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Purpose of this study 
 Hastings Borough Council commissioned LUC to 

undertake a Strategic Open Space and Play Space 
Assessment to support the development of the Borough's 
Local Plan. Development of the new Local Plan will ensure the 
local plan is up to date, can meet the needs of the Borough’s 
current and future residents, and is able to work towards 
achieving the requirements for housing delivery. 

 Hastings is an urban coastal town in East Sussex with a 
population of just over 90,000. The town boasts a number of 
European and nationally designated sites, and these natural 
areas, together with the coast, rivers, woods, streams, fields, 
parks and open spaces are the assets that make up the 
natural fabric of the town.  

 In contrast to the relatively affluent rural areas that 
surround the Borough, Hastings contains significant pockets of 
deprivation. This deprivation has a knock-on effect resulting in 
higher rates of long-term illness, and poor lifestyle choices 
with people tending to have worse health and lower life 
expectancy compared to other areas. 

 There is increasing pressure to deliver new housing in 
the Borough. With a diverse and growing population, it is more 
important than ever to ensure that people have a local network 
of parks and open spaces to provide them with the opportunity 
to improve their health and quality of life. 

The main objectives for this study are to: 

 Update the evidence base for informal open space and
play in the Borough;

 Set out the wider benefits of open space and play for
Hastings residents;

 Audit and assess the quantity, quality, accessibility and
value of open space and play facilities now and into the
future, spatially identifying deficits and surpluses and
setting appropriate local standards; and

 Provide evidence within a strategic context to inform any
future related strategies, planning policy and developer
contributions.

The methodology for the assessment of open spaces in
the Borough reflects the requirements of the National Planning 
Policy Framework 2019 (NPPF) and has been informed by 

-  
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recognised guidance on planning for open space and play 
space.  

 The findings of this study should also be used to inform 
priorities for future investment. This report sets out the 
process for assessing open space provision within each 
Analysis Area to help prioritise the enhancement of the 
network. This is supported by a summary 'fact sheet' for each 
Analysis Area. 

Approach to the study 
 There are 172 sites totalling 703.68ha throughout the 

Borough. 158 of these sites were subject to a detailed audit 
based on the Green Flag Award themes. 

 Of the total quantity of open space, 681.34ha are 
considered accessible. In addition to this, there are 17.16ha of 
allotments in the Borough. 

 Consultation with Hastings residents and local 
stakeholders has informed this study. This included a public 
survey, community workshops, consultation with neighbouring 
authorities and consultation with several external 
stakeholders. 

 Sites were given scores for: 

 'value' (the presence of various features and facilities,
and value to the local community); or

 'quality' (aspects relating to management and the
condition of features and facilities). 

 The ‘quantity’ of sites (the overall amount of a particular 
typology) was also calculated to highlight any oversupply, 
sufficiency or deficiencies.  Figure 1.1 shows the sites by 
typology. 

Typologies: 

 Parks and gardens

 Natural and semi-natural green space

 Amenity green space

 Allotments

 Cemeteries and churchyards

 Provision for children and teenagers (as a primary
and secondary typology)

 Outdoor sports provision (as a secondary typology)

 Beach and seafront promenade

Key findings 
 Although considered typology by typology in the 

analysis, when considered together, areas with greater 
deficiency are much clearer. Hastings as a whole has 
relatively good access to open space. Most of the Borough 
either has good access to all levels of the open space 
hierarchy or is only deficient in access to one level of the 
hierarchy. There are some areas deficient in access to two or 
three levels of the hierarchy, predominantly these are around 
the edge of the Borough at the settlement edges: 

 Baldslow (West Spatial Area)

 Around the B2093 in the north of the West Spatial Area

 Rye Road near Bachelor’s Bump (East Spatial Area)

 Northern area of St Helen’s (East Spatial Area)

There are also a number of small areas deficient in
access to two or three levels of the hierarchy within more 
densely populated areas of the Borough: 

 Mount Pleasant Road (East and Central Spatial Areas)

 Shirley Drive and Old Harrow Road (West Spatial Area)

 Parts of St Leonards Green and St Leonards (West and
Central Spatial Areas)

 There are two small areas deficient in access to two or
three levels of the hierarchy near the beach in the
Central Spatial Area. Whilst deficient in access to Parks
and Gardens, Natural and Semi-Natural Green Space
and Amenity Green Space, the areas of deficiency are
within very close proximity to the beach which will
provide the area with access to recreation and play
areas.

A large portion of Hastings is within the access
catchment of allotments. The main area of deficiency is in the 
north of the West Spatial Area and there is a small area of 
deficiency around Bachelor’s Bump in the East Spatial Area. 

 The Central Spatial Area and the populated areas of 
East Spatial Area have good access to Neighbourhood play. 
The West Spatial Area has large areas of deficiency in access 
in Silverhill Park, in the north of the Spatial Area, east of 
Hollington Park and east of Church Wood. 

Areas deficient in access to Local play include: 

 Northern section of the Central Spatial Area

 Old Town, St Helen’s and Bachelor’s Bump in the East
Spatial Area

 Silverhill, east St Leonards, north and south of Church
Wood in the West Spatial Area
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 There are large areas throughout the Borough deficient 
in access to Doorstep play spaces. 

Developing a framework for providing 
healthy, active open space and play space 
in Hastings 

Future management should aim to create a joined up 
and multi-functional network of publicly accessible open 
space which is within walking distance of each Analysis 
Area. Opportunities should be considered to ensure 
existing open spaces are of a high quality and provide a 
broad range of features and facilities to support the 
health and wellbeing of the Borough’s residents.  

 The importance of good access to high quality open 
space and play space to the health and well-being of 
communities is well recognised. There are also economic 
benefits of parks and green spaces in terms of creating 
employment, promoting economic activity and encouraging 
inward investment across an area by providing a draw and 
destination for visitors. 

 Parks and open spaces should be managed to provide 
for the diverse needs of the whole community. They should be 
multifunctional in design to accommodate a range of uses.  

 As any new development proposals in the Borough 
come forward the Council will need to ensure that 
development addresses any potential impact arising from 
additional pressure on existing open space and play provision 
and provides for the needs of the growing and changing 
population.  

 This study sets out the key characteristics that should be 
provided within open spaces to ensure they are welcoming to 
all. Many of the principles focus on low key interventions 
which could be applied to a range of sites of varying size. 
These principles will help ensure open spaces in the Borough 
offer opportunities for play and informal recreation for people 
of all ages and abilities. 

 The results of the open space audit can be scrutinised in 
several ways to identify specific sites or broad geographic 
areas where enhancement of open space and play space 
would provide the greatest benefits for the communities they 
serve.  

 In order to prioritise areas for enhancement the following 
evidence, as developed through this study, should be 
considered and cross referenced: 

 Performance of open spaces and play spaces against 
the proposed quality and value standards. 

 Areas with poor access to open space (based on the 
accessibility standards), especially in areas where open 
spaces perform poorly against the quality and value 
standards. 

 Areas with an under provision of open space in terms of 
quantity. 

 Application of the Play Needs Index developed as part of 
the audit. The play Needs Index has been developed 
specifically for this study. It considers the interplay of 
factors such as deprivation, excess weight in children 
and child population density to spatially articulate areas 
in greatest need of play provision. 

 The Informal Recreation Score for each site. The 
resultant maps provide a spatial overview of where sites 
could be enhanced to improve their informal recreation 
potential/value. 
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Background 
 Hastings Borough Council commissioned LUC to 

undertake Strategic Open Space and Play Space Assessment 
to support the development of the Borough's Local Plan. 
Development of the new Local Plan will ensure the local plan 
is up to date, can meet the needs of the Borough’s current and 
future residents, and is able to work towards achieving the 
requirements for housing delivery.  

 Hastings is an urban coastal town in East Sussex with a 
population of just over 90,000. The town boasts a number of 
European and nationally designated sites, and these natural 
areas, together with the coast, rivers, woods, streams, fields, 
parks and open spaces are the assets that make up the 
natural fabric of the town.  

 In contrast to the relatively affluent rural areas that 
surround the Borough, Hastings contains significant pockets of 
deprivation. This deprivation has a knock-on effect resulting in 
higher rates of long-term illness, and poor lifestyle choices 
with people tending to have worse health and lower life 
expectancy compared to other areas.   

 There is increasing pressure to deliver new housing in 
the Borough. With a diverse and growing population, it is more 
important than ever to ensure that people have a local network 
of parks and open spaces to provide them with the opportunity 
to improve their health and quality of life. 

Study aims and objectives 
 The main objectives for this study are to: 

 Update the evidence base for informal open space and 
play in the Borough; 

 Set out the wider benefits of open space and play for 
Hastings residents; 

 Audit and assess the quantity, quality, accessibility and 
value of open space and play facilities now and into the 
future, spatially identifying deficits and surpluses and 
setting appropriate local standards; and 

 Provide evidence within a strategic context to inform any 
future related strategies, planning policy and developer 
contributions. 

-  
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Structure of this report 
 The remainder of this report is structured as follows: 

 Chapter 3 sets out the study methodology. 

 Chapter 4 sets out the planning policy framework within 
which this study has been undertaken and sets out the 
strategic context for the assessment. 

 Chapter 5 provides detail on the socio-economic and 
demographic context in Hastings to build up a picture of 
the needs of Hastings’ residents.  

 Chapter 6 sets out the findings of the consultation 
undertaken for this study. 

 Chapter 7 sets out the findings of the open space and 
play space quantity assessment. 

 Chapter 8 sets out the findings of the quality and value 
assessment; informed by site surveys undertaken in 
October 2019.  

 Chapter 9 provides an approach to developing local 
standards for Hastings and then sets out the results of 
applying these standards. 

 Chapter 10 sets out the approach to developing a 
framework for providing healthy, active open space and 
play space in Hastings. 
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 The methodology for the assessment of open spaces in 
the Borough reflects the requirements of the National Planning 
Policy Framework 2019 (NPPF) and has been informed by 
recognised guidance on planning for open space and play 
space. The methodology followed five key steps, as set out in 
Figure 3.1 Each step is described in more detail below. 

Figure 3.1 Open space and play space methodology 

Step 1: Identifying local need 

Policy Review & understanding Local Context 

 A review of relevant national, regional and local planning 
policy was undertaken in order to develop an understanding of 
the local context in Hastings, and any land use implications 
relating to open space. To further understand the specific 
needs of the Borough, the desk study also considered the 
characteristics of the population, including health data, and 
estimated future changes as a result of population growth and 
development. 

Consultation 

 A programme of consultation was undertaken to provide 
an understanding of the needs, attitudes and expectations of 
Hastings residents with regard to the provision of open space 
in the Borough. Several other stakeholders, community groups 

1
• Step One: Identifying local need

2
• Step Two: Auditing local provision

3
• Step Three: Setting local standards

4
• Step Four: Applying local standards

5
• Step Five: Making policy recommendations

-  
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and neighbouring authorities were also contacted as part of 
the consultation.  

 The consultation comprised several strands, including: 

 A public survey which was hosted on an online survey 
platform and promoted through the Council website, via 
social media and within several libraries. This was used 
to gauge opinions on current facilities, expectations for 
open spaces in the Borough and how people use their 
open spaces. The public survey was also promoted 
through direct engagement with schools to encourage 
responses from parents and carers. 

 Community workshops aimed at reaching those 
people who may not have been well represented in the 
online public survey; including Hastings Youth Council 
and Hastings and Rother Disability Forum. 

 Consultation with neighbouring authorities (to fulfil the 
Duty to Cooperate) via email communication, which 
provided the opportunity to understand any potential 
cross boundary issues and opportunities.  

 Consultation with several other external stakeholders, 
who were contacted and asked to provide information 
relating to management issues and opportunities within 
open and play spaces in Hastings.  

Developing a play needs index 

 A play needs index was developed for the Borough.  The 
following four data sets fed into the play needs index: 

 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government: Index of Multiple Deprivation 

 Public Health England: Excess weight in reception 
children 

 Public Health England: Excess weight in year 6 children 

 Office for National Statistics: Population density of 
people aged 17 and below 

 The four individual indices were normalised1 and 
combined. This generated a total score between 0 and 1 for 
each Lower Super Output Area (LSOA); higher values 
indicating higher need and lower values indicating areas of 
lower need. 

Developing an informal recreation score 

 An informal recreation score was calculated for each 
site. The score was developed by taking specific questions 
from the open space audit form that indicated: 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
1 Scaling a variable to have a value between 0 and 1 so that multiple datasets 
can be combined. 

 whether the open space is easily accessible and well 
signposted. 

 whether the site is safe and/attractive for users. 

 whether the site is being actively used for informal 
recreation. 

 Each question was given a positive or negative score 
depending on whether the feature/characteristic in question 
would make the site more or less likely to be used for informal 
recreation.  

 The following questions were taken from the audit form: 

 To what extent are the entrances well presented? 

 What is the overall quality of access and accesses within 
and through the open space? 

 What is the overall quality of access and accesses for 
people travelling to open space? 

 What is the overall provision of signage? 

 Is there evidence the green space is being used for 
informal children's play (not play equipment)? 

 Is there evidence the green space is being used for 
informal recreation? 

 Is there seating? 

 Is there natural surveillance into the site from 
surrounding properties? 

 Do the approaches feel open and secure? 

 Is graffiti or vandalism evident? 

 Overall cleanliness? 

 Is the open space visually attractive? 

 Are there threats/ disturbances/ issues affecting the 
attractiveness of the site? 

 Is there a permanent or temporary public noticeboard on 
site? 

 Does the site offer educational interest (e.g. nature 
conservation interest or local historic significance)? 

 Does the green space feature any recognisable 
landmark features of local importance? 

 Is there a programme of cultural or other community 
activities? 
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 The results of the assessment were mapped to provide a 
spatial overview of where sites could be enhanced to improve 
their informal recreation potential/value. 

Step 2: Auditing local provision 

Collating and reviewing open space and play data 

 Existing data on open spaces within and around the 
Borough was collated and reviewed. Several data sets were 
provided by Hastings Borough Council, which were updated 
and cross referenced with other contextual data sets, aerial 
imagery, OS Greenspace layers, planning application data 
and internet research. 

 These sites were categorised according to typology 
(based on the primary 'functions' of the open space) and 
hierarchy, based on the size of the open space.  

Hastings Open Space Typologies 

 Parks and Gardens 
 Natural and Semi Natural Green Space 
 Amenity Green Space 
 Allotments 
 Cemeteries and Churchyards 
 Provision for Children and Teenagers 
 Outdoor Sport Provision   
 Beach and Seafront Promenade 

 The review of data identified that there are no publicly 
accessible green corridors (extensive linear open spaces) in 
Hastings. 

Site audits 

 During October 2019, 173 open spaces were visited. 
158 of these open spaces were audited utilising the Green 
Flag Award criteria. The remaining 15 could not be accessed 
during the audit and were removed from the data set. It was 
agreed with Hastings Borough Council officers that the 15 
allotment sites would not be audited. The detailed audit forms 
that were used collected information on the range of features 
and facilities present (Value), and the condition of features 
and management aspects (Quality).  

 Site audits took place using GIS-enabled tablets for data 
collection. A desk study was also undertaken on each site, 
recording designations and several other relevant aspects that 
may add to the overall value of the site.

 

Green Flag Award Themes 

 A welcoming place  
 Healthy, safe and secure 
 Clean and well maintained 
 Sustainability 
 Conservation and heritage 
 Community involvement 
 Marketing 

 

 The exact location of play spaces including children's 
play facilities, Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGAs) and provision 
for teenagers was recorded during the site audits.  

 An example audit form is included within Appendix A 
and the audit form scoring system is outlined in Appendix D. 

Step 3: Setting local standards 
 Following the audit of local provision, open space 

standards for quantity, accessibility and quality and value were 
proposed. The development of the standards considers the 
consultation findings and the assessment of local need in the 
Borough. 

Setting quantity Standards 

 A quantity standard was set for publicly accessible open 
space (which includes Parks and Gardens, Natural and Semi-
Natural Green Space and Amenity Green Space) and is 
expressed in hectares per 1,000 people. Projected population 
growth has been considered in developing the standard. 
Separate quantity standards have been set for Provision for 
Children and Teenagers.  

Setting accessibility standards 

 Accessibility standards were developed for each type of 
open space and level of the hierarchy, based on good practice 
guidance and the results of the consultation exercise. 
Accessibility standards are expressed as straight line 'walk-
time' distances. 

Setting quality and value standards 

 Standards were set for quality and value, providing a 
benchmark against which each site can be assessed. Quality 
and value standards have been set for each typology and 
level of the size hierarchy (where appropriate), which ensures 
that sites are compared 'like for like' with sites that would be 
expected to provide a similar 'offer'.  
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 The quality and value standards were developed through 
an understanding of what should be expected of each type of 
open space in Hastings and are intended to be both 
aspirational yet realistically achievable.  

Step 4: Applying local standards 
 The application of the proposed standards provides a 

picture of how current open space and play provision in 
Hastings stands and where enhancements could be made. 
For the purposes of understanding spatial variation in the 
Borough, the Borough has been divided into the three Spatial 
Analysis Areas shown in Figure 3.2.

Applying quantity standards 

 The performance of the whole Borough in terms of 
quantity of open space was assessed against the quantity 
standards. More localised analysis was undertaken for each of 
the Spatial Areas. The effect of projected population growth on 
the quantity of open space per 1,000 people was also 
considered to indicate any shortfalls there may be in the future 
and where. 

 Separate analysis has been undertaken on the quantity 
of equipped play areas.  

Applying quality, value and accessibility standards 

 The audit form results for open and play spaces were 
compared to the relevant quality and value benchmarks 
(according to typology and size hierarchy) and categorised as 
one of the following:  

Higher Quality / Higher Value Higher Quality / Lower Value 

++ +- 

Lower Quality / Higher Value Lower Quality / Lower Value 

-+ -- 

 Accessibility standards (expressed as straight line 'walk-
time' distances) were applied in GIS producing a series of 
maps showing buffers around the boundaries of  open spaces 
to indicate areas which have poor access to different types of 
open space at various levels of the hierarchy.  

Step 5: Making policy recommendations 
 The findings from previous steps were brought together 

to provide recommendations on: 

 Addressing future open and play space needs through
planning;

 Highlighting areas that would benefit from improvements
to open space provision;

 Policy direction for open space, equipped and informal
play; and

 a framework to support decision-making around
prioritisation for investment and developer contributions.
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 The following section sets out the strategic context for 
the study as well as a review of relevant national, regional and 
local policy and guidance. 

National planning policy 

25 Year Environment Plan 

 The 25 Year Environment Plan, published in 2018, sets 
out the Government’s support for habitat creation, multi-
functional sustainable urban drainage systems (SuDs), and 
natural spaces close to where people live and work.  It 
represents an important shift in thinking towards long term 
positive action to improve people’s lives and the environment. 
It views the planning system as a key mechanism for 
delivering upon its ambitions. The first action of the 25 Year 
Environment Plan, seeks to embed an ‘environmental net 
gain’ principle into development: 

“We want to establish strategic, flexible and locally 
tailored approaches that recognise the relationship 
between the quality of the environment and 
development. That will enable us to achieve measurable 
improvements for the environment – ‘environmental net 
gains’ – while ensuring economic growth and reducing 
costs, complexity and delays for developers.” 

It goes on to state that the Government wants: 

“to expand the net gain approaches used for biodiversity 
to include wider natural capital benefits, such as flood 
protection, recreation and improved water and air 
quality. They will enable local planning authorities to 
target environmental enhancements that are needed 
most in their areas and give flexibility to developers in 
providing them.” 

The Environment Bill 

4.4 The merging landmark Environment Bill sets out to 
place the ambitions of the 25YEP on statutory footing, by 
creating a new governance framework for the environment, 
to ensure a 'cleaner, greener and more resilient country for 
the next generation' as the UK leaves the EU. The Bill is 
currently before Parliament, having been introduced in 
January 2020.  

-  
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4.5 The provisions of the draft Bill require biodiversity net 
gains (BNG) to be demonstrated and emerging metrics such 
as the DEFRA 2.0 will become commonly used when 
assessing planning applications. There is also a provision for 
off-site provision of biodiversity enhancements, which may 
provide an additional funding mechanism for Green 
Infrastructure (GI) improvements in the local area. The Bill will 
also support the establishment of 'Nature Recovery 
Strategies' and give communities a greater say in the 
protection of local trees.  

Green Infrastructure is defined in the Nation Planning 
Policy Framework as 'A network of multi-functional green 
space, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a 
wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits 
for local communities.' 

National Planning Policy Framework (2019) 

Assessing the need for open space 

4.6 The rationale for undertaking an assessment of open 
space and play space in the Borough is provided by the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which outlines 
the relevance of consideration of open space, sport and green 
infrastructure provision to the development of a Local Plan. 

4.7 Paragraph 91 requires that planning policies and 
decisions should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe 
places; referencing safe and accessible green infrastructure, 
sports facilities and high quality public space as a means to 
achieving this. 

4.8 Paragraph 92 highlights that planning policies should 
support social, recreational and cultural facilities and services 
which the community needs including planning positively for 
the provision of shared spaces and community facilities such 
as sports venues and open space. 

4.9 Paragraphs 96 and 97 set out that up-to-date 
assessments of open space need will be required to support 
planning policies.  These paragraphs also set out the 
circumstances in which open space can be developed.  
Paragraph 96 states that the information from the study 
should determine what open space, sport and recreational 
provision is required which “plans should then seek to 
accommodate.” 

4.10 Paragraph 171 states that a strategic approach to 
plan making should be undertaken to ensure that, within the 
plan area, networks of habitats and green infrastructure are 
maintained and enhanced as well as planning for the 
enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape 
scale across local authority boundaries. 
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4.11 Paragraph 181 links the requirement for the 
identification of green infrastructure provision and 
enhancement at the plan making stage to the improvement of 
air quality or mitigation of impacts relating to this issue. 

Loss or replacement of open space 

4.12 The NPPF (paragraph 97) sets out the only 
circumstances in which an open space can be developed for 
different uses.  It clarifies that existing open space should not 
be built on unless:  

 an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly
shown the open space to be surplus to requirements; or

 the loss resulting from the proposed development would
be replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of
quantity and quality in a suitable location; or

 the development is for alternative sports and recreational
provision, the benefits of which clearly outweigh the loss
of the current or former use.

Protecting, maintaining and enhancing open space 

4.13 The NPPF provides a mechanism by which local 
authorities can protect some open spaces under a ‘Local 
Green Space’ designation (paragraphs 99, 100 and 101) and 
sets out that these areas should be managed by policies 
which are consistent with those for Green Belt.  This part of 
the NPPF also sets out high level criteria for such a 
designation. 

National Planning Practice Guidance 

4.14 Planning Practice Guidance provides further detail 
on the development and implementation of policies within the 
NPPF. Guidance for Open space, sport and recreation 
facilities, public rights of way and local green space states 
that in assessing the need for open space, local authorities 
should have regard for the duty to cooperate where open 
space serves a wider area. The guidance also advises that 
authorities and developers refer to Sport England Guidance 
in assessing the need for sports and recreation facilities and 
that they may need to consult Sport England where 
development has the potential to impact upon such facilities.  

4.15 Planning Practice Guidance 'Natural environment' 
recognises green infrastructure as a network of natural capital 
assets (including parks/open space, woodlands, allotments 
etc.) that provide multiple environmental and quality of life 
benefits for local communities.  

4.16 The NPPF requires that a strategic planning 
approach is taken for GI. The guidance recommends planning 
authorities prepare GI strategies and frameworks that are 
evidence 
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based and include assessments of the quality of GI and any 
gaps in provision.  

Regional context 
4.17 Within East Sussex, Local Plans are the responsibility 
of district councils, borough councils, and the South Downs 
National Park Authority.   

4.18 The Localism Act 2011 and the NPPF requires that 
strategic planning priorities across local authorities are 
coordinated and addressed within local plans. Through the 
'duty to cooperate', local authorities are required to work in 
partnership when needed to develop strategic planning 
policies and strategies.  

4.19 As with many 'two tier' counties, cross boundary 
planning is particularly concerned with strategic infrastructure 
planning and services needed to support development 
proposals in local plans.  

Open space and access 

4.20 The County Council manages several open spaces 
and countryside sites in the county, however none of these 
fall within Hastings Borough.  

4.21 The County Council are responsible for managing 
access to the countryside in partnership with landowners 
through the Public Rights of Way Network. The County also 
has a duty to prepare a Rights of Way Improvement Plan and 
set up and facilitate a Local Access Forum. The County 
Council are currently undertaking a review of the Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan, which is expected to be published in 
2020.  

Environment Strategy for East Sussex 

4.22 The Environment Strategy for East Sussex (2011) 
was developed to help deliver the environmental vision for the 
County. The strategy establishes ten 'environmental 
principles' to realise the vision. Principle five relates to the 
provision and use of open space, namely to 'Promote the use 
of open spaces as part of healthier and more active lifestyles'. 

High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
Management Plan (2019-2024) 

4.23 The AONB Management Plan establishes the long-
term objectives for conserving the AONB as a nationally 
important landscape and was adopted by Hastings Borough 
Council in 2019. The Plan was prepared by the High Weald 
Joint Advisory Committee which includes representatives from 
all 15 local authorities with land within the AONB. 

4.24 The AONB Management Plan describes the natural 
beauty of the High Weald under the themes of character 
including geology, landform and water systems; settlement; 
routeways; woodland; and fields and heath, land-based 
economy and related rural life; and 'other qualities'.  
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4.25 'Other qualities' are described as the features that 
are connected to the interaction between the landscape and 
people and which enrich components of character, including 
historic parks and gardens. The management plan 
recognises that such features enhance health and well-being 
and foster enjoyment and appreciation of the beauty of 
nature. 

4.26 Management plan objective OQ3, under 'other 
qualities', is to 'develop and manage access to maximise 
opportunities for everyone to enjoy, appreciate and 
understand the character of the AONB while conserving it's 
natural beauty.' 

Local policy 

Hastings Local Plan 

 The 'Development Plan' for the Borough currently 
comprises: 

 The Hastings Planning Strategy (HPS), adopted 2014, 
which is the principle development plan for the Borough 
and sets out the overall vision, strategic objectives and 
development management policies.

 The Hastings Development Management Plan (DMP), 
which identifies sites proposed for development and 
protection in line with the HPS.

 Policies map which shows the location of proposals and 
policies in the adopted Local Plan on a map.

 The County Waste and Minerals Plan.

 Several Supplementary Planning Documents also form 
part of the local planning framework.

4.27 The Local Plan refers to the town's 2006 Parks and 
Open Space Study, which provides the current strategic 
policy direction for the provision of open space. Several 
policies within the Local Plan also consider the Borough's 
parks and open spaces and make provisions for their 
protection and enhancement. 

4.28 Policy EN8: Open Spaces – Enhancement, 
Provision and Protection recognises the importance of the 
existing open space network to the health and well-being of 
the town's residents stating that the Planning Strategy 
supports: 

'the progressive enhancement of existing open space 
provision as identified on the Local Plan Policies Map 
rather than the creation of new provision, with priority for 
sites within or adjacent to the most deprived 
neighbourhoods.' 
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4.29 The policy states that open space provision is 
currently monitored in line with Natural England Accessible 
Natural Greenspace (ANGst) standards and identifies 
several sites of 'town wide significance' that will be protected 
through the green infrastructure network. These are: 

– Alexandra Park – Bos Field

– Church Wood – Gensing Gardens

– Hastings Cemetery – Hastings Country Park

– Old Roar Gill – Ponds Wood

– St Leonards Gardens – St Helen’s Wood

– Warrior Square – Sandhurst Recreation Ground

– Ore Valley – Summerfields Woods

– Tilekiln Playing Fields – Combe Valley Countryside Park

– Horntye Park – Bexhill Road recreation ground

– West Hill – William Parker Sports College

– the beach – the Seafront

– all pedestrian-only streets

4.30 Policy EN2 relates to protection and enhancement of 
the GI network: 'The green network will ensure that everyone 
has access to natural, semi-natural and managed open 
space, and will maximise opportunities to conserve and 
enhance biodiversity. New development will contribute to this 
network.' 

4.31 Policy CI3: Children's Play Provision requires 
developers to 'design housing environments in which children 
have space to play informally and safely and where they have 
priority over vehicles, and where such spaces contribute to 
the provision of open space.' The policy sets an access 
threshold for play spaces of 600m (15-20 mins walking), 
outside of which new facilities or enhancements to community 
green spaces are required.  

4.32 Other policies within the HPS of most relevance to 
the management and planning of open space are listed below: 

 Strategic policies for Spatial Areas (FA1-FA6)

 Overall strategy for managing change in a sustainable
way (SC1)

 Design and access statements (SC2)

 Flood risk (SC7)

 Protecting our Environment (policies EN1-EN8)

 Tourism and visitors (E4)

 Infrastructure and development contributions (CI1)

 Sport and leisure facilities (CI2)

 Children's play provision (CI3)

 Sustainable transport (T3)

Relevant evidence base documents and supplementary 
planning guidance (SPGs) supporting the current local 
plan  

Hastings Open Space Plan (2006) 

4.33 The 2006 Open Space Plan forms the previous 
evidence base document to be superseded by this study. 
Over 280 sites were subject to a site audit as part of the study 
and categorised within eight different open space typologies. 
The Open Space Plan set open space standards for quality, 
accessibility and quantity. 

The number of open spaces recorded in the 
Hastings Open Space Plan (2006) differs from the 
number (158) of open spaces audited as part of this 
study. Reasons for these changes are as follows: 

 Differing typology terminology: for example the 2006
study used multi-functional greenspaces whilst this
study breaks this category down in to parks and
gardens, natural and semi natural green spaces,
amenity green spaces, cemeteries and churchyards

 Multi-functional site mapping used in this current
audit led to features such as tennis courts or play
features being included as part of a wider site
(where relevant) rather than a standalone site

 Most outdoor sports facilities are not covered by this
current study and are included in the Rother and
Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS). Where part
of a wider site, such as a park and garden, outdoor
sports facilities are recorded in this study.

 Changes in accessibility to open spaces over time.

 Loss of sites.

4.34 Quality standards set as part of the open space plan 
are in the format of a quality specification (descriptive text) for 
each open space typology under several headings: minimum 
size; general characteristics; accessibility; planting & 
biodiversity; and facilities & features. 

4.35 The accessibility standards that were set as part of 
the 2006 study were set as walk time distances, which were 
also converted into cycling distances. The accessibility 
standards set in 2006 are shown in the table below.  

Typology 

Accessibility standard 

Travel time Walking Cycling 

Mins Metres Metres 

Allotments 10 600 1200 
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Typology 

Accessibility standard 

Travel time Walking Cycling 

Mins Metres Metres 

Artificial turf 
pitches 

20 1200 2400 

Bowling greens 15 900 1800 

Children's play 
areas 

5 300 600 

Grass pitches 15 900 1800 

Multi-functional 
green space 

5 300 n/a 

Natural 
greenspaces 

10 600 1200 

Parks & gardens 10 600 1200 

Teenage facilities 10 600 1200 

Tennis or multi-
courts 

15 900 1800 

4.36 The quantity standards set as part of the 2006 open 
space study were expressed in square metres per person 
(sq m/person), as shown in the table below. 

Typology Quantity standard 
sq m/person 

Allotments  2.7 

Artificial turf pitches  0.3 

Bowling greens   0.16 

Equipped play areas    0.32 

Grass pitches  7.0 

Multi-functional green space    83.0 

Teenage areas 0.04 

Tennis and multi-courts 0.2 

Hastings Green Infrastructure Study (2012) 

4.37 The Hastings Green Infrastructure Study 
provides an assessment of the GI network in Hastings 
and identifies opportunities to address deficiencies and 
issues with connectivity (through the application of 
Natural England's Accessible Natural Green Space 
'ANGst' standard). 

4.38 The GI study provides analysis in relation to 
Focus Areas introduced through the Borough's previous 
Planning Strategy. Due to the development of the new 
Local Plan, 

some findings may now be less relevant. The key conclusions 
were as follows: 

 Application of ANGst standards shows that there are
areas of deficiency in the Borough for sites between 2ha
and 20ha.

 Hastings has good access to sites 20ha plus.

 Alignment of strategic cycle routes in Hastings should
aim to link green spaces.

 There are few opportunities for new open spaces. The
study recommends a policy of improving existing open
spaces over the creation of new open spaces.

Hastings Walking and Cycling Strategy (2014) 

4.39 The Walking and Cycling Strategy is a supporting 
document to the Borough's Transport Plan (2011-2026) and 
aligns with the current Local Plan.  

4.40 The Strategy sets out both 'Infrastructure policies' 
and 'Marketing, initiatives and training policies' to improve 
opportunities for walking and cycling in the Borough. 
Crucially, the Strategy establishes a strategic walking and 
cycling route, which links a range of parks and open spaces 
to transport hubs, the beach and local amenities. The routes 
comprise: 

 Route one: National Cycle Network 2 and additional links

 Route two: Combe Valley – Alexandra Park

 Route three: Alexandra Park – Conquest Hospital

 Route four: Alexandra Park – Ivy house Industrial Estate
& Hastings Academy

 Route five: Town Centre & link to Alexandra Park

Hastings Play Space Strategy (2015-2017) 

4.41 The 2015 – 2017 Play Space Strategy sets out the 
results and subsequent recommendations arising from a 2014 
audit of 55 play spaces which was informed by Play England 
guidance. The Strategy underpinned the joint commitment 
and approach by the principle providers of play space in the 
Borough Hastings Borough Council, Amicus Horizon, and 
Orbit South Housing Association. The aims of the strategy 
were to: 

 Improve and sustain existing key play spaces and
subject to funding, develop new sites so that the
maximum numbers of children can access good value
and good quality rated equipped play spaces, within a
600 metre straight line distance from their home.

