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Start of Request for Information 

Re: FOIA request relating to the provision of funding for legal 
advice and representation for separated/unaccompanied 
children in immigration cases

We write to request the following information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000, s 1. You will be aware that by s 10 of the 2000 Act you 
are required to provide your response to us within 20 working days of receipt 
of the request, and we would very much appreciate your response within that 
timescale. Please confirm receipt by return.

In this request, references to ‘unaccompanied children’ should be understood 
as referring to children who either arrived in the United Kingdom separated 
from their parents or who have subsequently become separated from their 
parents (whether by reason of being taken into the care of the local authority 
or otherwise), and who are not currently being cared for by an adult with a 
legal or customary responsibility for doing so. This definition is based on that 
used by the Joint Committee on Human Rights (JCHR) in its recent report on 
the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children.

On behalf of The Children’s Society we are seeking to ascertain the impact 
upon unaccompanied children of the withdrawal of legal aid in the Legal Aid, 
Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO) in non-asylum 
immigration cases. We have been advised by the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department that, where necessary, local authorities can fund or provide 
independent legal advice, assistance and representation in relation to such 
cases to children to whom it is providing services under the Children Act 
1989. We are concerned that local authorities may not be aware of the 
Government’s advice or may take a different view about the ambit of their 
powers, or may simply not have the funds to commission such advice, 
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assistance and representation. Accordingly we are sending FOIA requests to 
all local authorities in England and Wales to establish whether local 
authorities are stepping in to fill the gap and the extent nationally of unmet 
need for such legal advice and representation.

1. How many unaccompanied children who are not British citizens are you 
currently providing Children Act services to?  
2. How many of those children have accessed immigration advice from an 
immigration solicitor or registered immigration adviser (i) with your assistance 
(ii) independently while in receipt of Children Act services from you.

3. How many of those children have immigration cases (applications or 
appeals) that are currently proceeding?  
4. In how many cases is the child not in receipt of legal aid for his immigration 
claim?  
5. In how many cases is the child receiving legal aid for part of the claim (i.e. 
legal aid continues to be available for asylum cases and cases raising issues 
under Article 3 ECHR),but not for the other parts of the case, such as Article 
8? 

6. How many of these children have made immigration applications or 
appealed decisions without representation by an immigration solicitor or 
registered immigration advisor while doing so? 

7. How many of these children have you assessed as needing legal services 
for immigration matters to be funded under the Children Act?

8. In how many cases have you funded initial immigration advice for the child 
to establish whether it is in their interests to make an application concerning 
their immigration status?

9. In how many cases have you funded legal advice or representation for the 
child to make an immigration application or to appeal a decision relating to 
their immigration status? Please include as a separate figure cases that are 
part funded by legal aid but where you have funded the aspect of the case 
which is not covered by legal aid (e.g., where a child has claimed asylum and 
is receiving legal aid because of their asylum claim, but is also relying on 
Article 8, ECHR, in respect of which they may not be eligible for legal aid).

10. What criteria do you apply in deciding whether a child has a need for 
immigration legal services?  
11. Have you developed an internal policy setting out the criteria that you 
apply? If so, please disclose any written policy, or any guidance or advice to 



decision makers as to those criteria.

12. Have you received advice or guidance from any other source as to the 
criteria you should apply that can be disclosed? If so, please disclose. If it 
cannot be disclosed please explain why not.

13. How are those legal services to be provided? For example, do you instruct 
independent law firms to advise and represent such children or do you use 
some other method and, if so, what?

14. Have you received any additional central government funding to shoulder 
this additional burden? 

Information not held 

Children's Services is dealt with by East Sussex County Council please visit 
their website for further information www.eastsussex.gov.uk

End of Request for Information 
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