Community Newsletter
The future of Ashdown House, Sedlescombe Road North, Hastings

The site viewed from the south west

Danescroft is an established property
company, which has been operating across
the South East for over 20 years.
We specialise in complex sites, such as
Ashdown House, and are keen to work
with Hastings Borough Council and the
community to bring forward an appropriate
proposal for the future of the site.
We have been developing early proposals
for Ashdown House and are now ready to
present our ideas to the public and take
your feedback on board.

In these unprecedented times due to
Coronavirus, we are unable to host the
public exhibition which we had planned
to show our proposals to the community.
Instead, we are ensuring that you can
view our plans in a safe way.
We have included an overview of our early
ideas for the site in this newsletter. You can
also give us your views using the enclosed
feedback card. There is a project website
where you can view our early proposals,
provide us with your feedback and get in
touch with any questions.

If you cannot get online, please call our consultation team on 0800 689 5209
and we will post you a copy of the proposals to review, alongside the ability to
provide your feedback in writing.

The Site and its History

The site viewed from the east

Ashdown House is a brownfield site, in
a highly sustainable area. The site has
three existing points of access: one from
Sedlescombe Road North (A21), and two
from Harrow Lane. It is currently home to
the Department of Work & Pensions (DWP),
and other businesses. However, the DWP are
moving to new offices in Hastings in early
2021 and a new use needs to be found for
the site.
The previous owners of the site gained a PDR
(Permitted Development Rights) consent in
June 2019 for the conversion of the office
space into residential units. These proposals
would have converted the 6-storey office
block into 246 studio, 1 & 2 bed apartments,
with no substantial amends to the outside of
the building.
In March 2020 we acquired the site and are
now looking to find an appropriate use for it.
We do not believe that the proposal for 246

homes, previously granted consent, makes
the most appropriate use of the site. Instead
we will be proposing to demolish the existing
buildings and to bring the entirety of the site
back into beneficial use, bringing jobs and
homes to the local community.
The site is situated in an area with both
commercial and residential properties nearby.
The site has significant challenges which
make it a complex area to develop. There
are steep ground levels across the site, with
Harrow Lane being significantly higher than
the Sedlescombe Road North access. In
addition to this, demolishing the building
itself is complex, as it contains asbestos
and a large oil tank underneath one of the
car parks which is used to heat the existing
building.
We have to take all this into account when
finding the best solution for the site.

Our Proposals
Following our initial analysis of the site, we
looked at a number of different options for
how best to develop it, with an open mind
which one would be most appropriate.
During pre-application discussions with
officers at Hastings Borough Council in early
2020 we presented two potential schemes,
one which was entirely residential with 187
homes and one which had 167 homes and a
discount supermarket.
However, after further analysis, we realised

•

148 new homes
accessed from Harrow
Lane

•

A new discount
supermarket accessed
from Sedlescombe
Road North

•

A new community
centre to replace the
existing Civil Service
Sports Club

•

A mix of 1, 2, 3 & 4
bedroom houses and
apartments across the
site

•

The retention of the
“in-out” bus stop on
Harrow Lane

that there was part of the site that was not
suitable for homes. As well as other specific
technical issues, the differing site levels
would mean some homes would be heavily
overlooked by other homes. Other work on
the plans, ensuring a good mix of housing
types and sufficient landscaping and play
space have further reduced the number of
homes we feel is appropriate.
Therefore, we have settled on our preferred
option for the site, which we are seeking
feedback on. They include:

Proposed site layout

Consultation
At Danescroft we take the views of
the community seriously and so public
consultation is important to us.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 and the
significant restrictions when meetings,
travel and contact are suspended, we are
unable to hold the public exhibition that we
had planned to display our proposals and
discuss them with you.
Instead, we have put all the material that we
would have displayed at the exhibition on
our consultation website:
www.ashdownhousehastings.co.uk

You will be able to view the plans in detail,
send us your feedback online and get
in touch with the project team with any
questions you may have.
You will also be able to watch a presentation
of the plans from a member of our team.
If you cannot get online, then please call us
on 0800 689 5209 and we will send you
the information in the post, alongside
a Freepost Envelope to send us your
feedback.
The consultation period has now started
and we will be receiving feedback until 6th
Dec 2020.

Next Steps








Mid Nov. 2020

Early Dec. 2020

Late 2020

Spring 2021

Pre-Application
consultation

Submit Planning
Application

HBC Formal
Consultation process

HBC Determine
application

CONTACT US
0800 689 5209
info@ashdownhousehastings.co.uk
www.ashdownhousehastings.co.uk