 Seek to provide informal space to play where there is an
identified play need.
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4.42 The key findings resulting from the 2014 audit 
were as follows: 

 All good rated equipped play spaces assessed in 2011
had been retained up to 2014.

 Two equipped play spaces had been removed between
2011 and 2014.

 Two low rated equipped play spaces had been upgraded
to a good rating between 2011 and 2014.

 The number of residential properties within a 600m
straight line catchment of a good rated playground had
increased by an additional 7,730 properties between
2011 and 2014.

Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) 

4.43 The Borough's PPS, which is currently being 
refreshed, was jointly commissioned with Rother District 
Council as the two local authorities have close sporting links 
with several clubs and sites serving residents in both areas. 
The PPS provides an assessment of the supply and demand 
of sports pitches and an action plan to address issues and 
opportunities. The strategy focuses on the following sports: 

 Football  Rugby

 Cricket  Hockey

 Tennis  Stoolball

 Outdoor Bowls  American Football

4.44 The strategy provides several high-level 
recommendations in addition to the action plan. Those of 
most relevance to the audit are summarised below: 

 Invest in grass pitches across Hastings and Rother to
improve quality and reduce the number of cancelled
games during poor weather.

 Increase football capacity by eight match equivalents per
week through development of 3 11v1 grass pitches.

 Provide further capacity for cricket at peak Saturday PM
match times through more efficient management of
additional pitches/squares in Bexhill and Hastings.

 Reduce the deficit of rugby pitches in Rye
Bexhill/Hastings by increasing the quality of existing
pitches.

 Explore opportunities to develop the basic maintenance
capabilities of volunteers.
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Hastings Seafront Strategy (2015) 

4.45 The seafront and beach are recognised as key 
natural and recreational assets and act as a key open space 
for the town's residents and visitors alike. The 2015 Seafront 
Strategy set out the principles for a portfolio of projects that 
could be implemented as funding opportunities came forward.  

4.46 Due to changing circumstances the Strategy is now 
less relevant. It has achieved its intended purpose and the 
strategic interventions that were set out in the strategy have 
largely been implemented. 

4.47 However, several overarching objectives within the 
Strategy still apply and are relevant to strategic planning for 
open space and play in the Borough. These relate to issues 
including transport and access; community and cultural use; 
leisure and health/sport; play provision; access for all; 
'rebalancing' activity to promote use of the whole seafront -
including encouraging use of the beach west of Hastings Pier; 
and promoting a high quality public realm.  

Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPGs) 

4.48 The following SPGs were prepared under the old 
Local Plan system but are no longer actively used for 
development management in the Borough: 

 SPG 5: The Provision of Children's Play Space in
Housing Developments

 SPG 7: Development Contributions

Local Plan Refresh 
4.49 The current Planning Strategy was adopted in 2014 
and runs until 2028. The Council are now beginning to plan 
for the period up to 2039 in order to ensure the Local Plan 
covers a sufficiently forward-looking timescale and takes 
account of changes to planning guidance as part of the 2019 
NPPF.  

Area Action Plan (AAP) for Hastings Town Centre and 
Bohemia 

4.50 Following adoption of the Development Management 
Plan, the Council began developing an Area Action Plan 
(AAP) for Hastings Town Centre and Bohemia.  

4.51 The AAP is in a relatively advanced stage of 
development and has included considerable public input and 
consultation, which will now be incorporated into the updated 
Local Plan Parts 1 and 2. 

4.52 Policies for the area will cover a range of strategic 
issues including housing, employment, and development 
aspirations for Hastings Town Centre and Bohemia. 
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 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
2 https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157296/printable.aspx 
3 2018 population projections taken from population projections for local 
authorities by the Office for National Statistics: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/
populationprojections/datasets/localauthoritiesinenglandtable2 

Population & social context 
 Office for National Statistics2  estimates indicate that the 

population of the Borough is 92,855 (as of 20183). Female 
residents make up 51.13% of the population compared to 
48.87% males. 

 Population density in the Borough is shown in Figure 5.1 
The Central Spatial Area has the highest population density 
with up to 191 people per hectare. The West Spatial Area has 
a higher population density around Hollington and Silverhill, 
and there is an area of higher population density in St 
Leonards. In the East Spatial Area, east Broomgrove, Halton 
and Clive Vale are more densely populated. Further away 
from the centre of Hastings, the population density drops 
towards the edge of the settlement and Hastings Country 
Park. 

 The 2011 census found that the average age of 
residents was 40.2 years, compared with 39.4 for England and 
43.6 for East Sussex. The proportion of residents within each 
of the five age bands is similar to that of England and Wales; 
0-14 (17.3%), 15-24 (12.8%), 25-44 (25.8%), 45-64 (27%) and 
65+ (17.1%). The proportion of residents within the youngest 
three bands was higher than in any other district in East 
Sussex and the proportion 65 and over was lower than any 
other district in the county.

 83% of residents identified themselves as White British, 
with the next largest category White Other (3.5%). The next 
largest groupings were Asian/Asian British (2.3%), 
mixed/multiple ethnic group (2.1%) then 
Black/African/Caribbean (1.1%). Both Hastings and 
Eastbourne had the greatest diversity of ethnic groupings 
when compared to other districts within East Sussex.4  

4

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/content/my_council/transparency/equalities/pdfs/20
11_Census_Equalities_Information.pdf 

-  
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Deprivation, physical and mental health 

 Hastings is one of the 20% most deprived local authority 
areas in England. Deprivation varies throughout the Borough. 
Several Lower Super Output Areas are included within the 
most deprived areas in the country and the majority of LSOAs 
are included within the first, second or third decile of multiple 
deprivation.5  As shown in Figure 5.2 all three Spatial Areas 
have LSOAs in the top 10% most deprived. Whilst the Central 
and East Spatial Areas vary between the 10 and 40% most 
deprived, the West Spatial Area has much greater variability in 
deprivation. Areas around St Helen’s Wood and the north of 
the West Spatial Area are less deprived (70-90% categories). 

 The following summarises several key health statistics in 
the Borough: 

 Life expectancy is 9.5 years lower for men and 6.9 years
lower for women in the most deprived areas of the
Borough when compared to the least deprived areas.

 Rates for under 75 mortality (all causes, cardiovascular
disease, cancer) and diabetes diagnosis are significantly
worse than the England average.

 Prevalence of obesity (including severe obesity) among
year six children is at 19.3% and not significantly
different than for England (20.2%).6

 62% of the adult population of Hastings is estimated to
be obese7, well above the England average of adults
classified as obese (29%).8

 The 2011 census indicates that the percentage of
residents whose day to day activities are limited a lot
(10.6%) or limited a little (11.5%) by illness or disability is
higher than England and Wales and East Sussex as a
whole. 6.6% of residents were not working as a result of
long-term illness or disability.9

 One in five adults are estimated to have a common
mental health disorder such as anxiety or depression
and 30% of residents feel lonely in their local area.10

This is slightly worse than for the whole of England at
one in six of people aged 16 plus.11

 2017 estimates for East Sussex indicate that one in eight
5 to 19 year olds had a mental health disorder in 2017
rising to about one in six when considering just 17 to 19
year olds.12 This is comparable to the results of a 2017

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
5 2019 Indices of Multiple Deprivation  
6 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-
profiles/2019/e07000062.html?area-name=hastings 
7 https://www.hastingsandrotherccg.nhs.uk/your-
health/healthyhastingsandrother/ 
8 https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/statistics-on-
obesity-physical-activity-and-diet/statistics-on-obesity-physical-activity-and-diet-
england-2019 

England survey of children and young people’s mental 
health which found that one in eight children aged 5 to 
19 had at least one mental health problem.13 

9 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-
profiles/2019/e07000062.html?area-name=hastings 
10 https://www.hastingsandrotherccg.nhs.uk/your-
health/healthyhastingsandrother/ 
11 (2014 data) https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn06988/ 
12 East Sussex Children and Young People Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Transformation Plan (2019). Estimates based on 2017 England survey by 
National Centre for Social Research, ONS and Youth in Mind. 
13 https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn06988/ 

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-in-england/2017/2017
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-in-england/2017/2017
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-in-england/2017/2017
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Active Lives Survey 

 Sport England Active Lives Survey asks people over 16 
across England about their participation in sport and physical 
activity. A review of the 2017/18 results indicates that 26.2% 
of residents are considered to be 'inactive' and participate in 
less than 30 minutes physical activity a week compared to 
25.1% for England as a whole. 13.6% are considered to be 
'fairly active' (30-249 minutes per week), a higher percentage 
than England (12.3%). 60% of residents participate in at least 
150 minutes of physical activity a week (compared to 62.6% 
for England).  

 Residents living in the most deprived areas in Hastings 
are less likely to be physically active than those living in the 
least deprived areas. 32% of those living in the most deprived 
areas (income deprivation) are considered to be 'inactive' 
compared 19.8% for the least deprived areas.14  

 Sport England have produced small area estimates of 
inactivity at Medium Super Output Areas (MSOA) level. Active 
Sussex have used 2018/19 results to estimate inactivity levels 
at neighbourhood level. Wards within the Borough that include 
areas with the lowest levels of inactivity include Wishing Tree, 
Ore, Maze Hill, Silverhill and Baird.15  

 Active Sussex have used Sport England data to estimate 
inactivity levels by LSOA16. In Hastings, the percentage of 
inactivity varies across the Borough, in the West Spatial Area 
around Hollington and Tilekiln there is a pocket with greater 
inactivity: over 30%. Similarly in the East Spatial Area, parts of 
Ore, St Helen’s and Broomgrove also have high levels of 
inactivity. 

Health related behaviour survey of 14 and 15 year olds 
(2017) 

 The results from a 2017 health related behaviour 
survey17 of 14-15 year olds in Hastings Borough 
(commissioned by East Sussex Public Health) found that 17% 
of respondents were active for at least 60 minutes in the week 
prior to the survey. 12% of respondents undertook no physical 
activity in the week preceding the survey that resulted in them 
'breathing harder and faster'.  

 The top five physical activities that respondents reported 
taking part in differed between girls and boys: 

 Girls

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
14 https://activelives.sportengland.org/ 
15 https://www.activesussex.org/funding-insight/insight/active-lives-survey-
sussex/ 
16 https://www.activesussex.org/mapping 

– Fitness/aerobics (27%)

– Rounders (18%)

– Swimming (16%)

 Boys

– Going for walks (67%)

– Jogging (43%)

– Football (43%)

– Riding a bicycle (30%)

– Fitness/aerobics (29%)

25% of boys and 28% of girls rated their safety going out
in their local area after dark as 'poor' or 'very poor'.  

DEFRA research in Hastings 

Renaisi18 have been commissioned by DEFRA to 
conduct a research project to deliver greater 
understanding and insight into how people most at risk 
of poor mental health and well-being in England can be 
best supported to increase their use and access to the 
natural environment. The project includes four case 
study locations; Pendle, Middlesborough, Birmingham 
and Hastings and feeds into the goals described in 
chapter three of the Government’s 25 Year Environment 
Plan. The project focuses on: 

 How to promote the natural environment as a
preventative tool for mental health

 What the current landscape of providers looks like
(specifically focussing on areas and populations
currently not accessing green spaces)

 Understanding what actions are needed across
different sectors to help increase access, usage and
the impact of these kinds of activities in the future.

The results of the research are due to be published 
during 2020 and will provide further detail on the 
relationship between access to open space and health 
and well-being in the Borough. 

Play needs assessment 

– Going for walks (77%)  The play needs index (see Figure 5.3) shows some of
 the greater areas of need to be in the Central Spatial Area.

– Jogging (35%) This includes the West Hill area and some areas of St 
Leonards. The West Spatial Area has greater need in the 

17 http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/JsnaSiteAspx/media/jsna-
media/documents/evidenceandlinks/HRBS%202017/HRBS-Hastings-Borough-
Summary-Report---Year-10-FINAL.pdf  
18 https://renaisi.com/research/ 

http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/JsnaSiteAspx/media/jsna-media/documents/evidenceandlinks/HRBS%202017/HRBS-Hastings-Borough-Summary-Report---Year-10-FINAL.pdf
http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/JsnaSiteAspx/media/jsna-media/documents/evidenceandlinks/HRBS%202017/HRBS-Hastings-Borough-Summary-Report---Year-10-FINAL.pdf
http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/JsnaSiteAspx/media/jsna-media/documents/evidenceandlinks/HRBS%202017/HRBS-Hastings-Borough-Summary-Report---Year-10-FINAL.pdf
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south. Areas of high need in the East Spatial Area are 
restricted to Clive Vale. 

Economic context 

 61.7% of the population are of working age (16-64 
years). Levels of employment in the Borough are lower than 
averages for both the South East and Britain as a whole, with 
73.7% of residents in employment compared to 79.3% (South 
East) and 75.7% (GB). Unemployment is notably higher with 
4.7% of the population unemployed compared to 3.1% (South 
East) and 3.9% (GB). 4.7% of residents currently claim 
Universal Credit which a significantly higher proportion than 
the South East (2.1%) and the GB average (3.0).19 

 26% of children in the Borough are in low income 
families20 and the Borough is among the 20 Local Authority 
areas with the highest proportions of children and older people 
in income deprivation in the country.21 

 It is anticipated that employment in Hastings will 
increase by around 3,140 over the period 2015-2028, an 
average per annum increase of 242 jobs.22 Employment 
growth is expected to be lower in Hastings than in other 
borough's and districts in East Sussex.23   

 The Council has identified Hastings Town Centre and 
Bohemia as being a critical opportunity area for continued 
social, economic and cultural regeneration. The Hastings 
Town Centre and Bohemia Area Action Plan (AAP) will form 
part of the Local Plan Refresh and will seek to address and 
overcome several social, economic and environmental 
challenges associated with the area. The area is therefore one 
of the Borough's key locations for regeneration and will help 
deliver growth through improved retail, leisure and cultural 
facilities and in turn generate employment.  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
19

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157296/report.aspx?town=Hasti
ngs#tabeinact 
20 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-
profiles/2019/e07000062.html?area-name=hastings 

21

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/att
achment_data/file/835115/IoD2019_Statistical_Release.pdf 
22 Projections will be based on pre Covid-19 data. It should be recognised that 
the impacts of Covid-19 will be better understood with time and some 
projections/data will likely be less accurate and relevant.  
23 Future Housing Requirements in Hastings. Wessex Economics (2018) 
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 This chapter outlines the key findings from the 
consultation 

Public Consultation 
 This study was supported by an online public survey on 

perceptions and expectations for open spaces in Hastings.  
This survey was available from 27/09/2020 to 27/10/2020 and 
was advertised via Hasting Borough Council’s social media, in 
local schools and within parks and open spaces. Paper copies 
of the survey were available on request but none of these 
were requested or completed. 545 online responses were 
received, full details are in Appendix C. 

Demographics 

 Over 75% of the respondents describe themselves as 
female, 21% male and <1% in another way. 2% of 
respondents preferred not to say. 

 The majority of respondents were between the ages of 
35 and 64, with a fairly even split across the following 
categories: 23% 35-44; 26% 45-54; and 23% 55-64. For the 
younger generations: <1% were under 18s; 2% were between 
18 and 24 and 11% 25-34. 12% of respondents were in the 
65-74 years age bracket and 3% were over 65.  

 A large majority of respondents describe themselves as 
English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/ British (88%). 3% of 
respondents described themselves as having 'any other White 
background', 1% as Irish and 5% answered that they would 
prefer not to say. All other ethnic backgrounds were <1%.  

 These results indicate that the public survey mainly 
reached white females, so It is important that the findings are 
considered with that in mind. Other strands of consultation 
complemented this by reaching more diverse groups. 

Accessibility of open space 

 The survey asked respondents how they got to their 
open spaces and how long it took them to get there. The 
average completion rate for this group of questions was 78%.  

 When asked how long they think it should take to walk to 
their nearest green space, the largest group (35%) stated five 
minutes followed by ten minutes (30%), and two minutes 
(19%). 7% of respondents consider 20 minutes or more to be 
an acceptable walk time.  When asked whether there is a 

-  
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green space within five minutes walking distances of their 
home 77% stated yes and 21% stated no, 1% were unsure. 

 Figure 6.1 shows types of areas and facilities that are 
within easy reach of Hastings residents. Over three quarters of 
respondents have an open area that could be used for walking 
and running within 5 minutes' walk of their home while less 
than 15% have outdoor gym equipment within 5 minutes' walk. 

 The beach and seafront are not as accessible as green 
spaces overall, with over 40% reporting that they were more 
than a 20 minute walk away from this.  

 Figure 6.2 shows that walking and driving were the 
most common ways people in Hastings travel to open spaces 
(79% and 69% of respondents, respectively).  

 Other notable means of accessing open spaces include 
cycling (23%) and buses (14%). 7% of respondents indicated 
that they frequently travel to open spaces by other means and 
provided examples (such as by horse). 

 When asked for just the main method of transport, over 
half of respondents chose walking.  

Use and function of open space 

 Respondents were asked which open space in the 
Borough they visit the most, see Figure 6.3. One third of 
respondents said that Alexandra Park was the open space 
they used the most. In general, the more commonly listed 
sites were the larger ones, such as the seafront or the country 
parks, with some respondents listing specific parts of these 
sites that they tend to visit. Within these sites some areas 
were particularly noted, for example North Seat in Hastings 
Country Park. 

 In general, respondents were more likely to use green 
spaces than visit the beach: 84% of respondents used green 
spaces once a week or more regularly, compared to 65% 
visiting the beach or sea front as shown in  Figure 6.4. For 
green spaces, the most common frequency of use is daily 
(29% of respondents) and for the beach and seafront the most 
common frequency was 2-3 times per week (25%). 

Figure 6.1 Breakdown of responses: Facilities are less 
than 5 minutes' walking distance from home 

Figure 6.2 Breakdown of responses: Ways to access 
parks / green spaces / the seafront 

Figure 6.3 Summary of the most used open spaces in 
Hastings 
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Figure 6.4 Breakdown of responses: Frequency of visits 
to open spaces 

Figure 6.5 Breakdown of responses: How people use 
open spaces 

Figure 6.6 Breakdown of responses: Participation in play 
and active recreation  
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 When asked how they use green spaces and the sea 
front, the most common answer was for 'relaxing' at 74%. 
Over half of respondents also said they use open spaces for 
'meeting friends' and 'family outings'. One third of respondents 
filled out the 'other category' and indicated activities 
undertaken, including dog walking and horse riding. A 
breakdown of responses is shown in Figure 6.5.  

 Participants were asked to identify from a list of nine 
activities what sort of play and active recreation they 
participate in within the Borough's parks and green spaces. 
The results showed the top five most popular activities as 
'walking' (76%), 'dog walking' (48%), 'to use children's play 
equipment' (40%), 'cycling' (26%) and 'running' (19%).  

 8% of respondents selected 'other' and provided further 
detail. Other popular activities amongst respondents include 
horse riding, gardening and rollerblading. 4% indicated they 
do not participate in active recreation or play in the Borough's 
parks and green spaces.  

 The full breakdown of responses (excluding 'other') is 
shown in Figure 6.6. 

 Only 16% of respondents volunteer or are involved in 
community activities with green spaces. The main reason 
stated for not volunteering, by those who would like to, is a 
lack of time.  

 The most popular volunteer opportunity that people 
would like to get involved in is practical volunteering for wildlife 
and conservation (66%), followed by community food growing 
(57%). In contrast, respondents showed that the main type of 
activity people are currently involved in is volunteering at 
community events within green spaces (42%). 

Quantity and Quality of open space 

 When asked whether they agreed or disagreed that 
Hastings had a good amount of green space, nearly three 
quarters of respondents either agreed or strongly agreed. 

 However, when asked whether they felt Hastings 
needed more of any type of open space, the majority of 
respondents also agreed or strongly agreed that there could 
be more of each open space typology, as shown in Figure 
6.7. The responses indicate that there is a particular desire for 
more green ways (linear open spaces / active travel routes) 
within the Borough. Areas of Natural and Semi-Natural Green 
Space and areas for 'natural', informal play were also 
frequently selected by respondents. 
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Figure 6.7 Breakdown of responses: Types of open spaces Hastings needs more of 

 When asked whether their nearest green space had all 
the facilities they would expect, 37% of respondents disagreed 
or strongly disagreed.  

 In general respondents gave a positive response when 
asked about cleanliness, maintenance and safety within the 
open spaces: 60% of respondents strongly agreed or agreed 
that the green spaces were clean and well-maintained and 
69% stated that they felt safe visiting green spaces.  

 Figure 6.8 presents the results from questions relating 
to the provision of facilities in green spaces and the seafront. 
18% of respondents indicated that they feel public transport to 

green spaces is good and 35% consider public transport to the 
seafront/beach to be good. However, it is notable that many 
respondents indicated 'don't know' for this aspect both for the 
seafront/beach (27%) and green spaces (39%).  

 When asked about the provision of seating/benches, the 
largest group consider this aspect to be 'good' or 'very good' 
both at the seafront/beach and within green spaces, 57% and 
46% respectively. Respondents generally consider toilet 
facilities to be 'poor' or 'very poor' both at the seafront/beach 
(46%) and within green spaces (48%). 
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Figure 6.8 Breakdown of responses: Opinions on facilities in open spaces and the seafront / beach 
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Summary of feedback from stakeholder 
consultation 

 In addition to the public consultation, several 
stakeholders were consulted as part of the study. This was a 
combination of direct correspondence via email and an online 
survey which was sent to relevant community groups, land 
management partners and statutory consultees. Several face 
to face meetings were also undertaken with established 
community groups in the Borough.  

Neighbouring authorities 

 Under the 2011 Localism Act and the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF), local planning authorities have a 
legal Duty to Cooperate with other local planning authorities 
and organisations to seek to address strategic planning 
matters that are likely to have an impact beyond their 
immediate Local Plan area. Relevant staff within both Parks 
teams and Planning teams were contacted via email and 
asked to provide responses to several questions. Responses 
were received by representatives of the authorities: 

 East Sussex County Council

 Rother District Council

 Folkestone and Hythe District Council

Headline findings 

 Consultation with neighbouring authorities focussed on 
identifying areas for cross boundary discussion or partnership 
working and identifying evidence of open spaces in Hastings 
being used by residents from other boroughs or vice-versa. 
Participants were also asked to provide any other information 
they felt to be relevant to the preparation of the study. The 
headline findings are summarised below.  

Opportunities for cross-boundary discussion or 
partnership 

 The area to the north of Ivyhouse Industrial Estate within
Rother District has been the subject of a landscape
assessment to identify Green Infrastructure opportunities
on an unmanaged countryside area which is used
informally by local people.

 Rother District Council has worked cross-boundary in
relation to Combe Valley Countryside Park and also on
the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) with Hastings Borough
Council (HBC).

 Rother District Council are currently reviewing and
updating the PPS with Hastings Borough Council.

 Folkestone and Hythe are working on a Sustainable
Access and Recreation Management Strategy (SARMS)
for the Dungeness area in partnership with Rother
District Council.

Recent evidence to suggest that open spaces are 
regularly being used by Hastings residents or vice versa 

 There is anecdotal evidence that Hastings residents
regularly use Egerton Park in Rother District.

 Visitor surveys for the Sustainable Access and
Recreation Management Strategy (SARMS) area at
Dungeness found that relatively few Hastings residents
visit the area. Where they do, they tend to visit Rye
Harbour or Camber rather than Dungeness sites within
Folkestone and Hythe District.

Statutory consultees and land management partners 

 An online survey was sent to several relevant 
organisations including land management partners and 
statutory consultees. Responses were received from the 
following organisations: 

 Environment Agency (EA)

 Natural England

 Groundwork

 Sussex Wildlife Trust

Headline findings 

 The consultation questions included within the online 
survey included the following: 

 What is your organisation’s involvement in the
management of parks and open spaces in the Borough?

 What relevant legal obligations should the Council be
aware of in terms of open space management?

 Are there any opportunities for open spaces to further
contribute to the vision of your organisation’s objectives?

 Are there any issues that you consider important for the
open space audit to address?

 Do you have any good examples of where working with
Hastings Borough Council has helped your organisation
to achieve its aims and objectives?

Involvement in the management of parks and open 
spaces in the Borough 

 Environment Agency involvement in open spaces in the
Borough is limited to working to deliver Water
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Framework Directive (WFD) objectives to improve the 
quality of WFD designated water bodies to reach good 
ecological status/potential. 

 Natural England consider that the Open Space and Play 
Assessment in Hastings poses no risk or opportunity in 
terms of its statutory purpose and therefore has not 
provided comment on the consultation.  

 Groundwork provide skills and training opportunities as 
part of green space improvement projects. Within 
Hastings, the organisation has primarily been working in 
Hastings Country Park (as part of the Heritage Lottery 
Fund funded 'Hidden Hastings' project) and also at 
Combe Valley Countryside Park assisting in creating a 
Community Interest Company to take on the long-term 
management of the park.  

 Sussex Wildlife Trust is involved in the management of 
several open spaces in the Borough including: 

– Filsham Reedbed SSSI (under a lease up to 2032) 

– Marline Valley Nature Reserve SSSI (under a lease 
up to 2030)  

– Historic involvement in projects at Hastings Country 
Park and Combe Valley Countryside Park 

Legal obligations relating to the management of open 
space 
 
 The Environment Agency has access requirements 8m 

either side of any main river to be able to carry out 
maintenance activities. Flood Risk Activity Permits or 
Land Drainage consent are required for many works in 
or near the river network. 

 Several respondents reminded the Council of their duties 
under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 
(NERC) Act (2006) which states that 40( 1): 'public 
authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, 
so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those 
functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.' 

 Should any proposals for open space in the Borough 
significantly impact on the natural environment then, in 
accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities Act 2006, Natural England 
should be consulted. 

Opportunities for open spaces in the Borough to 
contribute to other organisation’s objectives 
 
 The Environment Agency highlighted opportunities to 

use riparian open spaces / woodland to attenuate flood 
flow by working with natural processes in rivers and 

ordinary watercourses. There are also issues associated 
with bathing water quality, and this could be supported 
by improved open space management. This response 
also included suggestions relating to the potential 
restoration of the Hollington Stream. 

 The Environment Agency also highlighted the 'Combe 
Haven Working with Natural Processes' project. The 
project is currently under development and could provide 
opportunities to work in partnership and enhance natural 
processes and the SSSI at Marline Valley Woods. The 
ordinary watercourse that runs through this site could be 
considered for natural flood management interventions. 
The adjacent farmland could also be targeted for advice 
on reducing phosphate and sediment run off. The 
respondent highlighted that management of these water 
courses is linked to bathing water quality status up to 
one mile out to sea. 

 Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) highlighted their vision, 
which is for ‘Sussex to be a home for nature’s recovery. 
Where people and wildlife can thrive together and where 
people have access to the natural world and to the 
benefits of nature’. To help achieve this, the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust seeks to encourage a landscape led 
approach within the natural environment in order to 
create ‘a coherent and resilient ecological network to 
underpin the good ecological status of Sussex’.  SWT 
note that Hastings' audit of its open space should 
provide future opportunities to map and understand the 
connections between these open spaces for both people 
and wildlife. This should be seen as a baseline from 
which to identify opportunities to both build resilience 
into the landscape and increase connectivity. If carried 
out well, this has the capacity to benefit biodiversity and 
people. This is especially important given the ecological 
and climate emergencies noted by Hastings Borough 
Council.  

Issues considered important for the open space audit to 
address  
 
 Ensure that blue infrastructure is included within the 

audit (EA). 

 The representative from Groundwork highlighted the 
provision of ongoing stewardship as an important issue; 
suggesting further community involvement as a potential 
solution. The same respondent also highlighted that an 
important category of open space and play space in the 
Borough are those owned by housing associations.  

 The representative from Sussex Wildlife Trust 
highlighted several potential areas of focus: 

– Resilience to climate change. 
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– Supporting the functions of habitats and species.

– Understanding the function of open spaces in the
wider landscape, including surrounding local
authority areas, and delivery of ecosystem services
to inform sustainable locations of development.

Examples of where working with Hastings Council has 
helped organisations achieve their aims and objectives 

 The Environment Agency have been working with
Hastings Borough Council and other partners through
the Hastings Bathing Water Project to address bathing
water quality issues. Leading on from this, work is being
undertaken with Rother Voluntary Action on the Clean
Sea Please Campaign, an educational awareness
raising project focusing on improving Hastings and
Bexhill bathing water quality.

 Through the Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels Catchment
Partnership, the EA are focusing on Combe Valley
Countryside Park to identify opportunities to improve and
enhance the environment and encompass natural flood
management where possible within the catchment.

 Groundwork have worked with the Council on
community activities and encouraging citizenship.

 The lease of several Council owned sites to The Wildlife
Trust has enabled positive management for the benefit
of biodiversity.

Consultation meetings with community groups 

 An offer of face to face consultation meetings was 
extended to several established groups within the community. 
Meetings were subsequently arranged with:  

 Hastings and Rother Disability Forum

 Hastings Mosque

 Hastings Youth Council (HYC)

Headline findings 

The format of each meeting was a guided discussion with 
small groups. Participants were provided with a brief overview 
of the purpose of the meeting and of the open space/play 
space assessment.  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
24 It was not possible to clarify whether this reference was to The Oval or White 
Rock Gardens as the consultee may have been using a local name. 

Popular sites and their use 

 Summary comments from the Hastings Mosque
meeting:

– The beach is generally used for relaxing/quiet
contemplation.

– Open spaces are generally used for walking and
children's play.

– St Leonards Gardens was noted as a popular site.

 Summary comments from the Hastings and Rother
Disability Forum:

– Several open spaces are used for dog walking such
as The Oval24 / Falaise Road.

– The Café at Alexandra Park was noted as a well-
used and popular facility.

– St Leonards Gardens are good for dog walking and
football.

 Summary comments from Hastings Youth Council:

– Alexandra Park is popular for hanging out with
friends, listening to music and relaxing.

– Torfield is a popular MUGA.

– Stade Open Space25 is popular due to events.

– Members use the beach for jogging, sports, dancing
and having fun with friends.

– Hastings Country Park is used by some members to
spend time with friends.

Issues 

 Participants highlighted sense of security within parks as
a concern.

 Open spaces in some areas are associated with anti-
social behaviour and drug use.

 Some participants noted lack of lighting in some open
spaces as an issue (e.g. Alexandra Park).

 A lack of car parking may be limiting the use of the
beach by some residents. There are limited disabled
parking spaces in some areas, such as in the area
around The Stade (not considered an open space).

25 Not considered an 'open space' for this assessment. 
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 Some play equipment in the Borough needs updating or 
repairing. Participants noted that some residents travel 
to out of borough sites to access play facilities.  

 Cleanliness was noted to be an issue, particularly 
removal of drug paraphernalia and dog mess. 

 Access issues were noted at Hastings Country Park, this 
includes areas closed due to landslides and also 
removal of handrails in places. 

 Some participants noted an issue with events held in 
parks as they periodically limit public access and 
damaged features are not necessarily re-instated.  

 Existing and proposed cycle paths have potential to 
cause conflict and may cause safety issues for people 
with visual or hearing impairments. This includes the 
existing cycle path along the promenade. 

 Wheelchair access and wayfinding at several key open 
spaces in the Borough is poor, such as Combe Valley 
Countryside Park. Access to the beach for wheelchair 
users and those with pushchairs is limited. Wooden 
trackway provides access in some places but is very 
narrow and restrictive.  

 HYC identified several open spaces that are perceived 
to be unsafe, including 'Hollington', West Hill and 
woodlands in general.  

 HYC highlighted that a lack of lighting limits the use of 
some open spaces and that lighting adjacent to the 
seafront is dim.  

 HYC noted that aggressive behaviour from some locals 
is an issue in some areas.  

Opportunities  
 
 Ensuring good design in open spaces was noted as 

being important to increase the sense of safety. 

 CCTV was mentioned by several participants as a 
possible solution to issues around perceptions of safety. 

 Shelters, toilets and litter bins within parks were 
recognised as being important to allow use of spaces 
year-round. 

 Some participants suggested that more swings could be 
provided in Country Parks.  

 Wheelchair accessible benches are good and could be 
increased in number. 

 Multiple areas for disabled parking could be provided 
where topography limits access across a site.  

 HYC noted Alexandra Park as an important space to 
hang out with friends, listen to music and relax. 

 HYC noted that some facilities cost money and more 
free activities could be provided in parks.  

 HYC noted that more events could be held within open 
spaces and cited the events programme at The Stade as 
example.  
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 It is critical that an assessment of open space and play 
space is underpinned by accurate spatial data. It was 
therefore essential that the 'baseline' data held by Hastings 
Borough Council was verified and updated to reflect current 
provision. 

