal to reduce 
the frequency of mowing due 
to resource constraints. 

Ensure that the current level of 
maintenance is at least maintained, in 
order to reduce the risk of the site quality 
degrading further. 

 
Crowhurst 
PC 

FA 

Crowhurst PC  Short Medium 

Crowhurst 
Park Cricket 
Club (R) 

Crick-6 

The pavilion requires 
significant attention as the 
timber frame is currently 
rotting. The club is also 
looking to formalise the tenure 
of the site with Sport England 
and the ECB. 

1. The club should look to sign a long 
term community use agreement with the 
landowner to ensure long term security 
of tenure. 
2. Work with the ECB to confirm the best 
approach for the pavilion (renovation or 
replacement) and support the club in this 
development  

Crowhurst 
Park CC 

Battle TC 
ECB 
 

Crowhurst 
Park CC 
volunteer time 
Claremont 
School 
ECB facility 
funding 

1. Short 
 
2. Long 

1. Low 
 
2. Medium 

Drewett 
Cricket Field 
(R) 

Crick-7 

The pavilion requires 
refurbishment and if 
completed, would ensure the 
site is an example of high 
quality rural cricket provision.  

Refurbish the ancillary facility to ensure 
the facilities meet the need of the club 
and local residents 

Hurst Green 
CC 

ECB 

ECB grant 
funding 
Hurst Green 
CC volunteer 
time 

Long Low 

Egerton Park 
Bowls Green 
(R) 

Bowls-1 
Disabled access is poor and 
should be improved 

Work with Bowls England to apply for 
funding to plan for and implement 
improved accessibility at the site.  

Egerton Park 
BC 

RDC 
Bowls 
England 

RDC  
Bowls 
England 
facility funding 
SE facility 
funding 

Medium Low 

Falaise Road 
(H) 

Tenn-4 
This site is currently out of 
service due to the poor quality 
of facilities.  

Confirm with the LTA whether it is 
realistic for funding to be assigned to the 
site. If this is not feasible, look to re-
designate the courts as open space or 
an alternative sports facility. 

HBC 

LTA 

HBC officer 
time 
LTA funding (if 
required) 

Short High 

Frewen 
College (R) 

Crick-8 
The school is looking to 
increase community use at 

1. Northiam CC should look to sign a 
formal community use agreement with 

Frewen 
College 

 
Frewen 

Medium low 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

the site, however there is not 
a formal security use 
agreement in place between 
Northiam CC and Frewen 
College.  

the school to ensure a long-term security 
of tenure 
2. Begin planning for a replacement 
pavilion and identifying how that will be 
funded. 

Northiam CC 
RDC 
 

College 
Sport England 
RDC 

George 
Meadow (R) 

Crick-9 

The club has been affected 
significantly by vandalism, 
with attempts to reduce this 
using anti-climb paint resulting 
in the vandals smearing the 
paint over the new artificial 
wicket. 

1. ECB to support the club in improving 
the measures to reduce vandalism 
2. Apply to ECB small grants fund, in 
order to install improved net facilities at 
the club 

Battle CC 

Battle TC 
ECB 
RDC 

Battle TC  
ECB advice 
and support 
ECB small 
grants fund 

Short Medium 

Guestling 
Bowls Green 
(R) 

Bowls-2 
The ancillary facilities are 
dated and require 
refurbishment  

Work with Guestling Parish Council to 
refurbish the clubhouse. 

Guestling 
Bowls Club 

Guestling PC 
RDC 

Bowls 
England 
facility funding  

Long Low 

Guestling 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Foot-11 

The pitches are maintained by 
the Parish Council and 
currently receive minimal 
maintenance and are of poor 
overall quality. The pavilion 
falls short of modern 
standards 

1. Support the Parish Council with their 
ambitions of bringing the previously used 
senior football pitch back into use. 
2. Work with Sport England to develop a 
business plan for redeveloping the 
pavilion 

Guestling PC  

FA 
RDC 

FA facility 
funding 

Medium Medium 

Horntye Park 
Sports 
Complex (H) 

Hock-1 

The sand-based carpet is 
nearing the end of its life and 
requires replacing within the 
next year. 

If this site is to be continued to be used 
as hockey provision, replace the sand-
based carpet. 

