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New Regulation 18 Hastings Local Plan and Habitats

Regulations Assessment

A new Regulation 18 Local Plan is being prepared for consultation. Under the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017 (as amended) a Habitats Regulations Assessment is required ‘before the plan is given effect’
(Regulation 105). In practice, it is routine for a full HRA to be prepared for the Regulation 19 Local Plan.

In early 2025 AECOM undertook a Habitats Regulations Assessment for the Regulation 19 Local Plan as it stood at the
time. That HRA identified the relevant European sites and impact pathways and undertook both a Likely Significant
Effects assessment and an Appropriate Assessment. No adverse effects on the integrity of European sites were
identified, and no recommendations were made for the Local Plan.

It is understood that Hastings Borough Council are undertaking a new Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation. There is no
statutory requirement for an HRA to be undertaken at Regulation 18.

It is most appropriate for any amendments made to the Local Plan following the Regulation 18 consultation to be
assessed in an update to the emerging 2025 draft HRA work which was being developed in preparation for the
Regulation 19 stage.

For this reason, no Habitats Regulations Assessment has been produced to accompany this 2026 Regulation 18
consultation.
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