Updating the baseline  
 In order to update the GIS datasets, data from the 

following studies was made available to the project team: 

 Hastings Parks and Open Space Strategy (2006) 

 Hastings and St Leonards Play Space Strategy (2015) 

 However, these data sets did not provide full coverage of 
open space in the Borough. To supplement the data, Hastings 
Borough Council were able to provide the following additional 
datasets: 

 Combe Valley Countryside Park 

 Country park 

 Allotments 

 Historic parks and gardens 

 Beach 

 Local green spaces 

 Open spaces (an additional dataset held by the Council) 

 Private open spaces 

 Churchyards 

 Local Nature Reserves 

 Local Wildlife Sites 

 Ancient woodland 

 Woodland 

 These data sets were reviewed and open spaces were 
added to the master GIS layer where relevant. 

 Verifying and updating site boundaries  
 In addition, the following data sources were used to 

review and refine the baseline open space dataset: 

 Ordnance Survey Public Greenspace.  

-  
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 Ordnance Survey MasterMap.

 Open Street Map Points of Interest.

 Aerial photography (Bing, Google, ESRI).

 Internet searches for information on particular sites.

 Council officer knowledge.

Once a set of open space boundaries were assembled,
the following tasks were completed for each open space: 

 boundary accuracy reviewed;

 names added;

 access information added;

 typology added (more info below); and

 secondary typology added if relevant (more info below).

Categorisation of sites by typology 

 Each site has been assigned a primary typology based 
on key characteristics and functionality, as set out in Table 
7.1. The typology for each site was reviewed during an initial 
desk study and amended following site visits as appropriate.  

 All the open spaces identified in Hastings are shown in 
Figure 7.1 by primary typology.

Table 7.1 Open space typology descriptions 

Type of open space Primary purpose 

Parks and Gardens Accessible, high quality opportunities for informal recreation and community events. More 
multi-functional than other open space, offering space for quiet relaxation as well as a range 
of amenities and activities for visitors.  Parks often include children’s play, youth and/or 
outdoor sports facilities.  

Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 

Access to nature, wildlife conservation, biodiversity and environmental education 
awareness. 

Green Corridors Walking, cycling or horse riding, whether for leisure purposes or travel, and opportunities for 
wildlife migration. No publicly accessible green corridors have been identified in 
Hastings. 

Amenity Green Space Opportunities for informal activities close to home or work. Amenity Green Spaces provide a 
less formal green space experience than Park and Gardens, with generally fewer facilities 
and habitats.  

Allotments Opportunities for those people who wish to do so to grow their own produce as part of the 
long-term promotion of sustainability, health and social inclusion. 

Cemeteries and 
Churchyards 

Quiet contemplation and burial of the dead, often linked to the promotion of wildlife 
conservation and biodiversity. 

Provision for Children 
and Teenagers 

Areas designed primarily for play and social interaction involving children and young people, 
such as equipped play areas, ball courts, skateboard areas and teenage shelters. 

Outdoor Sports Provision Participation in outdoor sports, such as pitch sports, tennis, bowls, athletics, or countryside 
and water sports.  

Beach and Seafront 
Promenade 

A range of opportunities for play, informal recreation, exercise and access to nature. 
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and semi-natural green space, the area of playspace or sports 
pitches within them was excluded.  This ensured no double 
counting across typologies.  However, when applying 
accessibility catchments, it is considered that it is the ‘total 
site’ that defines the catchment. So for example, a football 
pitch and playground within a park are likely enhance to its 
popularity.  Therefore, when accessibility catchments have 
been applied the total area has been used to calculate the 
appropriate buffer. This is illustrated in Figure 7.2. 

Approach to mapping multi-functional sites 

 Due to the multi-functional nature of the open spaces in 
Hastings, some facilities (e.g. play spaces and sports pitches) 
are often located within other types of space, such as a 
natural and semi-natural green space.  In order to ensure that 
sites falling within wider spaces are taken into account in the 
analysis, these sites were given a ‘secondary’ typology.  When 
calculating total quantities of provision of, for example, natural 

Figure 7.2 Approach to mapping multi-functional sites 
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Developing a hierarchy 
 In order to develop a framework for analysis of the sites 

and to set appropriate standards, a detailed hierarchy has 
been developed. For the purpose of this assessment, a 
combination of the size of sites and open space typologies 
has been used. The hierarchy recognises that open spaces of 
different sizes would be expected to provide a different 'offer' 
to users. For instance, users will be more likely to travel 
further to reach a larger site with more facilities than a small 
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area of amenity green space with no facilities. Established, 
recognised guidance for England26  has been referred to in 
developing the hierarchy and adapted to be appropriate for 
the Hastings context.  This is shown in Table 7.2. 

 A hierarchy has also been developed for equipped play 
facilities, which is primarily based on the age ranges catered 
for, as shown in Table 7.3.

Table 7.2 Developing an open space hierarchy 

Typology Regional 
provision 

District provision Local provision Small local 
provision 

Parks and Gardens 

Size threshold (area ha) 60.1ha+ 20.1-60ha 2.1-20ha <2.0ha 

Natural and Semi Natural Green Space 

Size threshold (area ha) 60.1ha+ 20.1-60ha 2.1-20ha <2.0ha 

Amenity Green Space 

Size threshold (area ha) N/A 

The division of Amenity Greenspace into a hierarchy was not deemed appropriate for the purposes of this 
assessment. This is predominantly local provision and the majority of sites within Hastings are relatively 
small in size.  

Allotments 

Size thresholds (area 
ha) 

N/A 

Further division of Allotments into a hierarchy was not deemed appropriate for the purposes of this 
assessment as this type of open space performs the same function and 'offer' regardless of size.  

Cemeteries and Churchyards 

Size thresholds (area 
ha) 

N/A 

Further division of Cemeteries and Churchyards was not deemed appropriate. 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
26 CABE (2009) Open Space Strategies: Best Practice Guidance 
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Typology Regional 
provision 

District provision Local provision Small local 
provision 

Equipped Play Facilities Neighbourhood 
playable space 

Local playable 
space 

Doorstep playable 
space 

Classification/Criteria See table below. 

Other play 
& youth space 

Further division of 'Other play' was not deemed appropriate for the purposes of this assessment. 

Outdoor Sports 
Provision 

Detailed assessment of this type of provision is addressed within the Borough Leisure Facilities and 
Playing Pitch Strategy. Outdoor sports which provide opportunities for informal recreation in addition to 
organised sport have been identified and included within the audit. 

Beach and Seafront 
Promenade 

The beach and seafront promenade will be assessed as one site, therefore will not be classified within a 
hierarchy. 

Table 7.3 Criteria for play hierarchy 

Criteria Doorstep Playable Space Local Playable Space Neighbourhood Playable 
Space 

Youth Space 

Description of high 
quality/value play 
space  

A landscaped space 
including engaging play 
features for young 
children, and places for 
carers to sit and talk. 
Parental/guardian 
supervision. 

A landscaped space with 
landscaping and 
equipment so that 
children aged from birth 
to 11 can play and be 
physically active and they 
and their carers can sit 
and talk. Flexible use. No 
formal supervision. 

A varied natural space 
with secluded and open 
areas, landscaping and 
equipment so that 
children aged from birth 
to 11 can play and be 
physically active and they 
and their carers can sit 
and talk, with some youth 
facilities. Flexible use. 
May include youth space 
May be supervised. 

Social space for young 
people aged 12 and over 
to meet, hang out and 
take part in informal sport 
or physical recreational 
activities. No formal 
supervision. 

Guideline size 100 sq m 300 sq m 500 sq m 200 sq m 

Age group One age group (e.g. 0-5) Two age groups (e.g. 0-5 
& 5-11) 

All ages 12+ 
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Current provision 
 Following the assignment of a primary typology and 

hierarchy to each of the sites, Table 7.4 summarises the 
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quantity of provision by typology and hierarchy within the 
Borough. This includes all sites whether or not they were 
audited. Table 7.5 breaks down the provision of open space 
by primary typology in each Spatial Area (in hectares), the 
data in Table 7.5 is also shown in Figure 7.2.

Table 7.4 Open space by primary typology and hierarchy 

Primary typology Hierarchy Count Area (ha) 
in 
Hastings 

Example 

Park and Garden District 1 41.08 Alexandra Park 

Park and Garden Local 5 22.92 Gensing Gardens 

Park and Garden Small local 12 9.44 Amherst Gardens 

Park and Garden Total 18 73.45 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 

Regional 2 323.63 Hastings Country Park1 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 

District 3 102.16 Marline Wood 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 

Local 17 107.09 Speckled Wood 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 

Small local 8 8.92 Hare Way 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 

Total 30 541.81 

Allotments 14 19.18 Marina Allotments 

Amenity Green Space 46 17.16 Brightling Avenue 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 23 30.24 Hastings Cemetery 

Provision for Children and 
Teenagers 

40 2.42 Boyne Road playground 

Beach and Seafront Promenade 1 19.43 Hastings Beach 

Hastings total 172 703.68 

Table 7.5 All open space by primary typology by Spatial Area 

Primary typology Central (Area ha) East (Area ha) West (Area ha) 

Park and Garden 38.22 2.19 33.04 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 

9.97 258.28 273.56 

Allotments 1.48 6.89 8.80 

Amenity Green Space 0.82 6.98 11.37 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 0.53 27.64 2.06 
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Primary typology Central (Area ha) East (Area ha) West (Area ha) 

Provision for Children and 
Teenagers 

0.12 1.04 1.26 

Beach and Seafront Promenade 9.36 4.25 5.83 

Overall total 60.50 307.27 335.92 

Figure 7.3 All open space by primary typology by Spatial Area 
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 There is additional provision for children and young 
people found within other primary typologies and this will be 
considered in detail later in this section. Similarly, there are 
additional sports facilities found within other typologies. 

 For the purposes of this assessment, sites categorised 
as 'accessible' are those that fall under the following access 
categories: 

 Freely accessible to public

 Freely accessible to public: opening hours

 Freely accessible to the public: unofficial/de facto

De facto definition: Unofficial access to a site that is 
intended to be not publicly accessible, e.g. evidence 
of access through a gap in a fence. 

 Table 7.6 shows the quantity of open space assessed 
for this study and its accessibility. 

 Table 7.7 shows how public open space is distributed 
between the Spatial Areas. 

Table 7.6 Open space categorised by accessibility 

Primary typology Freely accessible to 
public (Area ha) 

Freely accessible to 
public: opening 
hours (Area ha) 

Freely accessible to 
public: unofficial/de 
facto (Area ha) 

Restricted access: 
members/ tenants 
only (Area ha) 

Restricted access: 
other (Area ha) 

Park and Garden 72.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Natural and Semi 
Natural Green 
Space 

531.06 0.00 6.48 0.00 4.27 

Amenity Green 
Space 

19.18 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Allotments 0.00 0.00 0.00 17.16 0.00 

Cemeteries and 
Churchyards 

3.21 27.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Provision for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

1.99 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Beach and Seafront 
Promenade 

19.43 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Total 647.84 27.02 6.48 17.16 4.27 

Table 7.7 Accessible open space by primary typology by Spatial Area 

Primary typology Central (Area ha) East (Area ha) West (Area ha) 

Park and Garden 38.15 2.19 32.65 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 

9.97 254.01 273.56 

Amenity Green Space 0.82 6.98 11.37 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 0.53 27.64 2.06 

Provision for Children and 
Teenagers 

0.12 0.60 1.26 

Beach and Seafront Promenade 9.36 4.25 5.83 
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Primary typology Central (Area ha) East (Area ha) West (Area ha) 

Total accessible open space 58.94 295.67 326.73 

 Using the approach outlined in paragraph 7.9, a number 
of secondary typologies were identified within larger sites. As 
can be seen in Table 7.8 when all secondary typologies are 
removed from the primary typologies and placed alongside 
their equivalent primary typology, the total area of parks and 
gardens reduces. This is because many of these have outdoor 
sports facilities or provision for children and young people as a 
secondary typology. Similarly, the total area of provision for 
children and teenagers increases, as more sites of this type 
have been identified as a secondary typology than as primary 
typology. 

Table 7.8 Total amount of accessible open space by 
typology when secondary typologies are combined with 
their equivalent primary typology 

Primary and secondary 
typologies 

Area (ha) 

Park and Garden 44.99 

Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 

601.05 

Amenity Green Space 16.03 

Allotments 17.16 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 30.47 

Provision for Children and 
Teenagers 

3.30 

Outdoor Sports Provision 10.51 

Beach and Seafront 
Promenade 

19.38 

Total 742.89 

Play provision 
 67 play areas and 20 other play areas (MUGA, green 

gyms, wheels parks, basketball hoops, ping pong tables) were 
identified, of which 64 and 20 were audited respectively. 40 
sites have a primary typology of ‘Provision for children and 
teenagers’. The rest of the equipped play provision is found 
with other typologies (and mapped as a secondary typology) 
as shown in Table 7.9 and Table 7.10. 

Table 7.9 Number of play areas by primary typology 

Primary typology Number of play areas 

Park and Garden 9 

Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 

4 

Amenity Green Space 13 

Provision for Children and 
Teenagers 

39 

Beach and Seafront 
Promenade 

2 

Total 67 

Table 7.10 Number of other play areas by primary 
typology 

Primary typology MUGA Green 
gym 

Wheels 
park 

Other 

Park and Garden 1 0 2 4 

Natural and Semi 
Natural Green 
Space 

0 0 0 1 

Amenity Green 
Space 

1 1 2 1 

Provision for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

4 0 0 3 

Beach and Seafront 
Promenade 

0 1 0 0 

 Play areas were found to cater for children of all ages 
and offer a wide range of activities. Of the audited play areas, 
84% of sites with play cater for under 5s; 87% cater for ages 
5-11; and 23% cater for 11+. In addition, 70% of the play
areas provide space for informal play/ general runabout/
natural play.

 Sites with ‘other play’ provide a range of activities such 
as green gyms, MUGAs and wheels parks; some of which are 
suitable for a wide range of users. 

 Each audited site with play has been assigned to a 
playable space hierarchy based upon the age groups catered 
for. Other play has been categorised separately, even if it is 
co-located with play provision. This is due to the fact that 
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some sites are not solely for use by children. The play 
space hierarchy is described in Table 7.3. Based upon the 
play hierarchy, the following playable spaces were recorded 
(excluding sites which were not audited): 

 8 doorstep playable spaces

 42 local playable spaces

 14 neighbourhood playable spaces

Table 7.11 shows the distribution of play spaces by
Spatial Area. The numbers vary between Spatial Areas which 
is likely influenced by the variable size of each Spatial Area. 

Table 7.11 Audited play spaces by Spatial Area 

Hierarchy Central East West 

Doorstep 0 3 5 

Local 5 10 27 

Neighbourhood 3 6 5 
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 Table 7.12 shows the ages catered for by play spaces 
broken down by Spatial Area. 

Table 7.12 Ages catered for by play spaces by Spatial 
Area 

Spatial Area Under 5s Age 5-11 Age 11+ 

Central 6 8 5 

East 17 16 6 

West 31 32 4 
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 The chapter summarises the results from the site audits 
that were undertaken as part of the study. 158 sites were 
visited throughout the Borough and were subject to a detailed 
audit based on the Green Flag Award themes (full site audits 
are shown in Appendix G). The Green Flag Award is a 
recognised benchmark standard for open space management 
in the UK and internationally. Detailed criteria have been 
developed that are suitable for the Hastings context and have 
been categorised as relating to either: 

 'value' (the presence of various features and facilities,
and value to the local community); or

 'quality' (aspects relating to management and the
condition of features and facilities).

The box below provides an overview of the Green Flag
themes considered as part of the site audits. 

Assessment themes 
(based on green flag award criteria) 

1. A Welcoming Place: Welcoming, good & safe access,
signage, equal access for all.

2. Healthy, Safe and Secure: Safe equipment & facilities,
personal security, dog fouling, appropriate provision of facilities,
quality of facilities.

3. Clean and Well Maintained: Litter & waste management,
grounds maintenance & horticulture, building & infrastructure
maintenance.

4. Sustainability: Environmental sustainability, waste
minimisation, arboriculture & woodland management.

5. Conservation and Heritage: Conservation of nature
features, wild flora & fauna, conservation of landscape features,
conservation of buildings & structures.

6. Community Involvement: Community involvement in
management & development including outreach work,
appropriate provision for the community

7. Marketing and Culture: Marketing & promotion, provision of
appropriate information, provision of appropriate educational
interpretation/information

-  
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A welcoming place 

Entrances 

 Entrances can make a contribution to how sites are 
perceived by potential visitors and local residents. In order to 
be inviting, entrances should be open, clean, in a good state 
of repair and provide some visibility in and out of the site. The 
results of the site audit indicate that quality of entrances vary 
across the typologies. Parks and gardens generally provide a 
variety of amenities and facilities for a wide range of users and 
would generally be expected to provide obvious, easy to find 
entrances that have an entrance sign. Cemeteries and 
churchyards achieved the highest proportion of 'very good' 
scores for this criterion, followed by parks and gardens. 
Amenity green spaces often do not have an obvious entrance 
and the majority of sites within this typology scored 'fair' for 
this aspect. Natural and semi-natural green spaces had the 
highest proportion of 'very poor' scores.  

Figure 8.1 To what extent are the entrances 
well presented? 

Signage 

 Up to date, clear, good quality signage that is accessible 
and readable for a range of users gives an indication of 
whether a site is well cared for and can enhance the 
experience for new and regular users. For larger sites and 
natural and semi-natural sites, signage can be used to 
indicate promoted walking and cycling routes and provide 
information as to what facilities are on site.  

 The vast majority of parks and gardens scored either 
'fair' or 'good' for this criterion. Amenity green space had the 
highest proportion of 'very poor' scores. Such sites are 
generally small in size, have few facilities and a low diversity 
of habitats and signage may not always be appropriate or 
necessary. 

Figure 8.2 What is the overall provision of 
signage?  

Quality of access 

 The audits included an assessment of the quality of 
access to the open space and quality of access within and 
through the open space.  

 The quality of access to open spaces may be influenced 
by several factors. Some sites benefit from good access via 
several modes of transport, such as nearby public transport 
links, provision of car parking, cycle paths and cycle parking. 
Where located within built up areas, amenity green spaces 
should offer easy access for informal recreation close to 
resident's homes. Within Hastings, steep topography in many 
locations may also influence the use of some sites and limits 
good access.  

 Parks and gardens, due to the range of facilities that 
may be provided, require careful consideration of the Equality 
Act (2010). Any type of open space will be able to provide a 
wider range of benefits to the local community if they have 
good Access for All, and can better used by the elderly, infirm 
and people with physical disabilities.  

 As may be expected, parks and gardens performed 
better than other types of open space in relation to the quality 
of access within and through open spaces, with over three 
quarters of sites scoring 'good' or 'very good'.  Most natural 
and semi-natural sites in the Borough have few or no surfaced 
paths and generally do not provide good access. This typology 
had the highest proportion of 'very poor' scores for this aspect. 
Several key sites in the Borough, such as Hastings Country 
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Park, have maintained, surfaced routes that provide good 
access to some areas.  

 Steep topography limits good access within and through 
some open spaces, for instance within several of the 
Borough's wooded valleys such as Old Roar Gill and Speckled 
Wood where bridges and deck boardwalks are required to 
cross valleys, rivers and ditches.  

Figure 8.3 What is the overall quality of 
access within and through the open space? 

 Figure 8.4 provides supporting images that illustrate some 
of the key findings from this Green Flag Award theme.
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Figure 8.4 A welcoming place – summary of audit results 

Good quality access within areas of St Leonards Gardens Welcoming entrance at St Helen's Wood 

Poor access in places at Upper Broomgrove Deck boardwalks and bridges required at Old Roar Gill to 
provide access across steep topography 

Good quality signage at Ponds Wood Welcoming entrances at Alexandra Park 
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Healthy, safe and secure 
 Criteria under this Green Flag Award theme relate to 

facilities, site attributes and management aspects that 
encourage and facilitate active and informal recreation, and 
healthy lifestyles.  

 Residents of all ages, abilities and backgrounds should 
feel comfortable entering and using open spaces. Fostering a 
sense of safety and security can be achieved through 
appropriate management and design and may help encourage 
users of all ages and abilities to enjoy and utilise their local 
park or open space. 

 As shown in Figure 8.5, parks and gardens and 
amenity green spaces performed well in terms of having 
natural surveillance from surrounding properties.  

 Most natural and semi-natural sites do not benefit from 
natural surveillance. This may be due to several factors such 
as a predominance of tree cover, sites being located away 
from dense urban development or sites that are large with few 
directly adjoining properties. While the open character of the 
beach affords good views for natural surveillance, some areas 
are physically separated from built up areas and have a sense 
of remoteness.  

Figure 8.5 Is there natural surveillance into 
the site from surrounding properties? 

 

 As shown in Figure 8.6, the audit found that the 
approaches to open spaces generally feel open and secure, 
with the exception of natural and semi-natural green spaces, 
where approaches to around half of sites were not considered 
to feel open and secure. A small proportion of amenity green 
spaces also performed poorly against this aspect. In many 
cases this may be due to poor visibility in and out of 
entrances, encroaching vegetation and a lack of entrances 
that appear 'intentional' or managed.  

Figure 8.6 Do the approaches feel safe and 
secure? 

 As may be expected, Figure 8.7 shows that amenity 
green spaces and parks and gardens had the highest 
proportion of sites with a flow of people through the open 
space. 

 A flow of people indicates a site that is well used, and 
can often be influenced by a site's location; for instance where 
a site functions as a through route or thoroughfare such as at 
Alexandra Park. The results of this criteria will be influenced 
by the time of day at which the site audit was undertaken but 
provides an indication of sites that may suffer from a reduced 
sense of safety and security.  

  Figure 8.8 provides supporting images that illustrate some 
of the key findings from this Green Flag Award theme. 

Figure 8.7 Is there a flow of people through 
the open space? 0
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Figure 8.8 Healthy, safe and secure – summary of audit results 

Some entrances at Speckled Wood do not feel safe and secure Provision of lifebuoys at Alexandra Park 

Good natural surveillance at Mendip Gardens Provision of lighting but little natural surveillance at Hare Way 

Measured walking routes at Hastings Country Park Provision of toilets at Hastings Country Park 
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Clean and well-maintained 

Cleanliness 

 As shown in Figure 8.9, the overall level of cleanliness 
was generally found to be good, with most sites scoring 'good' 
or 'very good'. Natural and semi-natural sites generally 
performed worse than other typologies for this aspect.  

Figure 8.9 Overall cleanliness? 

Planting and grass areas 

 Figure 8.10 and Figure 8.11 show audit results for 
overall condition of planted areas and overall condition of 
grass areas respectively. Many sites do not contain planted 
areas (i.e. ornamental planting, shrubberies or edible 
planting). Cemeteries and churchyards and parks and gardens 
had the highest proportion of sites with planted areas, and 
generally performed better when compared to other 
typologies.  

Figure 8.10 Overall condition of planted 
areas. 

 Areas of grass within parks and gardens were generally 
found to be in 'good ' or 'very good' condition, while grass 
within amenity green spaces was generally found to be 'fair' or 
'good'.  

Figure 8.11 Overall condition of grass areas. 

Footpaths 

 The condition of footpaths can have a significant impact 
upon quality of access within and through a site and can limit 
the range of users that may access and benefit from site 
features, facilities and amenities. Figure 8.12 shows the 
results relating to the overall condition of footpaths, meaning 
that some sites with a low score may still contain some good 
quality paths. As can be seen, some sites, particularly amenity 
green spaces, do not contain a recognisable network of 
footpaths. 
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Figure 8.12 Overall condition of footpaths 

Buildings 

 As shown in Figure 8.13, the vast majority of sites do 
not contain buildings. Buildings within parks and gardens are 
generally in a 'fair' or 'good' condition. Amenity greenspaces 
had the largest proportion of buildings in a 'poor' condition. 
Lower scores may be as a result of issues around graffiti, 
vandalism or a general lack of maintenance.  

Figure 8.13 Overall condition of buildings 

Figure 8.14 provides examples of provision found 
during the audits.  
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Figure 8.14 Clean and well maintained – summary of audit results 

Grass areas in good condition at Brightling Avenue Graffiti at West Hill Road 

Fly tipping in places at Combe Valley Countryside Park Good quality, well maintained signage at Marline Wood 

Footpaths and hard surfaces in good condition at Farley Bank Well maintained planting at St Barnabas Church 
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Sustainability 
 Open spaces can perform a range of functions with 

regards to environmental sustainability. Sustainable 
management practices within open spaces may include good 
waste management, composting, drought tolerant planting, 
water harvesting, mulching or the use of solar panels on 
parks buildings.  Figure 8.15 show a summary of scores for 
this criterion. 

 Several open spaces are also situated such that they 
perform a 'buffer' role and help absorb noise and pollutants 
from busy roads or industrial areas.  

Figure 8.15 Evidence of sustainable 
management practices  

Conservation and heritage 
 Hastings' network of open spaces includes landscapes 

and features that highlight the Borough's rich history. This 
includes Alexandra Park, designed by Robert Marnock and St 
Leonards Gardens, designed by James Burton. Close to the 
coast, the aesthetic of parks and open spaces generally reflect 
the Borough's heritage as an important seaside resort within 
easy reach of London, and provide an important setting to the 
mix of architectural styles that are represented in the built 
environment.  

 The many wooded valleys and 'ghylls' are a distinctive 
feature of the region. Such features make an important 
contribution to the character and wider landscape of the 
Borough and have influenced the pattern of built development. 

 Open spaces also provide a valuable role in terms of 
nature conservation and providing space for nature. Amongst 
amenity green spaces, parks and gardens, and cemeteries 
and churchyards there was little indication of management for 
nature conservation. Management for nature conservation 
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was noted within a handful of sites, which may include 
woodland management, reduced grass mowing regimes or 
planting for pollinators. The results of this assessment are 
shown in Figure 8.16. 

 A 'no' response for this question does not necessarily 
mean that sites are not providing benefits for biodiversity, but 
that there is little indication of intentional management for 
nature conservation. In the case of habitat areas within natural 
and semi-natural sites, 'light touch' or minimal intervention 
management has been noted as part of this criteria.   

Figure 8.16 Is there indication that features 
are being managed for nature conservation 
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Figure 8.17 Sustainability - conservation and heritage – summary of audit results 

Composting green waste at St Leonards Gardens Cycle parking at White Rock Gardens 

Retention of deadwood and woodland management at Speckled 
Wood 

Good water's edge treatment in places at Alexandra Park 

Heritage features maintained and interpreted at St Mary's 
Churchyard 

Close mown amenity grassland offers little for biodiversity at 
Chambers Crescent 



Chapter 8  
Quality and value assessment 

Hastings Strategic Open and Play Space Assessment 
July 2020 

LUC  I 58 

Community involvement 
 Evidence of an active community group was noted on 

some sites within each typology. However, this does not 
necessarily indicate that groups are involved in active 
management of a site or are a recognised Borough 'friends 
group'. Community groups may also be involved in organising 
events, volunteering opportunities or other organised 
community activities. Active community groups were mainly 
associated with natural and semi-natural green spaces and 
cemeteries and churchyards as shown in Figure 8.18.  

Figure 8.18 Is there evidence of an active 
community group? 

Noticeboards 

 The majority of parks and gardens within the Borough 
have a permanent public noticeboard as shown in Figure 
8.19. For some open spaces, such as amenity green spaces, 
the provision of a public noticeboard would not necessarily be 
expected.  

Figure 8.19 Is there a permanent public 
noticeboard on site? 

Marketing, communication & culture 
 Most open spaces in the Borough do not contain 

public art, as shown in Figure 8.20. Although public art was 
recorded within several parks and gardens. As may be 
expected, where public art does occur, it is mainly within 
formal parks and gardens.  

Figure 8.20 Does the green space contain 
public art? 
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 As shown in Figure 8.21, evidence of programmes of 
cultural or community activities was seen at several open 
spaces. These sites were mainly cemeteries and churchyards 
and natural and semi-natural green spaces. Evidence of this 
was noted less often within parks and gardens, although in 
some instances this may be due to evidence not being seen at 
the time of audit rather than such activities not occurring. In 
some instances, events and activities may be associated with 
buildings located within parks, but nevertheless provides an 
indication of open spaces that may function as particularly 
important community 'hubs'.  

Figure 8.22 shows some examples for this theme. 

Figure 8.21 Is there a programme of cultural 
or other community activities? 
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Figure 8.22 Marketing, communication and culture – summary of audit results 

Good quality noticeboards at Speckled Wood Interpretation of the landscape at Hastings Country Park 

Features of local significance interpreted at Swan Inn Garden Organised events and activities at Hastings Country Park 

Public art at Grosvenor Gardens Features of local interest at Thomas Hol Bequest 
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Equipped play facilities 
 Equipped play facilities generally occur as standalone 

play areas that are categorised as primary typology 'Provision 
for Children and Teenagers'. Play areas also occur within 
other open space typologies as a secondary typology, 
predominantly within amenity green space (see Figure 8.23). 

Figure 8.23 Number of Doorstep, Local and 
Neighbourhood play sites located within each 
open space typology 

 The Council have a duty under sections 3 and 4 of the 
Health and Safety at Work Act (1974) to ensure the health and 
safety of users, so far as is reasonably practical. Therefore, it 
should generally be expected that play facilities will be in 
good, safe condition and the audit did find most equipped play 
facilities to be in a generally good state of repair. 

 The overall condition of play facilities was generally 
considered to be 'good' or 'very good'. Local play had the 
highest percentage of 'fair' scores as shown in Table 8.1. 

Table 8.1 Overall condition of each level of the play 
hierarchy 

Poor Fair Good Very good 

Doorstep 1 2 3 2 

Local 4 13 13 12 

Neighbour
hood 0 1 6 7 

Total 5 16 22 21 
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 Most equipped play sites were noted to have space for 
informal play and 'general runabout' as shown in Table 8.2. 

Table 8.2 Equipped play facilities considered to have 
space for informal/natural play or general runabout.  

Doorstep Local Neighbour
hood 

Total 

Does not 
have 
space 

2 12 5 19 

Has space 6 30 9 45 

Total 8 42 14 64 

Other play facilities 

 The overall condition of other play facilities is varied, 
although facilities were most often recorded as being in a 
'fair' condition as shown in Figure 8.24.  

Figure 8.25 shows some examples from this theme. 

Figure 8.24 Overall condition of other play 
facilities.

0

2
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Green gym Muga Other Wheels park

Poor Fair Good Very good
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Figure 8.25 Equipped play facilities – summary of audit results 

Good quality play at Boyne Road, with little natural surveillance Play equipment for a wide age range at BOS Field Open Space 

Play overlooked by surrounding dwellings at Halton – West View Appropriate signage at Pelham Beach playground 

More challenging equipment for older children at West Hill Trim Trail equipment at Seafront Gardens West 
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Beach and Seafront Promenade 
 The beach was audited as a single standalone site using 

an identical proforma to the other open spaces in the Borough. 
Due to the characteristics of the beach and the fact that there 
is only one such site, it not possible to compare the results 
with a site of the same typology within the Borough. Therefore, 
it is valuable to assess the audit results in more detail in order 
to better understand the functionality, quality and value of the 
beach as an open space.  

 It should be recognised that the scores given are an 
indication of the overall 'performance' of the site against any 
given criteria. However, as the beach is a long, linear open 
space and such a significant asset for the Borough, it is 
particularly useful to further understand the variation in the 
recreational 'offer' along its length.  

 Whilst it is an aspiration of Hastings Borough Council to 
encourage use of the full length of the beach, it is worth noting 
that there are several areas of focus on the beach in terms of 
recreational activity; and particularly the use of the water. Use 
of the eastern extent of the beach is restricted and reserved 
for use by the Town's fishing fleet. There is an exclusion zone 
for vessels extending 300m from the coastline along the large 
sections of the beach, where vessels may enter but speed 
restrictions apply.  

 Stretches of the coast at Pelham and Marina beaches 
have 'bathing water status' and recreational use of the water 
can be actively promoted by the Council. The management of 
these sections of the beach varies from the rest of the site and 
both areas are staffed by lifeguards. The quality of 
management at Pelham and Marina beaches has been 
recognised through several awards; Pelham Beach has 
received a Seaside Award (2019), and Marina St Leonards 
Beach has achieved a Blue Flag Award and a Seaside Award.  

A Welcoming Place 

 The beach generally scored well for this criterion; Table 
8.3 below shows a summary of scores. 

Table 8.3 Summary of scores for 'a welcoming place' 

Audit question Score 

Entrances well presented? Good 

Boundaries well 
defined/maintained? 

Good 

Quality of access within/through 
the open space? 

Fair 

Quality of access traveling to 
the open space? 

Good 

Audit question Score 

Overall provision of signage? Very Good 

 The beach can be accessed from multiple points along 
its whole length and there are generally no defined entrances. 
There are several hubs of activity where entrance and 
boundary treatments, access and signage are of particular 
importance. Of note are the promoted areas of the beach with 
'Bathing Water Status' (Pelham and Marina Beaches), access 
points from transport hubs and from Hastings Town Centre.  

 Access along the promenade is generally good and has 
a level surfaced path along its length; this includes National 
Cycle Network Route Two which is a mixture of segregated 
cycle lane and shared use path. Access to the beach from the 
promenade varies along the length of the site. The eastern 
extent of the beach is level with the promenade and affords 
good access, with a temporary trackway used to allow access 
for all to the supervised area of the beach at Pelham. In the 
western sections, the beach is lower than the promenade and 
requires the use of steps. Access to beach level for some 
visitors such as wheelchair users or people with reduced 
mobility is limited in these areas. 

 Provision of signage is very good and comprises 
directional, interpretive and safety signage, although their 
design, quality and level of maintenance varies.  