England 
Hockey 

South Saxons 
HC 
Horntye Trust 
HBC 
Sport England 

England 
Hockey 
facilities 
funding 
Horntye Trust 
funding 
HBC officer 
time 

Short High 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Crick-10 

This is a very high quality 
cricket site however there is 
uncertainty over the future of 
the site. 

1. Ensure that if any displacement of 
demand occurs, the cricket club are 
provided with facilities that are equally as 
good or better than the current facilities. 
2. Explore the possibility of a second 
pitch nearby, to increase the capacity for 
cricket matches at peak time on a 
Saturday afternoon.  

ECB 

HBC 
None Short High 

Icklesham 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-12 
The football club do not 
currently pay anything for the 
use of the site. 

Review operational model and consider 
a small charge, which can be used to 
contribute to a sinking fund for ongoing 
maintenance and facility improvements . 

Icklesham 
PC 

RDC 
Icklesham PC Short  Low 

Foot-13 

The maintenance of the site is 
poor and needs to be 
addressed by basic, improved 
maintenance procedures. 

Incorporate additional turf management 
tasks into the current grounds 
maintenance arrangement  

Icklesham 
PC  

RDC 
FA 

Icklesham PC Short Medium 

Crick-11 

The pavilion has recently 
been refurbished following 
vandalism and now needs 
further modernisation. 

If Rye CC continue to use the site for 
formal cricket, then work with the ECB to 
relocate or refurbish the pavilion and 
seek support in improving the measures 
to reduce vandalism. 

Rye CC 

ECB 
RDC 

ECB facility 
grants and 
Rye CC 
funding 
Icklesham PC 

Medium Low 

Stool-3 

The facilities at the cricket 
club that are used by the 
stoolball club are very poor 
and the site requires a new 
pavilion to allow mixed 
changing.  

Pending a decision on the future of 
cricket at the site, the Stoolball Club 
should look to work with the cricket club 
and football club to source funding for a 
new ancillary facility, including basic 
changing rooms and a social area, 

Stoolball 
England 

Icklesham PC 
RDC 

Stoolball 
England and 
Icklesham 
Stoolball club 
funding 
Icklesham PC 

Medium Medium 

Iden Playing 
Field (R) 

Foot-14 

This pitch scored very poorly 
on assessment, with some of 
the worst drainage in the 
study area and severe sloping 
and wear. 

 If the site is to be retained as playing 
pitches, identify how additional 
maintenance could improve the pitch and 
how this could be financed. 

Iden PC 

RDC 
FA 

Iden PC Short Medium 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

King George V 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Stool-4 

The Stoolball Club has 
identified that the toilets and 
disabled access are not 
currently fit for purpose. 

Work with the Parish Council, the ECB 
and the cricket club to improve disabled 
access to the ancillary facility.  

Stoolball 
England 

Mountfield PC 
ECB 
RDC 

Stoolball 
England 
funding 
Mountfield PC 

Medium Low 

Little Common 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-15 

This site scored well during 
the site assessments, 
however the site has been 
identified by the club as 
having poor drainage, leading 
to match cancellations in the 
wettest times of the year.  

If stakeholders are prepared to pursue, 
then look at passing greater 
responsibility for maintenance to Little 
Common FC. This  will include the 
training of volunteers on maintenance 
procedures, including any new 
machinery.  

RDC 

FA 
Little Common 
FC 

RDC  
FA 
maintenance 
funding 

Medium Medium 

Foot-16 

Little Common FC require an 
enclosed pitch to meet the FA 
requirements for their level of 
competitive football, however 
this is not feasible at the 
current site due to the wider 
requirements of the Council. 

On the assumption that Little Common 
Recreation Ground cannot support the 
requirements for Step 6, ensure LCFC is 
earmarked to have sole use or a share of 
any new or redeveloped football site 
within the study area that satisfied Step 6 
requirements, 

RDC 

Little Common 
FC 
FA 

RDC 
FA 
Little Common 
FC 

Short High 

Crick-12 

On inspection, significant 
issues were identified with 
rabbit holes and damage to 
the surface, which was 
deemed to be partially unsafe. 

1. Work with the ECB to provide 
guidance on pest control for publicly 
owned pitches. 
2. Monitor the performance of the current 
grounds contractor to ensure all requisite 
maintenance is being undertaken at site.  

