
Hi, it’s Kim here, with this week’s update. 

I hope that you have managed to keep warm during this very cold week. We have a section 
on our website with information which may help you if you are struggling to heat your 
home. Please go to www.hastings.gov.uk/housing/improvement/fuel/ 

Please let us know about anyone who is rough sleeping via Streetlink at 
www.streetlink.org.uk/ so that we can help them into temporary accommodation. Thanks 
to everyone who is working to engage with and support those who are sleeping on our 
streets. 

You can find more information at www.hastings.gov.uk/housing/vulnerable/homeless/ 

 The COVID-19 infection rate is still falling in our town and the number of people who have 
been vaccinated is increasing daily.  

People who are over 70 or are clinically extremely vulnerable are being called for their 
vaccinations now either by the GP led service at the Hastings Centre or by the NHS 
administered scheme.  

Now you can also telephone your GP on a special number which is different to your 
surgery’s usual number and book an appointment. All the phone numbers and more 
information are on our website www.hastings.gov.uk If you have difficulty doing this please 
don’t worry you will still be contacted with an appointment. 

Remember that even after we’ve had the vaccination, we can still pass the virus on so we 
must all remember to keep our distance from others, wear a face covering where required 
and wash our hands regularly.  

If you have any symptoms of the virus, please book a test immediately and we have a test 
centre here in our town. 

In news for businesses our Local Restriction Support Grant (Open) scheme aimed at 
hospitality and leisure businesses, who were severely impacted by the localised restrictions 
which came into place from the 2 December last year is now open. You can find out if your 
business is eligible, and apply on our website:www.hastings.gov.uk/covid19-funding/ 

You will also find detailed information about all the existing grant schemes. 

I am delighted to hear that our museum & art gallery has received funding from the Art 
Fund and Arts Council England to continue to deliver Hastings Digital Museum throughout 
2021.  

Throughout last year the museum produced online immersive games; community art 
projects; workshops; courses; children and family activities. It also collected Covid-19 
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Journals and commissioned responses to the Black Lives Matters movement and supported 
groups like Arts on Prescription. 

The Hastings Digital Museum activities have reached well over 2 million people. Check out 
their website and Facebook page to see what you can join in with. 

Our budget and corporate plan consultation has now closed, thank you to everyone who 
took the time to respond.  The council was already in a difficult financial situation before the 
pandemic hit in March last year, and now there are even higher levels of uncertainty, which 
have made it even harder to balance our budget. However, we remain ambitious for our 
town even in these difficult times, and we believe that this is reflected in the updated 
corporate plan and draft budget. Our priorities which include tackling homelessness, 
poverty and ensuring quality housing and minimising our environmental impact remain the 
same despite this ever more challenging and uncertain financial position. 

The Budget Full Council meeting will be available to view live on our website from 6pm on 
February 17th. 

The Town Deal Board have now put the full Town Investment Plan that they submitted to 
the government on their website, www.hastingstowndeal.co.uk  

It is worth looking at the exciting proposals. 

Our community hub is still here if you are self-isolating because of COVID-19 and need some 
urgent assistance with food or medication  

Call 01424 451019 or visit the website. 

Let’s keep being kind and considerate towards each other. Thanks for listening and please 
stay safe. 
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