
Foreshore Trust Large Grant Programme  
Commissioned Grant Funding Service Specification         

1. Proposed intervention  
Support for those suffering from Domestic Violence and Abuse  
 
2. Intervention summary 
Overall the aim of this intervention is to reduce power inequalities and domestic abuse in the 
home  setting. Households can become destabilised for many reasons and this intervention is 
intended to protect and enhance the lives of all those who are subject to the results of 
domestic abuse and it’s impact on the victim, but particularly children. It seeks to reduce 
repeat incidents of domestic abuse or violence by supporting victims before their case 
reaches a high-risk level.   
 

It is anticipated that any interventions will also take on board the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic  

3. Links to proposed Foreshore Trust Large Programme themes 
Domestic Violence 
 

• Source Foreshore Trust Business Plan 2019 – 2022 dated 10th December 2018 – Item 13 
https://hastings.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=172&MId=3098&Ver=4  
 

• Foreshore Trust Large Grant programme report – from Charity committee meeting March 16th 
2020 - item 61 
https://hastings.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=172&MId=3774&Ver=4  

4. Justification of the need for the intervention 
This intervention only looks at those cases considered low to medium risk.  It is widely 
accepted that there is insufficient provision in Hastings for low-level cases.  The means that 
victims are unable to access services until the risk is excessive. If support is not provided at 
an early stage the risk of homelessness and repeat incidences of domestic violence or abuse 
is increased – this accounted for 8% of homelessness presentations in 2017/18. The average 
person leaves and returns several times before removing themselves from the situation for 
good, which if unmanaged can lead to repeat presentations. Repeat incidences and 
homelessness can be reduced through the provision of ongoing help and support. 
 
Domestic Violence and Abuse (DVA) reporting has increased substantially and overall 
referrals to the police across East Sussex over the past two years indicate that the vast 
majority of reports relate to low (standard) risk domestic abuse. 
 
Although this increase is substantial, it is accepted that police recorded data is likely to 
underrepresent the scale of violence and abuse since as many numbers again of people do 
not report. These crime types have a significant impact on victims/survivors, their children and 
the wider community. Impacts can include: homelessness, poor mental, sexual or physical 
health, behavioural problems, substance abuse, poor school achievement, reduced economic 
prospects and the risk of further violence. 

5. Proposed specification to support those suffering from domestic violence  

https://hastings.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=172&MId=3098&Ver=4
https://hastings.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=172&MId=3098&Ver=4
https://hastings.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=172&MId=3774&Ver=4
https://hastings.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=172&MId=3774&Ver=4


This intervention aims to reduce repeat incidents of domestic violence or abuse by supporting 
victims before their case reaches a high-risk level. The successful proposal will demonstrate 
the delivery organisation’s ability to: 

• Offer support and advice for cases assessed as having a low - medium level of risk 
which are not of significant concern to warrant Multi-Agency Risk Assessment 
Conference (MARAC) intervention, including self referrals. 

• Take positive action to prevent homelessness due to domestic violence and assist in 
achieving the homelessness strategy targets to reduce homelessness presentations 
due to domestic violence. The new Homelessness Reduction Act gives local 
authorities new duties to work with individuals at risk of homelessness at an earlier 
stage.  The provider will need to refer clients who may need re-housing to the council 
as early as possible. 

• Work with relevant local partners to achieve the wider strategic aims and objectives for 
community safety and housing. 

• Deal with domestic violence issues within communities of interest, identity and 
geography. Individuals living with domestic violence often struggle to access statutory 
services.  The providers will give advice and support to access these services. 

• Provide support to individuals to acess statutory services such as Housing, Health and 
accompany them as required to appointments. 

• Fill a gap in services for mental and emotional wellbeing in the community thus helping 
all family members 

• Concentrate on services seeking to bring young people into gainful occupation, 
thereby enhancing their self-esteem and reducing the likelihood of entrenched family 
disturbance 

• Seek to facilitate the inclusion of the older generations into coherent family groupings. 
 
The proposed intervention must: 

• Be open to all, visible and accessible 
• Be extensively locally advertised 
• Include ongoing support to victims irrespective of gender 
• Include sign posting and referral to relevant support services 
• Contribute to the Foreshore Trust Large Grant Programme’s ‘Golden Thread’ mental 

health and wellbeing agenda in Quarters’ 1 and 2 2021-22 by collaborating with the 
other service providers funded from this programme including: 
- Attendance at network meetings 
- Sharing of good practice 
- Referral 
- Identifying gaps in service provision and defining a service specification for the 

‘Golden Thread’ 
 

6. Target beneficiaries of the intervention 
Victims of domestic violence assessed as low to medium risk living in Hastings or St 
Leonards and their families. 
 
7. Funding 
The Foreshore Trust Large Grant Programme is available for services starting from April 2021 
and ending in March 2024. The total grant funding available from the Foreshore Trust Large 
Grant Programme will be approximately £162,000 per year. 
 
The indicative amount available for the 2021-22 Domestic Violence and Abuse intervention is 
£22,500, and as part of the Foreshore Trust Charity’s budget setting process the final 
programme amounts will be confirmed in March 2021 for financial year 2021-22 and again in 
March 2022 and 2023. An additional £20,000 will be made available in 2022-23 and 2023-24 



(£40,000 in total) to fund Foreshore Trust Large Grant Programme projects to address the 
‘Golden Thread’ mental health and wellbeing agenda between the successful Large Grants 
applicants at a later stage. 
 
Applications will only be accepted from registered Charities. 
 
8. Duration of intervention 
April 2021 to March 2024 
 
9. Proposed delivery method 
It is expected that advice will be provided at accessible locations within office hours with an 
answer phone for out of office hours referrals.  This intervention may also be outreach based. 
In the event of a case reaching the high-risk level the delivery organisation will need to carry 
out a further DASH Risk Identification Checklist and complete a referral to the MARAC. It is 
expected that the delivery organisation, to which this commissioned intervention is awarded 
will attend the Hastings Domestic Abuse Forum, the Hastings White Ribbon Day Steering 
Group meetings, and support the activities that take place for White Ribbon Day in Hastings. 
 
10.  Performance indicators 
Proposers will be asked to quantify the indicators above where possible and propose 
additional indicators. In addition, proposals should offer definition of outputs and outcomes 
plus define their measures (i.e. Number of people) and confirm the recording methods. 
 
Monitoring will include not only the number of people supported but details of the following 
must be provided: 
Number of people supported to include gender, age, family composition, ward,  
Number of interventions that have prevented homelessness through support, referral and 
signposting 
Number of interventions triggered by repeat incidents of domestic violence. 
Number of referrals to council’s housing options service 
Number of people with improved mental health 
 

 