Health, safety and security 

 Overall provision for recreation was generally found to 
be good and the approaches were found to feel open and 
secure. At the time of the survey there was evidence of a 
range of recreational activity including walking, swimming, 
fishing, sitting/relaxing, informal children's play and young 
people hanging out. The site supports a 'Parkrun' event and 
measured distance markers are provided at various intervals. 
There are a range of basic amenities on or adjacent to the 
beach which vary in condition from 'fair' to 'very good', 
including bins, benches and toilets.  

 For the purposes of the audit, two equipped children's 
play areas and one green gym were included within the 
boundary of the beach and seafront promenade. However, it 
should be noted that there are several areas of equipped play 
and teenage/young people's facilities directly adjacent to the 
site. In a similar vein, there are other open spaces that are 
directly adjacent to the site or to the north of the A259 that add 
to the offer of the beach as an open space and destination 
site. Equipped play facilities and features are relatively well 
distributed along the length of the beach, however, there is a 
concentration of facilities at Pelham and there is little on offer 
west of the play space at Seaside Road. 
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 Children's equipped play spaces recorded along the 
length of the beach were found to cater for a range of ages 
and those included within the beach boundary were found to 
be in good condition. 

Clean and well maintained 

 While the overall cleanliness was found to be good, 
graffiti was noted to be an issue and could be considered a 
detracting feature. Buildings/built features on site were 
generally noted to be in fair condition.  

Sustainability 

 Recycling bins are provided along the beach alongside 
general waste bins. Signage is provided and byelaws are 
displayed in order to encourage responsible behaviour with 
regards to environmental management. This relates to control 
of waste, barbeques, control of dogs and protection of wildlife. 
Whilst not included within the site boundary, electric vehicle 
charging points are also provided within the car parks adjacent 
to the site.  

Conservation and heritage 

 The beach, promenade and surrounding area are 
important features of character in Hastings and contribute 
significantly to the setting of the Town. Vegetation along the 
beach itself is minimal, however, there is ornamental planting 
along the roadside adjacent to the promenade and within 
adjacent open spaces in some areas.  

Community involvement 

 There audit did not find any evidence of an active 
community group directly associated with the beach, although 
Hastings Council do facilitate community organised 'beach 
cleans'. Educational interest is provided in the form of 
interpretation boards focussed on the history and heritage of 
the site.  

Marketing 

 The site is adjacent to several cultural and social 
facilities, providing multiple opportunities to promote the use of 
the site. Several items of public art are also located on or 
adjacent to the site.  

 Figure 8.26 shows some of the features identified 
during the audit. 

Figure 8.26 Beach and Seafront Promenade – Summary of audit results 
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A welcoming place 

Open views onto the beach from the promenade Welcoming access onto the beach from street level 

Signage across the site is varied in quality and design Good access for bikes and other users along the promenade 
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Health, safety & security 

Safety equipment in place and well maintained Equipped play area in good condition 

The placement of equipment is restricted to stable areas of shingle Distance markers are provided for running events 

Clean and well maintained 

Graffiti is evident in several locations across the site Buildings were generally found to be in fair condition 
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Community involvement Marketing 

Interpretation is provided on the history and heritage of the area Public art on the beach 
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 This chapter recommends open space provision 
standards. These have been defined through review of the 
existing provision of open space, alongside the comments 
received through public consultation, as well as consideration 
of nationally recognised provision standards, and those 
adopted by neighbouring boroughs. There are three types of 
open space standard: 

 Accessibility: The maximum distance residents should
be required to travel to use an open space of a specific
typology;

 Quantity: The provision (measured in number of sites or
hectares) of each open space typology (or groups of
typologies) which should be provided as a minimum per
1000 population; and

 Quality and Value: The quality and value expected of
open spaces in each typology, assessed using the
Green Flag criteria.

Accessibility standards have not been set for Cemeteries
and Churchyards or the Beach. A standard for Outdoor Sports 
Facilities has not been set and should be addressed within the 
Borough Playing Pitch Strategy.  

 Quantity standards have been set for the following 
typologies: 

 Parks and Gardens;

 Natural and Semi Natural Green Space;

 Amenity Green Space;

 Allotments; and

 Provision for Children and Teenagers.

Accessibility assessment 
 The development of access standards draws on 

established guidance and the results of the consultation. 
Existing standards set as part of the 2006 Hastings Open 
Space Plan, and standards set by comparable neighbouring 
authorities have also been referred to.  

 Accessibility standards have been set for the following 
types of open space: 

 Parks and Gardens

 Natural and Semi-Natural Green Space

-  
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 Amenity Green Space

 Allotments

 Equipped Play Facilities

Where appropriate, separate accessibility standards
have been proposed for each level of the open space 
hierarchy.  

 Accessibility standards are expressed as average walk 
time distances converted into straight line 'buffers' measured 
from the boundary of each site. Guidance produced by Fields 
in Trust has been used as the basis of calculating walk time 
distances. This is shown in Table 9.1.   

 The standards that have been set reflect the generally 
accepted principle that people are willing to travel varying 
distances to reach different types of open space and are 
generally willing to travel further to sites which have a wider 
'offer' and range of facilities. Larger sites will generally provide 
more variety in terms of opportunities for recreation, access to 
nature and act as a more significant 'destination' for potential 
visitors.  
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 The proposed accessibility standards and rationale are 
shown in Table 9.2, Table 9.3 and Table 9.4. A review of 
standards in neighbouring and similar local authorities is 
shown in Appendix B. 

Table 9.1 Converting walk time distances into straight 
line 'buffers'27 

Straight line distance Walking time (minutes) 

250 metres 2-3

400 metres 5 

800 metres 10 

1.2 km 15 

1.6 km 20 

Table 9.2 Proposed public open space accessibility standards 

Typology/ hierarchy Proposed 
accessibility 
standard 

Rationale 

Parks and Gardens 

District 20.1-60 ha 1.2km 
(representing 
fifteen 
minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

The 2006 Hastings Open Space Plan set a 10-minute walk time 
(600m) accessibility standard for Parks and Gardens. The previous 
study did not establish a size hierarchy and the standard covered all 
sizes of sites.  

Guidance from CABE recommends that district level sites are 
accessible within 1.2km.  

Local 2.1 - 20 ha 400m 
(representing 
five minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

The 2006 Hastings Open Space Plan set a 10-minute walk time 
(600m) accessibility standard for Parks and Gardens. The previous 
study did not establish a size hierarchy and the standard covered all 
sizes of sites.  

Guidance from CABE recommends 2-20 ha sites should be 
accessible within 400m.   

75% or more of respondents of the public survey indicated they have 
an open space within 5 minutes walking distance from their home 
(accessible within 400m). 

Small local <2 ha 250m 
(representing 
three 
minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

19% of respondents to the public survey indicated they think it should 
take two minutes to reach their nearest green space, 35% think it 
should take five minutes and 30% think it should take ten minutes.  

Guidance from CABE recommends sites below 2 ha should be 
accessible within less than 400m distance.   

A 250m standard has been proposed, equating to around a three-
minute walk time. The standard recognises the different open space 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
27 As set out in Fields in Trust (2015) Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play: 
Beyond the Six Acre Standard  
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Typology/ hierarchy Proposed 
accessibility 
standard 

Rationale 

offer provided by small local sites and reflects the varied distances 
residents are willing to travel to reach open space.  

Natural and Semi-Natural Green Space 

Regional 60.1 ha+ 3.2 km 
(representing 
forty minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

The 2006 Hastings Open Space Plan set a 10-minute walk time 
(600m) accessibility standard for Natural and Semi-Natural Green 
Space. The previous study did not establish a size hierarchy and the 
standard covered all sizes of sites.  

Guidance from CABE recommends that open public open spaces that 
function as regional level sites should be accessible within 3.2 to 8 
km. 

District 20.1-60 ha 1.2km 
(representing 
fifteen 
minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

The 2006 Hastings Open Space Plan set a 10-minute walk time 
(600m) accessibility standard for Natural and Semi-Natural Green 
Space. The previous study did not establish a size hierarchy and the 
standard covered all sizes of sites.  

Guidance from CABE recommends that district level sites are 
accessible within 1.2km.  

Local 2.1 – 20 ha 400m 
(representing 
five minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

The 2006 Hastings Open Space Plan set a 10-minute walk time 
(600m) accessibility standard for Natural and Semi-Natural Green 
Space. The previous study did not establish a size hierarchy and the 
standard covered all sizes of sites.  

75% or more of respondents of the public survey indicated they have 
an open space within 5 minutes walking distance from their home 
(accessible within 400m).  

Guidance from CABE recommends 2-20 ha sites should be 
accessible within 400m. 

Small local <2 ha 250m 
(representing 
three 
minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

19% of respondents to the public survey indicated they think it should 
take two minutes to reach their nearest green space, 35% think it 
should take five minutes and 30% think it should take ten minutes.  

Guidance from CABE recommends sites below 2 ha should be 
accessible within less than 400m distance.   

A 250m standard has been proposed, equating to around a three-
minute walk time. The standard recognises the different open space 
offer provided by small local sites and reflects the varied distances 
residents are willing to travel to reach open space.  

Amenity Green Space 

400m 
(representing 
five minutes 
pedestrian 
walking time) 

The 2006 Open Space Plan set an accessibility standard for 'Multi-
functional Greenspace' which included Amenity Green Space. The 
standard was set as 300m or five minutes.  

The public survey indicates that 75% or more of respondents have a 
green space within five minutes walking distance, and 75% or more 
have 'open spaces to walk or run' within five minutes distance. 

A five-minute walk time standard has been retained which is broadly 
in line with several comparable local authorities. The distance has 
been brought in line with Fields in Trust Guidance which recommends 
that a five-minute walk time should equate to 400m.  
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Table 9.3 Proposed equipped play facilities accessibility standards 

Type of play space  Proposed 
accessibility 
standard 

Rationale 

Doorstep 100m (representing 
<2 minutes 
pedestrian walking 
time) 

The proposed standard reflects guidance from Fields in Trust and Play 
England and is in line with at least one comparable local authority. 

Local 400m (representing 
five minutes 
pedestrian walking 
time) 

The 2006 Open Space plan set a standard of 5-minute walk time or 300 
metres.  

Neighbourhood 1km (representing 
+/-12 minutes 
pedestrian walking 
time) 

The previous study set a standard for 'teenage' play provision of 10 
minutes (600 walking, 1.2km cycling).  

A 1km (+/-12 minutes) walk time standard has been proposed which is 
line with Fields in Trust and Play England guidance, and is broadly in 
line with the standards set by comparable local authorities.  

Youth Space and 'Other Play' 1km (representing 
+/-12 minutes 
pedestrian walking 
time) 

The previous study set a standard for 'teenage' play provision of 10 
minutes (600 walking, 1.2km cycling).  

A 1km (+/-12 minutes) walk time standard has been proposed which is 
line with Fields in Trust and Play England guidance, and is broadly in 
line with the standards set by comparable local authorities.  

Table 9.4 Proposed allotment accessibility standard 

Typology  Proposed accessibility standard Rationale 

Allotments 1.2km (representing fifteen minutes 
pedestrian walking time) 

For the purposes of analysis, it is 
recommended that a 1.2km accessibility 
standard is applied. In the absence of other 
guidance, guidance from the National 
Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardens 
(NSALG) has been adopted. 
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Quantity assessment 
Quantity standards have been proposed for: 

 Parks and Gardens;

 Natural and Semi Natural Green Space;

 Amenity Green Space;

 Allotments; and

 Provision for Children and Teenagers

The proposed standards are set out alongside their
justification in Table 9.5.

Table 9.5 Proposed open space quantity standards 

Typology Proposed quantity 
standard 

Rationale 

Parks and Gardens 0.78 ha per 1,000 
population 

2019 Hastings 
population: 93,097 

The proposed standard has been set as the existing provision for 
the whole Borough. 

Natural and Semi Natural Green Space 5.77 ha per 1,000 
population 

2019 Hastings 
population: 93,097 

The proposed standard has been set as the existing provision for 
the whole Borough. 

Amenity Green Space 0.21 ha per 1,000 
population 

2019 Hastings 
population: 93,097 

The proposed standard has been set as the existing provision for 
the whole Borough. 

Allotments 0.125 ha per 1,000 
population 

2019 Hastings 
population: 93,097 

The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) 
have suggested a national standard of 0.125 ha per 1000 
population based on an average plot size of 250 square metres, 
however this is not referred to on the NSALG website. 

Provision for children and teenagers 0.155 ha per 1,000 
population (aged 19 and 
under) / 

1.55m2 per person aged 
19 or under 

2019 Hastings 
population (aged 19 and 
under): 21,330 

This standard applies to formal equipped play. 

In Hastings the preference is for providing high quality, safe and 
imaginative spaces which are able to support and encourage 
social and physical activities     for all ages and abilities.  Therefore 
the standard has been set at the existing provision, allowing the 
flexibility to provide suitable, high quality play solutions (not just 
formal equipped play) where required. 

It should be noted that the current provision falls well below the 
previously published guideline quantity standards for play. The 
Fields in Trust ‘Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play’ proposes a 
quantity standard of 0.25 ha/1000 people. 

While less relevant to the local context, The Mayor of London’s 
Supplementary Planning Guidance ‘Shaping Neighbourhoods: 
Play and Informal Recreation’ proposes a standard of 10 m2 per 
child. This approach was deemed to be inappropriate in the 
context of the study as it includes areas for informal play and is not 
comparable when setting standards for designated equipped play 
areas. 

Quality and value assessment 
 Open spaces in the Borough have been subject to a site 

audit based on the Green Flag Award criteria. In order to 
assess the sites consistently the audit forms were completed 

using the scoring system shown in Appendix D. A map of 
open spaces which have been audited as part of the study is 
included within Appendix E.  

  The audit criteria were separated into factors relating to 
'quality' and 'value', resulting in each site being assigned a 
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quality score and a value score. As set out by the (former) 
Planning Practice Guidance 17 (PPG17) Companion Guide 
“quality and value are fundamentally different and can be 
completely unrelated”.  For example, an open space may be 
of higher quality but if it is not accessible it is of little value, 
while if an open space is poor quality but has a wide range of 
facilities it is potentially of higher value. 

Quality 

 As part of the site audit, the condition of various features 
and facilities of each site were rated on a five-point scale 
(‘very poor’, ‘poor’, ‘fair’, ‘good’, ‘very good’). This assessment 
was then transposed through a scoring system into a total 
quality score for the whole site.  

 In order to develop a quality standard which is 
appropriate for the type and function of open spaces in 
Hastings, the existing quality of provision was reviewed by 
typology and the associated hierarchy level (where relevant). 
Through reviewing the range of quality scores, it was possible 
to form a quality threshold score, i.e. a minimum level of 
quality which should be achieved at any open space. A 
threshold score has been defined for each typology and each 
level of the hierarchy reflecting the ideal score scenario for a 
good quality site. 

Value 

 Value is fundamentally different from quality; a space 
can be valued for a range of reasons even it is of low quality. 
As set out in PPG17 Companion Guide, ‘value’ mainly relates 
to the following: 

 Context: e.g. an easily accessible space is higher value
than one that is inaccessible to potential users, equally
the value of a space may diminish if it is immediately
adjacent to several others which provides the same
function.

 Level and type of use: the primary purpose and
associated use of a space can increase its value - well
used spaces are of higher value to people, similarly
spaces with diverse habitats can be well used by wildlife
and can be interpreted as having a higher value.

 Wider benefits: i.e. the benefits a space generates for
people, biodiversity and the wider environment including
the following –landscape, ecological, education, social
inclusion and health benefit, cultural and heritage,
amenity benefits, ‘sense of place’ and economic
benefits.

Setting benchmark standards 

 Open space standards have been set for quality and 
value. These standards provide a benchmark against which 
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each site may be assessed. Applying these standards 
provides a high-level overview of how open spaces are 
'performing' across the Borough.  Quality and value standards 
have been set for each typology and level of the size hierarchy 
(where appropriate), which ensures that sites are compared 
'like for like' with sites that would be expected to provide a 
similar 'offer'.  

 Development of the standards has taken into account 
what can reasonably be expected from open space and play 
space within Hastings and also recognised national standards 
for parks and open space and play (e.g. Green Flag and Play 
England guidance). The intention is that the benchmark 
standards are aspirational (to promote improvements where 
required), yet realistically achievable. 

 The proposed quality and value standards are set out in 
Table 9.6. Quality and value standards have not been set for 
allotments or outdoor sports provision. 
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Table 9.6 Proposed open space quality and value standards 

Typology/ hierarchy Proposed 
quality 
standard 

Proposed 
value 
standard 

Example higher quality site Example higher value site 

Parks and Gardens 

District 20.1-60 ha 104 103 Alexandra Park Alexandra Park 

Local 2.1 - 20 ha 50 36 Gensing Gardens West Hill 

Small local <2 ha 38 17 Grosvenor Gardens Red Lake 

Natural and Semi-Natural Green Space 

Regional 60.1 ha+ 53 44 Hastings Country Park 1 Combe Valley Countryside 
Park 

District 20.1-60 ha 39 23 St Helen's Wood Marline Wood 

Local 2.1 – 20 ha 20 14 Hastings Country Park 3 Summerfield Woods 

Small local <2 ha 17 13 Wainwright Close Church Wood & Robsack 
Wood 5 

Amenity Green Space 

No hierarchy has been established for 
Amenity Green Space. 

26 9 Ore Place BOS field open space 

Cemeteries 

No hierarchy has been established for 
Cemeteries and Churchyards. 

39 11 Church in the Wood Hastings Cemetery 

Provision for Children and Young People 

Equipped Play Facilities 

Neighbourhood 5 22 Gensing Gardens Alexandra Park 

Doorstep 5 17 Helmsman Rise St John's Road Playground 

Local 5 11 Welton Rise Fleetwood Close 
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Application of the proposed quantity 
standards 

 Table 9.7 and Table 9.8 set out the results of applying 
the quantity standards proposed in the previous section. 
Table 9.7 uses population projections from the original 
housing plan and Table 9.8 uses population projections from 
the revised housing plan. 

 The tables show current provision against the standard 
in each of the Spatial Areas and anticipated Borough-wide 
provision in 203928. Those cells coloured orange fall below the 
quantity standard. Those in green are above the quantity 
standards. Whilst there is some variation in provision between 
the two housing scenarios, there is no difference in 
performance against the standards between the two 
scenarios. 

Parks and Gardens 

 Application of the standards shows that the Central 
Spatial Area is performing above the expected quantity 
standard for parks and gardens both in 2019 and 2039, whilst 
both East and West fall below in 2019 and 2039. 

Natural and Semi Natural Green Space 

 The East and West Spatial Areas have large amounts of 
natural and semi natural green space and perform above the 
quantity standard in 2019. However the West Spatial area will 
drop below the standard by 2039 based on population 
projections. In contrast to performance against the parks and 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
28 population data provided by Hastings Borough Council 

gardens quantity standard, the Central Spatial Area falls below 
the standard both in 2019 and 2039 by over 5ha per 1,000 
population. 

Amenity Green Space 

 Similar to natural and semi-natural green spaces, both 
the East and West Spatial Area perform above the amenity 
green space standard both in 2019 and 2039 whilst the 
Central Spatial Area performs below the standard in both 
years. 

Allotments 

 The East and West Spatial Areas meet the provision 
standards for Allotments whilst the Central Spatial Area is 
deficient by 0.075 ha per 1,000 population. Overall, based on 
population projections, the Borough will exceed the provision 
standard by 0.055 ha per 1,000 population.  

Provision for Children and Teenagers 

 The Central and East Spatial Areas currently meet the 
quantity standard for Provision for Children and Teenagers, 
whilst the West Spatial Area is deficient by 0.03 ha per 1,000 
population under the age of 19. The population of those aged 
19 and under is forecast to drop between 2019 and 2039, by 
2039 it is expected that the Borough will exceed the quantity 
standard by 0.003-0.007 ha per 1,000 population aged 19 and 
under (depending on the housing scenario), however provision 
will still vary by Spatial Area. 
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Table 9.7 Applied quantity standards: based on original housing plan 

Type Proposed 
standard 
(per 1,000 
population) 

2019 provision per 1,000 population 2039 provision per 1,000 population 

Central East West Hastings Central East West 

Parks and Gardens 0.78 1.45 0.10 0.73 0.73 1.34 0.10 0.67 

Natural and Semi 
Natural Green 
Space 

5.77 0.38 11.36 6.15 5.36 0.35 11.24 5.57 

Amenity Green 
Space 

0.21 0.03 0.31 0.26 0.19 0.03 0.31 0.23 

Allotments 0.125 0.06 0.31 0.20 0.17 0.05 0.30 0.18 

Type Proposed 
standard 
(per 1,000 
population 
aged 19 
and under) 

2019 provision per 1,000 population 
(aged 19 and under) 

2039 provision per 1,000 population (aged 19 and under) 

Central East West Hastings Central East West 

Provision for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

(also shown in m2 
per person aged 19 
or under) 

0.155 

(1.55m2) 

0.193 

(1.932) 

0.175 

(1.75m2) 

0.123 

(1.23m2) 

0.158 

(1.58m2) 

0.179 

(1.79m2) 

0.204 

(2.04m2) 

0.124 

(1.24m2) 

Table 9.8 Applied quantity standards: based on revised housing plan 

Type Proposed 
standard 
(per 1,000 
population) 

2019 provision per 1,000 population 2039 provision per 1,000 population 

Central East West Hastings Central East West 

Parks and Gardens 0.78 1.45 0.10 0.73 0.74 1.39 0.10 0.68 

Natural and Semi 
Natural Green 
Space 

5.77 0.38 11.36 6.15 5.47 0.36 11.20 5.70 

Amenity Green 
Space 

0.21 0.03 0.31 0.26 0.20 0.03 0.31 0.24 

Allotments 0.125 0.06 0.31 0.20 0.17 0.05 0.30 0.18 

Type Proposed 
standard 
(per 1,000 
population 
aged 19 
and under) 

2019 provision per 1,000 population 
(aged 19 and under) 

2039 provision per 1,000 population (aged 19 and under) 

Central East West Hastings Central East West 

Provision for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

(also shown in m2 
per person aged 19 
or under) 

0.155 

(1.55m2) 

0.193 

(1.932) 

0.175 

(1.75m2) 

0.123 

(1.23m2) 

0.162 

(1.62m2) 

0.186 

(1.86m2) 

0.203 

(2.03m2) 

0.127 

(1.27m2) 
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Application of the proposed quality, value 
and accessibility standards  

 A series of figures in this section shows the application 
of the quality, value and accessibility standards by typology. 
The findings are discussed by typology in turn. The full list of 
sites with their quality and value rating is shown in Appendix 
F. 

Parks and Gardens 

District parks and gardens 

 Alexandra Park is the only district sized park and 
garden in Hastings (see Figure 9.1), it is a higher quality and 
higher value site offering access to the majority of the Central 
Spatial Area, a large section in the east of the West Spatial 
Area and a small section in the west of the East Spatial Area. 

Local parks and gardens 

 There are a handful of parks and gardens offering local 
level access (see Figure 9.2), these sites are clustered in the 
Central Spatial Area with one in the West Spatial Area. The 
Oval/ White Rock Sports Park is the only site with lower 
quality and lower value. Whilst the Central Spatial Area has 
good access to local level parks and gardens, the West and 
East Spatial Areas have limited access. The East Spatial Area 
has a small amount of access to local parks and gardens in 
the west of the Spatial Area in Old Town, whilst the West 
Spatial Area has some access around Alexandra park and a 
park in Hollington in the centre of the Spatial Area. 

Small local parks and gardens 

 Similar to local level parks and gardens (see Figure 
9.3), small local parks and gardens are clustered around the 
Central Spatial Area. Whilst a handful of the parks and 
gardens have lower value, the Central Spatial Area has good 
small local access. The East Spatial Area has a small amount 
of access to local parks and gardens in Old Town and Ore, 
whilst the West Spatial Area has some access around 
Alexandra park, Hollington and near West Marina.
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Figure 9.1 District (20-60 ha) Parks and Gardens Quality, 
Value and Accessibility
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Figure 9.2 Local (2-20ha) Parks and Gardens Quality, Value 
and Accessibility
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Figure 9.3 Small Local (<2ha) Parks and Gardens Quality, 
Value and Accessibility
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Natural and Semi-natural Green Space 

Regional Natural and Semi-natural Green Space 

 There are two regional sized natural and semi-natural 
green spaces in Hastings; Hastings Country Park (higher 
quality and higher value) and Combe Valley Countryside Park 
(lower quality, higher value) (Figure 9.4). Only a small area of 
the West Spatial Area in Baldslow and north of Silverhill Park 
is deficient in access to a regional sized natural and semi-
natural green space. 

District Natural and Semi-natural Green Space 

 At district level (Figure 9.5), most of the western part of 
the Central Spatial Area lacks access, there are also areas 
deficient in access in: 

 Silverhill Park (West Spatial Area)

 Bohemia (West Spatial Area)

 East St Leonards (West Spatial Area)

 Off the B2159 in the northern part of the West Spatial
Area

 East of Ore (East Spatial Area)

 Bachelor’s Bump (East Spatial Area)

A large part of the West Spatial Area is served by two
lower quality but higher value sites. 

Local Natural and Semi-natural Green Space 

 At the local level (Figure 9.6), similarly to district level, 
the Central Spatial Area has large areas deficient in access to 
this level of the hierachy. Both the east and west of the 
Central Spatial Area are deficient, whilst the centre is served 
by Summerfields Wood which is a good quality and good 
value site. There are also areas deficient in access in: 

 Silverhill (West Spatial Area)

 Bohemia (West Spatial Area)

 East St Leonards (West Spatial Area)

 East of Broomgrove (East Spatial Area)

 St Helen’s (East Spatial Area)

Small local Natural and Semi-natural Green Space 

 At small local level (Figure 9.7), all three Spatial Areas 
have large deficiencies. The Central Spatial Area has 
deficiencies in the east and west. The East Spatial Area has 
deficiencies mostly along the western border in St Helen’s and 
Ore. The West Spatial Area has deficiencies in Silverhill, St 
Leonards, Tilekiln and on the northern border. 
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Figure 9.4 Regional (60 ha+) Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space Quality, Value and Accessibility
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Figure 9.5 District (20-60 ha) Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space Quality, Value and Accessibility
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Figure 9.6 Local (2-20ha) Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space Quality, Value and Accessibility
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Figure 9.7 Small Local (<2ha) Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space Quality, Value and Accessibility
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Amenity Green Space 

 There are areas in all Spatial Areas with deficiency in 
access to Amenity Green Space (Figure 9.8). Whilst most 
populated areas in the East Spatial Area have some access to 
Amenity Green Spaces, there is some deficiency in parts of St 
Helen’s, High Wickham and Old Town. The Central Spatial 
Areas has a large area of deficiency in the west of the Spatial 
Area and along the northern border. The West Spatial Area 
has deficiencies in: 

 East of Church Wood

 Hollington Park

 Silverhill

 South of Baldslow

These deficiencies are in part addressed through
provision in other typologies. For example, a Park and Garden 
can be considered a high value (in terms of range of features) 
substitute in these areas. When Parks and Gardens are 
considered deficiencies are addressed in most of the Central 
Spatial Area, Old Town in the East Spatial Area and parts of 
Silverhill in the West Spatial Area. 

 Whilst all the Amenity Green Spaces in the East and 
Central Spatial Areas are of higher quality and higher value, 
there is some variation in quality and value in the north of the 
Western Spatial Area.  
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Figure 9.8 Amenity Green Space Quality, Value and 
Accessibility
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Combined deficiencies 

 When the access buffers above are considered 
together (Figure 9.9), areas with greater deficiency are much 
clearer. Hastings as a whole has relatively good access to 
open space. Most of the Borough either has good access to 
all levels of the open space hierarchy or is only deficient in 
access to one level of the hierarchy. There are some areas 
deficient in access to two or three levels of the hierarchy, 
predominantly these are around the edge of the Borough at 
the settlement edges: 

 Baldslow (West Spatial Area)

 Around the B2093 in the north of the West Spatial Area

 Rye Road near Bachelor’s Bump (East Spatial Area)

 Northern area of St Helen’s (East Spatial Area)

There are also a number of small areas deficient in
access to two or three levels of the hierarchy within more 
densely populated areas of the Borough: 

 Mount Pleasant Road (East and Central Spatial Areas)

 Shirley Drive and Old Harrow Road (West Spatial Area)

 Parts of St Leonards Green and St Leonards (West and
Central Spatial Areas)

There are two small areas deficient in access to two or
three levels of the hierarchy near the beach in the Central 
Spatial Area. Whilst deficient in access to Parks and Gardens, 
Natural and Semi-Natural Green Space and Amenity Green 
Space, the areas of deficiency are within very close proximity 
to the beach which will provide the area with access to 
recreation and play areas. 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 

 No access standards were set for Cemeteries and 
Churchyards, however quality and value ratings are displayed 
in Figure 9.10. 

Allotments 

 A large portion of Hastings is within the access 
catchment of allotments (Figure 9.11). The main area of 
deficiency is in the north of the West Spatial Area and there is 
a small area of deficiency around Bachelor’s Bump in the East 
Spatial Area. 

Provision for children and young people 

Neighbourhood play 

 Figure 9.12 shows the quality, value and accessibility of 
Neighbourhood play. The Central Spatial Area and the 
populated areas of East Spatial Area have good access to 
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Neighbourhood play. The West Spatial Area has large areas 
of deficiency in access in Silverhill Park, in the north of the 
Spatial Area, east of Hollington Park and east of Church 
Wood. 

Local play 

 Figure 9.13 shows the quality, value and accessibility of 
Local play. Areas deficient in access to Local play include: 

 Northern section of the Central Spatial Area

 Old Town, St Helen’s and Bachelor’s Bump in the East
Spatial Area

 Silverhill, east St Leonards, north and south of Church
Wood in the West Spatial Area

Doorstep play 

 Figure 9.15 shows the quality, value and accessibility of 
Doorstep play.  Many of the play spaces are in clusters for 
example at Silverhill Park in the West Spatial Area and in 
Broomgrove in the East Spatial area. There are large areas 
throughout the Borough deficient in access to Doorstep play 
spaces. 
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Figure 9.9 Combined Open Space Deficiency
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Figure 9.10 Cemeteries and Churchyards Quality and Value
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Figure 9.11 Allotments Accessibility
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Figure 9.12 Neighbourhood Play Quality, Value and 
Accessibility
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Figure 9.13 Local Play Quality, Value and Accessibility
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Figure 9.14 Doorstep Play Quality, Value and Accessibility
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Barriers to open space 

 Whilst accessibility standards have been set and applied 
to each open space typology, there are other barriers to open 
space asides from distance. The topography in Hastings will 
act as a barrier to open space for some of the population. As 
shown in Figure 9.15 below, many parts of the Borough are 
very steeply sloped, including within the open spaces 
themselves. As an example, Hastings Country Park has a 
topography that ranges from near sea level up to 200m above 
sea level. As a Regional sized Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space, this open space offers provision to a large part 
of the Borough, yet the topography may exclude certain 
groups. Railways and major roads also act as a barrier to 
open space where there is no nearby bridge or overpass, 
Figure 9.15 shows railways and major roads. 
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Figure 9.15 Barriers to Open Space
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 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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The value of open space and play space to 
health and well-being  

 The importance of good access to high quality open 
space and play space to the health and well-being of 
communities is well recognised. The Covid-19 pandemic has 
highlighted the importance of residents being able to visit an 
open space within a short walking distance.    

  A recent review of evidence 'Space to Thrive'29 
undertaken by Sheffield Hallam University and the University 
of Sheffield provides a synthesis of the most relevant and up 
to date research relating to the health, well-being and other 
social benefits of open space. The headline findings are 
summarised below: 

 Physical health, mental well-being and life satisfaction
are enhanced through access to and use of parks and
green spaces.

 Parks create important opportunities for social
integration.

 Parks provide opportunities for community engagement.

 Local communities value opportunities to be involved in
improving their local green spaces.

 There is evidence that the quality of parks and green
spaces is worse in areas of lower income and minorities
are often marginalised in terms of access to green
space.

 Experiencing, interacting and learning about nature
through access to open spaces is associated with a
sense of gratitude and helps people recover from stress
and mental illness.

There are also economic benefits of parks and green
spaces in terms of creating employment, promoting economic 
activity and encouraging inward investment across an area by 
providing a draw and destination for visitors. A recent report 
by Public Health England has highlighted the potential role of 
green infrastructure (alongside other measures) in improving 
and regenerating the High Street.30 Reporting by the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) and Defra identifies that the close 
proximity of residential properties to areas of functional green 

30 Public Health England (2018) Healthy High Streets, Good place-making in an 
urban setting 

-  
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space, such as a park or golf course, has a positive effect on 
property prices.31 This is in addition to any potential for open 
space provision to result in increased levels of business 
revenue.32 

 Of most relevance to planning for open spaces in areas 
such as Hastings, the Space to Thrive review found that 
access to parks and green spaces can help address National, 
Regional and Local policy priorities relating to tackling obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease as well as supporting mental well-
being. However, the evidence suggests that the quality of 
open spaces has a stronger bearing on health outcomes than 
quantity.  

Defining the characteristics of healthy, 
active open spaces for play and informal 
recreation in Hastings  

  Parks and open spaces should be managed to provide 
for the diverse needs of the whole community. They should be 
multifunctional in design to accommodate a range of uses.  

