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Start of Request for Information 

As a Hastings citizen of many years I am requesting details from your office 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 

What was the full cost to the Hastings Council tax payer of the barbed wire 
fencing and the provision of both aluminium and wooden padlocked gates that 
now litter part of the Country Park and Firehills?

Stock proof fencing with 2 strands of barbed wire that was installed in only two 
parts of the Country Park, Warren Glen and Ecclebourne Meadow. The cost 
of this fencing was £4.75 + VAT per linear metre (at current rates) and the 
cost of the gates was on average £250 + VAT  per gate. All other fencing 
replaced existing fencing on land that is part of Fairlight Place Farm.

What amount of subsidy from the EU (if any) was provided towards the cost of 
conversation in the areas specified above? 

A Countryside Stewardship Grant paid for the full cost of the fencing and 
gates in Warren Glen. The fencing and gates in Ecclesbourne Meadow were 
60% funded by Countryside Stewardship, with 40% being paid for by the 
Council. The Council does not receive any ongoing funding support for the 
conservation management of these areas.

Whether in your judgement the closing off of such large tracks of land, 
publically owned, breaches freedom to roam legislation and its expressed 
legal intent to open up the countryside?

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) (CROW Act) introduced a 
register of public access land that the public were entitled to use under certain 
circumstances. This was mainly areas of forest, open moorland, heathland 
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and upland areas. Neither Hastings Country Park, nor the land that makes up 
Fairlight Place Farm, were designated as public access land. Hastings 
Country Park already had a high level of public access as it had been 
designated as a Country Park. Under the Country Park byelaws the Council 
can lawfully exclude members of public from parts of the site. It should also be 
noted that the fenced areas are left open, and gates have been installed in the 
fencing, so that there is public access when grazing animals are not present.

Whether there was any appreciation by your department of the inherant 
dangers to the public by placing barbed wire fencing at a threatening level of 
safety on both sides of tightly enclosed footpaths whereby walkers on wet 
ground and their dogs could easily slip and cut themselves which might incur 
costs to the tax payer through any forthcoming legal action?

The Council looked carefully at the risks of installing fencing with barbed wire 
on it prior to installation. Barbed wire is necessary to prevent cattle pushing 
the fencing over. Fencing is also needed to separate grazing animals from 
members of the public and their dogs. All barbed wire is fixed to the inside of 
the fence posts away from footpaths and the public. In areas where there are 
narrow footpaths we have replaced the barbed wire with plain wire (e.g. the 
footpath on Brakey Bank) or we have installed an additional strand of plain 
wire (e.g. fencing along the side eastern side of Coastguard Lane). In the last 
five year there have been no reported accidents involving people injured by 
barbed wire. The risk of injury from the barbed wire in the Country Park is low.

The nasty, cheap, unsightly option of barbed wire fencing casts a blight on a 
once beautiful landscape when, if at all necessary the use of thorn hedge 
would make a natural boundary.  This manmade despoliation of nature makes 
the County Park plaque to Grey Owl particularly ironic, whilst the added irony 
of your position of Manager of Parks and Open Spaces would not be lost on 
the open spaces society or the growing numbers of protestors against barbed 
wire fencing.

The very limited use of barbed wire and fencing should be seen in the wider 
context of the management objectives for the Country Park. The Council has 
a statutory duty to manage the land that makes up the Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) so that it is in a positive condition. Natural England 
have consented to the use of this fencing so that conservation grazing can 
take place and so the requirements for SSSI management contained in the 
CROW Act (2000) can be met. 

 
End of Request for Information 
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