
From: Information Officer 

To: Communications; 

CC: 

Subject: FW: Hastings Borough Council Request for Information 
Ref: 14/302 

Date: Friday, May 02, 2014 9:25:22 AM 

Attachments: 

Start of Request for Information 

I would like to know for 2013-14 (the whole year, or as much of it as you have 
information for) and the five preceding financial years: 

1) How many inspections there were by carried out by this council of houses 
in multiple occupation (HMO) 
Notice of Refusal 

Manual intervention would be required to provide the information requested as 
inspections are not specifically separated out between single family dwellings 
and HMO's and would exceed the time limit set out by the Information 
Commissioner therefore under S12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
provides an exemption from the obligation to comply with a request for 
information if the estimated costs of complying with that request would exceed 
the prescribed appropriate limit.  We estimate that the costs of complying with 
your request would exceed the appropriate limit by a significant amount. For 
this reason we feel unable to comply with this question. 

2) How many investigations there were into suspected breaches of the rules 
regarding houses of multiple occupation 
Notice of Refusal 

Manual intervention would be required to provide the information requested as 
inspections are not specifically separated out between single family dwellings 
and HMO's and we inspect properties (Housing, Health and Safety rating 
system) applies to single family dwellings and HMO's and would exceed the 
time limit set out by the Information Commissioner therefore under S12 of the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides an exemption from the obligation to 
comply with a request for information if the estimated costs of complying with 
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that request would exceed the prescribed appropriate limit.  We estimate that 
the costs of complying with your request would exceed the appropriate limit by 
a significant amount. For this reason we feel unable to comply with this 
question. 

3) How many prosecutions there were for owning a house in multiple 
occupation that is unlicensed; and how many of these were successful 

Answer - 0. 3 possible prosecutions in the process of being prepared. 

4) How many prosecutions there were for permitting more than an agreed 
number of people or households to live in a property; and how many of these 
were successful 

Answer - 0 - this has not been identified following applied restrictions. 

5) How many prosecutions there were for breach of any of the conditions 
there were attached to a licence for a house of multiple occupation; and how 
many of these were successful 

Answer - Two prosecutions against two relevant parties relating to an 
Licensed HMO. 10 convictions relating to failure to comply with HMO 
conditions and HMO Management regulations. This followed a two day 
hearing at Hastings Magistrates Court following not guilty pleas. 

6) How many out-of-court disposals/civil sanctions there were for the 
breaches in Qs 3-5 above 
Answer - 0 

End of Request for Information 
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