
Cllr Kim Forward weekly vlog 28.08.20  
 
Hi, it’s Kim here, with this week’s update from Hastings Borough Council.  
 
This bank holiday weekend is one of those times in the year when we might look back to 
what we were doing a year ago and if we do, we realise how different our lives are right now. 
 
Normally over the August bank holiday weekend the council would be joining many others in 
taking part in the annual Hastings Pride celebration. This year the event can’t take place, but 
we will be showing our support through posts on social media and we look forward to next 
year’s event. 
 
The council has cancelled the popular Seafood & Wine Festival scheduled for 19th/20th 
September, and the classic car event planned for Hastings Week in October. We did this 
because we are committed to keeping COVID rates low in Hastings. 
 
It is so important that we continue to make decisions and act in ways that put our health and 
safety, and that of others first.  
 
I think I mentioned last time that the museum would be opening this week and I have visited 
already; it was lovely to be back and the measures in place meant it felt very safe. The 
displays were engaging and informative and the Hastings Open 2020 exhibition showed a 
variety of amazing art. 
 
You must book (free) tickets in advance on the museum’s website, if you are planning to 
visit.  
 
The small business and retail, leisure and hospitality grant schemes have in line with 
government rules come to an end.  
 
We have paid out over £20 million to help support 1736 businesses across Hastings and St 
Leonards. It’s good to see our businesses open again, and we are glad that we were able to 
support so many during the time they were closed. 
 
There has been some news that you may have heard about which is particularly important 
for tenants and landlords. The government has bowed to pressure and extended the ban on 
household evictions to September 20th.  
 
This means that if you are a tenant although you can be served with three months’ notice to 
leave (soon to be extended to a six-month period) you cannot be evicted at the moment.  
 
We welcome this extension, but the last-minute nature of the decision left a lot of families 
worried about whether they would be able to remain in their homes.  
 
Of course, this is only a temporary reprieve and doesn’t seem to consider the potential 
impact of the end of the furlough scheme in October.  
 
The council offers advice and assistance to anyone facing homelessness. The council also 
commissions the Brighton Housing Trust to provide specialist support for tenants facing 
eviction. You can find out more about this on our website. 
 
If you are at all worried about rent arrears or the threat of eviction, please seek help as soon 
as possible. 
 
 



My usual reminder that if you do need some extra support as a result of the pandemic, the 
Community Hub is still here for you. Please call 01424451019 for urgent help or find more 
information on our website. 
 
Thank you for all the hand washing, social distancing and mask wearing:we are doing it 
together for each other and for Hastings. 
 
I hope you enjoy the bank holiday. Please stay safe and thanks for listening. 
 
 


