
From: Information Officer 
Sent: 13 November 2013 10:12 
To: Communications 
Subject: FW: Hastings Borough Council Request for Information Ref: 13/469 

Start of Request for Information 

Good Morning, can I request information following re: ref EN/13/00093 L & T Tyres, I have been told there are 3 letters 
relating to this matter from 3 different sources. 

Please bold out any details of any personal information relating to the person/s making this complaint to protect their 
identity to comply with IG compliance as this is not needed. 

NOTICE OF REFUSAL 

Section 30 - Investigations and Proceedings Conducted by Public Authorities 

Your request for information fall under Section 30 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act - 'Investigations and 
Proceedings conducted by Public Authorities' 

Information obtained for specific investigations and proceedings which relates to obtaining information from 
confidential sources for specific criminal investigations and proceedings. 

The exemption afforded by S30 is subject to what is known as the ‘public interest test’. When applying the test in a 
particular case a public authority is deciding whether the public interest is better served by non-disclosure than by 
disclosure. 

Although the Freedom of Information Act does not define ‘in the public interest’, there is a presumption under Freedom 
of Information that openness is in the public interest. In applying the public interest test a public authority will take into 
account the distinction that has been often made by courts between things that are in the public interest, and things 
that merely interest the public. Where applicants have not identified public interest considerations succinctly or 
accurately, the public authority has a responsibility under the Act to make their own assessment of the public interest 
considerations in the particular case. 

We have identified the following public interest factors that may be seen as encouraging the disclosure of 
information: 

1. General arguments in favour of promoting transparency, accountability and participation 

We consider these factors to be of limited or no relevance in relation to the information in question. 

Public interest factors seen as encouraging non-disclosure are, generally, the exemptions themselves. In 
consideration of this matter we came to the following conclusions: 

1. The specific circumstances of the case and the content of the information requested in relation to those 
circumstances 
2. The likelihood and severity of any harm or prejudice that disclosure could cause 
3. The impact (beneficial or otherwise) of disclosure upon individuals and/or the wider public 

In weighing the factors for and against disclosure we have concluded that the likely benefit to the applicant 
and the wider public of disclosure is outweighed by the likely prejudice caused by such disclosure and that 
therefore the public interest is better served by non-disclosure. 

End of Request for Information 
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