
 

Schools’ Participation in the ROOT 1066 Festival 

 

One of the four key aims of the ROOT 1066 Festival was to embed deep and broad public 

engagement, and one of the identified targets within this was engagement with schools. 

We wanted to ensure that every school in Hastings and Rother had the opportunity to get 

involved in the festival in a meaningful way with limited resources.  Our principle offer to 

schools was developed by the Hastings and Rother Arts Education Network (HRAEN) who 

were best placed understand the needs of local schools and communicate effectively.  

Aware that different schools and willing and/or able to participate in projects to different 

degrees, we agreed that HRAEN would develop an online offer that could be used within 

school supported by a workshop offer and opportunity to be part of an exhibition.  See the 

report on Mightier than the Sword below. 

A second project developed a school participation element that was not originally intended, 

with several primary schools helping to create an installation in Pevensey Castle.  See the 

report on Harold’s Grave below. 

Of the commissioned projects one had particularly strong school involvement.  The Hastings 

Speaks Diary Project had 500 diary entries completed by primary school pupils, mainly from 

Hollington Primary School. 

Generally, as is often the case, it was much easier to engage primary schools than secondary 

schools.  The timing of the festival didn’t help being at the start of the new school year. 

Secondary school engagement would have been a focus of one of the projects that we 

didn’t manage to raise funds for, working with the Hofesh Shechter Company who have 

developed a relationship with ARK Helenswood over a number of years.  We hope to find 

another way to deliver the project in the future. 

The timing also made it difficult for Sussex Coast College to get involved via the curriculum, 

although some students did work on the CLASH choir project that took place in the college 

atrium, supporting local creative company Radiator Arts with the creation of the set for the 

performance. 

The lack of a dedicated education/outreach coordinator for the festival also contributed to 

the lower take up from secondary schools and from some targeted areas in the town, but 

the budget didn’t allow for an extra member of staff. 

However, overall some very high quality activity was delivered to 1312 pupils from across 

Hastings. 



Mightier than the Sword 

HRAEN engaged visual artist Lee Shearman and poet Steve Tasane to each produce an on-

line “Toolkit” that instructed teachers and students to make “pop-up” books and write 

poetry using a range of 10 different poetic formats respectively. The publication of the 

toolkits on-line on the HRAEN website was followed up with a series of workshops in 

primary schools by the artists resulting in an exhibition of poetry and books at the Source 

BMX and Skateboard Park from Friday 15 July to Monday 3 October 2016. 

The participating schools were Blacklands, Chantry, Icklesham, St Leonards Church of 

England, St Peter and St Paul’s, Salehurst, Silverdale and Staplecross, all of whom had 

representatives at the launch event which saw students from Blacklands, St Leonards C of E 

and Silverdale have a poetry “Slam” competition wherein they performed their poems. 

In all, 412 primary school students attended the workshops with approximately 400 

contributing to the exhibition at the Source. This does not include those schools that have 

since used the on-line toolkits created for the project. We estimate that during the ‘Mightier 

than the Sword’ exhibition, the Source received in excess of 12,000 visitors, most of whom 

would have seen the exhibition. 

Besides the Hastings Borough Council funding, the project was also supported by an East 

Sussex Arts Partnership Award of £5k. 

What the teachers said. 

Why did you want to get involved in the project? 

The opportunity for children to work with a “real” poet and understand the creative process 

from their point of view.  As well as celebrating the 950th anniversary of the battle of 

Hastings, it was a chance for children to celebrate their work in a public space and with 

peers from different schools/ academies. 

What were the best things about being involved? 

The children working with the practitioner, but on a greater level seeing their work 

displayed and celebrated in public 

Jonathan Morris, Silverdale Primary School 

Why did you want to get involved in the project?  

Good opportunity to collaborate with an artist. Local project. No cost! 

What were the best things about being involved?  

Opportunity for children to see that poetry can be current and exciting. The opportunity to 

have their work displayed. Experiencing a poet visiting, performing and working with them. 

The class has 22 boys in it and Steve managed to engage them well. The book format was a 

good format to use.  Becky Reed, Chantry Community Primary 

 



Exhibition and opening event at The Source Skate Park 

 

 

 

  



Harold’s Grave - His Weight in Gold 

The Harold’s Grave project was developed by one of our Normandy partners, artist Alice 

Mallet.  She wanted to create an installation in the grounds of Pevensey Castle that paid 

tribute to King Harold’s mother and her efforts to reclaim his body after the Battle of 

Hastings.  The installation required a large number of golden stones and it became clear that 

we would need some help to create these!  As well as a drop in session on the Stade Open 

Space, we approached primary schools with the invitation to help us paint several thousand 

stones gold.  This was a very simple offer than schools were able to fit into their school 

timetable easily, but it also gave the opportunity to tell the children the story behind the 

project and engage them with the history of the Battle of Hastings. 

A total six schools responded to the invitation to take part in this project and they were: 

Robsack Wood Primary School; Guestling Bradshaw; Sandown; Christchurch CoE; St Peter & 

St Paul’s (Bexhill) and Pevensey and Westham Primary.  Over 400 primary school children 

and some parents were involved in the painting of the stones. 

    

Children and teacher from Guestling Bradshaw Primary School  

    

Young artists taking part at The Stade painting day 



 

Harold’s Grave exhibit in situ at Pevensey Castle 

 

 

 

Stats Summary: 

Mightier than the Sword 412 

Harold’s Grave 400 

Hastings Speaks 500 

TOTAL 1312 

 


