
Hi, it’s Kim here, with an update from Hastings Borough Council. 

Sadly, the virus infection rate in our town remains very high, significantly 
above the national average, and there is considerable pressure on our 
NHS services locally. Many people in our town are grieving for loved 
ones and my thoughts are with them.  

We must follow the lockdown rules and stay at home unless we have 
essential reasons for leaving and it is vitally important that we keep our 
distance from other people, wear a face covering and wash our hands 
regularly. Space, Face, Hands. If we feel unwell then we should book a 
test. Let’s keep working hard to limit the spread of the virus and its 
deadly effects. 

This week the COVID-19 vaccination programme started in Hastings 
and the vaccines are being offered in order of the government’s priority 
list. The NHS will contact you when it is your turn, so you do not need to 
contact the doctors yourself.  

Please be aware that there are scams offering the vaccine for a price. 
The vaccine will always be free and provided by the NHS. 

The council’s draft corporate plan, which sets out what we want to 
achieve, and the draft budget, which explains how we pay for it, are now 
on our website and we would really appreciate your comments. 

Our corporate plan has a vision for our town which is that it is a happy, 
welcoming place with a vibrant unique culture where everyone has their 
needs met and is supported and encouraged to live their best lives.  

The priorities in the corporate plan remain the same for 2021/22 despite 
an ever more challenging and uncertain financial position so we will work 
to: 

minimise our impact on the environment;  

tackle homelessness and poverty and do all we can to ensure good 
quality housing;  

keep Hastings clean and safe; 



make the best use of our land, buildings, public realm and cultural 
assets;  

progress our major regeneration schemes, particularly the Town 
Investment Plan;  

ensure that the council can survive and thrive into the future;  

and of course, we will do all we can to minimise the ongoing impact of 
the pandemic and assist our town’s recovery. 

We remain ambitious for our town even in these most difficult of times.  

After ten years of government austerity cuts the council was already 
facing its most challenging financial period before Covid-19 struck. 
There are even higher levels of uncertainty now which makes it even 
harder to balance our budget and we will be using some of our reserves 
to do so.   

Please visit our website and let us know what you think by February 8th, 
so that we can consider your views at our budget meetings later in 
February. 

Finally, at this most difficult of times our Hastings Community Hub is 
here for you, please call  

01424 451019 

or you can fill out the form on our website. 

Let’s continue to do all we can to help keep each other safe and support 
each other with kindness through this terrible time. 

 




