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Start of Request for Information 

Between 2006 and 2009 I wrote to all local authorities in the UK seeking 
information about the availability (or not) of parking for motorhomes. I used 
the information to build a web site, http://www.motorhomeparking.co.uk/, the 
main aims of which were to direct motorhome drivers to places where it is 
safe and legal for them to park and to direct motorhome drivers away from 
areas where they might encounter difficulties or cause difficulties for others. 
The aims were based on the premise that it is as important for people to know 
where parking of motorhomes is not possible as it is to know where they can 
go - drivers wish to avoid frustration and local authorities do not want their 
roads clogging up with large vehicles looking for non-existent facilities.

I also recognised that such information was subject to change and would 
require maintenance so at the back of my mind I had hoped that authorities 
would publish their responses on the parking pages of their own web sites (I 
used to recommend such a practice when I worked as a Freedom of 
Information Officer in local government as it means that subsequent similar 
enquiries can simply be answered by reference to the web site). When I first 
started only one or two authorities published motorhome parking information 
but I am pleased to see that, currently, almost 25% of authorities (about 90) 
do so.

For various reasons (explained on my web site) I have changed its focus to 
point to parking information published on local authority sites. Where 
information is published regarding where motorhomes may or may not be 
parked I have added an appropriate note. In cases where specific information 
is absent I have recommended to readers that they check with the authority 
concerned before attempting to park.

My records show that your authority told me, when I enquired, that 
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Parking Motor Homes / campervans within Hastings

Major new building development works have now been completed in the former Coach and Lorry Park adjacent to Rock-a-Nore Road, Old Town, Hastings  and therefore parking for campervans/motor homes is no longer available at this location.


It is necessary for our off street car parks to have height barriers to ensure there is controlled access/entry for permitted vehicles.  The barriers prevent un-authorised vehicles gaining entry and remaining on site.  It is not feasible or practical for the barriers to be raised and lowered to accommodate certain vehicles, that exceed the height limit of the barrier and this obviously includes campervans/motor homes.


There is no central location where a campervan/motor home can be parked in Hastings, but depending on its width, it may be that it can be parked for a maximum time period of up to two hours in Old London Road Hastings, which is part of the A259 towards Rye as you travel East out of the Old Town of Hastings.  


This two hour parking section is free and operates on a shared basis for residents and visitors daily between the hours of 9am to 8pm, with no return for two hours.  The location is approximately a quarter of a mile from the former coach park location.  Depending on the length, width and height of your campervan/motor home it may be that you can park it at this location within the provided parking spaces.  You need to be aware though, that the width of these bays is 1.8 metres and if your camper van/motor home exceeds this width then you cannot park it there.


There is free parking available at Sea Road, Hastings.  This is off the A259 as you drive along it and come in to St.Leonards/Hastings from the Bexhill direction.  At this location there is no daily time restriction, however, the location is approximately two miles from the town centre of Hastings and you would be able to park your campervan/motor home there.


There is also a Council car park at Bulverhythe that would accommodate your vehicle, which is located on the south side of the A259, which is also free and has no daily time restriction for up to twenty four hours.  This particular car park is approximately three miles from Hastings town centre and is further on towards Bexhill.


The three mentioned locations are all on or adjacent to the A259, along which a very regular bus service operates for passage to and from Hastings.




motorhome parking was generally not possible in your car parks  but I note 
that your authority does not publish information specific to motorhome parking 
on the web site (as mentioned it is just as important to know where not to go 
as where to go). I suggest that it would be in the interests of the authority to 
make such publication (as noted in my second paragraph above), especially 
in the current economic climate of needing to make savings in staff time 
wherever possible. 

Could you please tell me whether your authority has plans to 
publish motorhome parking information in future and, if so, 
when that might come about. I look forward to hearing from 
you.

This information is held 

Please find attached our information sheet in relation to Motorhome and 
Caravan Parking in Hastings, this has also been sent to our Communications 
Team to include on the Parking Section of our Website.

End of Request for Information 
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