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Start of Request for Information 

I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. In order to 
assist you with this request I am outlining my query as specifically as possible. If you feel that 
another person or body would be more appropriate and better able to provide the information I 
have requested then you have my permission to pass this request onto them without contacting 
me first. 

I would be interested in any information held by your organisation regarding my request. I 
understand that I do not have to specify particular files or documents and that it is the 
department’s responsibility to provide the information I require. If you need further clarification, 
please contact me by email as soon as possible. 

I would be very grateful if you could provide answers for the following questions and I would like 
to receive the information I have asked for in electronic format: 

1)  
a) What is the number of, and value of, all housing properties currently held by the local 
authority, assessed at current market values (e.g. using the Beacon value method)? - 
Hastings Borough Council does not own any Council Housing.  The Council's 
housing stock was transferred to 1066 Housing Association in 1996 as part of 
a Large Scale Voluntary Transfer (LSVT).

b) How was this data arrived at? See 1a above  
2)  
For question 2, if a) is answered in full then b) and c) are not needed. If b) is answered in full 
then c) is not needed. 

a) Can you provide numbers for the average market value of your social housing stock by 
decile (top 10%, next 10%, next 10% etc, from most expensive to least expensive) and number 
of bedrooms? (Please see the attached spreadsheet which should make clear what I am 
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requesting). See 1a above

b) If this is not possible, have you undertaken any assessment of the value or “distribution by 
value” of your housing stock since 2008? By “distribution by value” I mean, for example, how 
many properties are worth <£50,000, <£100,000, >£150,000 and so on. If so, would it be 
possible to obtain a copy of this electronically, either as a Word document or PDF? See 1a 
above

c) If this is not possible, could you provide any published data that would allow an assessment 
to be made of the value or “distribution by value” of your social housing stock. The 
Government’s ‘target rent policy’ requires a valuation of all social properties to take place in 
order to set the social rent of each individual property. The valuation is based on 1999 data. If 
available, this 1999 data is preferable to none at all. See 1a above

The purpose of these questions is to be able to fill in the columns of the spreadsheet attached.  
3)  
The term poverty refers to the standard government measure of 60% of median income. For 
question 3, if a) is answered then b) is not necessary. 

a) What proportion of children living in social housing in your area are in child poverty? See 
1a above  
b) What proportion of children in your local authority are living in child poverty? See 1a 
above  
If my request is denied in whole or in part then I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to 
specific exemptions of the Act. I will also expect you to release all non-exempt material. I 
reserve the right to appeal your decision. I will take steps through all individuals possible to 
push for release of this data. 

If any part of the above request in your view risks breaching the cost limit for the provision of 
free information, or asks for information you definitely cannot supply, please advise me at the 
earliest opportunity so I can amend the request and resubmit it. I understand that Section 16 of 
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 means you should give appropriate advice to me at an 
early stage, rather than deem this correspondence necessarily to be a formal request in its final 
form. If I can usefully amend the request to ensure disclosure of information similar to that 
originally requested, I would like to know this as soon as possible, rather than just be met with a 
refusal within the 20-day period. 

End of Request for Information 
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