
 
 

  

   
 

   
      

  
       

    

     
     

    
     

       
    

 
    

     
 

    
 

    
  

 

   
   

  

   
      

  
    

     
      
    

    
    
   

  

Cllr Forward leader’s video script 23.10.2020 

Hi, it’s Kim here with this week’s update from Hastings Borough Council. 

This week I will be talking about the coronavirus, selective licensing, full council and 
Halloween. 

I was delighted last week to see that the 1066 award was given to you, the people of 
Hastings for your incredible efforts to support and look after each other during this pandemic. 

This week we have seen a continued rise of cases nationally. More areas have moved to 
High or Very High, alert levels with all the restrictions that come with this. Meanwhile Wales 
has today begun a 2-week national lockdown. 

We have all tried to play our part to keep case numbers low locally since March and the 
Hastings’ Local Covid-19 alert level remains at Medium. 

Let’s keep it that way, doing what we can to stay safe and protect others, let’s social 
distance, cover our faces and wash our hands: space, face, hands. 

If you have any Covid-19 symptoms - a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a 
loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – or are told by NHS Test and Trace that 
you’ve been in close contact with someone with Covid-19, it is so important that you self-
isolate immediately and get tested. 

A reminder that last week our self-isolation financial support launched, and you can find out 
more on our website. 

In April this year the council submitted its application to the government for a new selective 
licensing scheme. 

This was to continue the good work of the existing scheme which both helps to regulate the 
quality of private rented accommodation in the town and ensure private rented tenants 
remain safe and secure in their homes. 

We should have had a decision within 8 weeks, but we still haven’t heard from the 
government department despite frequently raising our concerns, and our scheme comes to 
an end this Sunday. 

Consequently, we don't know when or if we will be able to continue the scheme. What we do 
know though is that our MP has contacted the Secretary of State to tell him that she doesn’t 
endorse the council’s application. I was shocked to hear this and urge her to listen to the 
voices of tenants and experienced housing officers and reconsider her position. 

This week was the council’s first ever virtual full council meeting. At the meeting the council 
passed all the motions proposed and you can find out about these motions and watch a 
recording of the meeting on our website. 

I am very concerned that the government has refused to extend the free school meals 
scheme to cover school holidays so as we head into half term there will be children in our 
town who will go hungry. Thank you to all the organisations and businesses here who are 
working hard to provide food for our children and families in need. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/


    
   

   

   

 

 

Finally, next week is Halloween which, like everything else this year, will be different. We are 
echoing Public Health and the NHS’s message by urging people to celebrate safely indoors 
this year. You can find ideas on the Your East Sussex website. 

Please stay safe, keep social distancing and remember the rule of 6. 
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