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Hi, it’s Kim here, with this week’s update from Hastings Borough Council. 

The summer holidays are over, and our children are returning to school lots for the first time 
since lockdown began. I know that many parents and students may be nervous about this 
return. Teachers and other staff have worked hard to devise systems that keep everyone as 
safe as possible and things will be different in schools and colleges 

East Sussex County Council who are the education authority, have lots of guidance on their 
website about what can be expected in education settings for the foreseeable future. And of 
course, you can always contact the school directly if you have concerns. The value of 
education can’t be underestimated, and I wish everyone a safe, happy return. It is important 
that the government listen to the concerns of headteachers and other professionals about 
what resources and measures are needed.  

Although our schools will be fully open again and we feel an increasing sense of normality, 
we still need to be careful and keep ourselves and others safe. It is vitally important to keep 
social distancing, wearing a face covering if we can wherever we should, and washing or 
sanitising our hands regularly. 

This week the footballer Marcus Rashford has formed a taskforce with some of the UK's 
biggest food brands to try to help reduce child food poverty.  
On behalf of Hastings, a town which prior to the pandemic had the highest levels of child 
poverty in the south east, thank you Marcus for highlighting and campaigning on this issue.  
Ending child poverty is essential.  
Thanks to all those organisations in our town who are supporting families and children who 
are living in poverty. 
 
In other news you may have heard that we are currently working on a new Local Plan. 
This will set out a vision for the borough until 2039 and our plan for the development of our 
town.  
 
We’re due to officially consult on the plan this autumn, but we’d like to hear your early 
thoughts now about what’s important to you.  
 
To get involved please go to our website www.hastings.gov.uk/local-plan and fill in our quick 
questionnaire. 
 
Finally, at this week’s cabinet meeting it was decided that the council would proceed with the 
installation of 15 electric vehicle charging points. These charging points will be installed in 
Priory Street and Carlisle Parade underground car parks.  
 
This project is one of many set out in the council’s climate change action plan to help to 
make Hastings carbon neutral by 2030. 
 
 We are also urging East Sussex County Council to make plans to install on street charging 
points so that residents without off road parking can charge electric cars at home.  
 
Everyone can do something to help the environment and you can find more information on 
our website. 
 



As always, thanks for listening and please stay safe. 
 