LCR CC 

ECB 
RDC 

RDC  Medium Low 

Crick-13 
The club has identified that 
new practice nets are a 
priority development. 

Work with the ECB to access the small 
grants scheme and apply for new static 
practice nets 

LCR CC 

ECB 
RDC 

ECB small 
grants funding 
RDC  

Medium Low 

Northiam 
Playing Fields 
(R) 

Foot-17 

There is no drainage system 
at the site and as a 
consequence the pitches are 
unplayable during the wettest 
periods of the season. The 

Work with the FA and the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues. 
Refurbish the ancillary in line with league 
and club requirements. 

Northiam PC 

RDC 

RDC officer 
time 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 

Medium 
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Site 
Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

ancillary is also not fit-for-
purpose and needs 
refurbishing 

IOG study 
resources 

Oaklands Park 
(R) 

Foot-18 

The current site cannot satisfy 
the level of demand for junior 
and adult football and there is 
no further space at the site to 
increase the number of 
pitches. 

1. Ensure that Sedlescombe Rangers FC 
is provided with consistent training and 
match slots on any new 3G AGP 
development sites that are accessible to 
club members. 
2. If stakeholders are prepared to 
pursue, then look at passing greater 
responsibility for maintenance to 
Sedlescombe Rangers FC, which will 
include the training of volunteers on 
maintenance procedures, including any 
new machinery.  

Sedlescombe 
PC 

Sedlescombe 
Sports 
Association 
SR FC 
FA 
RDC 

RDC 
Sedlecombe 
PC officer time 

FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
SRFC  

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 

1. High 
 
 
2. Medium 

Pett 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Crick-14 

The club has identified that a 
roll-on net would allow 
practice to occur on the 
square. 
The site is currently over-
capacity for cricket. 

1. Work with the ECB to access the small 
grants scheme and apply for a new roll-
on practice net. 
2. Work with the ECB to install a non-turf 
pitch on the square, in order to reduce 
the demand for grass pitches by junior 
teams. 

Pett CC 

Pett PC 
ECB 
 

ECB grant 
funding 
Pett CC 
volunteer time 

Medium Low 
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ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 

addressed 

Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 

preference 

Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

Polegrove 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-19 

The site is significantly over-
capacity and the users have 
identified that the quality of 
pitches are poor and that 
maintenance is not 
undertaken at the required 
regularity. 
At least one further pitch is 
required in order to reduce the 
deficit of supply at the site, 
however this is unlikely to be 
feasible due to the spatial 
constraints at the site. 

1. Work with the FA and the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues. Prepare a 
specification to address this and seek 
funding for implementation 
2. Monitor the performance of the current 
grounds contractor more closely to 
ensure all requisite maintenance is being 
undertaken at site. 
3. If stakeholders are prepared to 
pursue, then look at passing greater 
responsibility for maintenance to Bexhill 
United FC, which will include the training 
of volunteers on maintenance 
procedures, including any new 
machinery.  

RDC 

Bexhill United 
FC 
Glenco FC 
FA 

RDC  
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
IOG study 
resources 

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 
 
 
3. Medium 

Medium 

Crick-15 

The club has stated that the 
site is not of a requisite quality 
for the standard that the 1st 
team currently plays at, 
primarily because of the 
pavilion. The club is looking 
for either a major 
refurbishment or a new site. 

Continue to work with the ECB to test 
whe’her further development of the new 
facilities at St Mary's Lane in Bexhill is 
viable.  

Bexhill CC 

ECB 
 

ECB support 
CIL/S106 

Short High 

Crick-16 
The club has stated that it 
currently does not have fit-for-
purpose practice facilities. 

Work with the club to apply for ECB 
small grants funding, to be used for non-
turf practice wickets to be used 
throughout the week for training 
purposes. 

Bexhill CC 

ECB 
RDC 

ECB small 
grants funding 

Short Medium 

Bowls-3 

The pavilion was identified as 
poor on inspection and would 
benefit from refurbishment. 
There is an ongoing issue 

Refurbish the ancillary facility, working 
with Bowls England to define the ideal 
design for a clubhouse. 

