
From: Information Officer 
Sent: 15 November 2013 12:04 
To: Communications 
Subject: FW: Hastings Borough Council Request for Information Ref: 13/507 

Start of Request for Information 

Quoting your document: DCQ/13/01125 BR32000X/RC 

My refererence: AR/ EQ/ 5387 

With regard to the content of the above communication between yourself and Amber Rudd to which she made me 
privy, I would like to ask some questions under the Freedom of Information Act. 

1) In your letter to Ms Rudd, you posit that you have sent out 150 letters to local residents. How did you decide to 
whom this letter would be sent - on what basis? 

Response sent by ** to yourself on the 7th November 2013: 

We wrote to residents who would have an immediate view of the proposed structure. That included Castle Street, 
Breeds Place and Castle Court. In addition the application was advertised on site and in the local press, and anybody 
subscribed on Public Access to receive details of applications in this area would have received a notification. I must 
apologise because I made a mistake when I gave the number to Amber Rudd, we wrote to 131 residents, not 150 as 
previously stated. I have told Amber Rudd and apologised for the error. 

2) Although the helter skelter is a 'gift' from the Fairlight Trust and they are the applicant in planning, are there 
projected costings connected to the installation of this sculpture and who will be responsible for underwriting these 
costs? If there are not projected costings already done, when will these be done? Prior or post-planning committee's 
decision? 

There will be costs associated with the installation of the sculpture, although the scale of these is not yet determined 
and may depend on the outcome of the planning application. The Fairlight Arts Trust is expected to cover the costs of 
site preparation and other works directly related to the installation of the artwork. East Sussex County Council and 
Hastings Borough Council will jointly fund other improvements - primarily to the outer perimeter of the roundabout. 
Projected costings are not expected to be ready prior to a decision on the planning application. 

3) Who will be responsible for the curation of the helter skelter, once it is notionally in place? The Fairlight Trust? If the 
item is vandalised, who would pay for the restoration? Will special security (extra CCTV etc) be needed in order to 
protect this object? 

It is anticipated that, following its installation, the ownership of the artwork will pass to Hastings Borough Council. A 
provisional estimate of future repairs/maintenance costs will be assessed at installation and added to future Hastings 
Borough Council repairs/maintenance budgets. There are no plans for special security such as extra CCTV to protect 
the sculpture. 

4) Given that the status quo of objections to approval stands at a current ratio of 60:1, when do you intend to re-open 
the selection process and invite a full list of designs or artists' works to be put back on the table? What would be your 
justification in proceeding with a plan that has met such wide opposition? 

The artwork is to be funded by the Fairlight Trust and they have operated their selection process in this respect. 
Hastings Borough Council cannot answer your last question in terms of Freedom of Information as FOI is based on 
information that is held by this authority and not opinions. 

End of Request for Information 

1 


