
Kim Weekly Video Update Script  
 
Hi, it’s Kim here. I trust that you are staying safe and managing to cope with the challenges and worries that you may be facing. 
Just a reminder that the Hastings community hub is still here for you if you’re struggling. Call 01424 451019 if you need 
urgent support or fill out our online form for less urgent requests. Please reach out if you need help.  
 
It’s National Carers’ week where we celebrate and recognise the vital contribution made by our country’s millions of unpaid carers: 
in East Sussex there are over 68,000 people who look after a relative, friend or neighbour who couldn’t manage without them. They 
are doing this all year round. Since the outbreak of the coronavirus they have been joined by many, many more people. Unpaid 
carers are the pillars of our health and social care systems and deserve to be properly supported. Thank you to everyone caring for 
someone else, we value you and recognise how difficult your role can be.  
 
Research published this week confirmed that the lockdown has saved lives and I believe that our collective actions have 
contributed to the relatively low infection and mortality rate in our town. We have been very clear in our messaging and people have 
taken care to follow the advice and have looked out for and supported each other. However there have been people in Hastings 
who have died from the coronavirus and our thoughts are with their families and friends as they are with those amongst us who 
have lost loved ones from other places.  
 
A report to our Cabinet meeting on Monday gave us the opportunity to look in detail at the council’s actions as a response to Covid 
-19 and you can find this report on our website. I announced the Cabinet members at this meeting, some of whom are new, and I 
believe we have a strong team that will best serve the needs of our council and town moving forwards. I have thanked the outgoing 
members for their service. I apologise to those of you who were watching as third-party technical issues curtailed the public part of 
the meeting. I think we all struggle sometimes with the challenges of adapting to the reality of our virtual lives! 
  
Our discretionary scheme for businesses has now been officially confirmed and is open for applications. Please visit our website  
www.hastings.gov.uk/discretionary for more information on which businesses are eligible and how to apply. If you have already 
filled in our expression of interest form we will be in touch. 
 
Remember you can’t apply for this scheme if you are eligible for the existing small business grant or retail, leisure and hospitality 
scheme. There are still businesses who are eligible for the small business grant scheme who haven’t applied, so please go to our 
website to check your eligibility.  
 



With many of our businesses allowed to open from Monday may I suggest that if you are deciding to go shopping that you buy local 
and support your local shops? More of the money spent in local shops stays in the local economy. As we move forward our priority 
must still be the safety and well-being of our staff and residents, and we must decide what is right for our town, so we will continue 
to be vigilant as the lockdown restrictions ease. We will continue to work with our partners to ensure we offer the support and 
guidance our residents and businesses need. We are reviewing the opening of our amenities. 
 
We have noticed an increase in litter and fly tipping in our open spaces and on our beaches recently. Our natural environment is 
there for us all to enjoy and it really isn’t okay to walk away from your rubbish: if you bring something onto the beach or to one of 
our many lovely green spaces then it is your responsibility to dispose of it properly and if necessary, take your rubbish home with 
you. Examples of things that people just walk away from are barbecues and large inflatables! 
 
Hastings Museum and Art Gallery’s Digital Quilt community artwork is finished now. It’s lovely and it shows just how talented and 
creative the residents of Hastings are!  
 
The museum wants to amplify and support the work of Black and ethnic minority creators, so they are commissioning responses to 
the death of George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter movement specifically from artists from those communities. Please visit the 
Facebook page for details. 
 
We continue to show our support for the BlackLivesMatter movement with Bottle Alley illuminated in purple. 
 
Please stay safe, stay well and let us all reach out to other with kindness. 
Thanks for listening, see you next week. 


