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Start of Request for Information 

Please can you tell me how much the borough council has paid in housing 
benefit in the 2012-13  financial year to buy to let landlords?

Information not held, we do not know whether a landlord is a buy to let 
landlord 

Can you clarify please how the government / council can justify buying private 
landlords houses, at a cost to the taxpayer?  In effect all taxpayers are helping 
private landlords get richer by buying their houses.  The taxpayer is helping 
private landlords future pension (in property ).

The Council is looking to intervene particularly in St Leonards to help in the 
regeneration of the area. It has very limited resources to do so itself and looks 
to work in partnership with others. A report was considered as part of the 
budget determination process for 2013/14 which provides greater detail on the 
scheme (Coastal Space project) 

http://www.hastings.gov.uk/decisions_democracy/transparency/
budgets_finance/budgetbook_2013_14/   (Appendix S). 

The Council will also take action using its compulsory purchase powers where 
properties are left empty for long periods of time. Any such properties 
acquired are subsequently disposed of - helping to meet  housing needs. The 
Council's Empty Homes Strategy provides further information. 

http://www.hastings.gov.uk/housing_tax_benefits/improving_homes/
empty_homes/ 

mailto:/O=HASTINGS BOROUGH COUNCIL/OU=ITDEPT/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=INFORMATIONOFFICER
mailto:/O=HASTINGS BOROUGH COUNCIL/OU=ITDEPT/cn=Recipients/cn=communications
http://www.hastings.gov.uk/decisions_democracy/transparency/budgets_finance/budgetbook_2013_14/
http://www.hastings.gov.uk/decisions_democracy/transparency/budgets_finance/budgetbook_2013_14/
http://www.hastings.gov.uk/housing_tax_benefits/improving_homes/empty_homes/
http://www.hastings.gov.uk/housing_tax_benefits/improving_homes/empty_homes/


Will the government be introducing a rent cap to ensure private landlords are 
only charging fair amounts for properties and not profiteering from taxpayers 
contributions to housing benefit ?

The Council is not aware of any intention by the government to introduce a 
rent cap. There is as you are probably aware a ceiling on the level of 
assistance that can be paid  to most tenants who rent from private landlords, 
namely through the Local Housing Allowance. The amount payable is 
dependent upon the number of bedrooms the home has and the maximum 
rent allowed for a particular area

End of Request for Information 
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