
 

Council Tax Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

If you have any specific queries about council services, please visit the council 
website for contact information at the following link: 

Contact us online – East Sussex County Council 

Council Tax 

All enquiries about council tax payments should be made to your local district or 
borough council. Links to their websites and other information about Council Tax can 
be found at:  https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/yourcouncil/finance/counciltax/ 
 
The following the link to the government website Gov.uk, shows you how to work out 
your own Council Tax https://www.gov.uk/council-tax 
 

Why has the County Council increased my Council Tax? 

Given the funding pressures East Sussex County Council is facing, after careful 
consideration, the County Council has decided to increase its element of Council Tax 
in 2021/22 by 1.99% in order to protect the County Council's ability to provide its 
services now and in the future. These increases are shown on your Council Tax bill. 
 

What is the Adult Social Care Precept? 

A growing pressure for county councils with responsibilities for adult social care is 
the increase in demand that the ageing population brings. In order to ensure that the 
responsible councils are able to respond to this rising demand the Government has 
allowed those authorities with adult social care responsibilities to increase council tax 
by up to an additional 3% in 2021/22 with the option for authorities to spread this 
over two years. The County Council has decided to include this precept at the level 
of 1.5% in its budget for 2021/22. 
 
The additional funds raised by the Adult Social Care Precept are ring-fenced to be 
spent only on adult social care, for example supporting people in care homes or to 
continue to live independently in their own homes. 
 

The information presented on my bill is confusing? 

The information contained in the 2021/22 council tax bill is required to be presented 
in a certain way by The Council Tax (Demand Notices) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2020 set out by the Ministry of Housing,  Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG). 
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 Why is my bill different to the amount shown on the council tax leaflet? 

The charge shown on the council tax leaflet is the East Sussex County Council 
element of the council tax charge. In addition to this on your council tax bill, there will 
be charges for your borough or district council, the Police and Crime Commissioner, 
the Fire Authority and, where applicable, your town and parish council.  
 

Why do I have to pay for services I don’t use? 

The council tax is not a charge for services, it is a tax. The tax system is centrally 
prescribed by Government and local authorities have no power to change the way it 
operates. The only body that can make changes is the Government. As such, the 
current system will remain in place until the Government decides changes are 
necessary. 
 

Why is my bill showing 3.49% general increase but if I calculate it, it is more 
than 3.49%? 

The 3.49% is an increase on the total amount from last year for general expenditure 
plus Adult Social Care (ASC) precept. The table below shows if you add the two 
ESCC elements from your 2021/22 bill and compare it to the total ESCC elements 
from 2020/21, the increase is 3.49%. 
 

Band 2020/21 
General 

Expenditure 

2020/21 
ASC 

Precept 

2020/21 
Total 

 2021/22 
General 

Expenditure 

2021/22 
ASC 

Precept 

2021/22 
Total 

2021/22 
3.49% 

Increase 

A 908.28 86.40 994.68 928.08 101.28 1,029.36 34.68 

B 1,059.66 100.80 1,160.46 1,082.76 118.16 1,200.92 40.46 

C 1,211.04 115.20 1,326.24 1,237.44 135.04 1,372.48 46.24 

D 1,362.42 129.60 1,492.02 1,392.12 151.92 1,544.04 52.02 

E 1,665.18 158.40 1,823.58 1,701.48 185.68 1,887.16 63.58 

F 1,967.94 187.20 2,155.14 2,010.84 219.44 2,230.28 75.14 

G 2,270.70 216.00 2,486.70 2,320.20 253.20 2,573.40 86.70 

H 2,724.84 259.20 2,984.04 2,784.24 303.84 3,088.08 104.04 
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