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Attachments: 

Start of Request for Information 

Was given your details in regard to a request I made for statistical information 
on art industries in Hastings. 
As part of a funding application I was asked to demonstrate the need for an 
arts gallery/studio/academy in Hastings town centre. Anything you've got that 
could help would be appreciated. 

Hastings Borough Council holds no information that demonstrates the need 
for such a facility in the town centre. 

However: We currently have an art gallery in the Old Town of Hastings called 
'The Jerwood Gallery' and a question was raised at one of our Council 
Meetings for the latest attendance figures. Please see below our response to 
the question raised that maybe of interest: 

The Jerwood Gallery continues to be a major attraction in the town, and the 
gallery director has confirmed that visitor numbers last year, in total around 60 
000, are broadly in line with those of Pallant House, a similar art gallery near 
Chichester. 

The Jerwood Gallery management are very happy with their first two years 
here and have indicated that a significant proportion of their visitors come to 
Hastings specifically to visit the Jerwood Gallery. They have also indicated 
that there has been a 'huge' increase in the last year of families with young 
children, with the gallery's pre-school provision developing rapidly. The gallery 
also attracts a significant number of school children. 

As I explained in answering the question last year, the development of the 
Jerwood Gallery was also instrumental in the Council's successful bid for Arts 
Council grant to support the cultural programme on the Stade and the cultural 
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outreach activities that have engaged young people and residents from 
disadvantaged communities in high quality cultural activity. This enabled us to 
put on another fantastic programme of Stade Saturdays events which saw 
performers, and performances, of international repute. Indeed, three of the 
guest acts performing at the Radio 2 Folk Awards at the Albert Hall recently 
have appeared in the Stade Saturday's programme. 

Again as I said last year, the cultural and economic benefits of the Jerwood 
are there for all to see: increased investment, a higher profile for the town, 
and the creation of an outdoor performance space that has both provided a 
stage for local artists, and enabled us to bring internationally acclaimed 
performers to our town. 

It has put Hastings in a different league in terms of being an appealing 
destination to higher spending visitors, not to mention giving local people an 
opportunity to view a truly unique collection of British 20th century art as well 
as original exhibitions right on their doorstep. 

End of Request for Information 
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