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Early Footpaths
The Upper Ore Valley above Frederick Road, is now generally known as the Speckled
Wood. The area includes many footpaths, some created during the last century as
ways to the school and the waterworks engine house, and others by the creation of
allotments, but also there are two very early footpaths running through it; which need
to be viewed against a wider area.
The first one can be clearly seen with reference to the East Sussex definitive map1
shown below. The mauve lines are registered footpaths and the green lines currently
remain open but unregistered. The public footpath from Greville Road passes through
the Speckled Wood and across “the green” adjacent to the Salvation Army. It then
continues up the steps on the opposite side of Old London Road and then via Pinders
Walk onto the Country Park and to Fishponds Farm.
Fishpond’s was the location of Courts held by the Manor of Brede who held all the
land from1030. This could be the explanation for the path which had no other clear
destination or purpose. To the North of the Greville road section of the same path can
next be found running by the National Grid installation on the Ridge and continuing
alongside Ivy House Lane. Another clue to the age of this path is the name of Pinders
Walk, a pindar was a pound keeper, an official, with responsibility for stray animals.
The ‘Pinders’ was in use for land in this area before 16682
The short diversion onto Alfred Road was approved when Clive Vale was developed3.
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http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/leisureandtourism/countryside/rightsofway/rightsofwaymap/LargeMap.h
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Historic Hastings. J Manwaring Baines p159
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Stopping up of footpaths,1866 (ref DH/B 162/1-13) East Sussex Record Office
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The second footpath ran down from the whole length of the Ore Valley and continued
to the Alexandra Parks and beyond. It was important route and the subject of a vestry
meeting held by the ratepayers of Ore in May 1878 (appendix 1). It was called to
address several problems that existed along the length of the path. One point it refers
to is the path across Messrs Hayward brickfields, now part of the Speckled Wood, and
how the path had been made dangerous by the removal of earth.
The footpath generally followed the Ore Stream though the tithe map (see appendix 2)
shows it deviated between plots marked 271 and 274 much as it does today. Only the
short flight of steps from Victoria Avenue leading down to the start of the path is
included on the definitive map.
They should be considered in connection with the ESCC Rights of Way Improvement
Plan 2007 to 2017 where the appendices state “3.e. Seek the addition of new paths to
the rights of way network to improve opportunities for users” and “iv.Maintain a list
of ‘dead-end’ public rights of way that could provide useful links if properly
connected to the rest of the network or suitable carriageway”. 4

Rights of Way and the Workhouse
When the Board of Guardians wanted to purchase a site in Frederick Road to build a
new workhouse in November 1887, the footpaths across the land were considered a
major problem. So much so that it prompted nine influential local people to object to
its purchase because of the "public and private" rights of way, the signatories included
Frederick Tuppenny who Frederick Road was named after and was later to become
the master of the workhouse. The letter also mentions a roadway, this would seem to
be confirmed in the title register ESX242205 to that land by the statement
“TOGETHER with full right and liberty for the Board and its successors in title and
all persons authorised by it and with or without animals or vehicles to pass and repass
at all times”
Mr Sankey who had offered the workhouse site for sale was the owner of the Vine
Farm Estate; which when developed included Greville, Percy and Clifton Roads. He
had unsuccessfully attempted to get the Board of Guardians to bear the cost of
diverting the footpaths in March 1887 and the Vigilance Committee refused the
request as reported in the local paper. (see appendix 2). The Board of Guardians did
ultimately purchase the site, but not the disputed part which included the public
footpaths; they remained open and are still in use today.

The Creation of Greystone Lane
The land bounded by Old London Road, the Ore Stream, Sandown School and Christ
Church Ore was included in a sale of property to be sold at the Castle Hotel in 1889.
The plots with road frontage to Old London Road were sold but lot 15 to the rear of
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http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/B2B5C58D-6BAF-40FD-8745A09EDF267F39/0/ROWIPappendices.pdf
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those was withdrawn. (see appendix 5) All the plots with road frontage have now
been developed with the exception of “the Green” Greystone Lane was also created
and to some extent replaced the original road which ran behind Christ Church and
then joined the Old London Road diagonally across the site of the shops.

Allotments, Paths and Roadways
A lot of the paths in the woods were created for access to the allotments. Many of
these were created by Joseph Peddlesden who purchased about 4 acres behind
Sandown Schools in 1911, He sold the land in allotment sized plots which resulted in
new paths and roadways for access. Later his widow Elizabeth continued to sell the
land in the same way. Over 30 were created by them and they all contain the same
restrictive covenants requiring owners to “bear and pay a fair proportion of making
and maintaining paving and draining the roadway to which the plot abuts.
Some of the paths created can be seen on the detail from the OS map below

Footpath over “The Green”
‘The Green’ adjacent to the Salvation Army was purchased in two lots by the
benefactor Thomas Alexander Mason to “be preserved for ever as an open space”. He
also placed restrictions relating to paths to the adjacent properties and maintaining the
roadway behind. The 1930 OS map shows the revised paths over the green. Greystone
Lane is shown and the central path over the green was retained with its continuation
on the opposite side of the road.
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A recent ESCC map showing the various paths is shown below and
includes the footpath from Greville Road marked 414 and the steps from
Victoria Avenue leading down to the original footpath though the woods.
The steps would have also provided the way down to paths through the
allotments shown inset

The footpath from School Road was a shortcut used by the children of the original
Sandown School to Church Street. A letter to the Observer suggests it was well used
but not well maintained in 1921 (appendix 4).
The allotments were certainly in use after 1953 because my father had one up to that
time. As they were abandoned many of the associated paths became overgrown.
Others remained open, if only as the way from the green to “The Oller” a favourite
haunt for local children.
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Appendix 1
From the Hastings and St Leonards Observer on Saturday 11 May 1878
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Appendix 2

The Ore tithe Map C 1839 with the footpath between plots 371 and 374 marked.
Victoria Avenue now crosses 371 where the steps now allow access to the path.
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Apendix 2
An attempt to get the footpath over the vine farm Estate re routed Hastings Observer 5
March 1887

Unsuitability of the Workhouse site because of rights of way
Hastings Observer 5 November 1887
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Apendix 4
Use of the footpaths in 1921
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Appendix 5
Land Sales in Ore 1889
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