 The following section sets out the key characteristics 
that should be provided within open spaces to ensure they are 
welcoming to all.  

 The results of public consultation revealed that there are 
several potential 'barriers' restricting use of open space in the 
Borough. Whilst some of these relate to physical access and 
provision of facilities, others barriers relate to individuals' 
perceptions of safety or the first impressions of sites being 
welcoming. For example, 69% of respondents to the public 
survey stated that they felt safe visiting open spaces. Whilst 
this is a majority, this leaves 31% who potentially do not feel 
safe visiting green spaces in the Borough. Safety after dark for 
14-15 year olds was also raised as a concern.

The principles outlined below focus on low key
interventions which could be applied to a range of sites of 
varying size. These principles will help ensure open spaces in 
the Borough offer opportunities for play and informal 
recreation for people of all ages and abilities.  

'Playable' spaces 

 The Council owns and manages a range of equipped 
play facilities in the Borough. While there are gaps in 
accessibility to ‘playable’ spaces, priority should be given to 
ensuring existing sites are conducive to intergenerational play 
and informal recreation for all.  

 Dedicated play space should be delivered within 
development sites with a focus on interventions that promote 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
31 ONS (2018) Estimating the impact urban green space has on property price 
32 The Land Trust (2018) The Economic Value of Our Green Spaces 
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play widely; ensuring that spaces provide the appropriate 
'cues' to indicate to children and young people that they are 
welcome to play, hang out and relax.  

 This approach may include the integration of stimulating 
and engaging play features (such as land forming, boulders, 
water play, logs and/ or trails) and should recognise the value 
of high quality incidental areas for play alongside dedicated 
play space.  

 Implementation will require a bespoke high quality 
approach at each site with a focus on the application of good 
design principles rather than relying on the installation of 'off 
the shelf' play equipment.  

 Playable spaces within Hastings could therefore 
comprise a combination of formal (equipped), informal and 
incidental play spaces, see Figure 10.1.  

Figure 10.1 Components of 'playable' 
spaces33 

 Comprehensive guidance on the design of play spaces 
is set out in guidance documents published by Play England. 
A summary of the guidance set out in Play England’s 'Design 
for Play'34 is set out below. The guidance promotes ten 
principles for designing successful play spaces.  

 Successful play spaces: 

33 As shown in The Mayor of London's guidance: 'Shaping Neighbourhoods: 
Play and Informal Recreation (2012)' 
34 https://www.playengland.org.uk/media/70684/design-for-play.pdf 

Open space/play 
space/public realm 

Dedicated play space 

 Incidental 
play/recreation  

space 
Informal Formal 

equipped 

https://www.playengland.org.uk/media/70684/design-for-play.pdf
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 are bespoke

 well located

 make use of natural elements

 provide a wide range of play experiences

 are accessible to both disabled and non-disabled
children

 meet community needs

 allow children of different ages to play together

 build in opportunities to experience risk and challenge

 are sustainable and appropriately maintained

 allow for change/evolution

Ensuring flexibility is also an important element of design; 
focusing on providing for abilities rather than ages, employing 
careful design to, where possible, incorporate natural features 
and include elements for  children and young people as well 
as  adults, without being prescriptive about the intended use. 

Play space incorporated within Peabody Silchester Estate, 
London (LUC) 

Informal play space within North Hub Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park (LUC) 

Locating areas for play 

Successful, well used play spaces are located: 

 so that children and their adults can travel there with
ease, with good walking and cycling links, avoiding
physical barriers such as busy roads.

 with good natural surveillance; either overlooked by
residential development or other facilities where
there are other people about.

 near other facilities where possible, such as
libraries, schools, café's and toilets in order to help
draw people there and encourage them to stay.

In some instances, focusing enhancements around 
existing equipped facilities, or connecting several 
separate equipped facilities through landscaping, land 
forming, opening up sight lines and generally adding 
more variety into the landscape may be the most 
appropriate approach. 
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 The categorisation and hierarchy of play spaces set out 
in the Mayor of London's guidance 'Shaping Neighbourhoods: 
Play and Informal Recreation (2012)' has been adopted for the 
purpose of setting standards. The guidance should be referred 
to in determining the type of play offer that should be expected 
from different types of spaces and to help identify appropriate 
enhancements. Table 10.1 below provides a summary 
description of each level of the play hierarchy. 
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Table 10.1 Play hierarchy as set out in the Mayor of London's 2012 Supplementary Planning Guidance (2012) Shaping 
Neighbourhoods: Play and Informal Recreation 

Doorstep Playable 
Space 

Local Playable Space Neighbourhood Playable 
Space 

Youth Space 

Description A landscaped space 
including engaging play 
features for young 
children, and places for 
carers to sit and talk. 
Parental/guardian 
supervision 

A landscaped space with 
landscaping and equipment 
so that children aged from 
birth to 11 can play and be 
physically active and they 
and their carers can sit and 
talk. Flexible use No formal 
supervision 

A varied natural space with 
secluded and open areas, 
landscaping and equipment so 
that children aged from birth to 
11 can play and be physically 
active and they and their 
carers can sit and talk, with 
some youth facilities. Flexible 
use May include youth space 
May be supervised 

Social space for young 
people aged 12 and over 
to meet, hang out and take 
part in informal sport or 
physical recreational 
activities. No formal 
supervision 

Minimum size 
recommendation 

100 sq m 300 sq m 500 sq m 200 sq m 

Example age 
groups 

0-5 0-11 All ages 12+ 

Examples of 
facilities 

 Landscaping

 Climbable
objects

 Fixed equipment

 Seating for
carers

 Sand and water
feature (if
possible)

 Landscaping to create
natural feel, including
changes of level

 Equipment integrated
into the landscaping,
that allows children to
swing, slide and climb

 Multigames/ball walls

 Kick about area

 Basketball nets

 Seating area away
from equipment

 Sand (if possible)

 Landscaping to create
natural feel, including
changes of level

 Equipment integrated
into the landscaping,
that allows children to
swing, slide and climb

 Seating area away from
equipment

 Bike, skate and
skateboard facilities

 Kick about area

 Basketball nets

 Hard surface area if
possible

 Sand if possible

 Water feature if possible

 Shelter plus basketball
net, small wheeled
facility or climbing
wall/boulder for young
people

 Space and facilities
for informal sport or
recreation activity
(e.g. table tennis
table, multi-use
sports
areas(MUSA), multi-
use games area
(MUGA)climbing
walls or boulders,
wheeled sports
area, skatepark or
BMX track,
traversing wall,
exercise trails,
outdoor
exercise/fitness
equipment)

 Kick about area

 Seating areas on
the edge of the
activity space

 Landscaping

 Outdoor stage

 Youth Shelter
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 Doorstep Playable 
Space 

Local Playable Space  Neighbourhood Playable 
Space  

Youth Space  

Location   Residential 
areas including 
housing estates 

 Pocket Parks 

 Public Squares 

 Residential areas 
including housing 
estates 

 Local Parks 

 Larger residential areas 
and housing estates 

 Local Parks 

 District Parks 

 School playgrounds 

 Larger residential 
areas and housing 
estates 

 Adjacent to 
community facilities 

 Local Parks 

 District Parks 

 Town centres 
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Welcoming, safe and secure spaces 

 Welcoming open spaces should invite and draw visitors 
into them and should impart a sense of feeling safe and 
secure. This is achieved through ensuring good visual 
appearance, the range of facilities, ease of access, good 
maintenance standards and natural surveillance. Key design 
and management factors that need to be considered include: 

 Well located entrances with clear sightlines in and out.

 Signage on arrival to indicate what visitors can expect to 
find within the site. 

 Routes within and through sites that are suitable for a 
variety of users. 

 Ensuring that spaces for gathering and seating are well
located to reduce the likelihood of antisocial behaviour.

 Easy access through the provision of good public
transport links, road crossings, well located entrances
and cycle parking.

 Dog control measures that are appropriate to the site.

 Ensuring appropriate layout to provide busy areas, 'hubs'
of activity and quieter areas for quiet contemplation,
where space allows.

 Provision of planting and landscape features for interest
and to provide a welcoming environment that is
stimulating for children.

Accessible for all and inclusive 

 In order to encourage the use of open spaces by the 
whole community, facilities within open spaces should be 
inclusive and reflective of the needs of residents and visitors. 
Equality of access should enable people to use an open space 
without anxiety and excessive effort. Whilst not all areas need 
to be fully accessible to all visitors, the design and location of 
key facilities (e.g. play spaces, access points and seating) 
should have regard for the needs of all users. Open space 
improvements should have regard to the Equality Act 2010. 

Prioritising areas for enhancement 

 The results of the open space audit can be scrutinised in 
several ways to identify specific sites or broad geographic 
areas where enhancement of open space and play space 
would provide the greatest benefits for the communities they 
serve.  

 In order to prioritise areas for enhancement the following 
should be considered and cross referenced: 

 Performance of open spaces and play spaces against
the proposed quality and value standards.

 Areas with poor access to open space (based on the
accessibility standards), especially in areas where open
spaces perform poorly against the quality and value
standards.

 Areas with an under provision of open space in terms of
quantity.

 Application of the Play Needs Index developed as part of
the audit.  

 The Informal Recreation Score for each site.

 Where broad areas or individual sites are identified as 
falling below quality and value or have achieved a low informal 
recreation score, individual audit forms should be scrutinised 
to further understand what aspects of any given site may need 
improving.  

 Table 10.2 and Table 10.3 outline the key 
considerations to identify priorities for enhancement and to 
identify potential development sites. 

Play needs index 

 The play needs index shown in Figure 5.3 indicates the 
areas with greatest need for play are in: 

 St Leonards and Filsham (West Spatial Area)

 South west of the Central Spatial Area

 East border of the Central Spatial Area

 Between Halton and Clive Vale in the East Spatial Area

Informal recreation score 

 Figure 10.2 shows the informal recreation scores and 
their variation across the Borough. Many of the sites with 
poorer scores for informal recreation are Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Spaces including: 

 Woods near West Hill in the West Spatial Area

 Holmhurst St Mary in the West Spatial Area

 Upper Broomgrove in the East Spatial Area

 Larger sites such as Hastings Country Park (Natural and
Semi Natural Green Space), Hastings Beach (Beachfront and 
Promenade) and Alexandra Park (Park and Garden) have a 
good score for informal recreation. Many smaller sites have 
poorer scores for informal recreation, indicating a potential 
area for improvement. 
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Table 10.2 Application of the proposed open space standards to prioritise areas for enhancement; key considerations 

Area of assessment / 
Data 

Key considerations / management approach 

Quantity standard In areas where the quantity of open space falls below the proposed standard (both in terms of current 
population and projected growth): 

 Seek to ensure open spaces and play spaces are resilient to increased use through ensuring the use
of appropriate materials and the delivery of maintenance operations. Ensure open spaces support a
range of facilities for formal and informal recreation.

 Seek opportunities to incorporate new open spaces/ play spaces within new development or improve
off site open space/ play space.

 Consider improvements to public realm/ streetscapes to ensure they are family friendly, provide areas
to sit, encourage active travel and provide opportunities for socialising and quiet contemplation.

The quantity standard may be used as one indicator to assist in identifying areas of search for potential 
housing/employment land. This would need to be cross referenced with other open space standards, site/ 
landscape constraints and local need.  

Accessibility Residents should have access to a range of different types of open spaces. In terms of prioritising areas for 
improvement, similar principles to the above apply. However, further consideration should also be given to: 

 Improving connectivity between open spaces and enhancing active travel routes and public transport
connections.

 Improving entrances/providing new entrances at key open spaces to reduce travel time.

 Where possible addressing or designing out issues around barriers to access (e.g. busy roads, water
courses).

Areas with good local accessibility to multiple sites may be used as one indicator to assist in identifying areas 
of search for potential housing/employment land. This would need to be cross referenced with other open 
space standards, site/landscape constraints and local need.  

Quality and Value Application of the proposed quality and value standards provides a broad indication of the type of 
management approach that may be needed across any given area or site. 

Higher quality / higher value 
+ +

These sites are the best open spaces in the Borough; offering the greatest value to the surrounding local 
communities. 

Future management should seek to maintain the standards and ensure they continue to meet the 
communities they serve  

Higher quality / lower value 
+ -

The audit has found these sites to be achieving a sufficient standard for quality, most likely with sufficient 
levels of maintenance. Value for these sites falls short for the sites typology and level of the hierarchy, for 
instance through a lack of suitable features and facilities.  

Wherever possible, the preferred management approach should be to enhance the value of the site in terms 
of its present primary typology through the provision of additional features, facilities or implementing 
appropriate design interventions. 

If this is not possible, the next best policy approach is to consider whether the site would be considered as 
high value if managed for another primary open space purpose. For instance, reviewing site priorities to 
manage a park and garden as an amenity green space or natural/semi-natural green space.  

Lower quality / higher value 
- +

These spaces meet or exceed the proposed standard for value but fall short on the proposed quality 
standard. These sites will include the features, facilities and attributes that is expected of the type and size of 
open space but their condition may be poor and the site may be failing to achieve expected standards for 
maintenance and management. 
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These sites provide most opportunity for 'quick wins' in terms of improving open space provision through 
focussing management on quality improvement and seeking opportunities to ensure open spaces are 
welcoming and safe for use by the local community.  

Lower quality / lower value 
- - 

Enhancing both the quality and value of these sites should be considered a priority, particularly in areas 
which suffer from a deficiency in access to or quantity of publicly accessible open space. Potential alternative 
uses should also be explored for these sites where it can be demonstrated that loss of a lower quality/ lower 
value space will not result in a local area falling below the open space standards, but will result in a gain for 
an area of undersupply. 

Lower quality / lower value sites may be used as one indicator to assist in identifying areas of search/sites for 
potential housing/employment land. This would need to be cross referenced with other open space 
standards, site/landscape constraints and local need.  

 The findings of this study should also be used to inform 
priorities for future investment.  

 Table 10.3 sets out the process for assessing open 
space provision within each Analysis Area and to help 
prioritise the enhancement of the network. 

 Table 10.3 is supported by Figures 10.3-10.5 which 
provide a summary for each Analysis Area.

Recommendations for future open space 
provision 

 Future management should aim to create a joined up 
and multi-functional network of publicly accessible open space 
which is within walking distance of each Analysis Area. 
Opportunities should be considered to ensure existing open 
spaces are of a high quality and provide a broad range of 
features and facilities to support the health and wellbeing of 
the Borough’s residents. 

Table 10.3 Key stages for applying the standards 

Stage Description Options / considerations for prioritising areas/sites for enhancement 

1 Compare quantity standard 
(ha/1,000) with provision across 
each of the Analysis Areas   

 In areas which fall below the required quantity standard,
consideration should be given to:

– Ensuring existing open spaces meet the required quality and
value standards.

– Existing open spaces are accessible to the Borough’s
communities.

– Creating new open spaces to meet deficit. Typology of open
space to be informed by the application of the quantity
standards.

 In areas which exceed the quantity standard, consideration should
be given to:

– Projected population change to ensure adequate provision to
meet potential need.

– Potential barriers to accessing open spaces.

– Importance of open space to the wider green infrastructure
network.
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Stage  Description  Options / considerations for prioritising areas/sites for enhancement 

2 

Assess accessibility standards 
per typology and level of the 
hierarchy  

 Assess combined deficiency mapping to identify areas deficient in 
good access to multiple levels of the size hierarchy.   

 In areas which are deficient in good access to open space, 
consideration should be given to: 

– Ensuring existing open spaces meet the required quality and 
value standards.   

– Addressing any potential barriers to existing open spaces.    

– Creating new open spaces to meet deficit in accessibility. 
Typology of open space to be informed by the form of 
deficiency.  

3  

Consider quality and value 
standards and Informal 
Recreation Score  

 Consider options for applying management approaches to address 
poor performance against the quality and value benchmarks. 

 Focus improvements on sites with a low Informal Recreation Score.  

4  

Consider the Borough's Play 
Needs Index 

 Focus improvements / enhancements on low quality and value sites 
within areas of high play need.  

 

5 
Scrutinise site audit forms  

 Use audit forms to provide detail on quality, value and informal 
recreation scores. Develop outline list of potential interventions / 
enhancements.  
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Figure 10.3 Overview of Central Analysis Area 
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Figure 10.4 Overview of East Analysis Area 
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Figure 10.5 Overview of West Analysis Area 
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Blank open space audit form 
with scoring 

A.1 The blank open space audit form shows all the desk
based and field based assessment questions completed for
each open space as well as the quality and value scores for
each question.

-  

Appendix A 
Open Space Audit Form 



Designations
National:
• Listed building
• Scheduled Monument
• SSSI
• Historic England Register of Historic Parks and Gardens
• Special Area of Conservation
• Special Protection Area
• Ramsar

• Green Belt
• National Nature Reserve

Regional:
• Site of Importance for Nature

Conservation/Local Wildlife Site
• Regionally Important Geological Site
• Biodiversity Opportunity Areas

Access:
• National/ Regional Trails
• Sustrans Routes

Local - Statutory:
• Conservation Area
• Local Nature Reserve
• Locally Important Geological Site

Other:
• Within a Flood Risk Zone
• Ancient Woodland
• T.P.O
• Has the site acheived a Green Flag Award?
• Has the site acheived a Green Flag Community Award?
• Has the site acheived a Green Heritage Award?

Site ID:  Site Name:
Grid reference: 
Ownership (HBC, private, other): 

Desk based assessment

Hastings  
Informal Open Space & Play Space Audit

Area (ha): 
Category of open space: 

Page 1 of 1

+3

Value scores are 
highlighted in yellow

+3

+3

+3

+3

+3

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1
+3

+3

+3

Quality scores are 
highlighted in green

Audit Form (Version 1.0, 08.2019)

+2

+2

+2

+2

+3

+1

+2

+3

+2



1. Welcoming place

Site access: 
• Freely accessible to public
• Freely accessible to public:

opening hours
• Freely accessible to public:

de-facto access

Are there any areas which are fenced from public access? 
Comment:

To what extent are the entrances well presented?
To what extent are the boundaries well defined and maintained?
What is the overall quality of access and accesses within and through the open space?
What is the overall quality of access and accesses for people travelling to open space?
What is the overall provision of signage?

2. Health, safety and security

Play provision: 
Is there play equipment on site (including natural play)?
How many separate items for equipment?
Is it for under 5 years? 
5-11 years?
Over 11 years?

What play activities are provided for:
• Balancing    • Sliding
• Rocking • Climbing/ agility
• Social play • Swinging
• Rotating    • Jumping
• Viewing    • Counting
• Touching    • Waterplay

Is there impact absorbing surfacing around the equipment? 
Are there benches within enclosure/adjacent to equipment?
Are there litterbins within enclosure/adjacent to equipment?
Is there a play area notice at the entrance stating dog free, children only and emergency contacts?
Is there a no smoking sign? 
Is there space, separate from the equipped area, for informal play/ general runabout/ natural play?
Overall condition of play equipment?

Is there other provision for play on site? (Please also note condition)
• MUGA
• Trim trail/fitness trail
• Wheels park
• BMX track
• Green gym
• Other

Site ID:     Site Name:
Category of open space: 
Audit date and time:
Time spent surveying:
Name of surveyor:
Survey site access: (e.g. access to whole site/ access to part of site/ no access to site)
Is site still an open space?                    If not please describe:

Site assessment

• Restricted access: members/tenants only
• Restricted access: other (please state)
• No Public access

Site assessment  

Page 1 of 4

+5

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1 per item

+4

+3

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

+1

Audit Form (Version 1.0, 08.2019)
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+1 +2 +3 +4 +5

Site ID: 
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3. Clean and well maintained

Is graffiti evident?
Vandalism evident?
Overall cleanliness?
Overall condition of planted areas
Overall condition of grass areas
Overall condition of footpaths
Quality of water and associated edge treatment
Are there any buildings or other built features onsite?  
Please state:
If so, please note condition

Allotments: 
Estimated number of plots in use:   0-25%            26%-50%   51-75%     76-100%
Overall condition of allotment site:

Is there evidence the green space is being used for informal recreation?   
• Walking/ dog walking
• Informal children’s play (not play equipment)
• Young people hanging out
• Sitting/ relaxing
• Desire lines
• Skateboarding (not formal skate park)
• Cycling (not formal bmx track)
• Food growing
•  Other Please state: 

Overall provision for informal recreation? 

What is the condition of basic amenities?
• Toilets
• Cafe/ Kiosk
• Litter and/ or dog bins
• Seating
• Lifebelts
• Cycle parking
• Other
Please state:

Community safety/ sense of security:
Is there natural surveillance into the site from surrounding properties?
Do the approaches feel open and secure?
Is there a flow of people through the green space (to acheive self surveillance)?
Is lighting provided?
Is there CCTV?
Is dog fouling evident onsite?

Active recreation/ sport provision: 
• Grass pitches
• Artificial pitches (e.g. astro turf)
• Tennis courts
• Walking/Jogging
• Mile/km markers/ measured route
• Water activities (other than play areas)
• Bowls
• Other

Site ID: Page 2 of 4
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+1
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+1
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Not scored

Audit Form (Version 1.0, 08.2019)
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5. Conservation and heritage

Is there an indication that natural features are being managed for nature conservation? 

Vegetation cover/ type: 1 or 2  types        3 - 5 types                over 5 types 
• Fine lawn
• Amenity grassland
• Rough grassland
• Semi-improved grassland
• Wildflower grassland
• Herbs
• Shrub
• Scrub
• Hedge
• Annual bedding
• Ornamental planting
• River, stream or canal
• Pond/ lake
• Marginal vegetation

Does the green space contribute to the setting of the immediate local area?
Is the open space visually attractive?

What threats/ disturbances/ issues are affecting the attractiveness of the site?
• Road noise
• Rail noise
• Pollution
• Lack of landscape management
• Erosion
• Intrusive buildings
• Motorcycle scrambling
• Fly tipping
• Flooding
• Other
Please state:

• Ditch
• Woodland
• Woodland edges/ trees and shrubs forming shelterbelt
• Tree groups/ scattered trees
• Veteran or significant individual trees
• Orchard
• Deadwood
• Derelict wasteland
• Other vegetation type:

(please state)

• Invasive species

6. Community involvement

Is there a evidence of an active community group?
Is there a permanent public noticeboard on site?
If so, are up to date notices displayed?
Are there any temporary notices on site informing users about current developments?
Is so, are they up to date?
Does the site offer educational interest (e.g. nature conservation interest or local historic significance)?
Is there a built facility on site which is being used by the local community for education?
Is there evidence that a natural feature on site is being used by the local community for education?

4. Sustainability

Is there evidence of sustainable management practices? 
Does the site contain SuDS/Swales
Does the green space provide a buffer for/ absorb noise or air pollution from:
• Nearby traffic
• Nearby industry   • Other
Is there evidence of tree/ woodland management?

+1 +2 +3
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+1

+1

+1
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8. Potential themes for enhancement:

Please indicate which of the following benefits/ services should be prioritised for future management or 
enhancement (please tick as many boxes as relevant):
• Access
• Informal recreation
• Sports/ other organised activities
• Natural habitats/ biodiversity
• Character setting
• Amenity
• Educational interest
• Productive landscape
• Water attenuation
• Built heritage improvements
• Other Please state: 

9. Comments:
Please add any further information on open space e.g. details of primary or secondary uses/ purposes or any 
significant issues/ opportunities which should be highlighted. 

7. Marketing and culture

Are any of the following social and cultural facilities located on or adjacent to green space:
• Community centre
• Youth centre
• Arts or cultural venue
• Indoor sport hall/ leisure centre
• Other social facility/ business facility

Is there a dedicated outdoor performance area within the green space?
Does the green space contain public art?
Is there a school immediately adjacent to the green space?
Does the green space feature any recognisable landmark features of local importance?
Is there a programme of cultural or other community activities?
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Appendix B 
Neighbouring Authority Standards Review 

Hastings Strategic Open and Play Space Assessment 
July 2020 

LUC  I B-1 

Review of accessibility and 
quantity standards adopted by 
neighbouring and similar Local 
Authorities. 

B.1 The following two tables detail:

 Accessibility standards adopted by neighbouring and
similar Local Authorities

 Quantity standards adopted by neighbouring and similar
Local Authorities (in ha/1000 people)

-  
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Accessibility standards adopted by neighbouring and similar Local Authorities 

Typology Hastings 
Borough 
Council1 

Thanet District 
Council2 

Eastbourne 
Borough 
Council3 

Southend-on-
Sea Borough 
Council4 

Adur and 
Worthing 
Councils5 

Rother District 
Council6 

Parks & Gardens 10 minutes 
walking or 
cycling 
(600/1200m) 

710m 10-15 minute
walk7

N/A 15 minutes 
walking (1200m) 

Urban areas: 20 
minutes walking 
(1600m) 

Rural areas: 20 
minutes driving 

Natural & Semi-
Natural Open 
Space 

10 minutes 
walking or 
cycling 
(600/1200m) 

720m 15-20 minute
drive

2ha site 
Proposed: 300m 

20ha site 
Proposed: 
2000m 

100ha site 
Proposed: 
5000m 

500ha site 
Proposed: 
10,000m 

15 minutes 
walking (1200m) 
or 30 minutes 
driving 

15 minutes 
walking (1200m) 

Outdoor Sports 
Provision 

Artificial pitch 20 
minutes walking 
or cycling 
(1200/2400m) 

Bowling greens 
15 minutes 
walking or 
cycling 
(900/1800m) 

Grass pitches 15 
minutes walking 
or cycling 
(900/1800m) 

Tennis or multi-
courts: 15 
minutes walking 
or cycling 
(900/1800m) 

Standards for 
formal sports are 
included in the 
Sports Review 

10-15 minute
walk

N/A Standards 
included in 
Playing Pitch 
Strategy 

20 minutes 
walking (1600) 

Amenity Green 
Space 

Included as 
'multi-functional 
greenspace' 5 
minutes (300m) 

480m 10-15 minute
walk

N/A 5 minutes 
walking (400m) 

10 minutes 
walking (800m) 

Provision for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

Children 5 
minutes walking 
or cycling 
(300/600m) 

Teenage 10 
minutes walking 
or cycling 
(600/1200m) 

Local Area for 
Play – 100m 

Locally Equipped 
Area for Play – 
400m 

Neighbourhood 
Equipped Area 
for Play – 1000m 

10-15 minute
walk

N/A 15 minutes 
walking (1200m) 

Younger 
children: 10 
minutes walking 

Older children / 
teenagers: 15 
minutes walking 

 _________________________________________________ 
1 Hastings Borough Council (2006) Hastings Open Spaces Plan 
2 Thanet District Counl (2018) Open Space Strategy 
3 Eastbourne Borough Council (2005) Open Space Assessment - Evidence Document 
4 Southend-on-Sea Bourgh Council (2015) Parks & Green Spaces Strategy 2015-2020 
5 Adur and Worthing Open Space Study (2014) Adur and Worthing Open Space Study – Open Space Assessment Report 
6 Rother District Council (2007) Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation Study  
7 Waling time based on walking speeds of 400m in 5 minutes 
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Typology Hastings 
Borough 
Council1 

Thanet District 
Council2 

Eastbourne 
Borough 
Council3 

Southend-on-
Sea Borough 
Council4 

Adur and 
Worthing 
Councils5 

Rother District 
Council6 

Cemeteries / 
Churchyards 

400m N/A N/A N/A No Local 
Standard Set 

Allotments 10 minutes 
walking or 
cycling 
(600/1200m) 

400m 15-20 minute
walk

10 minutes 
walking (800m) 
or 10 minutes 
driving 

20 minutes 
walking (2600m) 

Other Multifunctional 
greenspace: 5 
mins walking 
(300m) 

Beaches: 10-15 
minute walk 

Quantity standards adopted by neighbouring and similar Local Authorities (in ha/1000 people) 

Typology Hastings 
Borough Council 

Thanet District 
Council 

Eastbourne 
Bourgh Council 

Southend-on-
Sea Borough 
Council 

Adur and 
Worthing 
Councils 

Rother District 
Council 

Parks & Gardens Existing: 0.55 Proposed: 0.8 Existing: 0.76 

Proposed: 0.75 

Existing: 0.26 Urban Proposed: 
0.43 

Rural Proposed: 
0.71 

Natural & Semi-
Natural Open 
Space 

Hastings Country 
Park Existing: 
2.75 

Other natural 
spaces: 2.21 

Woodland: 1.54 

Proposed: 1.8 Existing: 1.07 

Proposed: 1.00 

Local Nature 
Reserve 
Proposed: 1.00 

Existing: 2.48 Urban / Rural 
Proposed: 2.00 

Outdoor Sports 
Provision 

Artificial pitch 
Proposed: 0.03 

Bowling greens 
Proposed: 0.016 

Grass pitches 
Proposed: 0.7 

Tennis courts 
Proposed: 0.02 

Standards for 
formal sports are 
included in the 
Sports Review 

Existing: 1.52 

Proposed: 1.50 

(excludes golf) 

Playing fields 
Proposed: 1.6 

Standards 
included in 
Playing Pitch 
Strategy 

Urban Proposed: 
2.97 

Rural Proposed: 
4.84 

Amenity Green 
Space 

Existing: 0.96 Proposed: 0.6 Existing: 0.47 

Proposed: 0.60 

Proposed: 0.55 Existing: 0.82 Proposed: 1.73 

Provision for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

Equipped play 
areas Proposed: 
0.032 

Teenage areas 
Proposed: 0.004 

Proposed: 0.25 Existing: 0.06 

Proposed: 0.10 

Designated play 
space Proposed: 
0.25 

Existing: 0.05 Younger 
Children / 
Teenagers 
Proposed: 0.2 

Cemeteries / 
Churchyards 

Proposed: 0.35 N/A N/A N/A Existing: 0.20 N/A 

Allotments Proposed: 0.27 Proposed: 0.2 Existing: 0.20 

Proposed: 0.20 

Proposed: 0.5 Existing: 0.16 Urban: 0.45 

Rural: 0.17 

Other Civil Space: 
Exisitng: 0.01 



Appendix C 
Consultation Outputs 

Hastings Strategic Open and Play Space Assessment 
July 2020 

LUC  I C-1 

Summary of consultation 
outputs 

C.1 A summary of the public consultation responses from
Survey Monkey are shown below.

-  
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100.00% 545

Q1 Thank you for taking the time to take part in this survey which should
take about 10 minutes to finish.

Answered: 545 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 545

I accept and
agree to the...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I accept and agree to the terms referred to above.
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19.09% 84

35.45% 156

30.23% 133

7.05% 31

4.77% 21

2.27% 10

1.14% 5

Q2 How long do you think it should take to walk to your nearest green
space? By green space we mean outdoors spaces which are used for

leisure, for instance parks, areas of grassland and woodland. 
Answered: 440 Skipped: 105

TOTAL 440

2 minutes

5 minutes

10 minutes

15 minutes

20 minutes

More than 20
minutes

Don't know  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

2 minutes

5 minutes

10 minutes

15 minutes

20 minutes

More than 20 minutes

Don't know 
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77.32% 341

21.32% 94

1.36% 6

Q3 Is there a green space you can use within 5 minutes’ walking distance
of your home?

Answered: 441 Skipped: 104

TOTAL 441

Yes

No

Unsure

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

Unsure
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76.82% 275

56.70% 203

44.13% 158

14.80% 53

43.02% 154

Q4 Please tick any of the following that are less than 5 minutes walking
distance from your home. You can tick more than one.

Answered: 358 Skipped: 187

Total Respondents: 358

Areas with
open spaces ...

Children's
play area

Areas for
informal games

Outdoor or
'Green' gym...

Fitness trail
or walking...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Areas with open spaces to walk or run

Children's play area

Areas for informal games 

Outdoor or 'Green' gym equipment (such as a static bike, rowing machine, or pull up bar)

Fitness trail or walking route
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13.83% 61

12.47% 55

15.19% 67

15.87% 70

42.18% 186

0.45% 2

Q5 Is the beach or seafront...
Answered: 441 Skipped: 104

TOTAL 441

1 - 5 minutes
walking...

6-10 minutes
walking...

11-15 minutes
walking...

16-20 minutes
walking...

More than 20
minutes walk...

Don't know 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

 1 - 5 minutes walking distance from your home?

6-10 minutes walking distance from your home?

11-15 minutes walking distance from your home?

16-20 minutes walking distance from your home?

More than 20 minutes walking distance from your home?

