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Attachments:

 
 
Start of Request for Information 

How many people have been buried in common graves (also known as 
paupers’ graves) in the borough between August 31, 2009-August 31, 2010 
and could you please break those figures down into ages of the people buried 
in those common graves by:

0 to 12months  
12 months to 12 years  
12 years to 18years  
19 years upwards.  
Please could you also include whether they were male or female, and whether 
they had any identifiable relatives. If the common burial was a cremation 
please could you also make this clear.

Please could you also include how many other people were or could be buried 
with those people in the common grave (i.e. were they buried in a grave which 
could contain two people, four people, or eight people etc.).

Please could you provide me with the same information for those buried in 
common graves between August 31, 2010-August 31, 2011 and also August 
31, 2011-August 31, 2012? 

Could you explain how many people are allowed to be buried in a common 
grave in the borough, and if that varies dependent on their age, as well as 
how much it costs the council to perform a paupers’ burial and funeral?

This information is held 

In this period there were 14 Burials where an exclusive right of burial was not 

mailto:/O=HASTINGS BOROUGH COUNCIL/OU=ITDEPT/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=INFORMATIONOFFICER
mailto:/O=HASTINGS BOROUGH COUNCIL/OU=ITDEPT/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Communications


purchased in all cases this was a choice by the families arranging the burial 
there were 8 males and 6 Females all above 19 years of age.  All graves were 
dug to a single depth bar 1 where there is an intent for the spouse to be 
reunited.

Aug 2010 -Aug 2011 

In this period there were 12 Burials where an exclusive right of burial was not 
purchased again by choice of the families.  5 Males 7 Females all above 19 
years all again to single depth bar 1 where again there is intent for the spouse 
to be reunited.

Aug 2012 -Aug 2011 

In this period there has been 10 Burials where an exclusive right was not 
purchased.  7 males 3 Females all above 19 years and again all to single 
depth all bar one.  Though in this period 1 grave was a welfare arranged 
funeral where the family specified burial as a preference.  This was dug to a 
single depth.

None of these were for cremated remains.  Full information for welfare 
(council arranged) funerals are available on the councils website under 
welfare funerals, please see link below: 

http://www.hastings.gov.uk/decisions_democracy/transparency/
budgets_finance/#funerals 

The price varies on whether it is a burial or cremation and whether the death 
was expected or referred to the coroner or not.  The price varies between  
£350 and up to £1300 depending on the age of the deceased and which 
officiant is engaged to conduct the service.

In common plots owned by the authority they can be doubles but we tend to 
try and leave them as long as possible to give families (where applicable) time 
to purchase the rights.

End of Request for Information 
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