
Communication with Natural England about proposed ground 

mounted solar arrays 
 

All correspondence between the council and Natural England since 7th January 2019 

is listed here (the names of officers from both Hastings Borough Council and Natural 

England have been redacted as is normal procedure): 

Start of correspondence: 

8th January 2019 08:31 Hastings Borough Council to Natural England 

Good Morning, 

 Hastings Borough Council is currently assessing the viability of constructing two 

1MW Solar Farms to be located in an area designated as AONB and also either 

abuts or is close to a SSSI.  I have been asked to contact you prior to commencing 

any studies, such as LVIA, EIA, etc to ascertain whether NE would object to these 

proposed Solar Farms, or whether NE would support the proposed construction 

(subject to further studies and assessments)? 

 I have attached two plans which should hopefully help identify the three sites 

however should you require any further information please let me know? 

 Many Thanks 

 

18th January 2019 16:09 Natural England to Hastings Borough Council 

Dear <<>>, 

 Thank you for contacting Natural England for pre-application advice on the 

proposed Solar Farms in Hastings Country Park. From the details contained in your 

email and attached plans, there is currently insufficient information to enable Natural 

England to provide a substantive response to this proposal.  

 Paragraph 170 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) highlights the 

need to protect and enhance valued landscapes through the planning system. As 

you have acknowledged, the site is within the High Weald Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (AONB). Under the NPPF, this landscape should be afforded the 

highest status of protection in relation to the conservation and enhancement of 

landscape and scenic beauty (para 172). In accordance with the High Weald AONB 

management plan, the key components of the High Weald AONB should be 

conserved and enhanced.  



 The NPPF states that major development within an AONB should be refused other 

than in exceptional circumstances and where there the development is in the public 

interest (para 172).  Whilst it is for the competent authority to determine what 

constitutes major development, the NPPF states that all development within AONBs 

should be limited in scale and extent, in order to conserve the landscape and scenic 

beauty of the AONB. As the site is located within the AONB, the proposal needs to 

be assessed against the three tests listed in para 172, with clear and reasonable 

justification if exceptional circumstances and public benefit are to be demonstrated. If 

it cannot be proven that these criteria are met, it is our advice that the proposal 

should not be pursued.  

 If this proposal is pursued, we advise you to obtain a Landscape & Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA) together with information on proposals for any avoidance and 

mitigation measures in order to assess the significance of potential impacts on the 

protected landscape. We refer you to the ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment’ (3rd edition, 2013) produced by the Landscape Institute for 

further guidance. As part of the assessment, you may want to consider whether any 

local landscape features or characteristics could be incorporated into the 

development in order to respect and enhance local landscape character and 

distinctiveness, in line with local landscape character assessments and the AONB 

Management Plan.  

 With regards to ecological impacts, we recommend use of our SSSI Impact Risk 

Zones (available on Magic and as a downloadable dataset). This information can be 

used for a rapid initial assessment of the potential risks posed by development 

proposals. 

 Natural England has introduced a Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) so that we 

can work with applicants, developers, consultants and local authorities to take 

appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early stage of the process 

in order to improve the quality of applications before they are submitted. We believe 

this could help to save our customers time and money in the long term, whilst also 

securing good outcomes for the natural environment.  Should you wish to consult us 

for further pre-application advice on this proposal (including advice on LVIA) please 

visit the GOV.uk website for more information and a downloadable request form, 

which is also available here. 

 I hope this information is helpful. Please contact me should you have any queries 

regarding this response.  

 Kind regards 

 

1st February 2019 14:53 Hastings Borough Council to Natural England 

Dear <<>>, 



I am writing to seek an opportunity to brief you directly in relation to Hastings 

Borough Council’s plans to assess the viability of constructing solar power 

installations in Hastings and at Wilting Farm in Crowhurst, just outside the Borough 

boundary. 

In agreeing to do this work Cabinet asked that officers have contact with Natural 

England.  One of our officers, <<>>, wrote to Natural England and received a reply 

from <<>> on 18th January.  I attach this correspondence for ease of access.  In this 

your colleague stated quite reasonably that “there is currently insufficient information 

to enable Natural England to provide a substantive response to this proposal.” 

I would like to arrange to discuss this with you and explain in more depth our thinking 

and why we believe this is potentially an attractive and deliverable proposition, the 

steps we intend to take to mitigate potential environmental damage and to share 

benefits of the work with community partners.  It is inevitable that a development like 

this will arouse strong feelings and so I wanted to share both the current phased 

process and the context of the proposal.  We would intend to obtain advice from your 

Discretionary Advice Service as we take this forward.   

If you can spare the time I and colleagues would be more than happy to come to 

your offices or meet you in Hastings as you wish. 

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 

 

12th February 2019 08:31 Natural England to Hastings Borough Council 

<<>> 

I am very happy to meeting up and this can form the start of any Pre app input you 

need from NE.  Please ask your team to set up the DAS as per Amy’s e mail below 

and we will organise a meeting ASAP.  

If you just want an Initial high level conversation do feel free to ring any time or set 

up a scheduled call.  

I look forward to meeting up. 

End of correspondence. 

Dialogue between Hastings Borough Council and Natural England is ongoing. It will 

mainly be conducted through the Discretionary Advisory Service. This is as 

requested by Natural England.   

 