Don't know 
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56.82% 250

1.59% 7

37.50% 165

0.23% 1

1.82% 8

0.00% 0

0.23% 1

Q6 What is the main way you get to green spaces or the seafront (select
one option only)
Answered: 440 Skipped: 105

TOTAL 440

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Car 10/23/2019 5:14 PM

2 Buses not practicable and very expensive 10/21/2019 10:22 AM

3 Riding my horse 10/12/2019 4:35 PM

4 Horse ride 10/11/2019 8:12 PM

5 Horse riding 10/11/2019 5:57 PM

6 Horseriding 10/11/2019 5:54 PM

7 Horse 10/9/2019 7:47 PM

8 Horse 10/9/2019 3:55 PM

Walk

Cycle

Car

Taxi

Bus

Train
(Overground)

Motorcycle

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Walk

Cycle

Car

Taxi

Bus

Train (Overground)

Motorcycle
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9 horse hack 10/9/2019 3:30 PM

10 Horseback too 10/8/2019 10:01 PM

11 Rollerblades 10/8/2019 7:10 AM

12 Horse ride 10/8/2019 5:32 AM

13 Horse riding 10/7/2019 9:59 PM

14 I'm a wheelchair user 10/7/2019 8:56 PM

15 Mobility scooter 10/7/2019 4:53 PM
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79.09% 348

22.50% 99

69.09% 304

3.41% 15

13.86% 61

3.64% 16

2.05% 9

Q7 Please tick the ways you access parks / green spaces/the seafront
(Please select all that apply)

Answered: 440 Skipped: 105

Total Respondents: 440

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Mobility scooter 10/22/2019 11:12 AM

2 Mobility Scooter when nearby 10/21/2019 4:20 PM

3 Horse riding 10/14/2019 7:29 PM

4 By horse or horse box 10/12/2019 4:35 PM

5 Horse riding 10/12/2019 5:36 AM

6 Horse 10/11/2019 9:38 PM

7 Horse ride 10/11/2019 8:12 PM

8 Horse ride 10/11/2019 5:57 PM

Walk

Cycle

Car

Taxi

Bus

Train
(Overground)

Motorcycle

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Walk

Cycle

Car

Taxi

Bus

Train (Overground)

Motorcycle
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9 Horse 10/11/2019 5:54 PM

10 Run 10/10/2019 10:05 AM

11 horse 10/9/2019 7:47 PM

12 Horse 10/9/2019 4:38 PM

13 Horse 10/9/2019 3:55 PM

14 horse 10/9/2019 3:30 PM

15 On horseback 10/9/2019 3:16 PM

16 Horseback 10/8/2019 10:01 PM

17 Rollerblades 10/8/2019 7:10 AM

18 Horse ride 10/8/2019 5:32 AM

19 Horse riding 10/7/2019 9:59 PM

20 I'm a wheelchair user 10/7/2019 8:56 PM

21 Horse 10/7/2019 7:11 PM

22 Horse riding 10/7/2019 6:52 PM

23 Horse 10/7/2019 6:42 PM

24 horse 10/7/2019 6:32 PM

25 Horse to the trails 10/7/2019 5:38 PM

26 Mobility scooter 10/7/2019 4:53 PM

27 Seafront is a drive 10/7/2019 2:54 PM

28 Scooter, Skateboard 10/7/2019 1:47 PM

29 Run 10/3/2019 11:59 AM
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Q8 What is the name of the green space in Hastings that you use the
most? (Please give the name of the green space and the street)

Answered: 421 Skipped: 124

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Bathing Pool Site West St. Leonards 10/28/2019 2:59 PM

2 Seafront, Pelham place playground 10/27/2019 9:56 AM

3 Alexander park 10/26/2019 3:41 PM

4 Alexandra Park 10/26/2019 3:28 PM

5 Bulverhythe Recreation Ground/countryside park 10/25/2019 10:44 PM

6 Hastings Country Park 10/25/2019 7:00 PM

7 Boyne road play space 10/25/2019 6:36 PM

8 Hastings country park 10/24/2019 9:09 PM

9 Alexandra park 10/24/2019 8:34 PM

10 The East Hill and country park 10/24/2019 8:31 PM

11 East hill 10/24/2019 8:29 PM

12 East Hill 10/24/2019 7:21 PM

13 Hastings country park. 10/24/2019 3:50 PM

14 Hastings country park 10/24/2019 1:57 PM

15 Alexandre Park 10/24/2019 1:20 PM

16 Bexhill road Sophie's space 10/24/2019 12:59 PM

17 The seafront 10/24/2019 12:50 PM

18 Hastings Country Park 10/24/2019 12:46 PM

19 Alexandra Park 10/24/2019 12:33 PM

20 St Leonards Gardens 10/24/2019 10:08 AM

21 crowhurst lake 10/24/2019 9:51 AM

22 Rotherfield Ave field 10/24/2019 8:08 AM

23 Country park 10/24/2019 7:20 AM

24 Markwick Gardens, alexandra Park, Gensing Gardens and St Leonards gardens 10/24/2019 6:31 AM

25 Alexandra Park 10/23/2019 9:14 PM

26 Alexandra park 10/23/2019 9:13 PM

27 Tackleway barley Lane 10/23/2019 9:03 PM

28 Old bathing pool 10/23/2019 8:44 PM

29 Hastings country park, barley lane 10/23/2019 8:33 PM

30 Harold road 10/23/2019 8:27 PM

31 East Hill 10/23/2019 8:07 PM

32 St Leonard's gardens 10/23/2019 8:06 PM

33 Alexandra Park 10/23/2019 8:00 PM

34 Allotment & Promenade & old west marina bathing pool 10/23/2019 7:13 PM
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35 old lido ... Seaside road 10/23/2019 6:52 PM

36 East Hill 10/23/2019 6:45 PM

37 Old bathing site 10/23/2019 6:30 PM

38 Alexandra park 10/23/2019 6:26 PM

39 St Helens Wood and Alexandra Park 10/23/2019 5:35 PM

40 Country Park 10/23/2019 5:28 PM

41 Recreation ground, the ridge 10/23/2019 5:15 PM

42 Alexandra Park 10/23/2019 5:14 PM

43 Harrow lane field by post office 10/23/2019 5:02 PM

44 Sea Road 10/23/2019 3:20 PM

45 West hill 10/23/2019 3:14 PM

46 Oval 10/23/2019 3:07 PM

47 West hill play park 10/23/2019 3:05 PM

48 Alexander park 10/23/2019 2:47 PM

49 Alexandra park 10/23/2019 2:47 PM

50 Alexandra park 10/23/2019 2:46 PM

51 Seafront 10/23/2019 2:46 PM

52 Alexandra park 10/23/2019 2:42 PM

53 Hastings Country Park 10/23/2019 2:42 PM

54 West Hill 10/23/2019 2:35 PM

55 Alexandra park 10/23/2019 2:28 PM

56 Alexandra Park 10/23/2019 2:27 PM

57 Alexandra park 10/23/2019 2:23 PM

58 East Hill 10/23/2019 1:55 PM

59 Harrow Lane field 10/23/2019 1:51 PM

60 area behind bexhill road 10/23/2019 12:24 PM

61 St Leonards Gardens 10/22/2019 9:55 PM

62 Alexandra Park 10/22/2019 8:04 PM

63 beach 10/22/2019 4:18 PM

64 Seafront 10/22/2019 11:12 AM

65 Linton Gardens Braybrooke Terrace 10/22/2019 7:14 AM

66 Alexandra Park 10/22/2019 6:32 AM

67 Bembrook, west hill. 10/22/2019 4:31 AM

68 The green space on harrow lane 10/21/2019 11:18 PM

69 West Hill 10/21/2019 10:14 PM

70 Blackman Avenue play park 10/21/2019 10:06 PM

71 Alexandra Park 10/21/2019 9:47 PM

72 Bathing pool site 10/21/2019 9:26 PM

73 Alexandra Park 10/21/2019 9:19 PM

74 The Oval, Magdalen Road 10/21/2019 9:13 PM

75 Alexandra Park 10/21/2019 8:42 PM
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76 South Saxons Wetlands 10/21/2019 8:05 PM

77 Alexandra Park 10/21/2019 7:58 PM

78 Alexandra Park St Helens Rd Hastings 10/21/2019 7:35 PM

79 Marline woods 10/21/2019 7:32 PM

80 Beach huts area sea road 10/21/2019 7:25 PM

81 Wishing tree play area 10/21/2019 6:51 PM

82 Alexander park St. Helens road 10/21/2019 5:58 PM

83 Hastings Country park 10/21/2019 5:10 PM

84 Alexandra Park 10/21/2019 5:07 PM

85 Seafront 10/21/2019 4:20 PM

86 Old bathing pool site and paths around 10/21/2019 3:48 PM

87 Warrior Square 10/21/2019 3:14 PM

88 Westhill, Castlehill Rd 10/21/2019 2:47 PM

89 Linton Gardens 10/21/2019 2:38 PM

90 North seat, mill lane 10/21/2019 12:34 PM

91 Alexander park 10/21/2019 12:30 PM

92 Alexandra park 10/21/2019 12:28 PM

93 East Hill 10/21/2019 11:55 AM

94 Pocket Park 10/21/2019 10:22 AM

95 West Hill, Priory Rd 10/21/2019 9:43 AM

96 Linton Gardens, Wykeham Road 10/21/2019 9:32 AM

97 Seafront 10/21/2019 9:17 AM

98 Alexandra Park 10/21/2019 9:06 AM

99 Wishing tree reservoir, crowhurst rd 10/21/2019 7:54 AM

100 Bulverhythe recreation ground 10/20/2019 9:16 PM

101 Bexhill 10/20/2019 8:44 PM

102 Combe valley, Reedswood road 10/20/2019 8:23 PM

103 Coronation Wood, St helens Road 10/20/2019 6:47 PM

104 Combe Valley Countryside Park 10/20/2019 6:34 PM

105 Bulverhythe recreation ground 10/20/2019 6:30 PM

106 Combe Valley, Reedswood Road 10/20/2019 9:51 AM

107 Alexandra park lower park road 10/19/2019 12:26 PM

108 Fairlight country park 10/19/2019 12:15 PM

109 Beach Demark Place 10/18/2019 2:57 PM

110 Marline Valley and Church in the Woods 10/17/2019 5:41 PM

111 Hastings country park 10/16/2019 1:22 PM

112 Old Bathing Pool site, Sea Rd, West St Leonards 10/15/2019 9:18 PM

113 warrior square gardens 10/14/2019 8:49 PM

114 Firehills at Fairlight 10/14/2019 7:29 PM

115 Harrow Lane playing fields 10/14/2019 2:53 PM

116 West Hill 10/14/2019 1:13 PM
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117 St Leonards Garden 10/14/2019 7:40 AM

118 church in the wood 10/13/2019 5:11 PM

119 Bulverhythe Recreaton Ground 10/13/2019 3:15 PM

120 alexandra park 10/12/2019 5:37 PM

121 Coombe valley country park 10/12/2019 4:35 PM

122 Gensing Gardens, Charles Rd 10/12/2019 3:54 PM

123 Old Bathing Site St Leonards seafront 10/12/2019 3:43 PM

124 Alexandra park 10/12/2019 2:42 PM

125 St Leonards seafront 10/12/2019 1:42 PM

126 Coombe valley 10/11/2019 9:38 PM

127 Country Park 10/11/2019 8:43 PM

128 Upper maze hill 10/11/2019 8:12 PM

129 East hi 10/11/2019 8:04 PM

130 Summerfields 10/11/2019 7:51 PM

131 Alexandra park 10/11/2019 7:24 PM

132 Alexandra park and seafront 10/11/2019 6:45 PM

133 Combe valley 10/11/2019 5:57 PM

134 Seafront 10/11/2019 5:20 PM

135 South Saxons 10/11/2019 3:43 PM

136 seafront 10/11/2019 12:10 PM

137 West Marina Gardens 10/11/2019 8:25 AM

138 Green space of the old bathing pool site, Seaside Road 10/11/2019 8:02 AM

139 Alexander Park 10/10/2019 8:58 PM

140 Alexander Park 10/10/2019 8:30 PM

141 Alexandra Park 10/10/2019 7:58 PM

142 Hastings Country Park 10/10/2019 6:14 PM

143 Seafront & beach 10/10/2019 6:03 PM

144 Hastings Country Park 10/10/2019 3:07 PM

145 Fairlight Country Park, Coastguard Lane 10/10/2019 12:32 PM

146 West Hill, Priory Road 10/10/2019 10:14 AM

147 Alexandra park 10/10/2019 10:05 AM

148 The oval and Warrior Square 10/10/2019 9:02 AM

149 Warrior Square 10/10/2019 8:46 AM

150 Alexander Park 10/10/2019 7:27 AM

151 Woods- Delaware Drive 10/10/2019 6:05 AM

152 Alexandra park 10/9/2019 10:49 PM

153 West Hill priory road 10/9/2019 7:47 PM

154 St Helens Woods (not council owned) 10/9/2019 5:40 PM

155 Own field battle 10/9/2019 5:38 PM

156 West Hill 10/9/2019 5:23 PM

157 hastings country park 10/9/2019 5:11 PM
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158 St Helens Wood 10/9/2019 4:38 PM

159 Seafront 10/9/2019 3:55 PM

160 Too many 10/9/2019 3:30 PM

161 North seat 10/9/2019 3:16 PM

162 Hastings Country Park 10/9/2019 3:09 PM

163 Alexandra park, Boyne playpark 10/9/2019 2:34 PM

164 Alexandra Park 10/9/2019 11:29 AM

165 alexandra park st helens road 10/9/2019 10:56 AM

166 Grosvenor Garden/Old Bathing space - Sea Road / Seaside Road 10/9/2019 9:40 AM

167 West Marina Bathing Pool site 10/9/2019 9:08 AM

168 Alexandra Park 10/9/2019 7:45 AM

169 Elphinstone Road (pilot field?) 10/9/2019 7:19 AM

170 Alexander park 10/9/2019 5:30 AM

171 Seafront 10/9/2019 2:17 AM

172 Alexandra Park 10/9/2019 12:08 AM

173 At Helens wood, at Helens park road 10/8/2019 10:34 PM

174 Alexandra park 10/8/2019 10:21 PM

175 Crowhurst, Breadsell Lane 10/8/2019 10:01 PM

176 Hastings Country Park 10/8/2019 9:57 PM

177 BOS field, Elphinstone Road 10/8/2019 9:53 PM

178 park 10/8/2019 9:47 PM

179 St Helens Woods 10/8/2019 9:41 PM

180 Bulverhythe Recreation Ground, Combe Valley, Alexandra Park , Easthill 10/8/2019 9:30 PM

181 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 8:50 PM

182 St Leonards gardens 10/8/2019 8:32 PM

183 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 8:28 PM

184 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 8:15 PM

185 coombe valley 10/8/2019 8:13 PM

186 Fernside Woods, South Saxons field, West Marina Gardens, Old Bathing Pool site 10/8/2019 7:01 PM

187 Bembrook Road 10/8/2019 6:56 PM

188 Alexandra park st Helens road 10/8/2019 6:36 PM

189 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 6:25 PM

190 Old Roar Gill 10/8/2019 6:19 PM

191 West Marina Bathing Pool Site 10/8/2019 6:13 PM

192 Warrior Square Gardens 10/8/2019 6:13 PM

193 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 6:03 PM

194 Combe Valley 10/8/2019 5:32 PM

195 Alexander park 10/8/2019 5:19 PM

196 former lido site 10/8/2019 5:16 PM

197 Alexandra park 10/8/2019 4:14 PM

198 Freshfields 10/8/2019 4:00 PM
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199 old bathing pool site 10/8/2019 3:54 PM

200 Alexandra park 10/8/2019 3:30 PM

201 Church in the Wood 10/8/2019 3:18 PM

202 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 3:02 PM

203 Alexandra park 10/8/2019 1:12 PM

204 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 12:49 PM

205 Alexandra park 10/8/2019 12:49 PM

206 Barley lane as free parking 10/8/2019 12:38 PM

207 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 12:27 PM

208 Alexander park 10/8/2019 12:24 PM

209 Alexander park 10/8/2019 12:00 PM

210 Hastings country park 10/8/2019 11:56 AM

211 Alexandra park lower park road 10/8/2019 11:53 AM

212 Tackleway 10/8/2019 11:49 AM

213 Coombe valley 10/8/2019 11:43 AM

214 speckled wood, ore village green 10/8/2019 11:23 AM

215 Old Bathing Pool Site 10/8/2019 10:58 AM

216 West marina bathing pool site. St Leonards 10/8/2019 9:37 AM

217 West Hill, Priory Road 10/8/2019 9:34 AM

218 St Helens woods 10/8/2019 9:33 AM

219 West Marina Gardens 10/8/2019 9:13 AM

220 seafront 10/8/2019 9:10 AM

221 Alexander park 10/8/2019 9:08 AM

222 top end of Alexander Park 10/8/2019 9:05 AM

223 Alexandra park 10/8/2019 8:57 AM

224 Hastings country park 10/8/2019 8:53 AM

225 West Hill, Priory ROad 10/8/2019 8:33 AM

226 Alexandra Park St Helens rd 10/8/2019 8:25 AM

227 Hastings Country Park 10/8/2019 8:20 AM

228 Filsham Valley 10/8/2019 8:14 AM

229 I’m in Bexhill-On-Sea 10/8/2019 8:03 AM

230 Alexandra Park, Saint Helens Road 10/8/2019 7:54 AM

231 Bowling green gardens sea Road 10/8/2019 7:50 AM

232 Old Bathing Pool site. West St Leonard's 10/8/2019 7:48 AM

233 Lower Torfield Allotments Old London Road 10/8/2019 7:48 AM

234 sea front old bathing pool site west st leonards 10/8/2019 7:47 AM

235 robsack and church woods 10/8/2019 7:45 AM

236 Coombe Valley. Bulverhythe fields. Bexhill Road 10/8/2019 7:43 AM

237 Fields on filsham road st leonards 10/8/2019 7:39 AM

238 Old Bathing Pool 10/8/2019 7:31 AM

239 Combe Valley country park 10/8/2019 7:23 AM
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240 Bottle Alley area 10/8/2019 7:10 AM

241 Summerfields woods 10/8/2019 6:45 AM

242 Summerfield Woods 10/8/2019 6:26 AM

243 Alexandra park 10/8/2019 5:32 AM

244 Near st Leonard’s academy 10/8/2019 5:08 AM

245 West Hill 10/8/2019 4:45 AM

246 Alexandra park, lower park road 10/8/2019 3:22 AM

247 Gensing Gardens, Charles Road 10/7/2019 11:33 PM

248 ALEXANDRA Park. 10/7/2019 10:05 PM

249 Seafront 10/7/2019 10:03 PM

250 Combe 10/7/2019 9:59 PM

251 Grosvenor Gardens 10/7/2019 9:59 PM

252 Bulverhythe recreational ground, Bexhill Road 10/7/2019 9:57 PM

253 Alexander park 10/7/2019 9:47 PM

254 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 9:43 PM

255 Park in Edinburgh Road 10/7/2019 9:11 PM

256 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 9:06 PM

257 Bulverhythe playing fields 10/7/2019 9:03 PM

258 Bulverhythe Playing Fields, Bexhill Road 10/7/2019 9:02 PM

259 Combe valley 10/7/2019 9:01 PM

260 St Leonards Gardens (Maze Hill) 10/7/2019 8:56 PM

261 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 8:55 PM

262 Alexander Park 10/7/2019 8:53 PM

263 Hastings country park 10/7/2019 8:52 PM

264 Hastings country park 10/7/2019 8:51 PM

265 Bathing pool 10/7/2019 8:50 PM

266 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 8:31 PM

267 Norths seat 10/7/2019 8:31 PM

268 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 8:30 PM

269 Alexandre Park 10/7/2019 8:28 PM

270 Alexander pk 10/7/2019 8:23 PM

271 St Helens Woods, Langham Road 10/7/2019 8:14 PM

272 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 8:02 PM

273 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 8:00 PM

274 West Hill open space, west hill, hastings 10/7/2019 7:56 PM

275 Hastings Country Park, Barley Lane 10/7/2019 7:55 PM

276 Country park/cliffs 10/7/2019 7:43 PM

277 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 7:39 PM

278 South Saxon wetlands woodland SLA 10/7/2019 7:34 PM

279 Fairlight 10/7/2019 7:29 PM

280 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 7:28 PM
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281 Hastings Country Park 10/7/2019 7:27 PM

282 South Saxons wetlands, woods by st Leonard's academy 10/7/2019 7:20 PM

283 Gensing gardens 10/7/2019 7:12 PM

284 St Helens woods 10/7/2019 7:11 PM

285 Alexander Park 10/7/2019 7:01 PM

286 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 6:55 PM

287 Speckled Wood 10/7/2019 6:55 PM

288 West hill 10/7/2019 6:52 PM

289 Speckled Wood, Old london Road 10/7/2019 6:49 PM

290 Icklesham green 10/7/2019 6:47 PM

291 Hastings country park 10/7/2019 6:42 PM

292 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 6:32 PM

293 bridle path,north seat to martineau lane,from there bridle way along side fairlight road 10/7/2019 6:32 PM

294 Hastings Country Park, Barley Lane 10/7/2019 6:30 PM

295 Battle Great Woods 10/7/2019 6:25 PM

296 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 6:19 PM

297 Hastings Country Park 10/7/2019 6:19 PM

298 St Helens Wood 10/7/2019 6:09 PM

299 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 6:08 PM

300 Bathing Pool Site, Seaside Road 10/7/2019 6:03 PM

301 Hastings Park 10/7/2019 6:01 PM

302 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 5:57 PM

303 hastings country park. 10/7/2019 5:53 PM

304 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 5:39 PM

305 Norths seat 10/7/2019 5:38 PM

306 Wishing tree road 10/7/2019 5:37 PM

307 Sophies play space 10/7/2019 5:36 PM

308 Newgate woods off Amherst road 10/7/2019 5:31 PM

309 Alexandra Park from King Edward Ave 10/7/2019 5:31 PM

310 Ochiltree road 10/7/2019 5:27 PM

311 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 5:22 PM

312 Alexander park 10/7/2019 5:20 PM

313 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 5:14 PM

314 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 5:12 PM

315 Hastings country park 10/7/2019 5:08 PM

316 alexandra park 10/7/2019 5:02 PM

317 Warrior Square gardens 10/7/2019 4:59 PM

318 Alexreal. Park 10/7/2019 4:55 PM

319 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 4:53 PM

320 Old bathing pool, sea front 10/7/2019 4:53 PM

321 East hill 10/7/2019 4:48 PM
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322 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 4:36 PM

323 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 4:32 PM

324 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 4:31 PM

325 West Marina Gardens (Grosvenor Gardens) 10/7/2019 4:27 PM

326 Hastings Countryside Park 10/7/2019 4:21 PM

327 West Hill play park 10/7/2019 4:21 PM

328 West Marina gardens 10/7/2019 4:17 PM

329 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 4:09 PM

330 West Hill 10/7/2019 4:09 PM

331 The play area at Hastings Golf 10/7/2019 4:06 PM

332 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 4:01 PM

333 West Hill 10/7/2019 3:54 PM

334 Bembrooke 10/7/2019 3:50 PM

335 West Hill 10/7/2019 3:45 PM

336 Combe Valley Nature Reserve & Green Way 10/7/2019 3:44 PM

337 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 3:39 PM

338 Hastings country park 10/7/2019 3:39 PM

339 Alexandra Park, bulverhythe playing fields 10/7/2019 3:34 PM

340 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 3:33 PM

341 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 3:31 PM

342 St Leonards Gardens 10/7/2019 3:28 PM

343 Seafront 10/7/2019 3:21 PM

344 Country park, East hill 10/7/2019 3:19 PM

345 Alexandra Park Shorndean meadow end 10/7/2019 3:17 PM

346 Old bathing pool site, Seaside Road 10/7/2019 3:05 PM

347 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 3:01 PM

348 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 2:58 PM

349 Alexandra park, harrow lane fields 10/7/2019 2:58 PM

350 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 2:54 PM

351 Alexandra Park , St Helen’s Road 10/7/2019 2:46 PM

352 Hastings country park 10/7/2019 2:41 PM

353 St Leonards Gardens Maze Hill 10/7/2019 2:32 PM

354 Bowling green 10/7/2019 2:30 PM

355 Bulverhythe and combe valley 10/7/2019 2:29 PM

356 Alexander park 10/7/2019 2:25 PM

357 South water 10/7/2019 2:02 PM

358 hastings country park 10/7/2019 1:49 PM

359 East Hill 10/7/2019 1:47 PM

360 The Country Park 10/7/2019 1:32 PM

361 Park next to marina 10/7/2019 1:30 PM

362 beach 10/7/2019 12:51 PM
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363 Bulverhythe 10/7/2019 12:49 PM

364 Fairlight 10/7/2019 12:45 PM

365 East Hill 10/7/2019 12:44 PM

366 Seafront Hastings and St Leonards 10/7/2019 12:44 PM

367 Gensing gardens and sea front 10/7/2019 12:40 PM

368 West Hill 10/7/2019 12:32 PM

369 West Hill 10/7/2019 12:27 PM

370 Gengsing Gardens 10/7/2019 12:27 PM

371 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 12:25 PM

372 Alexandra Park 10/7/2019 12:20 PM

373 Seafront 10/7/2019 12:18 PM

374 Alexandra park 10/7/2019 11:50 AM

375 I don not do into Hastings for green spaces as I live in Crowhurst 10/7/2019 11:50 AM

376 Speckled Wood 10/7/2019 2:10 AM

377 Bulverhythe Recreation Ground, Bexhill Road 10/6/2019 8:43 PM

378 St Leonard's Gardens, Maze Hill 10/6/2019 5:13 PM

379 Hastings country park 10/5/2019 6:16 PM

380 west hill priory road 10/5/2019 9:41 AM

381 Alexandra Park, St Helens Road 10/4/2019 7:41 AM

382 Alexandra Park 10/3/2019 7:08 PM

383 Alexandra PARK, Vale Road 10/3/2019 12:33 PM

384 Hastings country park 10/3/2019 12:04 PM

385 Alexandra Park 10/3/2019 11:59 AM

386 Alexandra Park 10/3/2019 11:59 AM

387 St Helen's Woods 10/3/2019 11:48 AM

388 Alexandra Park 10/3/2019 11:46 AM

389 ST HELENS WOODS 10/3/2019 11:41 AM

390 warrior gardens 10/3/2019 11:39 AM

391 Alexandra Park 10/3/2019 11:35 AM

392 Country park via Barley Lane 10/3/2019 8:52 AM

393 Alexandra Park 10/2/2019 11:27 AM

394 St Helen's Wood 10/2/2019 8:21 AM

395 Alexandra park 10/2/2019 8:09 AM

396 St Helens Wood, St Helens Park Road 10/2/2019 7:39 AM

397 Summerfield Woods 10/1/2019 6:53 PM

398 beach, East Hill 10/1/2019 2:22 PM

399 beach 10/1/2019 12:29 PM

400 Church in the wood 10/1/2019 11:57 AM

401 Alexandra Park 10/1/2019 10:28 AM

402 Markwick Gardens, Markwick Terrace 10/1/2019 8:40 AM

403 Alexzander park 10/1/2019 12:04 AM
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404 Alexandra Park 9/30/2019 9:04 PM

405 Alexandra Park, accessed by Lower Park Road 9/30/2019 6:44 PM

406 Summer fields woods 9/30/2019 6:28 PM

407 WARRIOR SQUARE 9/30/2019 4:57 PM

408 Alexander Park 9/30/2019 4:23 PM

409 Alexandra park st Helens road 9/30/2019 4:10 PM

410 Alexandra Park 9/30/2019 4:02 PM

411 Bembrook Road Open Space 9/30/2019 3:42 PM

412 Alexandra Park, Upper Park Road 9/30/2019 2:20 PM

413 Hastings Country Park (East Hill) 9/30/2019 1:38 PM

414 Alexandra park, st Helens rd 9/30/2019 1:12 PM

415 Alexandra Park 9/30/2019 12:21 PM

416 Alexandra park 9/30/2019 12:00 PM

417 Alexandra park 9/30/2019 11:35 AM

418 Ociltree 9/30/2019 11:35 AM

419 Alexandra park 9/30/2019 10:51 AM

420 alexandra park 9/30/2019 10:48 AM

421 Country Park East Hill 9/30/2019 10:44 AM
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42.31% 176

76.44% 318

7.21% 30

6.49% 27

19.23% 80

29.33% 122

45.91% 191

42.07% 175

25.48% 106

Q9 Do you visit any of the green spaces or areas of seafront/beach on
the edge of or outside of the town? (Tick all that apply)

Answered: 416 Skipped: 129

Total Respondents: 416  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Guestling Woods, Powdermill Woods 10/25/2019 7:00 PM

Combe Valley
Countryside...

Hastings
Country Park

Fore Wood
Nature Reserve

Coghurst Wood

Pevensey
Levels

Fairlight Cove 

Winchelsea
Beach

Battle Great
Wood

Brede High
Woods

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Combe Valley Countryside Park 

Hastings Country Park 

Fore Wood Nature Reserve 

Coghurst Wood

Pevensey Levels 

Fairlight Cove 

Winchelsea Beach 

Battle Great Wood

Brede High Woods
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2 Guestling woods 10/23/2019 8:07 PM

3 St Helens Woods 10/23/2019 8:00 PM

4 Church wood 10/23/2019 7:13 PM

5 Bulverhythe rec 10/23/2019 5:35 PM

6 Bexhill seafront 10/23/2019 5:02 PM

7 St. Helens woods 10/22/2019 9:55 PM

8 East Hill from Rock Lane 10/22/2019 8:04 PM

9 Pett Level, 10/22/2019 6:32 AM

10 Guestling woods 10/22/2019 4:31 AM

11 Guestling Wood, powdermill wood 10/21/2019 10:14 PM

12 Seafront 10/21/2019 9:26 PM

13 St Leonards Sea Front 10/21/2019 8:42 PM

14 South Saxons 10/21/2019 8:05 PM

15 Bexhill seafront 10/21/2019 6:51 PM

16 Bexhill seafront 10/21/2019 5:58 PM

17 Pett level 10/21/2019 5:10 PM

18 none of the above 10/21/2019 2:38 PM

19 Bexhill sea front 10/21/2019 12:30 PM

20 Cant get to them easily or cheapily 10/21/2019 10:22 AM

21 Rye Harbour Nature Reserve 10/21/2019 9:32 AM

22 None 10/21/2019 9:17 AM

23 small wood behind Summerfirelds leisure and the courthouse 10/21/2019 9:06 AM

24 Church in the wood 10/20/2019 9:16 PM

25 Bexhill promenade 10/20/2019 8:44 PM

26 Bexhill & Eastbourne seafronts, Egerton Park & the childrens water park in Eastbourne 10/14/2019 2:53 PM

27 St Helens Woods 10/13/2019 5:30 PM

28 beach 10/12/2019 5:37 PM

29 Any bridlepaths I can find 10/12/2019 4:35 PM

30 Mountfield court and brightling Park 10/11/2019 5:54 PM

31 Bexhill Seafront 10/11/2019 12:10 PM

32 St Leonard's garden 10/11/2019 8:25 AM

33 Rye Harbour NR, Betley Woods, Guestling Wood1 10/10/2019 6:14 PM

34 speckled wood 10/10/2019 3:07 PM

35 Speckled Wood 10/10/2019 10:05 AM

36 Delaware Drive woods 10/10/2019 6:05 AM

37 St helen's Wood, Guestling woods Rye Harbour 10/9/2019 7:47 PM

38 Pestalozzi. Grounds 10/9/2019 5:40 PM

39 The Greenway, Powdermill Wood, Camber Sands, Rye Harbour, Pett Levels, St Leonards beach,
Bexhill beach

10/9/2019 4:38 PM

40 Bixley, Beckley, flat ropers, Barnes Wood 10/9/2019 3:55 PM

41 Guestling Wood 10/9/2019 3:09 PM
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42 If i knew exactly where these other places were, I would. I shall google! 10/9/2019 7:19 AM

43 South Saxons Bulverhythe playing fields and old bathing pool site 10/9/2019 5:30 AM

44 Pett level 10/9/2019 2:17 AM

45 St Leonards Gardens, Linton Garden 10/8/2019 9:30 PM

46 Grosvenor gardens & Alexandra park 10/8/2019 8:50 PM

47 St Helens Woods 10/8/2019 8:28 PM

48 St Helens Woods, Bexhill seafront, Egerton Park, Bedgebury Woods 10/8/2019 6:03 PM

49 The oval 10/8/2019 3:18 PM

50 Ashburnham Place 10/8/2019 3:02 PM

51 Beachy Head 10/8/2019 12:27 PM

52 Oval 10/8/2019 12:00 PM

53 Bexhill high woods, the beach 10/8/2019 11:53 AM

54 rock a Nore fishing beach 10/8/2019 11:23 AM

55 St Helens Woods and Ponswood. 10/8/2019 9:33 AM

56 Alexandra Park 10/8/2019 8:52 AM

57 Darwell 10/8/2019 8:25 AM

58 Pett Level Beach 10/8/2019 8:20 AM

59 Old Bathing Pool site 10/8/2019 8:14 AM

60 Old Bathing pool site, play park and beach 10/8/2019 8:12 AM

61 I live in Bexhill-On-Sea 10/8/2019 8:03 AM

62 Marline Valley Nature Reserve, Pett Level Beach, St Helens Woods, Old Roar Gill, Summerfields
Woods

10/8/2019 7:54 AM

63 Bulverhythe playing fields 10/8/2019 7:50 AM

64 Marline woods 10/8/2019 7:47 AM

65 St Helen's Woods, Ponds Wood, Church Wood, Bulverhythe Recreation Ground 10/7/2019 11:33 PM

66 Pett level beach 10/7/2019 8:52 PM

67 Pett level beach 10/7/2019 8:31 PM

68 Footpaths and fields in Crowhurst 10/7/2019 8:30 PM

69 I don’t drive so I can’t 10/7/2019 8:02 PM

70 Alexandra Park, & Marlene Woods Nature Reserve 10/7/2019 7:55 PM

71 Pett Level Beach 10/7/2019 7:27 PM

72 Bohemia Woods, Guestling Woods, West Hill, 10/7/2019 7:12 PM

73 St Helens woods 10/7/2019 7:11 PM

74 hastings beach, camber sands, pett level 10/7/2019 6:32 PM

75 Glyn gap 10/7/2019 6:19 PM

76 Bathing Pool Site, Seaside Road 10/7/2019 6:03 PM

77 Old Bathing pool site 10/7/2019 6:01 PM

78 Guestling woods 10/7/2019 5:39 PM

79 Speckled Wood 10/7/2019 5:31 PM

80 Rye Harbour 10/7/2019 5:20 PM

81 rye harbour nature reserve 10/7/2019 5:02 PM
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82 Robsack Woods 10/7/2019 4:59 PM

83 Oval 10/7/2019 4:55 PM

84 St Helens woods 10/7/2019 4:53 PM

85 Old bathing pool and beach 10/7/2019 4:53 PM

86 all the seafronts 10/7/2019 4:32 PM

87 Bulverhythe Beach, Little Galley Hill 10/7/2019 4:27 PM

88 Egerton play park, Icklesham play park, Battle Recreation ground 10/7/2019 4:21 PM

89 Hastings Seafront 10/7/2019 4:06 PM

90 Egerton Park 10/7/2019 3:54 PM

91 St Helen's wood 10/7/2019 3:50 PM

92 None 10/7/2019 3:39 PM

93 Bulverhythe area, bexhill beach as free parking is readily available 10/7/2019 3:34 PM

94 Tunbridge Wells Commons 10/7/2019 3:28 PM

95 Bexhill High Woods 10/7/2019 2:54 PM

96 Bulverhythe beach 10/7/2019 2:46 PM

97 Pevensey Marsh 10/7/2019 1:47 PM

98 Pett Level and Icklesham woods 10/7/2019 1:32 PM

99 Bexhill 10/7/2019 12:32 PM

100 Bexhill beach 10/7/2019 12:25 PM

101 Bexhill seafront 10/7/2019 11:50 AM

102 Bathing Pool Site 10/7/2019 10:25 AM

103 West St Leonards Bathing Pool site and South Saxons Field 10/6/2019 8:43 PM

104 Very poorly worded question 10/5/2019 9:41 AM

105 St Helen's Wood and Speckled Wood 10/3/2019 11:59 AM

106 Pett woods; Church in the wood; Footlands? (Cripps Corner) 10/3/2019 11:48 AM

107 Bexhill beach 10/3/2019 11:35 AM

108 No 10/2/2019 11:27 AM

109 Maplehurst Wood, Whiteland Wood (Westfield), High Wood (Bexhill) 10/2/2019 8:21 AM

110 not really 10/1/2019 6:53 PM

111 Bexhill Beach 10/1/2019 12:29 PM

112 Rye Harbour 9/30/2019 4:23 PM

113 Pett Level 9/30/2019 2:20 PM

114 Woods by langham rd 9/30/2019 11:35 AM

115 guestling wood 9/30/2019 10:48 AM
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29.32% 129

14.55% 64

23.86% 105

16.36% 72

4.77% 21

6.14% 27

2.95% 13

1.82% 8

0.23% 1

Q10 How often do you use green spaces in Hastings?
Answered: 440 Skipped: 105

TOTAL 440

Every day

4-6 times per
week

2-3 times per
week

Once per week

Once per
fortnight

Once per month

Once every 2-6
months

Less than once
every 6 mont...

