
From: Information Officer 
Sent: 18 December 2013 15:28 
To: Communications 
Subject: FW: Hastings Borough Council Request for Information Ref: 13/540 

Attachments: FOI 13-540 - Legal Fees 10-12-13 V2.xls 

Start of Request for Information 

Please accept my apologies for the slight delay in responding 

The Bar Council is currently undertaking research to inform a report on local authority contracting for the provision of 
external legal services. The Bar Council has had an interest in local authority contracting for a number of years 
including holding a plenary session on procurement arrangements at the 2011 Bar Contracting Conference. However, 
the true value of local authority work provided by external legal providers is largely unknown. What is developing is a 
patchwork of different methods which we feel deserve extensive research and evaluation. 

In order for us to evidence the report we require financial information relating to each local authority’s spend on 
internal and external legal services over the past three years, as well as general information on how local authorities 
procure external legal services from the Bar. 

We have made attempts to ascertain this data through the Government's transparency initiative (namely spend over 
£500) and through annual financial reports. Unfortunately, the information is not universally available, standardised or 
accessible. I write to you, pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2000, to provide the following information: 

Hastings 

All External Legal Direct payments to 
Internal Legal Services (#1) (total Services (#2) (exc. Barristers or Chambers 

Spend Information (financial year) cost including overheads etc.) VAT) ONLY (#3) (exc. VAT) 

2010/11 £ £ £ 

2011/12 £ £ £ 

2012/13 £ £ £ 

Notes: 

#1 If the legal department is combined with another service please make an estimate of the cost of providing legal 
services. 

#2 If cases run over a financial year please estimate the value of work done for the financial year or, if your information 
is stored differently, please provide a brief explanation on how the given figure was calculated. 

#3 Please exclude all third party payments and only include direct payments to barristers or Chambers. 

Do you redact the names of barristers if they appear in any of your “spend over £500” 
datasets? 

Y/N - The names of the Chambers only 
appear on our spend over £500 
spreadsheets 

Does your legal services department provide legal services to external clients? Y/N 

How does your local authority contract external legal services with the Bar? (i.e. 
through a consortium, framework agreement, Panel, etc.) 

Please see statement below 

This information is held 

Please find attached spreadsheet in relation to spend information as requested 
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FOI 13-540 - Legal 
Fees 10-12-... 

Most authorities procure barristers from chambers under an Agency Framework Agreement. All local authorities in 
Sussex are signed up to this. We achieved a better price by doing so. Only if the specialism required is not part of that 
would we contact a chambers that is not part of the agreement 

End of Request for Information 
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