RDC 

Bowls 
England 
Bexhill Bowls 

RDC 
Bowls 
England 
facility funding 

Long Medium 
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ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 
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Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 
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Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

with a leaking roof Club 
Fields in Trust 

Riverhall Lane 
(Mountfield) 
(R) 

Foot-20 
The playing pitch suffers from 
poor maintenance and has 
issues with drainage 

 Work with the FA and Mountfield FC to 
improve the maintenance programme at 
the site and provide support and advice 
to the club, who currently maintain the 
site. 

Mountfield 
FC 

FA 
RDC 

Mountfield FC 
volunteer time 
FA officer time 
 

Medium Low 

Rye Cricket 
Salts (R) 

Foot-21 

The site currently suffers from 
poor drainage, with 32% of all 
football cancelled due to an 
unfit pitch during the 2015/16 
season. 

 Invest in the maintenance of the new 
11v11 adult pitch and look to transfer 
demand from poor pitches in 
neighbouring villages, such as 
Peasmarsh or Beckley 

RDC 

FA 

Beckley 
Rangers 

RDC  
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

1. Short 
 
 
2. Medium 

Medium 

Crick-17 
The current non-turf pitch 
requires refurbishment as it is 
not currently fit-for-purpose. 

 Work with the club to apply for ECB 
small grants funding, to be used to 
refurbish or replace the non-turf wicket 
on the square, which can then address 
the demand issues by reducing the 
demand for grass wickets by the junior 
teams. 

ECB  

Rye CC 
RDC 

ECB small 
grants funding 
RDC 

Medium Low 

Sandhurst 
Recreation 
Ground (H) 

Foot-22 

The site suffers from poor 
drainage, with 24% of all 
football bookings being 
cancelled due to the condition 
of the pitches. The ancillary is 
also not fit-for-purpose 

1. Work with the FA and the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues and provide 
recommendations on future maintenance 
requirements for the contractor.  
2. Work with the maintenance contractor 
to ensure that maintenance is being 
carried out as per specified in the 
contract. 
3. Use the 2015 IOG report to inform the 
re-prioritisation of the maintenance 
schedule to reflect the needs of the 
particular site. 
4. Undertake a feasibility study for the 

HBC 

IOG 
FA 

IOG study 
costs 
Update of 
HBC 
maintenance 
contract 

Short High 
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ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 
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Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 
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Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

refurbishment of the ancillary facility and 
work with the FA to refine the spec for 
any new developments. 

Sidley Sports 
and Social 
Club (R) 

Foot-23 

This site was repossessed in 
2015 due to financial 
mismanagement. The site 
was previously a Step 5 
football ground and provided 
a high quality of football 
provision for local residents. 
The site is not currently in 
use. 

1. Ensure that this site is protected and 
that any development on the site leads to 
replacement of facilities to at least the 
same or improved level of quality and 
facility mix.  
2. If possible, look to bring the site back 
into use and work with relevant clubs to 
confirm operational arrangements for 
ground-shares  or for using the site as a 
home ground. 

RDC 

FA 

RDC 
Heart of Sidley 
Group 

Medium High 

Foot-24 

If this site is to be used for 
competitive football, the 
current ancillary is not fit for 
purpose. 

If the site is to be used for football, work 
with the FA to develop a new ancillary 
facility including changing rooms and a 
social area. 

RDC 

FA 

RDC  
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 
Heart of Sidley 
Group 

Long Medium 

Crick-18 

The square is not currently 
used for cricket and will 
require significant investment 
in order to get it to an 
appropriate playing standard. 

Work with the ECB to estimate the 
amount of work and funding that would 
be required to bring the quality of the 
facilities back to the level they were at 
before the site was re-possessed.  

RDC 

ECB 

RDC 
Heart of Sidley 
ECB facility 
funding 

Long Medium 

Sidley 
Recreation 
Ground  (R) 

Foot 25 

Shortfalls in maintenance are 
thought to be contributing to 
the level of cancellations. 
The pavilion needs to be 
modernised so as to conform 
to FA standards and not to 
detract from the aesthetics of 
the area. 

Monitor the performance of the grounds 
maintenance contractor more closely to 
ensure that the sports pitch maintenance 
tasks are carried out as per the 
contracted specification. 
Investigate opportunities to fund a design 
feasibility study for a refurbished pavilion.  