Never

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Every day

4-6 times per week

2-3 times per week

Once per week

Once per fortnight

Once per month

Once every 2-6 months

Less than once every 6 months  

Never
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10.68% 47

9.32% 41

25.45% 112

19.77% 87

15.00% 66

10.68% 47

5.45% 24

3.41% 15

0.23% 1

Q11 How often do you visit the seafront or beach?
Answered: 440 Skipped: 105

TOTAL 440

Every day

4-6 times per
week

2-3 times per
week

Once per week

Once per
fortnight

Once per month 

Once every 2-6
months

Less than once
every 6 months

Never
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Every day

4-6 times per week

2-3 times per week

Once per week

Once per fortnight 

Once per month 

Once every 2-6 months 

Less than once every 6 months 

Never
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55.38% 242

24.71% 108

41.19% 180

56.52% 247

73.91% 323

10.76% 47

32.49% 142

6.86% 30

40.27% 176

Q12 Do you use green spaces or the seafront/beach for any of the below?
(please tick all that apply)

Answered: 437 Skipped: 108

Total Respondents: 437  

# OTHER (PLEASE STATE) DATE

1 Walking my dog 10/25/2019 10:44 PM

Meet friends

Take a shortcut

Observe the
wildlife

For a family
outing

Relaxing

Educational
reasons

See
events/enter...

Volunteering 

Eating a
picnic

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Meet friends

Take a shortcut

Observe the wildlife

For a family outing

Relaxing

Educational reasons

See events/entertainment

Volunteering 

Eating a picnic 
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2 Dog walking 10/24/2019 8:34 PM

3 Running 10/24/2019 1:20 PM

4 Health and clear mind, exercise for family 10/24/2019 12:50 PM

5 Commuting and dog walking 10/24/2019 8:08 AM

6 Dog walking 10/23/2019 9:03 PM

7 Sitting along by the bathing pool 10/23/2019 8:44 PM

8 Dog walking 10/23/2019 8:33 PM

9 Dog walking 10/23/2019 8:07 PM

10 Dog walking 10/23/2019 5:35 PM

11 Dog walking 10/23/2019 5:15 PM

12 Dog walks 10/23/2019 5:14 PM

13 Bike riding 10/23/2019 5:02 PM

14 Fitness 10/23/2019 3:20 PM

15 Cycling 10/23/2019 2:35 PM

16 Excersize 10/23/2019 2:28 PM

17 Walking dog 10/23/2019 2:10 PM

18 Dog walking 10/22/2019 9:55 PM

19 get away... 10/22/2019 4:18 PM

20 Walking my dogs 10/21/2019 11:18 PM

21 For baby to play with Sticks and leaves. For me to feel relaxed by being around trees. To swim. To
travel safely by bike across town (the seafront)

10/21/2019 10:14 PM

22 Dog Walking 10/21/2019 8:05 PM

23 Swimming cycling paddle boarding 10/21/2019 7:25 PM

24 Walking 10/21/2019 5:10 PM

25 Dog walks 10/21/2019 5:07 PM

26 Sports 10/21/2019 3:48 PM

27 walking the dogs 10/21/2019 2:47 PM

28 Dog walking 10/21/2019 12:30 PM

29 To use the beach 10/21/2019 10:22 AM

30 Dog walking 10/21/2019 8:32 AM

31 Walking dogs 10/20/2019 8:23 PM

32 Exercise 10/20/2019 6:34 PM

33 Dog walking 10/20/2019 6:30 PM

34 Walk the dogs 10/20/2019 1:16 PM

35 Walking the dog 10/20/2019 9:51 AM

36 Dog walking 10/17/2019 5:41 PM

37 Dog walking 10/16/2019 1:22 PM

38 Dog Walking 10/15/2019 9:18 PM

39 Horse riding dog walking 10/14/2019 7:29 PM

40 walking with a dog 10/13/2019 5:11 PM

41 beachhut 10/12/2019 5:37 PM
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42 Riding or walking dogs 10/12/2019 4:35 PM

43 Swim but would be better with open air swim pool rather than sea 10/12/2019 3:43 PM

44 Horse riding 10/12/2019 5:36 AM

45 Horse riding 10/11/2019 9:38 PM

46 Running 10/11/2019 8:43 PM

47 Horse ridibg 10/11/2019 8:12 PM

48 Walking the dogs 10/11/2019 7:51 PM

49 Horse riding 10/11/2019 6:26 PM

50 Horse riding 10/11/2019 5:57 PM

51 Walking the dog 10/11/2019 5:20 PM

52 Inline skating, juggling, slackline, swimming 10/11/2019 12:10 PM

53 Dog walking 10/10/2019 6:14 PM

54 Walk the dogs 10/10/2019 12:32 PM

55 Exercise- running 10/10/2019 10:05 AM

56 Dog walk 10/10/2019 6:05 AM

57 dog walking 10/9/2019 7:47 PM

58 Dog walking 10/9/2019 5:40 PM

59 taking a traffic free route (not necessarily a shortcut) 10/9/2019 5:11 PM

60 Work, photography 10/9/2019 4:38 PM

61 horse riding 10/9/2019 3:30 PM

62 Dog Walking 10/9/2019 3:09 PM

63 Geocaching 10/9/2019 2:34 PM

64 walk 10/9/2019 10:56 AM

65 Dog walking 10/9/2019 9:40 AM

66 Exercise 10/9/2019 9:08 AM

67 Dog walking 10/9/2019 7:45 AM

68 Horse riding 10/8/2019 10:01 PM

69 Dog walking. Sea swimming 10/8/2019 9:53 PM

70 walking with dog 10/8/2019 9:30 PM

71 Exercise 10/8/2019 8:50 PM

72 dog walking 10/8/2019 8:13 PM

73 Exercise 10/8/2019 7:01 PM

74 Horse riding 10/8/2019 6:36 PM

75 Dog walking 10/8/2019 6:19 PM

76 Dog walking 10/8/2019 4:00 PM

77 walking my dogs 10/8/2019 3:54 PM

78 Beach hut 10/8/2019 12:27 PM

79 Walking exercise 10/8/2019 8:53 AM

80 Walking the dog 10/8/2019 8:20 AM

81 Walking 10/8/2019 8:03 AM

82 Gardening on Allotments 10/8/2019 7:48 AM
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83 Rollerblading 10/8/2019 7:10 AM

84 Gardening in Bohemia Walled Garden 10/8/2019 6:26 AM

85 Horse riding 10/8/2019 5:32 AM

86 Running 10/8/2019 4:45 AM

87 Dog Walking 10/7/2019 11:33 PM

88 Running 10/7/2019 10:05 PM

89 Horse riding 10/7/2019 9:59 PM

90 Walk dogs 10/7/2019 9:59 PM

91 Dog walking 10/7/2019 9:57 PM

92 Parkrun 10/7/2019 9:47 PM

93 Star gazing 10/7/2019 9:11 PM

94 Dog walking 10/7/2019 9:03 PM

95 Exercise 10/7/2019 9:03 PM

96 Dog walking 10/7/2019 8:52 PM

97 Horse riding 10/7/2019 8:51 PM

98 Dog walking 10/7/2019 8:31 PM

99 Dog walking and horse riding 10/7/2019 8:30 PM

100 Dog walking 10/7/2019 8:28 PM

101 Dog walking 10/7/2019 8:02 PM

102 Walking as exercise 10/7/2019 7:55 PM

103 Dog walking 10/7/2019 7:43 PM

104 Dog walking 10/7/2019 7:34 PM

105 Horse riding 10/7/2019 7:29 PM

106 Dog walking 10/7/2019 7:20 PM

107 Horse riding 10/7/2019 7:11 PM

108 Dog walking 10/7/2019 6:55 PM

109 Walking 10/7/2019 6:32 PM

110 horse riding 10/7/2019 6:32 PM

111 Dog walking and horse riding 10/7/2019 6:25 PM

112 Dog walking 10/7/2019 6:19 PM

113 Walking for fitness 10/7/2019 5:39 PM

114 Horse riding 10/7/2019 5:38 PM

115 Walking / Hiking 10/7/2019 5:22 PM

116 Dog walking 10/7/2019 5:20 PM

117 Dog walk 10/7/2019 5:14 PM

118 Walking 10/7/2019 4:59 PM

119 Dog walking and using the cafe 10/7/2019 4:53 PM

120 Cannot use my usual short cut as path through Saxon wetlands is too overgrown for scooter 10/7/2019 4:53 PM

121 walking the dog 10/7/2019 4:32 PM

122 Cycling, taking exercise 10/7/2019 4:27 PM

123 Play park 10/7/2019 4:21 PM
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124 Walk to work 10/7/2019 4:17 PM

125 Playing 10/7/2019 4:06 PM

126 Kids play 10/7/2019 3:54 PM

127 Dog walking 10/7/2019 3:50 PM

128 Walking the dog 10/7/2019 3:44 PM

129 Exercise 10/7/2019 3:31 PM

130 Exercise 10/7/2019 3:28 PM

131 exercise 10/7/2019 3:05 PM

132 Photography 10/7/2019 2:54 PM

133 Dog walking 10/7/2019 2:46 PM

134 Walking the dog 10/7/2019 2:32 PM

135 With friend in her wheelchair 10/7/2019 1:47 PM

136 Walk dog 10/7/2019 1:30 PM

137 Dog walking 10/7/2019 12:44 PM

138 Walking for exercise 10/7/2019 12:44 PM

139 Dog walk 10/7/2019 12:18 PM

140 Dog walking 10/6/2019 8:43 PM

141 Dog exercise 10/4/2019 7:41 AM

142 running 10/3/2019 11:59 AM

143 Walk dogs 10/3/2019 11:48 AM

144 WALKING THE DOG 10/3/2019 11:41 AM

145 dog walking 10/3/2019 11:35 AM

146 Exercising 10/2/2019 11:27 AM

147 Walk the dog 10/2/2019 8:21 AM

148 exercise 10/1/2019 2:22 PM

149 Children get to use Scooters and Bikes 10/1/2019 12:29 PM

150 Dog walking 10/1/2019 8:40 AM

151 Dog walking 9/30/2019 6:28 PM

152 jogging and watersports 9/30/2019 4:57 PM

153 Walking Exercise 9/30/2019 4:23 PM

154 Walking my dog 9/30/2019 2:20 PM

155 Dog walking 9/30/2019 1:38 PM

156 Exercising 9/30/2019 1:12 PM

157 Walk the dog 9/30/2019 12:00 PM

158 Wail the dog 9/30/2019 11:35 AM
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8.20% 36

15.49% 68

40.32% 177

48.06% 211

18.68% 82

75.85% 333

6.15% 27

Q13 What sort of play and active recreation do you participate in within
the town's parks and green spaces?

Answered: 439 Skipped: 106

Organised
sport/team...

Informal
sports

To use
children's p...

Dog walking 

Running 

Walking 

Outdoor
fitness classes

Cycling 

Using outdoor
or 'Green Gy...

Other
organised...

I do not
participate ...

Other (please
state)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Organised sport/team sports 

Informal sports 

To use children's play equipment 

Dog walking 

Running 

Walking 

Outdoor fitness classes
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26.42% 116

4.33% 19

2.96% 13

3.87% 17

7.74% 34

Total Respondents: 439

# OTHER (PLEASE STATE) DATE

1 Swimming 10/23/2019 7:13 PM

2 Bird Watching 10/21/2019 8:05 PM

3 Horse riding 10/14/2019 7:29 PM

4 Horse riding 10/12/2019 4:35 PM

5 Horse riding 10/11/2019 9:38 PM

6 Horse riding 10/11/2019 8:12 PM

7 Horse riding 10/11/2019 5:57 PM

8 Once tried to slackline but the park staff just got arsy, no designated posts or trees 10/11/2019 12:10 PM

9 Horse riding 10/10/2019 8:30 PM

10 horse rinding 10/9/2019 7:47 PM

11 Photography, Horse riding 10/9/2019 4:38 PM

12 Horse riding 10/9/2019 3:55 PM

13 horse riding 10/9/2019 3:30 PM

14 Horse riding 10/9/2019 3:16 PM

15 Horse riding 10/8/2019 6:36 PM

16 Football,cricket table tennis,golf. 10/8/2019 12:27 PM

17 Gardening 10/8/2019 7:48 AM

18 Rollerblading 10/8/2019 7:10 AM

19 Horse riding 10/8/2019 5:32 AM

20 Horse riding 10/7/2019 9:59 PM

21 Horse riding 10/7/2019 8:51 PM

22 Horse riding (Crowhurst) 10/7/2019 8:30 PM

23 This is rather confusing. I use the country park to walk my dog. I don't use any other green space
in hastings

10/7/2019 7:43 PM

24 Horse riding 10/7/2019 7:29 PM

25 Horse riding 10/7/2019 7:11 PM

26 Horse riding 10/7/2019 6:52 PM

27 Horse riding 10/7/2019 6:46 PM

28 horse riding 10/7/2019 6:32 PM

29 Horse riding 10/7/2019 6:25 PM

30 Horse riding where allowed 10/7/2019 5:38 PM

31 Sunbathing 10/7/2019 3:45 PM

32 Swimming in the sea 10/7/2019 1:47 PM

Cycling 

Using outdoor or 'Green Gym' equipment (such as static exercise bikes, rowing machines, pull-up bar)

Other organised exercise

I do not participate in active recreation or play within the borough's open spaces

Other (please state)
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33 I walk around Crowhurst 10/7/2019 11:50 AM

34 Park Run 9/30/2019 12:21 PM
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Q14 Thinking about the Hastings  green spaces you use, please tell us
about the following

Answered: 434 Skipped: 111

Please select from the below

3.29%
14

17.65%
75

16.47%
70

15.53%
66

7.76%
33

39.29%
167

 
425

2.43%
10

11.44%
47

14.36%
59

19.95%
82

7.54%
31

44.28%
182

 
411

6.50%
28

39.68%
171

25.52%
110

18.56%
80

5.80%
25

3.94%
17

 
431

3.52%
15

20.42%
87

21.60%
92

28.40%
121

20.19%
86

5.87%
25

 
426

Please select from the below

Very good Good Neither good nor poor Poor Very poor

Don’t know

Public
transport to...

Cycle parking

Seating /
benches /...

Toilets

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 VERY
GOOD

GOOD NEITHER GOOD NOR
POOR

POOR VERY
POOR

DON’T
KNOW

TOTAL

Public transport to green
spaces

Cycle parking

Seating / benches / tables

Toilets
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Q15 Please tell us what you think of the following at the seafront/beach
within Hastings.
Answered: 432 Skipped: 113

Please select from the below

12.74%
54

34.67%
147

12.03%
51

8.49%
36

4.72%
20

27.36%
116

 
424

3.16%
13

14.81%
61

18.20%
75

17.23%
71

3.88%
16

42.72%
176

 
412

10.09%
43

46.48%
198

21.13%
90

14.32%
61

4.46%
19

3.52%
15

 
426

5.46%
23

23.75%
100

19.95%
84

28.50%
120

17.81%
75

4.51%
19

 
421

Please select from the below

Very good Good Neither good nor poor Poor Very poor

Don’t know

Public
transport to...

Cycle parking

Seating /
benches /...

Toilets

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 VERY
GOOD

GOOD NEITHER GOOD NOR
POOR

POOR VERY
POOR

DON’T
KNOW

TOTAL

Public transport to
seafront/beach

Cycle parking

Seating / benches / tables

Toilets
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Q16 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about parks
and green space in Hastings ?

Answered: 413 Skipped: 132

Please select from the below 

22.38%
92

52.31%
215

10.95%
45

10.46%
43

3.65%
15

0.24%
1

 
411

9.98%
41

51.34%
211

16.06%
66

16.55%
68

5.84%
24

0.24%
1

 
411

15.20%
62

53.68%
219

17.40%
71

10.29%
42

3.19%
13

0.25%
1

 
408

11.95%
49

33.66%
138

17.32%
71

25.12%
103

11.46%
47

0.49%
2

 
410

3.96%
16

36.63%
148

11.39%
46

12.62%
51

6.44%
26

28.96%
117

 
404

Please select from the below 

Strongly agree Tend to agree Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Don’t know

Hastings has a
good amount ...

Green spaces
are clean an...

I feel safe
visiting gre...

My nearest
green space ...

Children’s
play equipme...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 STRONGLY
AGREE

TEND
TO
AGREE

NEITHER AGREE
NOR DISAGREE

TEND TO
DISAGREE

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

DON’T
KNOW

TOTAL

Hastings has a good amount of
green space.

Green spaces are clean and well-
maintained.

I feel safe visiting green spaces.

My nearest green space has all the
facilities I would expect.

Children’s play equipment is
generally good quality and in good
condition.
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Q17 Do you agree or disagree that Hastings needs more…?
Answered: 411 Skipped: 134

(no label)

31.60%
128

31.36%
127

20.25%
82

14.32%
58

1.23%
5

1.23%
5 405

25.31%
102

34.99%
141

24.81%
100

11.66%
47

1.24%
5

1.99%
8 403

35.66%
143

36.66%
147

16.96%
68

9.23%
37

1.00%
4

0.50%
2 401

26.22%
102

28.28%
110

20.82%
81

8.23%
32

1.80%
7

14.65%
57 389

31.90%
126

37.97%
150

19.75%
78

5.32%
21

0.51%
2

4.56%
18 395

25.00%
101

33.42%
135

19.06%
77

10.89%
44

3.47%
14

8.17%
33 404

25.32%
100

33.42%
132

23.04%
91

7.09%
28

1.27%
5

9.87%
39 395

(no label)

Strongly agree Tend to agree Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Don’t know

Parks and
gardens (for...

Informal
recreation...

Natural or
semi-natural...

Equipped play
areas

Areas for
'natural' or...

Young people's
facilities...

Allotments and
Community...

Recreation
grounds and...

Green ways
such as cycl...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

STRONGLY
AGREE

TEND
TO
AGREE

NEITHER
AGREE NOR
DISAGREE

TEND TO
DISAGREE

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

DON’T
KNOW

TOTAL

Parks and gardens (formal green
space with a range of facilities, like
Alexandra Park)

Informal recreation space (areas of
mown grass)

Natural or semi-natural green spaces
(woodland, wetlands)

Equipped play areas

Areas for 'natural' or informal play
within green spaces

Young people's facilities (e.g. skate
parks, bmx tracks etc.)

Allotments and Community Gardens
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22.39%
90

35.57%
143

25.12%
101

7.71%
31

2.49%
10

6.72%
27

 
402

45.70%
186

33.66%
137

10.07%
41

6.14%
25

1.97%
8

2.46%
10

 
407

Recreation grounds and outdoor sports
facilities 

Green ways such as cycle paths and
footpaths
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16.26% 67

83.74% 345

Q18 Are you volunteering now or are you involved in community activities
in any of the town’s green spaces?

Answered: 412 Skipped: 133

TOTAL 412

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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28.45% 97

12.32% 42

30.21% 103

29.03% 99

Q19 If no, which of the following statements most applies to you?
Answered: 341 Skipped: 204

TOTAL 341

I am
interested i...

I am
interested i...

I am not
interested i...

None of the
above.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I am interested in volunteering in green spaces in Hastings but I do not have the time.

I am interested in volunteering in green spaces in Hastings but I feel there are not enough opportunities given to take part.

I am not interested in volunteering or community activities within green spaces.

None of the above.
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35.48% 22

27.42% 17

41.94% 26

17.74% 11

6.45% 4

14.52% 9

Q20 If yes, please tick the types of volunteering and community activities
are you involved in?

Answered: 62 Skipped: 483

Total Respondents: 62

# OTHER (PLEASE STATE) DATE

1 I co-run a community interest company that will be looking to run forest and beach school sessions
in the future.

10/23/2019 5:38 PM

2 Volunteer at Beach Clean 10/21/2019 6:54 PM

3 In the pat volunteered with TCV Health Wlaks 10/20/2019 6:49 PM

4 I am a member of ESLAF 10/17/2019 5:46 PM

5 Riding for Disabled RDA Fairlight Hall 10/13/2019 5:32 PM

6 I organise walks of historic interest which happen to go through open spaces. 10/12/2019 3:59 PM

7 NT volunteer 10/10/2019 6:18 PM

8 Look after local area battle 10/9/2019 5:41 PM

I am a member
of a park or...

I participate
in practical...

I volunteer at
community...

I am involved
with...

I am a member
of an...

I volunteer at
a community...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I am a member of a park or green space friends group.

I participate in practical volunteer sessions within one or more parks and green spaces in Hastings.

I volunteer at community events and activities within one or more green spaces in Hastings.

I am involved with fundraising for a green space within Hastings.

I am a member of an allotments committee or similar.

I volunteer at a community garden, pocket park or food growing project within Hastings.
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9 Volunteer outside of Hastings in a nature reserve 10/9/2019 11:32 AM

10 Beach cleaning, alleyway cleaning independently 10/8/2019 4:04 PM

11 Red Cross mobility 10/8/2019 12:30 PM

12 Involved with Hastings Greenway 10/8/2019 9:09 AM

13 I pick litter all the time 10/8/2019 7:54 AM

14 Litter Pick 10/8/2019 7:35 AM

15 I garden a plot a Bohemia Walled Garden 10/8/2019 6:30 AM

16 I am a member of Hastings Greenway group 10/7/2019 6:11 PM

17 I take part in MCS and other organised beach cleans. 10/7/2019 4:14 PM

18 Hailsham 10/7/2019 1:49 PM

19 I have been a member of a volunteer group and participated in practical works 10/3/2019 12:37 PM

20 Involved in woodcraft folk group for kids 9/30/2019 6:31 PM

43 / 61

Hastings Open Space and Play Space Audit



65.58% 261

56.78% 226

24.37% 97

30.15% 120

38.69% 154

9.05% 36

Q21 What sort of volunteering opportunities and community activities
would you like to see offered within the town's green spaces in the future?

Answered: 398 Skipped: 147

Total Respondents: 398  

# OTHER (PLEASE STATE) DATE

1 Keeping the beach and park clean, group litter picking activity every Saturday followed by some
form of social event

10/27/2019 10:01 AM

2 Volunteering groups for Alzheimers 10/24/2019 8:11 AM

3 I clear litter and weeds at Seaside Road and the car park. I oppose very strongly that this will be
turned into 152 flats as it will destroy the wold, green space and make car parking utterly
impossible... so killing off the local community spirit

10/23/2019 8:10 PM

4 All of above as each will be popular with some residents regardless of my preferences and that
can only be a good thing

10/23/2019 5:31 PM

5 Litter picking and Maintenance 10/21/2019 8:08 PM

6 Facilities for limited mobility participants 10/21/2019 4:23 PM

Practical
volunteering...

Community food
growing

Helping with
fundraising...

Further
support for ...

Helping with
community...

None 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Practical volunteering opportunities relating to wildlife conservation

Community food growing

Helping with fundraising activities

Further support for the development of friends groups

Helping with community events

None 
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7 clean up events at times suited for workers and those with kids 10/14/2019 8:52 PM

8 HBC to stop trying to build housing on our open spaces and public parks and gardens 10/12/2019 3:59 PM

9 Help keep bridle ways clear and safe 10/11/2019 5:59 PM

10 opportunities for practical contributions to Greenway development 10/10/2019 10:18 AM

11 Maintainence of Bridle Paths 10/9/2019 4:44 PM

12 More Green Paths to allow horse use; would help maintain these if allowed 10/9/2019 3:33 PM

13 Climbing facilities 10/9/2019 11:32 AM

14 Play 10/8/2019 5:21 PM

15 Experienced/retired gardeners/nursery (plant) people to share their expertise with younger people
- as a way into training professionally and finding employment and usefully occupying teens during
school/college breaks and being extra hands for labour intensive processes.

10/8/2019 3:11 PM

16 Litter Picking 10/7/2019 11:36 PM

17 Up keep of bridle ways 10/7/2019 8:54 PM

18 Facikit for horse riders such as box parks 10/7/2019 6:28 PM

19 Educational conservation programme for young adults 10/7/2019 6:26 PM

20 Child focused or Forest school groups encouraging young people and families to be close to nature
and aid conservation, clean the beaches and educate

10/7/2019 4:27 PM

21 Adult exercise equipment 10/7/2019 3:48 PM

22 I am 61, I work and have no spare time 10/7/2019 3:31 PM

23 All awesome thanks so much xxx 10/7/2019 1:49 PM

24 I do not know Hastings very well at all so really cannot comment 10/7/2019 11:53 AM

25 Litter picking 10/5/2019 6:18 PM

26 I would like volunteering to be encouraged and designed into parks/open spaces 9/30/2019 12:24 PM
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20.71% 82

76.52% 303

2.02% 8

0.76% 3

Q22 Which of the following options best describes how you think of your
gender identity?
Answered: 396 Skipped: 149

TOTAL 396

# IN ANOTHER WAY (PLEASE TELL US) DATE

1 man... 10/22/2019 4:23 PM

2 I think the whole gender issue has got totally out of hand. 10/12/2019 4:40 PM

3 As you are daft enough to ask - it's a continuum and alters with age and stage of life. Labels are
not useful.

10/8/2019 3:13 PM

Male 

Female

Prefer not to
say

In another way
(please tell...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Male 

Female

Prefer not to say

In another way (please tell us)
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0.25% 1

1.52% 6

10.61% 42

22.98% 91

25.76% 102

22.98% 91

11.62% 46

2.53% 10

1.77% 7

Q23 What age are you?
Answered: 396 Skipped: 149

TOTAL 396

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75 and over 

Prefer not to
say

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75 and over 

Prefer not to say
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Q24 What is your ethnic group? Please select one option that best
describes your ethnic group or background

Answered: 396 Skipped: 149
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English /
Welsh /...

Irish

Central or
Eastern...

Any other
White...

White and
Black Caribbean

White and
Black African

Any other
Black / Afri...

White and Asian

Any other
Mixed /...

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

Any other
Asian...

African

Caribbean

Arab

Other ethnic
group

Prefer not to
say

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
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88.13% 349

1.26% 5

0.51% 2

3.28% 13

0.25% 1

0.25% 1

0.00% 0

0.51% 2

0.25% 1

0.25% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.51% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.25% 1

4.55% 18

TOTAL 396

English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British

Irish

Central or Eastern European

Any other White background

White and Black Caribbean

White and Black African

Any other Black / African / Caribbean background

White and Asian

Any other Mixed / multiple ethnic backgrounds

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

Any other Asian background

African

Caribbean

Arab

Other ethnic group

Prefer not to say
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4.81% 19

15.19% 60

80.00% 316

Q25 Are your day-to-day activities limited because of a health problem or
disability which has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12 months?
(Please include any problems related to old age) Please select one

answer only
Answered: 395 Skipped: 150

TOTAL 395

Yes, limited a
lot

Yes, limited a
little

No 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes, limited a lot

Yes, limited a little

No 
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361 tn343nx 10/3/2019 12:06 PM

362 TN35 5AL 10/3/2019 12:02 PM

363 TN37 6QX 10/3/2019 12:01 PM

364 TN343TF 10/3/2019 11:51 AM

365 tn34 10/3/2019 11:49 AM

366 tn376hn 10/3/2019 11:41 AM

367 tn37 7tt 10/3/2019 11:37 AM

368 TN34 10/3/2019 8:56 AM

369 TN35 5AU 10/2/2019 11:29 AM

370 TN34 2PN 10/2/2019 8:26 AM

371 Tn34 10/2/2019 8:11 AM

372 TN34 2QR 10/2/2019 7:43 AM

373 TN34 10/1/2019 6:55 PM

374 TN34 3NY 10/1/2019 2:27 PM

375 TN37 7PQ 10/1/2019 12:32 PM

376 tn38 9qj 10/1/2019 12:04 PM

377 TN389SZ 10/1/2019 10:53 AM

378 TN38 10/1/2019 8:46 AM

379 Tne77de 10/1/2019 12:08 AM

380 TN355AL 9/30/2019 9:06 PM

381 TN341DG 9/30/2019 6:45 PM

382 TN 37 6RT 9/30/2019 6:32 PM

383 TN37 9/30/2019 5:03 PM

384 TN380LJ 9/30/2019 4:26 PM

385 Tn37 9/30/2019 4:12 PM

386 TN35 9/30/2019 4:04 PM

387 TN34 3PD 9/30/2019 3:45 PM

388 TN38 9/30/2019 2:23 PM

389 TN35 9/30/2019 1:40 PM

390 Tn341tj 9/30/2019 1:16 PM

391 TN34 1TU 9/30/2019 12:25 PM

392 Tn37 9/30/2019 12:03 PM

393 Tn34 9/30/2019 11:39 AM

394 Tn34 9/30/2019 11:38 AM

395 TN34 9/30/2019 10:53 AM

396 TN34 9/30/2019 10:50 AM

397 TN342DT 9/30/2019 10:46 AM
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Hastings  
Informal Open Space & Play Space Audit 
Site audit form quality scoring guidance 

Audit question Score Quality/Condition Scoring Criteria 

1. Welcoming place 

To what extent are the entrances well 
presented? 

5 Easy to find, with a welcome/advisory sign, appropriate size, clear, clean, tidy, 
well maintained and inviting 

3 Obvious, open inviting and clean 

1 Apparent as an entrance 

   

To what extent are the boundaries 
well defined and maintained? 

5 All clearly defined and well maintained 

3 All clearly defined – maintenance ‘patchy’ 

1 All clearly defined – maintenance needed 

   

Overall quality of access and accesses 
within open space? 

5 Suitable materials, level for safe use, edges well defined, surfaces clean and 
debris and weed free, good disabled access throughout 

3 Suitable materials, level for safe use, some disabled access 

1 Road/paths in correct place, but in need of obvious repair, disabled access poor 
and very restricted 

Overall quality of access and accesses 
to open space? 

5 
Good public transport links which are suitably located, provision for pedestrians 
to cross busy trafficked roads, cycle parking within or adjacent to site and 
disabled parking adjacent to site. 

3 
May have some public transport links but these may not be suitably located.  
Provision for pedestrians to cross busy trafficked roads, may have cycle parking 
and/ or disabled parking within or adjacent to site   

1 No public transport links, provision for pedestrians to cross busy trafficked roads, 
cycle parking or disabled parking. 

   

Overall quality of signage provision? 

5 Information available for locals and visitors (could be on boards or leaflet form) 
in some detail 

3 Limited information about the park made available 

1 No information about the park made available 

   

2. Health, safety and secure 

Condition of play equipment? 

