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Start of Request for Information


The following information is held by this authority in relation to the above FOI 

request:

· Since the SUCCESS programme was launched in late 2013 how many 

grants have been made in each of Hastings, Tendring, Thanet areas?


Hastings - 6, Tendring - 0, Thanet - 8 

· What is the total amount of and how many of these grants have been made 
in the creative sector (as opposed to other sectors) as intended in each of 
Hastings, Tendring, Thanet areas? 

Total amount of grant: £685,876. Creative sector grants: Hastings - 6, 
Tendring - 0, Thanet - 8. 

· What is the month by month throughput for the following in each of Hastings, 
Tendring, Thanet areas? 

The monthly throughput of detailed applications is: 

April: Hastings - 2, Tendring - 0, Thanet - 2 
May: Hastings - 2, Tendring - 0, Thanet - 1 
June: Hastings - 2, Tendring - 0, Thanet - 3 
July: Hastings - 3, Tendring - 0, Thanet - 5 

· How many enquiries (or persons attending information sessions) in total in 
each of Hastings, Tendring, Thanet areas? 

This authority does not hold information about all enquiries or persons 
attending information sessions. Numbers of registrants to SUCCESS 
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website: Hastings - 120, Tendring - 11, Thanet - 29 

· How many applications were made to EOI stage in total in each of Hastings, 
Tendring, Thanet areas? 

Hastings - 41, Tendring - 4, Thanet - 25. 

· How many proceeded to full application in each of Hastings, Tendring, 
Thanet areas? 

Hastings - 16, Tendring - 1, Thanet - 11. 

· What are the most common reasons given for bids failing in each of 
Hastings, Tendring, Thanet areas? 

The most common reasons in Hastings and Thanet are: insufficient job 
creation, insufficient private investment, business does not show 
viability. 

· What are the sources of match funding provided by applicants in both cash 
and percentage terms in each of Hastings, Tendring, Thanet areas? 

Match funding sources provided by applicants submitting detailed 
applications in Hastings, Tendring and Thanet: 100% private 
investment in the form of bank loans, shareholders' loans, business 
accounts, and/or private equity/own funds. This authority does not hold 
information on the breakdown or percentage of these different sources 
of private investment. 

· What is the make-up and expertise of the decision-making panel? 

This authority does not hold information about the expertise of 
members of the decision-making panel. 
The decision making panel is made up of Cllr Peter Chowney, Deputy 
Leader of Hastings Borough Council, Monica Adams-Acton, Head of 
Regeneration and Planning Policy at Hastings Borough Council, senior 
officers from Hastings Borough Council and Tendring District Council, 
and representatives from: University of Brighton, East Kent College, 
Locate East Sussex, Creative United, Highhouse Production Park and 
Creative Cultural Skills. 

· Provision of a copy of the report by the appraiser on the MSL bid 



 

Notice of Refusal 
Please note that I consider the information requesting a copy of the report by 
the appraiser on the MSL bid to be exempt under Section 43 (1.1.2) of the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 - Commercially Sensitive Information -
Information which is a trade secret or the release of which would be likely to 
prejudice the commercial interests of any person. 

Information prejudicing commercial interests 

Commercial Interests relate to an organisations commercial activity and may 
include trading activity, procurement and relationships with third parties. 

The disclosure of the information must be likely to prejudice the commercial 
interests of any person e.g. the release of information may damage a 
company's reputation or the confidence of customers, suppliers or investors in 
the company. 

Example: 

Could include product information submitted in unsuccessful tenders such as 
a description of the manner in which prices are calculated as disclosure would 
be likely to reduce a company's competitiveness in any future tender process. 
It could also be the authority's commercial interests that could be damaged e. 
g. disclosing the budget available to pay for a service during procurement of 
that service may prejudice the position of the authority. 

The exemption afforded by S43 is subject to what is known as the ‘public 
interest test’. When applying the test in a particular case a public authority is 
deciding whether the public interest is better served by non-disclosure than by 
disclosure. 

Although the Freedom of Information Act does not define ‘in the public 
interest’, there is a presumption under Freedom of Information that openness 
is in the public interest. In applying the public interest test a public authority 
will take into account the distinction that has been often made by courts 
between things that are in the public interest, and things that merely interest 
the public. Where applicants have not identified public interest considerations 
succinctly or accurately, the public authority has a responsibility under the Act 
to make their own assessment of the public interest considerations in the 
particular case. 

We have identified the following public interest factors that may be seen as 



    

    

    

 

encouraging the disclosure of information: 

A) furtherance of understanding and participation in the public 
debate of issues of the day 

B) promotion of accountability and transparency by public 
authorities in the decision they make and the spending of public money 

C) allowing individuals and companies to better understand 
decisions made by public authorities which affect their lives 

We consider these factors to be generally of limited or no relevance in relation 
to the information in question. 

Public interest factors seen as encouraging non-disclosure are, generally, the 
exemptions themselves. In consideration of this matter we came to the 
following conclusions: 

A) that the nature of such prejudice is real and substantial and that 
there is a real and significant risk of such prejudice 

B) that there is no evidence of a wider public (rather than individual) 
interest in disclosure 

C) that the motives behind the request have no relevance since 
disclosure would mean the information would be in the public domain 

D) prejudice to the ordinary course of the public authority's business e. 
g. risk of discouraging the voluntary provision of information by third 
parties 

E) ensuring that companies are able to compete for business fairly 

In weighing the factors for and against disclosure we have concluded that the 
likely benefit to the applicant and the wider public of disclosure is outweighed 
by the likely prejudice caused by such disclosure and that therefore the public 
interest is better served by non-disclosure. 

End of Request for Information 
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