RDC 

Heart of 
Sidley 

RDC 
Heart of Sidley 

Medium Long 
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ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 
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Key Action(s) 
Numbering indicates order of 
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Partners 
(Lead=Bold) 
Supporting 

partners 

Key external 
resource 

implications 

Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

St Mary’s 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Crick-19 

This site is being used on 
occasion by Bexhill CC as a 
second ground for lower 
senior and junior teams to 
play and train and 
consideration is being given to 
relocating the first team to this 
location. 

Work with the ECB to estimate the total 
funding that would be required to bring 
the site up to a requisite quality for 
competitive cricket. 

Bexhill CC 

RDC 
ECB 
Fields in Trust 

Bexhill CC 
RDC   

Short Low 

Crick-20 

A shipping container is 
currently being used as an 
ancillary facility. A new 
ancillary would be required if 
the ground is to be used as a 
permanent ground for Bexhill 
CC. 

Continue to improve the quality of the 
square and outfield in order to establish 
more regular use of the facility by the 
lower senior and junior teams.   

Bexhill CC 

ECB 
RDC 
Fields in Trust 

Bexhill CC 
volunteer time 
ECB facility 
funding 

Short Medium 

Stonegate 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-26 
The structure of the pavilion is 
not fit for purpose and may be 
unsafe. 

Undertake a survey to determine the 
integrity of the pavilion’s structure and 
electrics and provision made to address 
any identified issues both in the short 
term and the longer term, 

RDC 

FA 
Ticehurst PC 

Survey costs 
Structural and 
electrical 
remediation 
cost 

Short Low 

Swan Meadow 
Playing Field 
(R) 

Foot-27 

The site is over-capacity and 
the users have identified that 
the quality of pitches are poor 
and that maintenance is not 
undertaken at the required 
regularity. 
At least one further pitch is 
required in order to reduce the 
deficit of supply at the site, 
however this is unlikely to be 
feasible due to the spatial 
constraints at the site. 

Undertake an independent agronomist 
study, through the Institute of 
Groundsmanship, to confirm the cause of 
the drainage issues. 

Burwash 
Playing 
Fields 
Association 

RDC 
FA 
IOG 
Burwash FC 

IOG study 
costs 
Burwash PC 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

Short Medium 

Tackleway FC Foot-28 Basic maintenance needs to 1. Audit current grounds contractor to Tackleway HBC officer Short Low 
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Action 

ID 
Issue / opportunity to be 
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Timescale – 
Sh: 0–2 yrs 
Med: 2-5 yrs 
Lng 5-10 yrs 

Priority - 
depending 
on overall 

impact 

(H)  be improved, such as regular 
grass cutting, however the 
pitch is in relatively good 
condition. 

ensure all requisite maintenance is being 
undertaken at site.  
2. If a new maintenance contractor is 
required, or if the scope of the 
maintenance contract is required to 
change, work with the FA to refine the 
requirement and key deliverables for a 
pitch maintenance contract. 

FC  

HBC 
FA 
 

time 
FA support 

The Down (R) Foot-29 

The pavilion is in need of 
modernisation and further 
investigation is needed to 
ascertain the best approach to 
improving drainage. 

1. Investigate opportunities to fund a 
design feasibility study for a refurbished 
pavilion.  
2. Work with the FA and IOG to 
determine the most cost effective 
approach to improving drainage. 

RDC 
 

RDC 
FA 
IOG 
 

Long Low 

Ticehurst 
Village 
Club/Ticehurst 
Recreation 
Ground (R) 

Foot-30 

Players must use the toilets at 
the back of the village hall 
which are in a poor condition 
and are vulnerable to 
vandalism.  There is only 1 
gents urinal and 1 ladies 
toilet.  The changing 
accommodation is provided in 
a separate portacabin. 

Improve the toilet provision and provide 
fit-for-purpose facilities. 

Ticehurst PC 

Wadhurst 
Junior FC 
Ticehurst 
Village FC 
RDC 
FA  
Beatrice 
Drewe Trust 

FA 
Beatrice 
Drewe Trust 
Ticehurst PC 

Medium Medium 

Tilekiln 
Recreation 
Ground (H) 

Foot-31 

There is currently no 
additional drainage 
infrastructure on site, with the 
site suffering from poor 
drainage during periods of wet 
weather. 

Work with the FA and the IOG to confirm 
the cause of the drainage issues. 

HBC 

FA 
IOG 

HBC officer 
time 
IOG study 
costs 
FA Pitch 
Improvement 
Programme 

Medium High 
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