
Councillor Kim Forward Script 06.06.2020 

Hi, it’s Kim here, the leader of your council, checking in again. 

I hope you are staying safe and well and have been able to cope with any concerns and difficulties you may be facing with the support of 
others. 

It is national volunteers’ week so I am taking this opportunity to thank all the volunteers who have been working with us during the COVID-19 
crisis. The community hub only functions as well as it does because of the kindness and dedication of local volunteers. So many volunteers 
giving up their time working with organisations such as Kings Church, The Foodbank, Dom’s Food Mission, Surviving the Streets and other 
food charities as well as the NHS volunteer responders, Hastings Community Transport and Hastings Voluntary Action and of course those 
who volunteer through Hastings Emergency Action Response Team. From delivering essential medication to being available as a friendly voice 
down the phone, this wonderful work has helped so many people across our town. 

I am sorry if I haven’t named all the organisations whose volunteers have been part of this support network but from all of us at the council, and 
also on behalf of the residents I offer a big thank you to all the volunteers who have helped during this difficult time. Alongside the additional 
support that has been needed during this pandemic volunteers have been doing what they do all year round being there to support charities, 
organisations, clubs and those in need. We couldn’t manage without you, thank you. 

As always, the community hub is still here to help you. For urgent support please call 0 1 4 2 4 4 5 1 0 1 9, or for less urgent requests complete 
the online form. Please reach out if you need help. 

We are sticking to our message that Hastings is still closed to visitors as we want to keep the town safe and keep our infection rate as low as 
possible. Thank you for helping to spread the word and for being so understanding. The numbers of visitors to our town is considerably lower 
than we would normally expect over such a sunny period as we have just had. As I have previously said we are reviewing our policy on closure 
of our amenities and toilets on a weekly basis. 

As a council we unfortunately have no powers alone to enforce the Government’s guidelines in regard to social distancing or numbers of people 
meeting up and we can only continue to put out our messages. We do however work in close partnership with a variety of organisations, such 
as the police, trading standards and the health and safety executive, to try and ensure that COVID-19 safety guidelines are met in Hastings. 

We are responsible for making sure that only businesses that are allowed to be open are open and that they are trading in a safe manner. Our 
council and East Sussex County Council’s trading standards’ team have been working with businesses to make sure guidelines are being 



followed and residents are not being put at risk. The council, along with the Health and Safety Executive is also responsible for making sure all 
workplaces are implementing the appropriate COVID-19 health and safety standard. 

Please help us by reporting a business or workplace if you think they’re not following the Government’s COVID-19 guidelines by contacting our 
environmental health team. 

We are still here to help businesses of course and can offer advice and support about how they can keep their operations safe during the 
pandemic. Please contact us if you’d like any advice on reopening your business and/or following COVID-19 safety guidelines. You can find 
contact details on our website. 

I am really pleased that planning permission has been granted for the building of 28 small incubator business start-up units on the Churchfields 
Industrial estate. This project will provide not only the facilities for businesses but also the opportunity for support to start, grow and thrive. We 
are committed to helping to support local businesses and this is especially important now as they face the challenge of recovering from the 
impact of COVID-19.” All the units will be built sustainably which will minimise tenant costs and promote “greener” working.  Funding for this 
project has come from the South East Local Enterprise Partnership, the Connecting Hastings and Rother Together (CHART) Programme and 
the Council’s own capital programme. 

We’re following the guidelines at the council so as you know our meetings are virtual and you can watch them live from the comfort of your 
home! We have had two successful virtual meetings and I am pleased to see that people have been watching them. At our next meeting on 
Monday which is a meeting of the cabinet we’ll be discussing the council’s COVID-19 response. If you would like to watch then go to our 
website. 

You may have seen on social media that we have lit Bottle Alley in purple in memory of George Floyd and to show our support for the Black 
Lives Matter movement. At a time when we are all struggling to deal with this pandemic we must also remember the ongoing struggle that is the 
everyday reality for people from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic backgrounds where racism and discrimination prevent them from being 
treating with the respect and regard white people take for granted. We must listen to those voices calling for change and do all that we can to 
make it happen. 

Thank you for listening. Please be kind to each other and stay safe. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