5 
High quality play equipment which is fit for purpose with paint work/woodwork in 
good physical condition, and suitable safety surface, good play appeal, attractive 
to existing and potential users. 

3 
Generally fit for purpose but some evidence of vandalism or signs of rust on 
paintwork or damage to woodwork.  Small areas of damage to safety surface.  
Average play appeal which may not be attractive to all potential users. 

1 
Obvious damage to equipment through vandalism or lack of maintenance, 
surfacing not adequate for safety and/or showing major signs of disrepair. Very 
limited play appeal, not very attractive to users. 

   

Condition of other play provision? 

5 Other facilities are fit for purpose, in good physical condition, good play appeal, 
attractive to existing and potential users. 

3 
Generally fit for purpose but some evidence of vandalism or deteriorating 
physical condition. Average play appeal which may not be attractive to all 
potential users. 

1 

Obvious damage to equipment/facilities through vandalism or lack of 
maintenance, showing major signs of disrepair. Very limited play appeal, not 
very attractive to users. 
 



Audit question Score Quality/Condition Scoring Criteria 

   

Toilets 

5 Provided within or adjacent to the park, easy to access, signed and well 
maintained 

3 Provided within or adjacent to the park, difficult to find, maintenance/condition is 
good/average 

1 Provided within the park or adjacent to it, but in very poor condition and 
generally avoided by park users.  Temporary toilet provision for events only 

   

Cafe 

5 Building in good condition, clean and inviting.  Accessible toilets provided.  

3 Building in fair condition, clean and inviting. Toilets provided. 

1 Building in poor condition, clean and inviting.  No toilets provided. 

   

Bins 

5 Numerous and in good condition 

3 Adequate number in good/average condition 

1 Insufficient number in poor condition 

   

Seats 

5 Numerous for the size of the site and in good condition 

3 Adequate number in good/average condition 

1 Insufficient seats in poor condition 

   

Life belts 

5 Lifebelts easily identifiable and located in an appropriate location.  Lifebelts clean 
and appear to be in good working order with no signs of vandalism. 

3 Lifebelts easily identifiable and located in an appropriate location.  Lifebelts 
appear to be in good working order with no signs of vandalism. 

1 Lifebelts not easily identifiable or located in an appropriate location.  Lifebelts 
appear not to be in good working order and/ or signs of vandalism.  

   

Cycle parking 

5 Located appropriately with good natural surveillance.  Fit for purpose and in good 
physical condition. 

3 Located appropriately but limited surveillance, fit for purpose and in fair physical 
condition. 

1 Poorly located with no natural surveillance. Not fit for purpose and in poor 
condition. 

   

Other basic amenities 

5 Other facilities/provision is fit for purpose and in good physical condition. 

3 Generally fit for purpose but some evidence of vandalism or deteriorating 
physical condition. 

1 Obvious damage to facilities through vandalism or lack of maintenance, showing 
major signs of disrepair. 

   

Grass pitches 

5 
Full grass coverage (over 85%) with appropriate length grass.  Even, flat surface 
which is well drained and in excellent condition.  Where permanent painted 
markings exist, these are clear. 

3 
Grass cover thin in places (60-84%). Some damage to surface and evidence of 
litter/ debris, unofficial use, permanent markings fading.  Some signs of ponding 
on the surface due to problems with drainage.  

1 

Grass cover less than 60%, inappropriate length of grass.  Pitch surface uneven, 
severely sloping showing major signs of disrepair (e.g. worn areas, potholes), 
potential health and safety concern. Level of litter/ debris, dog fouling, unofficial 
use poses major issue.  Any permanent markings are very faint.  Significant 
puddling or other evidence of poor drainage. 

   

Artificial pitches (e.g. astro turf) 5 

Good surface coverage (over 85%) with appropriate length.  Even, flat surface 
which is well drained and in excellent condition.  Where permanent painted 
markings exist, these are clear. No sign of moss/ lichens.  Access for disabled 
players. 



Audit question Score Quality/Condition Scoring Criteria 

3 
Surface thin in places (60-84%). Some damage to surface and evidence of litter/ 
debris, unofficial use, permanent markings fading.  Some signs of ponding on the 
surface due to problems with drainage.  

1 

Surface material less than 60% and inappropriate length.  Pitch surface uneven, 
severely sloping showing major signs of disrepair (e.g. worn areas, potholes), 
potential health and safety concern. Level of litter/ debris, dog fouling, unofficial 
use poses major issue.  Any permanent markings are very faint.  Significant 
puddling or other evidence of poor drainage. Signs of moss/ lichens.  No access 
for disabled players. 

Tennis courts 

5 
Even, flat surface which is well drained and in excellent condition. Permanent 
painted markings are clear. Nets and surrounding fencing in good condition.  No 
sign of moss/ lichens.  Access for disabled players. 

3 

Some damage to the surface and evidence of litter/ debris, unofficial use, 
permanent markings fading.  Some sign of ponding on the surface due to 
problems with drainage.  Nets and surrounding fencing in fair condition.  Possibly 
signs of some moss/ lichens.  Access for disabled players. 

1 

Court surface is uneven, severely sloping showing major signs of disrepair (e.g. 
worn areas, potholes), potential health and safety concern. Level of litter/ debris, 
dog fouling, unofficial use poses major issue.  Any permanent markings are very 
faint.  Nets and fencing, if present, are in a poor condition.  Significant puddling 
or other evidence of poor drainage. Signs of moss/ lichens.  No access for 
disabled players. 

Walking/Jogging & measured walking 
routes 

5 Path surface for all users, even and flat. Adequate maintenance with little or no 
weed growth or moss. Edges well defined.  

3 Path surface safe and suitable for most users, even and flat. Path edges well 
defined. Path surface may need some minor repairs or maintenance. 

1 Path in poor condition, limiting access for all. Edges poorly defined and surface in 
need of repair. Signs of moss/lichens/weed growth and poor maintenance.  

Other 

5 Other facilities/provision is fit for purpose and in good physical condition. 

3 Generally fit for purpose but some evidence of vandalism or deteriorating 
physical condition. 

1 Obvious damage to facilities through vandalism or lack of maintenance, showing 
major signs of disrepair. 

Provision for informal recreation 

3 Open space offers a broad range of opportunities to support informal recreation 
e.g. footpaths, seating, areas for quiet contemplation etc.

2 Open space offers some opportunities for informal recreation 

1 Open space offers limited opportunities for informal recreation 

3. Clean and well maintained

Overall level of cleanliness 

5 No evidence of litter, dog fouling or graffiti or vandalism 

3 Predominately free of litter 

1 Wide spread distribution of litter 

Overall condition/quality of planted 
areas (trees, shrubs, floral areas etc) 

5 Numerous planting, with appropriate mix of plants, installed and maintained to a 
high standard 

3 Limited range of plants, maintenance acceptable 

1 Limited planting with limited maintenance 

Overall condition/quality of grass 
areas 

5 Full grass cover throughout, dense sward, good colour and cleanly cut 

3 
Full grass cover throughout main area but some ‘thin’ patches evident; some 
bald areas discreet; grass cut frequently but length excessive between cuts, cut 
quality good (no tearing) 



Audit question Score Quality/Condition Scoring Criteria 

1 General grass cover poor, wear has led to patchy and poor cover with little or no 
serious attempts to correct the problem, clippings obvious and cut quality poor 

Overall condition/ quality of footpaths 

5 Fit for purpose, good condition with surface clean, intact and no evidence of 
disrepair.   

3 Generally fit for purpose, fair condition with surface clean, and largely intact and 
little evidence of disrepair.   

1 Obvious damage to surfacing or showing major signs of disrepair. 

Quality of water and associated edge 
treatment 

5 
Water appears clear, free of any surface weed, algae or leaf litter/ debris.  
Effective and visually appropriate edging to water feature. Evidence of water 
aeration/ circulation i.e. presence of pumps (if still water presence on site) 

3 
Water appears slightly murky with some evidence of surface weed growth or 
algae or silt build up. Edging to water features unattractive or showing signs of 
deterioration.  Little evidence of water aeration (if still water present on site). 

1 
Water very cloudy with significant encroachment by invasive weed growth or 
algal bloom or depth of water significantly affected by silt build up.  No evidence 
of aeration or circulation, water stagnant. 

Condition of buildings or built 
structures? 

5 
Fit for purpose, good condition (brickwork in good condition, roofing in sound 
condition, gutters clear and intact, painted surfaces clean/intact, windows clean 
and undamaged, no evidence of vandalism.) 

3 

Generally fit for purpose but some evidence of vandalism or deteriorating 
physical condition (brickwork or roofing showing evidence of 
damage/deterioration or paintwork/woodwork deteriorating or gutters not 
operating fully or windows dirty/minor cracks evident). 

1 

Obvious damage to buildings/structure through vandalism or lack of 
maintenance, showing major signs of disrepair (e.g. brickwork or roofing 
unsound or damaged paintwork, rotting woodwork, gutters blocked, broken 
glass.) 

Overall condition of allotment site 

5 
Over 75% of plots are operational, allotment site includes facilities for 
community use including green waste recycling, water points, footpaths and 
some raised beds.   Boundaries and entrances in good condition and welcoming. 

3 
Over 50% of plots are operational, allotment site contains some facilities 
including water points, footpaths.   Boundaries and entrances in good condition 
and welcoming. 

1 Less than 50% of plots are operational, allotment site contains few or no some 
facilities.   Boundaries and entrances in a poor condition and unwelcoming. 
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5: Torfield MUGA

6: Lower Cornwallis Allotments

7: Marina Allotments

8: Vale Road Allotments (Private)

9: Blackman Avenue

10: BOS Field Open Space

11: Brightling Avenue

12: Bristol Road

14: Chambers Cresc

15: Chanctonbury Drive

16: Duke Road Pocket Park

17: Fairfield Road

19: Fellows Road

21: Halton - West View

22: Halton Churchyard

23: Harbour Way

25: Highwater View

26: Ledsham Close

27: Lewis Road

28: Linton Crescent

30: Lynwood Close

31: Mendip Gardens

32: Merrimede Close

33: Ore Place

34: Ore Village Green

35: Park Ave

36: Rock Lane

37: Rye Road

40: Sheerwater Crescent

41: St Mary's churchyard

42: The Woodlands

43: Tile Barn Road

44: Wishing Tree Close

45: Wishing Tree Road

46: Church in The Wood

47: Clive Vale United Reformed Church

48: Emmanuel Church

49: Hastings Cemetery

50: Park Road Methodist

51: St Anne

53: St Lukes United Reformed Church

54: St Thomas of Canterbury and English Martyrs

55: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

56: Combe Valley Countryside Park

58: Hare Way

59: Hastings Country Park 1

60: Hastings Country Park 2

61: Hastings Country Park 3

62: Marline Wood

63: Old Roar Gill & Coronation Wood

64: Park Crescent

65: South Saxons Local Wildlife Site

66: Speckled Wood

67: St Helen's Wood

68: Summerfields Wood

69: The Roundel

70: Tackleway

73: Church Wood Drive

74: Alexandra Park

75: Amherst Gardens

76: Bembrook Road Open Space

77: Cornwallis Gardens

78: Gensing Gardens

79: Grosvenor Gardens

80: Linton Gardens

82: Red Lake

83: Smith's Yard

84: St Leonards Gardens

85: St Matthews Gdns

86: Swan Inn Garden

87: Thomas Hol Bequest

88: Wellington Square 

89: Boyne Road playground

90: Carnoustie Close

91: Celandine Drive

92: Cookson Gardens

93: Darwell Close

94: Etchingham Drive

95: Farley Bank

96: Fleetwood Close

97: Flimwell Close

98: Halton - North Terrace

100: Harvest Way

101: Helmsman Rise

102: Heron Close

103: Honeysuckle Close

104: Kensington Close

105: Kent Road

107: Knowsley Court

108: Linley Drive

109: Mare Bay Close

110: Ore Valley Adventure Playground

111: Ore Valley Road

112: Oxford Road

114: Pelham Playground

115: Quantock Gardens

116: Redmayne Drive

117: Seafront Play trail/ Exercise Equipment

118: Seaside Road playground

119: Seven Acre Close

120: St John's Road Playground

121: Thomas Brassey Close

122: Watermill Drive

123: Waterside Close

124: Welton Rise 1

125: Welton Rise 2

126: Willingdon Avenue

128: Harley Shute Allotments

129: Bembrook Road and Collier Road Allotments

130: Lower Torfield Allotments

131: Fernbank Allotments

132: Lower Cliver Vale Allotments

133: Clive Vale Allotments

134: Paul's Field Allotments

135: Choice Allotments

136: Down's Road Allotments

137: Bos Field Allotments

138: Tivoli Allotments

139: Milward Road

140: Farley Bank

141: The Slides

143: Ochiltree Road

144: Former Ore Cemetary

145: Old Church Road

147: Blackman Ave

148: Edinburgh Road

149: Edinburgh Road

150: Four Courts

152: Linley Drive

155: Seafront Gnds West

157: Hastings Beach

159: All Saints Church

160: Christ Church (Hastings)

161: Christ Church (Ore)

165: Holy Redeemer

166: St Barnabas Church

167: St Clement's Church

168: St Ethelburgas

170: St Helens Church

171: St Johns

172: St Johns The Evangelist

173: St Mary Magdalene Church

174: St Matthews Church

175: St Peter and St Paul

176: St Peters Church

177: West Hill Road

180: Woods near West Hill

181: Barley Lane Open Space

182: Barley Lane

183: Former Lewis Allotment

185: Clive Vale 

186: Dog Kennel Wood

187: Ponds Wood

190: Upper Broomgrove

191: Wainwright Close (LWS)

194: Holmhurst St Mary

195: Hollington Valley Wildlife Site (LWS)

196: Church Wood & Robsack Wood 1

197: Sandhurst

198: White Rock Gardens

199: The Oval/ White Rock Sports Park

200: Warrior Square Gardens

202: West Hill

203: Pelham Playa MUGA

204: Watlington Way

205: Deepdene Gardens

206: Deepdene Gardens

207: Harbour Way / Stone Beach Rise

209: Church Wood & Robsack Wood 3

211: Church Wood & Robsack Wood 5

214: Land above the Cheviots

215: Land adjacent Queensway Link
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each open space and each play 
space in Hastings 

F.1 The following two tables contain the full set of quality
and value ratings of each audited open space and play space
in Hastings.
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Table F.1 Open space quality and value 

Typology and hierarchy ID Name 
Quality and 
Value Access 

Area 
(hectares) 

District Park and Garden 74 Alexandra Park ++ Freely accessible to public 41.08 

Local Park and Garden 73 Church Wood Drive ++ Freely accessible to public 3.40 

Local Park and Garden 78 Gensing Gardens ++ Freely accessible to public 2.36 

Local Park and Garden 80 Linton Gardens +- Freely accessible to public 2.43 

Local Park and Garden 199 
The Oval/ White Rock Sports 
Park -- Freely accessible to public 6.03 

Local Park and Garden 202 West Hill ++ Freely accessible to public 8.70 

Small Local Park and Garden 75 Amherst Gardens +- Freely accessible to public 1.10 

Small Local Park and Garden 77 Cornwallis Gardens +- Freely accessible to public 0.54 

Small Local Park and Garden 79 Grosvenor Gardens ++ Freely accessible to public 1.48 

Small Local Park and Garden 82 Red Lake ++ Freely accessible to public 0.36 

Small Local Park and Garden 83 Smith's Yard N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.08 

Small Local Park and Garden 84 St Leonards Gardens ++ Freely accessible to public 1.54 

Small Local Park and Garden 85 St Matthews Gdns N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.39 

Small Local Park and Garden 86 Swan Inn Garden +- Freely accessible to public 0.02 

Small Local Park and Garden 87 Thomas Hol Bequest +- Freely accessible to public 0.10 

Small Local Park and Garden 88 Wellington Square +- Freely accessible to public 0.32 

Small Local Park and Garden 198 White Rock Gardens ++ Freely accessible to public 1.56 

Small Local Park and Garden 200 Warrior Square Gardens ++ Freely accessible to public 1.95 
Regional Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 56 Combe Valley Countryside Park -+ Freely accessible to public 571.68 
Regional Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 59 Hastings Country Park 1 ++ Freely accessible to public 225.72 
District Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 62 Marline Wood -+ Freely accessible to public 40.33 
District Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 67 St Helen's Wood ++ Freely accessible to public 34.59 
District Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 196 

Church Wood & Robsack Wood 
1 ++ Freely accessible to public 27.64 

Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 60 Hastings Country Park 2 ++ Freely accessible to public 8.22 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 61 Hastings Country Park 3 ++ Freely accessible to public 4.26 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 63 

Old Roar Gill & Coronation 
Wood ++ Freely accessible to public 3.37 

Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 65 

South Saxons Local Wildlife 
Site ++ Freely accessible to public 3.88 

Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 66 Speckled Wood ++ Freely accessible to public 4.79 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 68 Summerfields Wood ++ Freely accessible to public 6.29 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 76 Bembrook Road Open Space ++ Freely accessible to public 5.09 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 177 West Hill Road -- Freely accessible to public 2.30 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 180 Woods near West Hill ++ Freely accessible to public 2.55 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 182 Barley Lane -+ Freely accessible to public 5.77 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 185 Clive Vale ++ Restricted access: other 4.27 
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Typology and hierarchy ID Name 
Quality and 
Value Access 

Area 
(hectares) 

Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 186 Dog Kennel Wood ++ Freely accessible to public 17.99 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 187 Ponds Wood ++ Freely accessible to public 16.75 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 190 Upper Broomgrove -+ Freely accessible to public 3.63 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 194 Holmhurst St Mary -- Freely accessible to public: 

de-facto access 6.48 
Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 195 

Hollington Valley Wildlife Site 
(LWS) -+ Freely accessible to public 7.41 

Local Natural and Semi Natural 
Green Space 209 

Church Wood & Robsack Wood 
3 -+ Freely accessible to public 4.04 

Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 58 Hare Way ++ Freely accessible to public 0.23 
Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 69 The Roundel ++ Freely accessible to public 0.79 
Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 181 Barley Lane Open Space +- Freely accessible to public 1.58 
Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 183 Former Lewis Allotment +- Freely accessible to public 1.78 
Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 191 Wainwright Close (LWS) ++ Freely accessible to public 0.50 
Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 211 

Church Wood & Robsack Wood 
5 ++ Freely accessible to public 1.49 

Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 214 Land above the Cheviots +- Freely accessible to public 1.02 
Small Local Natural and Semi 
Natural Green Space 215 Land adjacent Queensway Link -+ Freely accessible to public 1.53 

Amenity Green Space 9 Blackman Avenue ++ Freely accessible to public 0.12 

Amenity Green Space 10 BOS Field Open Space ++ Freely accessible to public 1.67 

Amenity Green Space 11 Brightling Avenue ++ Freely accessible to public 0.14 

Amenity Green Space 12 Bristol Road -- Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Amenity Green Space 14 Chambers Cresc +- Freely accessible to public 0.16 

Amenity Green Space 15 Chanctonbury Drive -+ Freely accessible to public 0.06 

Amenity Green Space 16 Duke Road Pocket Park ++ Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Amenity Green Space 17 Fairfield Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.05 

Amenity Green Space 19 Fellows Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.15 

Amenity Green Space 21 Halton - West View ++ Freely accessible to public 0.15 

Amenity Green Space 22 Halton Churchyard ++ Freely accessible to public 0.12 

Amenity Green Space 23 Harbour Way -- Freely accessible to public 0.11 

Amenity Green Space 25 Highwater View ++ Freely accessible to public 0.21 

Amenity Green Space 26 Ledsham Close -+ Freely accessible to public 0.13 

Amenity Green Space 27 Lewis Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.11 

Amenity Green Space 28 Linton Crescent ++ Freely accessible to public 0.13 

Amenity Green Space 30 Lynwood Close -+ Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Amenity Green Space 31 Mendip Gardens ++ Freely accessible to public 0.49 

Amenity Green Space 32 Merrimede Close ++ Freely accessible to public 0.39 

Amenity Green Space 33 Ore Place ++ Freely accessible to public 0.18 

Amenity Green Space 34 Ore Village Green ++ Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Amenity Green Space 35 Park Ave ++ Freely accessible to public 0.07 

Amenity Green Space 36 Rock Lane ++ Freely accessible to public 0.02 
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Typology and hierarchy ID Name 
Quality and 
Value Access 

Area 
(hectares) 

Amenity Green Space 37 Rye Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.29 

Amenity Green Space 40 Sheerwater Crescent +- Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Amenity Green Space 41 St Mary's churchyard ++ Freely accessible to public 0.03 

Amenity Green Space 42 The Woodlands ++ Freely accessible to public 0.12 

Amenity Green Space 43 Tile Barn Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.28 

Amenity Green Space 44 Wishing Tree Close +- Freely accessible to public 0.03 

Amenity Green Space 45 Wishing Tree Road +- Freely accessible to public 0.11 

Amenity Green Space 64 Park Crescent ++ Freely accessible to public 0.18 

Amenity Green Space 70 Tackleway ++ Freely accessible to public 2.06 

Amenity Green Space 139 Milward Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.21 

Amenity Green Space 140 Farley Bank ++ Freely accessible to public 0.23 

Amenity Green Space 141 The Slides +- Freely accessible to public 0.08 

Amenity Green Space 143 Ochiltree Road ++ Freely accessible to public 2.34 

Amenity Green Space 144 Former Ore Cemetery ++ Freely accessible to public 0.60 

Amenity Green Space 145 Old Church Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.50 

Amenity Green Space 147 Blackman Ave ++ Freely accessible to public 0.19 

Amenity Green Space 148 Edinburgh Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Amenity Green Space 149 Edinburgh Road ++ Freely accessible to public 0.55 

Amenity Green Space 150 Four Courts ++ Freely accessible to public 2.22 

Amenity Green Space 152 Linley Drive ++ Freely accessible to public 0.30 

Amenity Green Space 155 Seafront Gnds West ++ Freely accessible to public 0.54 

Amenity Green Space 197 Sandhurst ++ Freely accessible to public 4.52 

Amenity Green Space 207 
Harbour Way / Stone Beach 
Rise ++ Freely accessible to public 0.24 

Allotments 6 Lower Cornwallis Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 1.48 

Allotments 7 Marina Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 2.56 

Allotments 8 Vale Road Allotments (Private) N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 2.09 

Allotments 128 Harley Shute Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.11 

Allotments 129 
Bembrook Road and Collier 
Road Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 

tenants only 2.35 

Allotments 130 Lower Torfield Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 1.61 

Allotments 131 Fernbank Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.72 

Allotments 132 Lower Cliver Vale Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.14 

Allotments 133 Clive Vale Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.32 

Allotments 134 Paul's Field Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 1.75 

Allotments 135 Choice Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 2.11 

Allotments 136 Down's Road Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.26 

Allotments 137 Bos Field Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 1.31 

Allotments 138 Tivoli Allotments N/A Restricted access: members/ 
tenants only 0.33 
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Typology and hierarchy ID Name 
Quality and 
Value Access 

Area 
(hectares) 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 46 Church in The Wood ++ Freely accessible to public 1.13 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 47 
Clive Vale United Reformed 
Church -- Freely accessible to public 0.03 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 48 Emmanuel Church +- Freely accessible to public 0.04 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 49 Hastings Cemetery ++ Freely accessible to public: 
opening hours 27.89 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 50 Park Road Methodist -+ Freely accessible to public 0.02 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 51 St Anne -+ Freely accessible to public 0.02 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 53 
St Lukes United Reformed 
Church ++ Freely accessible to public 0.02 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 54 
St Thomas of Canterbury and 
English Martyrs -+ Freely accessible to public 0.07 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 55 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints ++ Freely accessible to public 0.21 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 159 All Saints Church ++ Freely accessible to public 0.39 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 160 Christ Church (Hastings) ++ Freely accessible to public 0.08 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 161 Christ Church (Ore) ++ Freely accessible to public 0.05 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 165 Holy Redeemer ++ Freely accessible to public 0.18 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 166 St Barnabas Church +- Freely accessible to public 0.08 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 167 St Clement's Church ++ Freely accessible to public 0.06 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 168 St Ethelburgas -- Freely accessible to public 0.10 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 170 St Helens Church -+ Freely accessible to public 0.08 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 171 St Johns ++ Freely accessible to public 0.15 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 172 St Johns The Evangelist ++ Freely accessible to public 0.13 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 173 St Mary Magdalene Church -- Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 174 St Matthews Church ++ Freely accessible to public 0.07 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 175 St Peter and St Paul -- Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 176 St Peters Church -+ Freely accessible to public 0.09 

Beach and Seafront Promenade 157 Hastings Beach N/A Freely accessible to public 19.43 

Table F.2 Provision for children and teenagers quality and value 

Primary Typology ID Play ID Name 
Play 
Hierarchy 

Quality and 
Value 

Park and Garden 73 73C Church Wood Drive 
Neighbourhoo
d +- 

Park and Garden 73 73D Church Wood Drive 
Neighbourhoo
d +- 

Park and Garden 74 74B Alexandra Park 
Neighbourhoo
d ++ 

Park and Garden 74 74C Alexandra Park 
Neighbourhoo
d ++ 

Park and Garden 78 78A Gensing Gardens 
Neighbourhoo
d +- 

Park and Garden 82 82B Red Lake 
Neighbourhoo
d +- 

Park and Garden 202 202A West Hill 
Neighbourhoo
d ++ 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 56 56A Combe Valley Countryside Park Local ++ 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 58 58A Hare Way Local -- 
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Primary Typology ID Play ID Name 
Play 
Hierarchy 

Quality and 
Value 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 76 76B Bembrook Road Open Space Local +- 

Natural and Semi Natural Green 
Space 76 76C Bembrook Road Open Space Local -- 

Amenity Green Space 9 9A Blackman Avenue Local ++ 

Amenity Green Space 10 10A BOS Field Open Space Local ++ 

Amenity Green Space 11 11A Brightling Avenue 
Neighbourhoo
d -+ 

Amenity Green Space 17 17A Fairfield Road Doorstep -- 

Amenity Green Space 21 21A Halton - West View Local ++ 

Amenity Green Space 25 25A Highwater View Local ++ 

Amenity Green Space 31 31A Mendip Gardens Doorstep -+ 

Amenity Green Space 31 31B Mendip Gardens 
Neighbourhoo
d -- 

Amenity Green Space 32 32A Merrimede Close Local +- 

Amenity Green Space 149 149A Edinburgh Road Local -- 

Amenity Green Space 155 155A Seafront Gnds West Local +- 

Amenity Green Space 155 155B Seafront Gnds West Local -- 

Amenity Green Space 207 207A Harbour Way / Stone Beach Rise Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 89 89A Boyne Road playground Local ++ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 90 90A Carnoustie Close Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 91 91A Celandine Drive Local ++ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 92 92A Cookson Gardens Local -+ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 93 93A Darwell Close Local ++ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 94 94A Etchingham Drive Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 95 95A Farley Bank Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 96 96A Fleetwood Close Doorstep ++ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 97 97A Flimwell Close Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 98 98A Halton - North Terrace Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 100 100A Harvest Way Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 101 101A Helmsman Rise Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 101 101B Helmsman Rise Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 102 102A Heron Close Doorstep -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 103 103A Honeysuckle Close Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 104 104A Kensington Close Local ++ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 105 105A Kent Road Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 105 105B Kent Road Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 107 107A Knowsley Court Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 108 108A Linley Drive Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 109 109A Mare Bay Close Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 111 111A Ore Valley Road 
Neighbourhoo
d +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 112 112B Oxford Road 
Neighbourhoo
d +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 112 112C Oxford Road Doorstep ++ 
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Primary Typology ID Play ID Name 
Play 
Hierarchy 

Quality and 
Value 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 114 114A Pelham Playground 
Neighbourhoo
d -+ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 115 115A Quantock Gardens Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 116 116A Redmayne Drive Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 117 117A 
Seafront Play trail/ Exercise 
Equipment Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 118 118A Seaside Road playground 
Neighbourhoo
d -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 119 119A Seven Acre Close Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 120 120A St John's Road Playground Local -+ 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 121 121A Thomas Brassey Close Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 123 123A Waterside Close 
Neighbourhoo
d +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 124 124A Welton Rise 1 Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 125 125A Welton Rise 2 Doorstep +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 126 126A Willingdon Avenue Local -- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 205 205A Deepdene Gardens Local +- 

Provision for Children and Teenagers 206 206A Deepdene Gardens Doorstep -- 

Beach and Seafront Promenade 157 157B Hastings Beach Local -- 

Beach and Seafront Promenade 157 157C Hastings Beach Doorstep -- 
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Detailed audit form for each 
accessible open space in 
Hastings 

G.1 Detailed audit forms for each accessible open space in
Hastings are available as a separate volume. The audits
utilised the Green Flag Award criteria.

-  
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Detailed audit forms 


	Contents
	Chapter 1
	Executive summary
	Purpose of this study
	Approach to the study
	Key findings
	Developing a framework for providing healthy, active open space and play space in Hastings


	Chapter 2
	Introduction
	Background
	Study aims and objectives
	Structure of this report


	Chapter 3
	Methodology
	Step 1: Identifying local need
	Policy Review & understanding Local Context
	Consultation
	Developing a play needs index
	Developing an informal recreation score

	Step 2: Auditing local provision
	Collating and reviewing open space and play data
	Site audits

	Step 3: Setting local standards
	Setting quantity Standards
	Setting accessibility standards
	Setting quality and value standards

	Step 4: Applying local standards
	Applying quantity standards
	Applying quality, value and accessibility standards

	Step 5: Making policy recommendations


	Chapter 4
	Planning policy and strategic context
	National planning policy
	25 Year Environment Plan
	The Environment Bill
	National Planning Policy Framework (2019)
	Assessing the need for open space
	Loss or replacement of open space
	Protecting, maintaining and enhancing open space

	National Planning Practice Guidance

	Regional context
	Open space and access
	Environment Strategy for East Sussex
	High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Management Plan (2019-2024)

	Local policy
	Hastings Local Plan
	Relevant evidence base documents and supplementary planning guidance (SPGs) supporting the current local plan
	Hastings Open Space Plan (2006)
	Hastings Green Infrastructure Study (2012)
	Hastings Walking and Cycling Strategy (2014)
	Hastings Play Space Strategy (2015-2017)
	Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS)
	Hastings Seafront Strategy (2015)
	Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPGs)


	Local Plan Refresh
	Area Action Plan (AAP) for Hastings Town Centre and Bohemia



	Chapter 5
	Understanding the need for open space and play space
	Population & social context
	Deprivation, physical and mental health
	Active Lives Survey
	Health related behaviour survey of 14 and 15 year olds (2017)

	Play needs assessment
	Economic context



	Chapter 6
	Consultation Findings
	Public Consultation
	Demographics
	Accessibility of open space
	Use and function of open space
	Quantity and Quality of open space

	Summary of feedback from stakeholder consultation
	Neighbouring authorities
	Headline findings

	Statutory consultees and land management partners
	Headline findings

	Consultation meetings with community groups

	Headline findings


	Chapter 7
	Quantity assessment
	Updating the baseline
	Verifying and updating site boundaries
	Categorisation of sites by typology
	Approach to mapping multi-functional sites

	Developing a hierarchy
	Current provision
	Play provision


	Chapter 8
	Quality and value assessment
	A welcoming place
	Entrances
	Signage
	Quality of access

	Healthy, safe and secure
	Clean and well-maintained
	Cleanliness
	Planting and grass areas
	Footpaths
	Buildings

	Sustainability
	Conservation and heritage
	Community involvement
	Noticeboards

	Marketing, communication & culture
	Equipped play facilities
	Other play facilities

	Beach and Seafront Promenade
	A Welcoming Place
	Health, safety and security
	Clean and well maintained
	Sustainability
	Conservation and heritage
	Community involvement
	Marketing



	Chapter 9
	Development and application of proposed open space and play standards
	Accessibility assessment
	Quantity assessment
	Quality and value assessment
	Quality
	Value
	Setting benchmark standards

	Application of the proposed quantity standards
	Parks and Gardens
	Natural and Semi Natural Green Space
	Amenity Green Space
	Allotments
	Provision for Children and Teenagers

	Application of the proposed quality, value and accessibility standards
	Parks and Gardens
	District parks and gardens
	Local parks and gardens
	Small local parks and gardens

	Natural and Semi-natural Green Space
	Regional Natural and Semi-natural Green Space
	District Natural and Semi-natural Green Space
	Local Natural and Semi-natural Green Space
	Small local Natural and Semi-natural Green Space

	Amenity Green Space
	Combined deficiencies
	Cemeteries and Churchyards
	Allotments
	Provision for children and young people
	Neighbourhood play
	Local play
	Doorstep play

	Barriers to open space



	Chapter 10
	Developing a framework for providing healthy, active open space and play space in Hastings
	The value of open space and play space to health and well-being
	Defining the characteristics of healthy, active open spaces for play and informal recreation in Hastings
	'Playable' spaces
	Welcoming, safe and secure spaces
	Accessible for all and inclusive
	Prioritising areas for enhancement
	Play needs index
	Informal recreation score

	Recommendations for future open space provision

	Appendix A
	Open Space Audit Form

	Appendix B
	Neighbouring Authority Standards Review

	Appendix C
	Consultation Outputs

	Appendix D
	Audit form scoring system

	Appendix E
	Audited sites

	Appendix F
	Site quality and value ratings summary

	Appendix G
	Detailed audit forms


	Appendix D.pdf
	Quality/Condition Scoring Criteria
	Audit question
	Score





